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ADVEETISEMENT* 


The following Dissertation forms one of a series of 
similar Pieces, intended to exhibit a view of the History 
of the Sciences, and which compose the first or intro- 
ductory volume of the eighth edition of the Encydo- 
pcedia Britannica, In presenting it to the world 
detached from that work, the proprietors have complied 
with a wish very frequently expressed for its separate 
publication ; and they think themselves fortunate in 
being enabled to accompany it with a Preface which 
presents a succinct and comprehensive view of its leading 
objects and doctrines. As allusion is there made to the 
“irregular and interrupted manner’^ in which it was 
written, and to tht want of any notice of the recent 
Ethical speculations of the Continental Philosophers, it 
may be.proper,^n justice4p the^very eminent autlior, to 
lay befor^the reader the follbwing history of i<^ com- 
position, as given in the interesting Memoirs of ]^s Life, 
published by his Son. , f 

“ The late Mr. Dugald Stewart and Mr. Playfair had 
agreed to furnish Dissertations, the one on the history 
of Metaphysical, Ethical, and Political Philosophy, the 
other on the history of Mathematical and Physical 
Science, to be prefixed to the Supplement to the Encydo- 
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pcedia Britannica. The design was not completed by 
either of those illustrious writers. Both died before 
their respective portions of it were finished. The history 
of the mathematical and physical sciences, by the latter, 
was brought down to the period marked by the dis- 
coveries of Newton and Leibnitz ; and the history of 
metaphysical philosophy was, by the former, brought 
down to the close of the last century. In treating this 
great branch of his subject, Mr. Stewart has occasionally 
adverted to the kindred branches of ethics and politics ; 
but there was wanting to the completion of his design a 
full view of the progress of opinion in those sciences, 
particularly during the eighteenth century. In 1828, 
a new and improved edition of the Bncyclopmdioy being 
the seventh, was projected, and it was a part of the 
Editor’s plan for the improvement of this edition, to 
continue the magnificent historical Dissertations that 
had been published with the Supplement, and to prefix 
the whole, in theii;^ completed form, to this edition of the 
principal work. A* proposal to write a Dissertation in 
continuation of that of Mr. Stewart t?pon the Ethical and 
Political Philosophy of the last century^ was, in August 
1828, accordingly made^to Sir James, by the Edj^.or, Mr. 
Maev^y Napier. Having already resolved tofievote the 
remailer of his labours to British history, he had con- 
siderable dhficulty in ^icceding to the proposal. But his 
love of the subject, his natural wish to preserve some of 
his eS.rly reading and reffections, and the entreaties of 
Mr. Napier, who had a few years before been introduced 
to him by Mr. Stewart, and with whom he was in the 
habit of corresponding, prevailed over his scruples, and 
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an agreement in consequence took place for the execution 
of an historical Dissertation, embracing this object, and 
extending over the period that had been left untouched 
by his predecessor. It had originally been agreed, as 
above stated, that the Dissertation sjiould include 
political as well as ethical philosophy, but the author’s 
uncertain health, and the parliamentary duties of an 
interesting crisis, occasioned the abandonment of this 
part of the plan, and even obliged him to omit the 
history of the ethical philosophy of the Continent. 

“ In a letter to Mr. Napier, dated in January 1829, 
he says, ‘ I am now reconciled to my labour by a new 
rising hope, that it may enable me to make some of the 
contributions to Ethics which, in more ambitious days, 
I presumed to expect would have been more extensive.' 
And in another letter, written about the same time, he 
thus expresses himself : ‘ You will see I have made 
some (I hope useful) additions to one of the sections, 
and I would have made more, if I could have afforded 

3 * 

the time. But alas! I have /lone.to spare ; otherwise, 
I hike this sort o^work much better than any other.' 
Speaking of his progress, a liltle afterwards, he says, ' I 
begin hope well of my. disccurse, which I endeavour 
to make V a development of ethical principles, i\s they 

y 

historically arose — a new attempt in our languafje.' 

“ Again, he thus adverts ^to the section^ on Bishop 
Butler then just finished : — ^‘The part in which I think 
I have done most service is that in which I have 
endeavoured to slip in a foundation under Butler’s 
doctrine of the supremacy of conscience, which he left 
baseless.’ — ^When he came, in April 1829, to fear »> that 
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it would be necessary to abandon all notice, not only of 
the progress of political philosophy, but also of the 
ethical philosophy of the Continent, he expressed great 
regret at the probable omission of this last section. ‘ I 
shall be quite ^prry,’ he said, ‘if time should require the 
omission of the continental part, which would be the 
newest of the whole.* 

“ No one could be more thoroughly aware than him- 
self of the imperfections that must attach to a work on 
such a subject, written by snatches, and amidst such 
frequent and sometimes distressing interruptions ; and 
he accordingly mentions that it was very earnestly his 
wish * to leave an edition of it, with such improvements 
as time, criticism, conversation, and reflection might 
suggest.* This very natural wish he unfortunately did 
not live long enough to have an opportunity afforded 
him of carrying into execution.** 

N,ote to^this Edition. 

The Dissertation of Sir James Mackintosh was circu- 
lated among his friends before it was regularly published 
in the Encyclojpcedia, James Mill V6reupon wrote 
some remarks upon it, which he says wejpAvritten 
"with^^hat severity of reprehension which the first, 
feelings of ^indignation against an evil-doer inspire.’* 
From unavoidable circumstances the publication of 
these Eemarks was delayed till the death of Sir James. 
They were then published (in 1835) with the title “A 
Fragment on Mackintosh : ** this title being imitated 
fronj Bentham’s first worl^ A FragnMt on Government^ 
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which was a severe critique on the early part of Black- 
stone’s Commentaries, then recently published. The 
remarks on Mackintosh’s Dissertation appeared to me 
erroneous in their principles; but more especially 
worthy of blame as an attempt to lower the reputation 
of the author by captiousness, contumely, and buffoonery. 
This view of the nature of the attack led me to wish 
to say something in defence of Mackintosh ; and it 
was therefore that I proposed to the editors to publish 
a separate edition of the Dissertation with remarks of 
mine. To this proposal they agreed ; and the Disser- 
tation was published in 1836, with the following 
Preface. ^ W. W. 


Cambridge, 1862 . 
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of view from which the subject is regarded ; since th 
authoi^s opinions were, in the main, those to which th 
most moderate and popular writers of his own countr 
had generally been led, and which had therefore mos 
influenced geiieral literature and common reasonings; 
A view of Moral Philosophy written in such a spiri 
escapes, and may in some measure correct, the exagger 
ations.and paradoxes of new and immature theories. 

Some of Mackintosh’s views were peculiarly hij 
own, but much of his system of opinions was adoptee 
from the doctrines of the great philosophers whom he 
here reviews. Perhaps some light may be thrown or 
the following Dissertation, by stating the main points 
of both kinds, as they may be collected from the work 
itself ; and this will be in some measure done in the 
present preface. Also, as the ethical system embraced 
by Mackintosh included some tenets which have in our 
own time been the subject of much controversy, and 
on which it a]Dpear3 to me that errors have been widely 
prevalent, I have ventured to make a few remarks, such 
as I thought most fitted to put the doctrines in their 
proper point of view. I may add, that my author’s 
survey is in a great measure restricted to British, writers, 
I hav^ not thought myself called on to take note of 
the direction which ethical speculations have recently 
assumed in Prance and Germany, or of the indications 
which have appeared in the literature of our own 
country of the influence of these foreign impulses. 

The views which Mackintosh entertained, and which 
were peculiarly the result of his own reasonings, are 

c ^ 

delivered in various parts of the Dissertation, but will 
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perhaps become more intelligible by being stated as 
they are to be collected from the whole. The work 
was written in an irregular and interrupted manner ; a 
circumstance which introduced many repetitions, and a 
mixture of the didactic with the historical portions, 
wliich may have given rise to some confusion. 

I. The first main point in Mackintosh’s view of 
ethics, is his opinion, that those which are usually 
termed the benevolent affections (as, for example, 
parental love and compassion) are properly described 
as disinterested. This doctrine he notices as one of the 
valuable truths which Butler brought clearly into view 
(p. 116) ; and he attaches to it so much consequence, 
that, in concluding his Dissertation (p. 277), he declares 
himself ready to relinquish his tlieory, if it be proved to 
be at variance with the reality of the social affections, 
which he there speaks of as the most indisputable and 
the most important x)art of hunjaii nature. 

Opinions opposite to this hav^ been asserted in 
vaiious forms ; some, for instance, have said, that the 
affections are f^J^merely forms of self-love ; or that they 
are selfi^ ; or that the;^reall}r regard self; or have 
professed TK) deduce them from some selfish priEcijde, 
as Hobbes from the love of power. A few rAnarks 
may here suffice on each of these •modifications of the 
selfish system. 

(1.) Butler, and after him other writers, as well as 
Mackintosh, wish, for the sake of clearness, to confine 
the apj)lication of, the term self-love to that cool and 
prudential regard to our own weKare which weighs and 
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estimates the chances and means of happiness ; and 
which is thus distinct from the passions and affections 
which impel us to action immediately, without inter- 
vening reflection or calculation of consequences. It 
will probably be universally allowed, that gratitude or 
pity, friendship or filial love, are clearly distinct from 
self-love, in this sense. The term self-love has been 
objected to altogether by some persons, and Mackin- 
tosh himself appears to be dissatisfied with it. Yet 
it seems to be not inapt to describe that state of 
mind in which we regard ourselves as external and 
detached objects of s(jlicitude, and provide for our own 
well-b(iing, as we would do for that of a friend v liose 
passions wo can resist, and whose future and permanent 
good we tiy to secure, without losing our calmness of 
feeling and clearness of view. The self-love which 
aims at our own welfare in such a temper may make 
us do kind actions ; but it is, in itself, broadly dis- 
tinguished from kindness and love of other i)ersons. 

But further, it i& argued by Butler and Mackintosh, 
that not only the benevolent affections, but the ajtjpetitcs 
also are clearly distinguishable from self-love. A 
man may, as Butler says, efit from self-love^ut of a 
regard to his health ; he may also cat from tne {ippetite 
of hun^^er ; but the grounds of action are plainly different 
in the two cases. The gratification which results from 
the act does not make it an act of self-love. And just 
as little, they urge, does the gratification which accom- 
panies the exercise gf the domestic, or any other bene- 
volent affections, justify us in ascrij^ing them to such 
self-love as we have described. 
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(2.) As the object of the appetites is som^thiDg 
different from ourselves and our own feejingi^, the 
object of the benevolent desires is so too. As food is 
the object of hunger, the gratification or the well-being 
of the child is the object of parental a^ection. Tlie 
pleasure which results when the object is attained is not 
the aim of the agent, for it does not enter into his con- 
templation ; nor could we derive pleasure from the attain- 
ment of such objects except the desire had previously 
existed (p. 119). In conformity with this view, it is 
maintained by the writers of this school, that neither 
the appetites nor the desires can properly be called selfish, 
{Stewart, Outlines of Moral Philosophy, p. 86.) 

The term selfish, which is, I think, not used by Butler 
in the part of his works now referred to, is, however, 
that about which the controversy on this subject has 
generally raged most hotly. In opposition to the opinion 
just stated, it has often been said, that the desire of power, 
of wealth, of superiority, of esteem, are selfish principles. 

If it be contended that these desires (and the bene- 
volent affections for^he same reason) are selfish because 
they are felt hy self, Mackinto*sh answers (p. 119), that 
acts of the un*3erstanding5band processes of reasoning, 
might b^fcalled selfish on the^ame ground. Bui it is 
easily seen that something different from this is usually 
meant by the assertion. When it is popularly con- 
tended that the love of fame, for instance, is a selfish 
principle of action, it is generally implied that this 
affection is more selfish than to common eyes it appears. 
The assertor gives himself credit for having analysed 
the motive in question into elements not immediately 

I 
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obvious ; — ^for discerning that a feeling, which at first 
appears to have an elevated and exterior aim, has in 
fact, latently, a reflex view and a lower object. The 
disposition which men have to be pleased with such 
attempts at Jbhe dissection of motives into baser ele- 
ments, is widely prevalent : it is this disposition, for 
instance, which has given to the Maxims of La Roche- 
foucauld their charm and their popularity. 

But the flashes of the epigrammatist, whatever 
applause they may excite, are not likely to be of much 
use as a light to the philosophical reasoner ; and the 
question, What motives can properly be called selfish I 
as a point of moral philosophy, must be decided in a 
very different spirit. Now, the popular disposition to 
detect selfishness in human motives is obviously ac- 
companied by a depreciating estimate of the feelings in 
which this taint is perceived. But this disapproval, in 
spite of the conceit and ill-nature in which it may 
originate, manifestly implies a belief that men’s feelings 
may be, and ought to be, other than selfish ; for how 
can we contemn a person for haVing selfish feelings 
only, if human nature admits of no others ? The com- 
mon application of the tew/i selfish, Tmplies a moral 
disapprobation as welf as a metaphysical^ analysis. 
We endeavour in vain to dissolve this association ; and 
yet, so lod^ as it subsists, it is plain that the condepina- 
tion which we pronounce in some cases, implies the 
possibility of cases in which it is not deserved. If we 
despise the love of fame as a selfish motive, we reserve 
our admiration for motives of a different class. The 
emphasis with which we apply the term, implies that 
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it is not universally applicable. But when we assert, 
as a universal philosophical truth, that all our affections 
are selfish, we employ the word in a technical manner, 
distinct from its common use. Now, where is the 
advantage to philosophy of telling us that our love of 
parents and friends, that our gratitude and compassion, 
are selfish feelings, if the assertion be true only when 
the word is used in a sense different from the common 
one ? The paradox startles us ; when explained, it 
ceases to shock ; but why incur the necessity of such 
an explanation ? It must be allowed that such affec- 
tions as I have just mentioned deserve and attract 
our love and approbation as much as any feelings can 
do; why, then, use terms which seem fitted only to 
direct towards them our disapproval and aversion ? 

We may add, with Brown (Lectures, vol. iv. p. 63), 
that if the benevolent and virtuous affections are to be 
called selfish, it will be necessary to form two divisions 
of selfish actions ; — one containkig thoee selfish actions 
in which self is the direct object ; the other containing 
those very different selfish actons wdiich are usually 
called disinteregjpd. Till it is seen what advantage 
would be gained by this n^ nomenclature, it is surely 
better to u^ terms in their usual sense. • 

It is not easy to fix precise limits to the ijpe oT the 
term selfish, which thus denotes, n©t a positive philo- 
sophical attribute, but a comparative quality, to which 
some blame inevitably clings. Mackintosh says well 
that “ The weakness of the social affections, and 
the strength of the, private desires, properly constitute 
selfishness.” And Stewart (Outlines, p. 114) gives 
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nearly the same account of this word, which he illus- 
trates by saying, ** Though we apply the epithet selfish 
to avarice, and to low and private sensuality, we never 
apply it to the desire of knowledge, or to the pursuits 
of virtue, which are certainly sources of more exquisite 
pleasures than riches or sensuality can bestow.” 

(3.) That the benevolent affections, in their usual- 
form, have not self for their immediate object, is so 
evident that it needs hardly to be insisted on. In 
what sense can the mother who unhesitatingly exposes 
her life to save that of her child, be said to regard her- 
self, of whom she never once thinks ? In what way 
does Desdemona act from self-regard, when, in the very 
article of death, she endeavours to shelter the reputation 
of the husband who murders her ?* To speak of self 
as the object of the regard or contemplation of the 
person acting in such instances, or in any instances in 
which the action proceeds directly from the benevolent 
affections, is to (.leprive, words and phrases of all distinct 
and intelligible meaning and use. 

(4.) When any particular theory is propounded, by 
which the results of the benevolent affections are traced 

r ' 

to some remote interested ](J?inciple, a refutation of the 
theoiy is readiiy suggested by a consider^on of the 
comfhon characteristic circumstances of the affections. 
Thus, with pegard^to Hobbes’ system — that the affec- 
tions have their origin in the love of power — ^Butler 

* Desdemona, A guiltless death I die. 

Emilie, O who hath done 

This deed ? 

• Desdemona. Nobody ; I myself ; farewell ; 

Commend me to my kind lord ; 0 farewell. — {Dies.) 
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answers briefly, but satisfactorily, that such an hypo- 
thesis does not lead us to anything at all resembling 
the known state of the case ; — that we wish good to 
others quite independently of our being ourselves the 
authors of it ; — ^that we make distinctions among the 
objects of our good-will, where the love of power would 
make no difference ; — ^that the love of power would be 
gratified by doing harm as weU as good, and that thus 
cruelty and benevolence would be the same affection. 
(Sermon I., Note ; and the following Dissertation, p. 
116 .) And if it were proposed to reduce the benevo- 
lent affections to any other system of original principles 
and associations of thought, it might be answered that 
if these supposed original principles involve the desire 
of any besides physical pleasures (as the desire of 
wealth, power, dignity), they themselves require ana- 
lysis, at least as much as the affections. It is, at least, 
as possible to love a father as it is to desire his estate ; 
and the greatest good that thg estat^ can procure us 
can hardly consist of anything mcE’e intelligible than 
filial love. Nor woSd such an hypothesis avail us ; for 
the affections are, in the greater number of cases, far 
stronger than any aggregation of sTich supposed elements 
would maie them. To what purpose* do we associate 
ideas with the desire of wealth, power, and dignity, in 
order to form the family affections, jf we are compelled 
to allow that the whole feeling thus produced is greater 
than the sum of all its parts?* To claim philosophical 
merit for such an analysis of the disinterested emotions 
into the effects of association of ideas, is to deprive the 
terms Association and Analysis of all meaning. X)r 
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how are our benevolent affections accounted for by the 
need we have of our friends as means, if this regard to 
the means be both much stronger and much more dis- 
tinctly intelligible than the regard to the ends can ever 
become ? Dpes not this show that, in fact, the hypothe- 
tical end is not our end ? 

On such grounds, Mackintosh and other writers 
appear to do well in arranging the benevolent affections 
as a class of principles of action distinct from the desire 
of power, superiority, and the like. Those are not cap- 
able of being analysed into these, and we are sensible 
of an unsurmountable incongruity when the two classes 
are brought into comparison. If the love of a parent 
be a compound of love, of power, and similar ingre- 
dients, will it not follow, that if we expect to gain 
power by sacrificing a parent rather than by serving 
him, it is consistmt with the tmture of our best affec- 
tions that we should do so ? And is not this a conclu- 
sion too monstrous to be accepted by any moralist ? 
The benevolent and family affections, and the desire of 
power, appear, then, to differ in some other way than 
in being modifications of the same elements ; and, even 
if we choose (unpliilcsophio«?Uy as it has appeared) to 
call Ihe latter class oi principles selfish, <<^he former 
mustfcbe arranged in a different group, which we cannot 
designate'^better than by calling them disinterested. 

II. The next leading principles of Mackintosh’s 
philosophy are, the independent existence and the 
mpremacy of the conscience or moral faculty. Here 
al&o he ascribes to Butler the merit of having first 
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brought these doctrines into a clear light (p. 122) ; 
though Hutcheson, who had somewhat of a steadier view 
of this faculty, gave it the name of the raoral sense. 

The question of the moral sense has been much 
discussed since Butler^s time. It is not necessaiy here 
to go fully into this controversy, but I may be allowed 
to make a few remarks on some of the arguments con- 
nected with the following Dissertation. 

(1.) In the first place, as to the existence of the moral 
faculty. It is allowed on all sides that we have a concep- 
tion of moral obligation ; and the question is, Whether 
this conception can be resolved into some operation of the 
intellectual faculties, as the perception of general utility ; 
or whether, on the contrary,it is incapable of being thus re- 
solved, and must properly be ascribed to a separate faculty ? 

It will readily appear that the discussion of this 
question must be attended by great difficulties, for we 
cannot easily find a test to determine, or terras to ex- 
press, the identity or the dififei;$nce of our perceptions 
of the useful and the right These*intemal perceptions 
can only be described by means of analogical and meta- 
phorical language ; and this must discharge its office 
very imperfectly. Even’ with* respect to external 
senses, wilere the meaning of 'our terms is naturally 
much more clear and palpable, an exact treatment of 
such questions is far from eaSy. JiVe cannot, by mere 
language, convey a conception of the difference of 
sights and sounds. Is the p*erception of form a dif- 
ferent faculty from the perception of colour? This 
question has been found extremely perplexing ; we 
may therefore be certain that the question of the flis- 
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tinct existence of the moral faculty will require great 
clearness and steadiness of thought for its solution. 

But still the question does not seem to be incapable 
of answer. Do we mean the same thing when we say 
that an action is right, and when we say that it is, on 
the whole, and taken in all its consequences, useful ? 
It must be observed, that the question is not. Whether 
right actions are, on the whole, useful ? for that we 
will suppose to be granted ; but it is. Whether, by 
describing them as right, wc mean nothing more than 
that we believe them to be useful ? If by rights and 
by equivalent words, we intend some quality and attri- 
bute which useful and similar terms do not express, 
we must have the faculty of conceiving such a quality ; 
and this faculty is the moral sense. Such a faculty 
Butler, and after him many modern writers, including 
Mackintosh, hold to be part of human nature. The 
following are some of the gi'ounds for his opinion : — 

(2.) The woi;ds which express what is morally 
light, and the related ideas, cannot^ be replaced by any 
different set of terms. Eight, duty, what we ought to 
do, are not expressed to the satisfaction, of any one by 
any j^hraseology borrftwed fl^om the considej'ation of 
consequences. They are as untranslatable into the 
langu&ge ^ which contemplates utility alone, as the 
names of colours aye iniiapable of being expressed by 
those denoting the properties of space. When I say 
that an act is my duty, that it is right, I give an entire 
assent to the rule which commands me to do it, what- 
ever be the consequences.* It may be true that all 

it 

* Whewell’s Elements of Morality, Art. 73. (2d Edition.) 
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acts of duty are, taken in all their consequences, useful; 
but assuredly this is not what we mean, this is not the 
quality we ascribe to them, by the use of such terms. 

Perhaps the most distinctive of these terms is the 
word ought, and the corresponding words* which occur 
in all languages. It is universally felt that when we 
say, in a moral sense, that we ought to do any action, 
we mean something different from saying it is advan- 
tageous in its consequences. This word oughts which, 
as Mackintosh says, ‘"most perfectly denotes duty,” 
appears to be the simplest and most universal expres- 
sion of the moral sense. 

(3.) The impossibility of wresting this word, oughts 
to the side of the utilitarian theor}’', may, I think, be 
inferred from the amusing vehemence with which Mr. 
Bentham endeavours to expel it from his territory. 
“ The talisman of arrogance, indolence, and ignorance, 
is to be found in a single word, an authoritative impos- 
ture, which in these pages it yiH he^ frequently neces- 
sary to unveiL It is the word ‘ ought,' ‘ought or ought 
not,’ as circumstances may be. In deciding you ought 
to do this, you ought not to do it, is not every question 
of morals set at rest ? 

“If the use of the word be admissible at all, it 
‘ ought’ to be banished from the vocabulary of morals.” 
{Deontology, vol. i. p. 32.) * 

TiU this is done, he proposes to neutralise this 
obnoxious term by the use of another potent word — 
“why?” 

* The title of this book is “Deontology, etc., from the MSS. of 
Jeremy Bentham but recently I have been blamed in a Kevie\/’ for 
citing it as his. (1862.) 
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It is clear tliat the reason why the word so fre- 
quently occurs to excite Mr. Bentham’s displeasure is, 
that it refers to a universal and unavoidable aspect of 
actions, which men constantly recognise, and cannot 
help expressing in the words they familiarly employ. 
And Mr. Bentham’s “ why” involves an assumption no 
less dogmatical than that of which he complains ; for 
by it he intends to prescribe that the answer shall be 
in no other language than that of the utilitarian theory. 

(4.) The unavoidable occurrence of the conception 
implied in the word ought, notwithstanding that it 
resists the attempt at analysis of which we have just 
spoken, may be inferred from its use by those whose 
theoretical views would lead them to reject it ; as, for 
example, Mr. Bentham himself. He supposes a con- 
troversy between an ancient and a modem moralist. 

vol. i. p. 72.) “ The modern, as probably he 

will keep neither his principles nor his temper, says to 
the ancient, ‘ Your moit^J. sense is nothing to the pur- 
pose ; yours is corrupt, abominable, detestable ; all 
nations cry out against you.’ * No such thing,’ replies 
the ancient ; ‘ and if they did, it would be nothing to 
the purpose : our business tTas to inquire, not what 
people think, but wha{ they cmjht to thirj!!*" And 
this “ ought ” of the ancients is supposed to temiinate 
the controversy, so far as dialogue is concerned.* 

* Perhaps the reader may be amused by Mr. Bentham’s mode of 
winding up the scene : — “ Then upon the modern kicks the ancient, or 
spits in his face ; or, if he is strong enough, throws him behind the 
fire. One can think of no other method tiiat is at once natural and 
consistent, of continuing the debate.” It is satisfactory to see that 
Mr. Bentham does not seem to have thought the use of the word ought 
by the one party, though very provoking, justified the extreme measures 
which he describes on the other side. 
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(6.) It is, indeed, expressly allowed by Mr. Bentham 
himself, that the word utility^ and its conjugates, do not 
express our judgment in cases of moral conduct. “The 
mind will not be satisfied,” he says (vol. i. p. 35), “with 
such phrases as — * it is useless to commit jnurder,' or ‘ it 
would be useful to pi’event it.*” Surely we may be 
allowed to say that the reason why men are not satisfied 
with such phrases is, that they do not express their 
meaning. The repugnance and indignation with which 
we regard crimes and vices is something distinct from 
the perception of their results ; and no word which ex- 
presses the transgression of utility satisfies us, except it 
also express the transgression of rectitude. Murder is 
harmful to society, but it is also wicked. The former 
expression states the view of our understanding as to the 
consequences of the act ; the latter expression conveys 
the feeling of our moral nature as to its moral quality ; 
the utilitarian scheme of Mr. Bentham appears to aim 
at confounding these assertions. 

(6.) But the same recognition >of the difference of 
duty and usefulness in common apprehension, which 
Mr. Bentham has made in the passage just quoted, 
appears also in other cucumstances ; as, for instance, 
in the title of the work already quoted. Deontology, 
and in the reasons assigned for coining such a name. 
This term is professedly chosen because “ utilitarianism 
offers too vague and imdefined an impression to the 
mind.** (Vol. i. p. 34) Ii the word from which 
Deontology is derived had borrowed its meaning from 
the notion of utility alone, it is not likely that it would 
have become more intelligible by being translated "out 
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of Latin into Greek But the term Deontology ex- 
presses Moral Science «(and expresses it well), precisely 
because it signifies the Science of Duty, and contains 
no reference to utility. It is a term well chosen, to 
describe a system of ethics founded on any other than 
Mr. Bentham’s principle. Mackintosh, who held that 
rh dsov , — what men ought to do, — was the fundamental 
notion of morality, might very properly have termed 
the science Deontology. The system of which Mr. 
Bentham is the representative — that of those who 
make morality dependent on the production of happi- 
ness, has long being designated in Germany by the term 
Eudemonism, derived from the Greek word for happi- 
ness (tbbatfLovtot), If we were to adopt this term we 
should have to oppose the Deontological to the Eude- 
monist school ; and we must necessarily place those 
who hold a peculiar moral faculty — Butler, Stewart, 
Brown, Mackintosh — in the former, and those who are 
usually called utilitarian philosophers in the latter class. 

(7.) The irrelevancy of Paley's mode of treating 
the question of the moral sense is so generally allowed 
at present that we need not dwell on it here. But we 
may observe that other mistfxes, flowing from a like 
misapprehension, aflect his analysis of viiWe. He 
endeavours to make an advance in this inquiry by the 
question, Why am .1 obliged to keep my word, or to 
do any other moral act And by his answer to this 
question he reduces moral obligation to two elements 
— external constraint, and the command of a superior. 
This attempt at an analysis of morality is singularly 
futile ; for, of the two supposed elements, external 
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constraint annihilates the morality of the act, and the 
reference to a superior presupposes moral obligation, 
since a superior is one whom it is our duty to obey. 
If Paley had stated his question in the simpler form, 
‘"Why ought I to keep niy word?” he would have had 
before him a problem more to the purpose of moral 
philosophy, and one to which his answer would have 
been palpably inapplicable. 

(8.) The argument hitherto urged has been, that 
the impossibility of resolving the ideas of moral right 
and duty into other ideas, borrowed from utility, is 
implied in the common use of language ; and virtually 
acknowledged by utilitarian writers themselves. Other 
arguments may be drawn from the nature of the 
feelings with which we contemplate actions, and which, 
it has been tinily said, are quite irreconcilable with 
the supposition that our moral estimate of actions 
arises from their bearing on happiness, and that our 
moral estimate of men looks ,only tp their having cal- 
culated such consequences well or -ill. Our admiration 
of the higher virtues, our indignation and scorn of the 
baser vices, are entirely different from an assent to, or 
dissent from, the agent’s estiinate of consequences. 
We can 'conceive a remorse ffir sins committed, which 
is something very distinct from a regret at having 
mistaken the road to happiness.^ A bad man, in a 
moral sense, is not merely a man who has had a bad 
head for calculating consequences, as he would be if 
morality resided in the intellect alone. But this argu- 
ment has been sufficiently insisted upon by others. 

(9.) Thus, as we separate the affections from* the 
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desires, we distinguish the moral sense, or conscience, 
from botL Butler, and Mackintosh with him, express 
the relation of conscience to the other principles of 
action, by ascribing to it a supremacy* or a right of 
command. This language is metaphorical, but in that 
respect it does not differ from all the rest of the 
language which we use concerning mental operations 
and relations ; and the material question is, whether, 
in this case, the language is intelligible. It is language 
which has been familiarly used from the time of 
Aristotle and Plato to our own ; and I think it will be 
seen by any one who reads with attention the pages of 
good writers who employ this language, as for instance 
Butler, that they have a distinct meaning in their minds, 
and that their expressions are fitted to convey it. Butler 
shows that prudential self-love is a principle differing 
from the desires and passions in other ways than in mere 
strength ; and thus establishes that there is a difference 
of kin<i and order, ^s welkas of degree and power, among 
our active principles.* He reminds us that we can con- 
form our acts to rules, and that this differs from acting 
as we please, or obeying the strongest imj^lse ; that man 
is inteUigibly said to cfctain in his own mind a law of 
right action ; that under flie influence of such a principle 

he appTroves and condemns, and thus passes judgment 

• 

* The use of the term fSuprcTnacijy as ascribt^d to the conscience, is 
liable to convey an erroneous and dangerous doctrine, that every one’s 
conscience is for him the supreinS rule of right and wrong. The word 
Authority y which is all that Butler and Mackintosh’s argument requires, 
avoids this inconvenience. 

See the Preface to Whewell’s edition of Butler’s Three Sermons on 
Hunq^n Nature, and Whewell’s Elements of Morality ^ art. 271, 2d edit. 
(Note added 1862.) 
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on acts and dispositions ; that this is the proper office 
of such a principle ; and that right and authority are 
implied in this office. When we have distinguished the 
moral sense from the other faculties of our nature, such 
language appears to convey, as well as language can 
convey, the relation of that faculty to the others. “ To 
declare what ought and ought not to be done,** it has 
been said, '' is the essence of command, that is, of moral 
command or rightful authority.** And thus such autho- 
rity belongs to the faculty which determines that some 
of our actions and emotions are, and others are not, what 
they ought to be. 

We shall have to speak further of this supremacy 
of conscience in treating of Mackintosh's exi)lanation 
of it. But we may, in the first place, say a ffiw words 
on the application of this doctrine to questions of ethics. 

(10.) Mackintosh has, with great propriety, insisted 
upon the importance of a distinction of two paits of 
Moral Philosophy, which are often confounded ; — the 
Theory of Moral Sentiments, and the Criterion of 
Morality (p. 246). ^ The question of the independent 
existence and character of the moral faculty belongs to 
the former division of the- subject ; the construction of 
our system of ethics flows from •the latter. There is no 
necessary collision between doctrines on these two points. 
We may hold that morality is an original quality of 
actions, and may still form our rules of morality by 
tracing the consequences of actions. 

This distinction has often been neglected. Those 
who hold that utility constitutes morality often call 
upon the advocates of a moral sense to show how the 
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assertion of such a faculty leads us to distinguish right 
from wrong, or how it can supersede the criterion of 
general utility. To this it may be replied ; — that the 
existence of a moral conscience in man is an important 
truth, but tljat this truth alone cannot be expected to 
replace all the principles and deductions by which a 
sound system of philosophical ethics is to be produced ; 
that the construction of such a system is undoubtedly 
a difficult problem ; — but that we shall inevitably obtain 
an erroneous solution of the problem, if we do not take 
into our account the operation of the moral faculty. 
The criterion of utility cannot safely be applied without 
acknowledging tlie independent value of morality, any 
more than the moral faculty can always decide well 
without the consideration of consequences. For among 
the most important results of actions, we must include 
their effect upon the moral habits and feelings of men ; 
and must consider these effects as claiming attention for 
their own sake. ^ The promotion of human virtue must 
be our aim, as well as the augmentation of human 
happiness. We cannot by any ^alysis exclude the 
former of these ends ; happiness depends on the exercise 
of the virtuous affections, fai 'inore cl^rly than virtue 
depends on the pursuit of happiness. The most wise 
and moderate of the utilitarian moralists do, accordingly, 
apply th^r method in this manner. Tlius Paley (B. ill. 
p. IIL c. III.), in estimating the guilt of corrupting a 
person to the commissioh of one offence, states it as one 
ground of condemnation, that such seduction is the 
destruction of the person’s moral principle. And it 
appears, at present, to be generally allowed, that the 
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utilitarian doctrine cannot be applied without consider- 
ing the effect on the moral feelings of men as among the 
important consequences of action. “ It often happens,” 
it is said, “that an essential part of the morality or 
immorality of an action, or a rule of action, consists in 
its influence on the agent’s own mind.” “ Many actions, 
moreover, produce effects on the characters of other 
persons besides the agent.” The effects here spoken of 
are, in fact, effects on the moral habits of thought ; and 
thus the existence of the moral attributes of the mind, 
as original and independent objects of the attention of 
the ethical philosopher, is presupposed in this mode of 
applying the utilitarian scheme. 

If indeed we take fnccJi, good and bad consequences 
into the account ; — if among the useful effects of actions 
we conceive the most useful to be the improvement of 
man’s moral character ; — if we frame our rules so that 
they shall conduce as much as possible to virtuous feel- 
ing as well as to beneficial action, — tg purity of heart 
as well as to rectitude of conduct: — if we aim at 
man’s general well-being, and qot merely at his gratifi- 
cation ; — I kno^ not wljat moralist would object to a 
criterion of morality so drawn from consequences, or 
would deny that the promotion* of human happiness, 
and of human virtue, requires the same practical mles. 
Mackintosh would undoubtedly "have* assented to this ; 
for he not only allows the universal coincidence of virtue 
with utility in the largest sense, but founds his recom- 
mendation of the highest forms of virtue on the advan- 
tage of virtuous habits and feelings, both to the possessor 
and to the community ; as when he speaks of the trite 
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example of Eegulus, of the character of Andrew Fletcher, 
and of the virtue of courage. If we could take into due 
account the whole value of right principles, and the 
whole happiness produced by virtuous feelings, we could 
commit no practical error in making the advantageous 
consequences of actions the measure of their morality. 

But tliis can happen only by considering moral good 
as a primary object, valuable for its own sake ; not by 
supposing that virtue is aimed at, as subservient to some 
other purpose of more genuine utility : and no sagacity 
or fairness in estimating useful consequences can stand 
as a substitute for the love of right itself. It is true 
that honesty is the best policy ; but he who is honest 
only out of policy does not come up even to the vulgar 
notion of a virtuous man. If a man were tempted by 
the opportunity of gaining a large estate through a safe 
but fraudulent proceeding, the utilitarian doctrine would 
seem to recommend him to weigh both sides well, though 
it would direct him in conclusion to decide in favour of 
probity ; but the common judgment of mankind would 
hardly deem him honest if he hesftated at all. And in 
like maimer, in regard to other temptations, the safety 
of virtue appears to dbnsist scT little in tmciiig all possible 
consequences, that it has been held that to deliberate is 
to be lost, and that the only secure protection is that 
purity of mind which will not look at the prospect of 
sensual pleasure when it forms one side of the account. 
We cannot help saying with Cicero, "Ilaec nonne est 
turpe dubitare philosophos, quae ne rustici quidem dubi- 
tent?”— (0/. III. 19.) 

Indeed, it appears to be acknowledged by the advo- 
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cates of the rule of utility, that it is not safe to apply 
the principle separately in each particular case. Mr. 
Bentham has urged with great beauty of expression 
(Deontology, voL ii. ch. i.) the propriety of [framing 
general rules, and conforming our practice invariably to 
these, so as to avoid the temptations of our frailty and 
passion in particular instances. If a reverence for 
general maxims of morality, and a constant reference to 
the common precepts of virtue, take the place, in the 
utilitarian’s mind, of the direct application of his prin- 
ciple, there will remain little difference between him 
and ttie believer in original moral distinctions ; for the 
practical rules of the two will rarely differ, and in both 
systems the rules will be the moral guides of thought 
and conduct. 

(11.) But though the two schools agree so far, there 
still will be found a deficiency on the part of the con- 
sistent utilitarian. A persuasion that moral good is 
something different from, and superior mere pleasure, 
is requisite to give our preference Df it that tone of 
enthusiasm and affection which J)elongs to virtuous feel- 
ing. To approv^a rule ag right, is different from liking 
it as profitable ; to admire an act of virtuous self-devotion 
as we are capable of admiring, is* a feeling so different 
from the apprehension of any usefulness the act nq^y have, 
that the comparison of the twb thjngs is altogether 
incongruous. The moral faculty converts our perception 
of the quality of actions into an affection of the strongest 
kind ; nor can we be satisfied with any account of our 
moral sentiments which excludes this feature in the 
process. Thus, as we hold the affections to be motives 
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of an order superior to the desires which have reference 
to ourselves only, we maintain the moral faculty, the 
conscience, the affection towards duty, to be a principle of 
action of an order superior both to the desires and to the 
other affections. Without the acknowledgment of this 
subordination, the language and feelings of men when they 
compare the claims of personal pleasure, of social affec- 
tion, and of duty, are altogether unintelligible and absurd. 

(12.) Of those who have held the doctrine opposite 
of this — namely, that all these sentiments are composed 
of elements the same in kind — Paley has expressed the 
opinion in perhaps the most offensive form, being carried 
on partly by his love of clearness, and partly by his 
indifference to mere speculation. “In this inquiry,” 
he says, “ I will omit much declamation on the dignity 
and capacity of our nature, the superiority 
to the body, the rational to the animal part 
stitution : upon the woithiness, refinement, 
of some satisfactions, and the ineann' 
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ought to know how many days of luxurious living are 
equivalent to the pleasure of saving a father's life, that 
we may decide rightly when these claims happen to 
come in competition. If utilitarian moral obligation 
consists in being regulated by such calculations, we 
cannot be surprised at the disgust with which so many 
persons speak of the scheme which refers us to “the 
calculations of utility.” 

(13.) I shall not pretend to determine whether Mr. 
Bentham, and those who agree with him, have some- 
times overlooked the conditions under which alone their 
principle can be safely applied ; or whether, at any 
period, they were justly liable to Mackintosh's censure 
(p. 188) of “clinging to opinions because they are 
obnoxious ; of wantonly wounding the most respectable 
feelings of mankind.” In more recent times this cannot, 
I think, be said of them ; for extreme opinions on the 
political questions of the day, however unfavourable 
may be their influence on the moral speculations with 
which they are combined, are not appropriately spoken 
of in such terms. At present I think we may discern 
in utilitarian writers a wigh to conciliate rather than to 
shock the moral sympathies of their countrymen ; and 
perhaps the opposite schools of moralists may thus be 
brought nearer to each other. If those who ppfess to 
make the utility of our actions the ^measure of their 
morality, include in utility the effect upon the moral 
habits of ourselves and others ; — ^if they repel with 
indignation the chaige that they lose sight of virtuous 
feeling, and of the bepeficial influence of good actions on 
the frame of mind — ^if they claim to have their estimate 
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of good interpreted in the same way as Plato’s ; and 
speak of “ that generous and inspiring tone which gives 
so much of their usefulness as well as of their charm ” 
to writings such as his — ^if they even become discontented 
with the name of utility, and wish to have their science 
called deontology ; — ^the question at issue between them 
and their opponents ceases to be a difference of moral rule, 
and almost to be a discordance of moral feeling ; and be- 
comes rather a point of metaphysical analysis. They do 
not indeed become a deontological school, but they show 
how near a eudcmonist school may appi oach to being so. 

Whether such an approximation would gratify the 
writers to whom I refer, I have no means of knowing ; 
and if I am told that I am mistaken in my interpretation 
of the indications to which I have alluded, I shall not 
attempt to maintain the opinion. It would be nothing 
new or strange if persons honestly seeking truth from 
different quarters should be led towards the same point ; 
but if they bring with them an angry and hostile spirit, 
they may approach only to quarrel^more bitterly. It is, 
however, possible to segk truth of all kinds in a calm 
and charitable temper ; and it would ]^e very strange if 
mor|d truths were lield to be an exception to the desir- 
ableness of doing this. Captiousness and petulance, 
fiercene^ and menace, personal contumely and angry 
buffoonery, may b^ useli in this as in other discussions ; 
but I conceive that no writer on morals, duly feeling the 
dignity and obligations of his office, will, by any act of 
his, recognise those who have recourse to such modes of 
treating the subject, as moral philogophers.* 

* Perhaps we have now reached a period, when I may remark, 
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ITL I now proceed to notice a third principle which 
enters into Mackintosh’s philosophy, and which, in the 
way in which he holds it, is more peculiar to him than 
the two hitherto stated. He assents, in a great measure, 
to the explanation suggested by Hume amd Smith (p. 
146), but more fully developed by Hartley (p. 159), of 
the formation of our passions and affections, and even 
of our sentiments of virtue and duty, by means of “ the 
association of ideas.” He furtlier urges this theory more 
at length in his general remarks (p. 241). 

(1.) But into this view, as usually understood, he 
introduces several modifications ; and, in particular, 
he asserts that the effect of such association ” may be 
something very different from the more juxtaposition of 
the component elements. Thus he says that the result 
may be so entirely a single sentiment, that the oi‘iginally 
separate feelings can no longer be disjoined” (j). 109) ; 
and, moreover, that the compound may have properties 
not to be found in any of its component parts;” as con- 
stantly happens, he^observes, in material compounds. 

It is clear that this view of the effect of the ‘‘ asso- 
ciation of idea|” may give results very different from 
those often founded upon that doctrine. If we say that 
gratitude, or compassion, or patriotism, are only certain 
trains of pleasurable associations, we are gener^^ly under- 
stood to assert that we can again rqgolve those feelings 

into the constituent and associated elements ; and that 

«• 

without reviving any angry feelings, that these expressions were in- 
tended to refer to Criticisms of this Dissertation of Mackintosh which 
hod been published, and especially to a Fragmeni on Maekintosh, the 
title of which was, I si^pposc, suggested by Bentham’s Fragment on 
Qovernmeniy the latter being a severe criticism on a portion of Black- 
stone’s Commentaries, (Note added 1862.) 
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by SO doing we may hope to reason upon them most 
philosophically and exactly. But Mackintosh’s mode of 
considering these and other emotions would allow of 
neither of these inferences. He supposes association ” 
to be employed in the education rather than in the crea- 
tion of our moral sentiments ; in awakening affections 
rather than in connecting notions. 

(2.) The ideas or the feelings which are concerned in 
this process are said to be associated; but this is, he 
declares, a very inadequate word to express the “ com- 
plete combination and fusion” which occur (p. 164). 
This association presupposes laws and powers of the 
mind itself, according to which the conjunction produces 
its results. The celebrated comparison of the mind to 
a sheet of white paper is not just, except we consider 
that there may be in the paper itself many circumstances 
which affect the nature of the writing (p. 159). A recent 
writer, however, appears to me to have supplied us with 
a much more apt;and beautiful comparison. Man’s soul 
at first, says Professor Sedgwick, is one unvaried blank, 
till it has received the impressions of external experience. 
“ Yet has this blank,” he adds, been already touched by 
a celestial hand ; and, when plunged in the coloum which 
surround it, it takes not its tinge from accident but de- 
sign, andj comes out covered with a glorious pattern.” 
— {Discourse on the. Studies of the University, p. 54.) 
This modem image of the mind as a prepared blank is 
well adapted to occupy a’ permanent place in opposition 
to the ancient sheet of white paper. 

(3.) Not only the word association, but also the word 
ideas, in the Lockian expression, appears to Mackintosh 
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to be tmsuited to its purpose ; since an association takes 
place “ of thoughts with emotions, as well as with each 
other” (p. 164). Our author has indeed shown great 
solicitude to bring into clear view that part of our nature 
which he here distinguishes from thought — “that other 
part of it, hitherto without any adequate name, which 
feels, and desires, and loves, and hopes, and wills" (p. 63). 
After balancing the various terms which may be used to 
express the aggregate of such feelings, he inclines finally 
to call it the emotive or 'patloematic* part of man (p. 161). 

Thus the “association of ideas,” according to Mackin- 
tosh, would more properly be termed the composition of 
ideas and emotions. In his view of the composite, as 
losing all trace of apparent composition, the author was, 
in some measure, following Hartley (p. 153), though he 
justly claims the credit (p. 152) of seeing more distinctly 
than his predecessors the important truth, that the com- 
pound may have properties not found in any of its com- 
ponent parts. 

(4.) Mackintosh maintains that' this is by no means 
a modification of the selfish §ystem (p. 173) ; for the 
“ affections and^the mor|d sentiments, though educed by 
association, only become what th% are when the^ lose 
all trace of self-regard.” “If the affections be acquired., 
they are justly called natural ; and if their ^ori^ be 
personal, their nature may and does Ijecome disinterested!* 

* These terms have not had much ‘^luck ” (to use Mackintosh’s own 
phraseology in this passage). In common language, this part of our 
nature is often called the heart, as distinguished from the head. We 
may perhaps best describe it by the compound phrase used in the Dis- 
sertation itself ; the destrat and affections. Some recent writers have 
spoken of the emotional part of our nature. (1862.) 



xlii PREFACE. 

IV. But we must now consider another peculiarity 
of Mackintoshes system ; I speak of what he names his 
Theory of Conscience, 

(1.) Being persuaded, as we have seen, that the moral 
faculty exists and exercises a rightful supremacy over 
the active principles, he has attempted to explain and 
account for this relation of our emotions. His view is 
given in his remarks on Butler (p. 120), and again in his 
concluding remarks (p. 256). According to this theory, 
the moral faculty consists of a class of desires and affec- 
tions which have dispositions and volitions for their sole 
object. This description of our moral sentiments will, 
he conceives, explain their peculiar character and attri- 
butes. He expresses the relation which he wishes to 
describe, by saying that the moral sentiments are in 
contact with the will (p. 121) ; or, as he further elucidates 
this, they may and do stand between any other practical 
principle and its object, while it is absolutely impossible 
that any other sluill intercept their connection with the 
wilU* The conscience requires virtuous acts and dispo- 
sitions to action ; and by such requisition it can check 
and control any desires of exter^l objec^; but no desire 
of any outward gratification can prevent the conscience 
from demanding a virtuous direction of the will ; and 
this menl^ relation explains and justifies. Mackintosh 
conceives, that attributioh of supremacy and command to 
the conscience on which moral writers have often insisted. 

(2.) Thus conscience consists in, or rather results 
from, the composition of all those sentiments of which 
the final object is a state of the will, intimately and inse- 
parably blended, and held in a perfect state of solution 
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(p. 260) ; and the conscience being thus represented as 
analogous to the desires, it implies, in the same way as 
other desires, a sense of what is grateful, and a faculty of 
dwelling, in thought, on the gratification so obtained. 

(3.) But if, in order further to develop*this theory, it 
be asked what states of the will are thus agreeable to 
the conscience ; or, in other words, what, according to 
this system, is the general character of the dispositions 
and actions which we consider good and right ; Mack- 
intosh’s answer would be, that the conscience, being 
educated and awakened by certain processes of associa- 
tion, is thus composed of various elements, and finds 
good under various forms ; — ^that (p. 256) the beneficial 
volitions arc delightful, and that, therefore, they strongly 
attract those affections which regard the will, and thus 
give rise to some of the elements of conscience ; — that 
our anger against those who disappoint our wish for the 
happiness of others, when in like manner detached from 
persons and transferred to dispositioQS, becomes a sense 
of justice, another element of conscience ; — that courage, 
energy, decision, when tamed by the society of the affec- 
tions, and c(jnsidere(^ as dispositions only, become 
magnanimity, and gratify the moral sense ; and that 
even those habits which mainljr affect our own good, as 
temperance, prudence, when they become ^spbsition 
and not calculation, are, for tike i^asons, added to the 
constituents of conscience. 

(4) Thus the view of the nature of conscience here pre- 
sented explains how it is that the private desires and the 
social affections al^e fall under the authority of the moral 
faculty. The explanation of this community of rule in 
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sentiments of so widely different nature, Mackintosh con- 
siders a strong confirmation of the justice of his opinion. 

Without pronouncing a judgment on the truth of 
this theory, I hope I have faithfully represented the 
author’s meaning. But he draws from the theory certain 
inferences, of which I may say a few words. 

V. Mackintosh, as we have seen, maintains that 
though the moral faculty is formed or educed by inter- 
course with the external world, it is a law of our 
nature ; yet he allows that what this law prescribes 
agrees with the rule, rightly understood, of bringing 
forth the greatest happiness. He was, therefore, naturally 
called upon to account for this coincidence. If moral 
approval be a different sentiment from the estimation of 
general happiness, why does the moral sense of man 
invariably approve that which increases the happiness of 
his species? If this theory account for this phe- 
nomenon, such a circumstance will, he conceives, be a 
strong argument in its favour. 

(1.) He re^jlics to this inquiry (p. 263), that aU the 
separate objects which conscience approves, the social 
affections, the decisions of justice, the maxims of 
enlightened prudence, tend to the happiness of some part 
of the' species, and that thus the general rules of 
conscience must agree with the rules of the general 
happiness. All the acts which the moral faculty sanc- 
tions promote the welfare of some part of mankind, and 
all that reason has to do is to add up the items of the 
account. All the principles of which conscience is com- 
pose*d conveige towards the happiness of man ; and 
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therefore this may be taken as its central point. And 
thus the coincidence just noticed is not accidental, but is 
a necessary consequence of the theory. 

(2.) I will add, as a corollary to what Mackintosh 
has said, that a system of ethics, rightly constructed 
on the principle of promoting, in the greatest degree, 
the happiness of mankind, will coincide, in most of its 
rules of action, with a system founded on the supreme 
authority of conscience ; but that, in order to apply 
safely and well the evdemonist principle, we must re- 
collect that happiness consists rather in habits of the 
mind than in outward gratifications ; and is to be 
sought rather by forming moral dispositions than by 
prescribing acts. In Paley’s '‘Moral Philosophy” we 
have a work framed on the eudemonist basis, which 
has for some time possessed considerable authority in 
this country, and has probably in no small degree in- 
fluenced men’s reasonings on such subjects in recent 
times. Without examining here Iv)w far Paley has 
always applied his principle under due conditions, and 
traced his consequences with a sufficiently enlarged 
survey, we m^ observe that there prevails through the 
work a tone of ijractical sagacify, good sense, and good 
feeling, which neutralises most' of its theoretical defects. 

9 

VI. Some other bearings of ^Mackintosh’s theory 
may be noticed, and especially the view it offers of the 
relation of religion and moi^dity. This agrees nearly 
with the doctrine of Butler, and many English divines, 
that conscience is one of the ways in which the com- 
mands of God are conveyed to us (p. 264). “ The com- 
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pleteness and rigour acquired by conscience when 
all its dictates are revered as the commands of a per- 
fectly good and wise being, are so obvious, that they 
cannot be questioned by any reasonable man, however 
wide his incredulity may be. It is thus that conscience 
can add the warmth of an affection to the inflexibility 
of principle and habit.” Not only are we bound to 
accept all the precepts for the moral government 
of the will, disclosed either by Eevelation or by reason, 
as undeniable rules for our feelings and actions ; but 
the relations between man and his Maker, which 
religion teaches us, tend to make this a work of love, 
no less than of duty ; and bestow on that improve- 
ment of our inward nature to which conscience is 
constantly urging us, an aspect of hope and joy, which 
human morality, without such aid, can hardly assume, 
and seldom long retain. 

VII. I will qnly refer to one other consequence 
of this theory of conscience of Mackintosh ; — the view 
it appears to him to supply of the celebrated question 
of Free-will (p. 272). Since conscience contemplates 
those dispositions only which depend on the will, it 
excludes all consideration of tlie cause in which the 
will driginated : hence the voluntary dispositions ap- 
pear as the first link of 'the chain ; and, in the eye of 
conscience, will is the independent cause of action. 
Reason, on the other hand, must consider occurrences 
as bound together by the connection of cause and 
effect, and thus sees only the strength of the necessi- 
tarian system. Thus, while speculation appears to 
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show that OUT actions are necessary, practice convinces 
us that they are free. The advocates of necessity and 
of free-will look at the question from different points 
of view ; — that of the understanding and that of the 
conscience. But the conscientious view, being strength- 
ened by the moral sympathy of mankind, is by far the 
most generally and strongly entertained. 

I shall here close my remarks on the Dissertation 
which the following pages contain. The theoretical 
view of the nature, formation, and operation of our 
moral sentiments, which is given by the author, must 
be left to the consideration of those who pursue such 
speculations in a philosophical spirit and temper. His 
historical sketch of the progress of the subject has in 
it much to please and instruct, to interest and improve 
the ethical student. There will be found several in- 
stances in which the phraseology is defective in clear- 
ness and simplicity ; and in this, as in any work, if we 
pay no attention to the writer's aim, if we insist upon 
confounding what he has distinguished, and upon in- 
terpreting his language by an analysis which he did 
not acknowledge, we shall not obtain his sense, or any 
sense. But tRe read^ who cahdidly seeks for the 
author’s meaning, will, I think, not fail to find it * and 
I am persuaded that most readers will derive pleasure 
from the comprehensive views, the tolerant temper, 
and the love of virtuous feeling and literary beauty 
which they will find pervadfaig the work. His un- 
favourable judgments, in those cases in which he ex- 
presses such, are less severe than those of other philo- 
sophers, both in our own and in other countries, 
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look at the progress of moral philosophy from a like 
point of view ; and he always appears to rejoice to 
give credit to any writers in whom he discovers the 
early gleams of those doctrines which he held to be 
important truths. 

In the conclusion of his survey he speaks of the 
spirit of speculation on this subject as all but extinct 
in this country. I would willingly believe that this is 
too desponding a view of the fortunes of moral philo- 
sophy among us ; — ^that the youth of England are far 
from indifferent to the questions which concern the 
nature and laws of man’s highest faculties, and which 
excite a vigorous and generous love of speculation in 
other parts of Europe. To such a result I look forward 
the more gladly, because I do not doubt that the reign- 
ing philosophy of any age, even when it excites little 
direct attention, influences powerfully men’s convic- 
tions and habits of thought ; and I am persuaded that 
we cannot make the prevalent views of morals sounder, 
purer, and more philosophical, without improving the 
general intellectual and moral character of the educated 
classes of the nation. ^ _ 
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The inadequacy of the words of ordinary language for the 
purposes of philosophy is an ancient and frequent complaint ; 
of which the justness will be felt by all who consider the 
state to which some of the most important arts would be re- 
duced, if the coarse tools of the common labourer were the only 
instruments to be employed in the most delicate operations of 
manual expertness. The watchmaker, the optician, and the 
surgeon, are provided with instruments wliich are fitjed, by 
careful ingenuity, to second their skill ; the philosopher alone 
is doomed to use the rudest tools for the most refined pur- 
poses. He must reason in words of which the looseness and 
vagueness are suitable, and even agreeable, in the usual inter- 
course of life, but which are almost as remote from the 
extreme exactness and precision required, not only in the 
conveyance, but in the search of tfuth, as the hammer and 
the axe would be mifit for tile finest exertions of skilful handi- 
work ; for it is not to be forgotten that he must hiipself 
think in these gross words as unavoidably as he uses them in 
speaking to others. He is, in this respect, in a wgrse con- 
dition than an astronomer who looked at the heavens only 
with the naked eye, whose limited and partial observation, 
however it might lead to error, might not directly, and would 
not necessarily, deceive. He might be more justly compared 
to an arithmetician compelled to employ numerals, not only 
cumbrous, but used *60 irregularly to denote different 
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quantities, that they often deceive not only others, but 
himself. 

The Natural Philosopher and Mathematician have in 
some degree the privilege of framing their own terms of art, 
though that liberty is daily narrowed by the happy diffusion 
of these great branches of knowledge, which daily mixes 
their language with the general vocabulary of educated men. 
The cultivator of Mental and Moral Philosophy can seldom 
do more than mend the faults of his words by definition ; a 
necessary but very inadequate expedient, in a great measure 
defeated in practice by the unavoidably more frequent recur- 
rence of the terms in their vague than in their definite 
acceptation ; in consequence of which the mind, to which the 
definition is faintly and but occasionally present, naturally 
suffers, in the ordinary state of attentioii, the scientific mean- 
ing to disappear from remembrance, and insensibly ascribes 
to the word a great part, if not the whole, of that popular 
sense which is so very much more familiar even to the most 
veteran speculator. The obstacles which stood in the way of 
Lucretius and Cicero, when they began to translate the subtle 
philosophy of Greece into their narrow and barren tongue, 
are always felt by the philosopher when ho struggles tp ex- 
press, with the necessary discrimination, his abstruse reason- 
ings, in words which, though those of his own language, he 
must take from the mouths of th^ se to whf)m his distinctions 
woujd be without meaning. 

The Moral Philosopher is in this respect subject to pecu- 
liar ^difficulties. His statements and reasonings often call for 
nicer discriminations of language than those which are neces- 
sary in describing or discussing the purely intellectual part of 
human nature ; but his freedom in the choice of words is 
more circumscribed. As he treats of matters on which all 
men are disposed to form a judgment, he can as rarely hazard 
glaring innovations in diction, at least in an adult and mature 
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language like ours, as the orator or the poet. If he deviates 
from common use, he must atone for his deviation by hiding 
it, and can only give a new sense to an old word by so skil- 
ful a position of it as to render the new meaning so quickly 
understood that its novelty is scarcely perceived. Add to 
this, that, in those most difficult inquiries for which the 
utmost coolness is not more than sufficient, he is often forced 
to use terms commonly connected with warm feeling, with 
high praise, with severe reproach ; which excite the passions 
of his readers when he most needs their calm attention and 
the undisturbed exercise of their impartial judgment. I'hero 
is scarcely a neutral term left in Ethics ; so quickly are such 
expressions enlisted on the side of Praise or Blame, by the 
address of contending passions. A true philosopher must not 
even desire that men should less love virtue or hate vice, in 
order to fit them for a more unprejudiced judgment on his 
si)eculations. 

There are perhaps not many occasions where the penury 
and laxity of language are more felt than in entering on the 
history of sciences where the first measure must be to mark 
out the boundary of the whole subject with some distinct- 
ness. But no exactness in these important operations can be 
approached without a new division of human knowledge, 
adapted to the present stage of itS progress, and a reforma- 
tion of all those barbaroufl} pedantic, unmeaning, and (what 
is worse) wrong-meaning names which continue to bo applied 
to the greater part of its branches. Instances are needless 
where nearly all the appellations are faulty. TJJie lerm 
Metaphysics affords a specimen of* all the faults which the 
name of a science can combine. To those who know only 
their own language, it must, at thar entrance on the study, 
convey no meaning. It points their attention to nothing. 
If they examine the language in which its parts are signi- 
ficant, they will be misled into the pernicious error of beliejr- 
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ing that it seeks something more than the interpretation of 
nature. It is only hy examining the histopy of ancient 
Philosophy that the probable origin of thi^ name will be 
found, in the application of it as the running title of several 
essays of Aristotle, which were placed, in ^ collection of the 
manuscripts of that great philosopher, sifter his treatise on 
Physics, It has the greater fault of ^ unsteady and fluc- 
tuating signification; denoting one dass of objects in the 
seventeenth century, and another in/(he eighteenth — even in 
the nineteenth not quite of the sa^e import in the mouth of 
a German as in that of a French ,br English philosopher ; to 
say nothing of the farther objection that it continues to be 
a badge of undue pretension a^ong some of the followers of 
the science, while it has become a name of reproach and 
derision among those who altogether decry it. 

The modem name of the very modem science called 
Political Ecoiumy^ though deliberately bestowed on it by its 
most eminent teachers, is perhaps a still more notable sample 
of the like faults. It n^ight lead the ignorant to confine it to 
retrenchment in national expenditure ; and a consideration of 
its etymology alone would lead into the more mischievous 
error of believing it to teach, that national wealth is best pro- 
moted by the contrivance and interference of lawgivers, in 
opposition to its sureslJ ddbtrine, which it most justly boasts 
of having discovered aiid enforcedf 

It is easy to conceive an exhaustive analysis of Human 
Knowledge and a consequent division of it into parts corre- 
sponding to all the classes of objects to which it relates : — a 
representation of that vast edifice, containing a picture of 
what is finished, a sketch of what is building, and even a con- 
jectural outline of what, tlfough required by completeness and 
convenience, as well as symmetry, is yet altogether untouched. 
A system of names might also be imagined derived from a few 
roots, indicating the objects of each part, and showing the 
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relation of the parts to each other. An order and a language 
somewhat resembling those by which the objects of the 
sciences of Botany and Chemistry have, in the eighteenth 
century, been arranged and denoted, are doubtless capable of 
application to the sciences generally, when considered as parts 
of the system of knowledge. The attempts, however, which 
have hitherto been made to accomplish the analytical division 
of knowledge which must necessarily precede a new nomen- 
clature of the sciences, have required so prodigious a superi- 
ority of genius in the single instance of approach to success 
by Bacon, as to discourage rivalship nearly as much as the 
frequent examples of failure in subsequent times. The 
nomenclature itself is attended with great difficulties, not 
indeed in its conception, but in its adoption and usefulness. 
In the Continental languages to the south of the Khine, the 
practice of deriving the names of science from Greek must be 
continued ; which would render the new names for a while 
unintelligible to the majority of men. Even in Germany, 
w-here a flexible and fertile language alfords unbounded 
liberty of derivation and composition from native roots, or 
elements, and where the newly derived and compounded 
words would thus bo as clear to the mind, and almost as 
little startling to the ear, of every man, as the oldest terms in 
the language, yet the whole nomeflclature would be unintel- 
ligible to other nations. The interconuu unity of the technical 
terms of science in Europe has been so far broken do\wi by 
the Germans, and the influence of their literature and philo- 
sophy is so rapidly increasing in the greater part of^jbhe Con- 
tinent, that though a revolution hi scientific nomenclature 
be probably yet far distant, the foundation of it may bo con- 
sidered as already prepared. • 

But although so great an undertaking must be reserved 
for a second Bacon and a future generation, it is necessary 
for the historian of my branch of knowledge to introduce 
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his work by some account of the limits and contents of the 
sciences of which he is about to trace the progress; and 
though it will be found impossible to trace throughout the 
treatise a distinct line of demarcation, yet a general and im- 
perfect sketch of the boundaries of the whole, and of the 
parts of our present subject, may be a considerable help to 
the reader, as it has been a useful guide to the writer. 

There is no distribution of the parts of knowledge more 
ancient than that of the Phydml and Moral Sciences, which 
seems liable to no other objection than that it does not ex- 
haust the subject. Even this division, however, cannot be 
safely employed, without warning the read(*r, that no science 
is entirely insulated, and that the princij)les of one are often 
only the conclusions and results of another. Every branch 
of knowledge has its root in the theory of the Understand- 
ing, from which even the mathematician must learn what 
can be known of his magnitude and his numbers ; and Moral 
Science is founded on that other hitherto unnamed part of 
the philosophy of human nature (to be constantly and vigi- 
lantly distinguished from IvtrJlrcfual Philosojdiy), which 
contemplates the laws of sensibility, of emotion, of desire and 
aversion, of pleasure and pain, of happiness and misery ; and 
on which arise the august and sacred landmarks that stand 
conspicuous along the frontier between Eight and Wrong. 

But however multiplied the connections^ of the Moral and 
Physvcral Sciences are, it is not difficult to draw a general 
distinction between them. The purpose of the Physical 
Sciences, ^throughout all their provinces, is to answer the 
question Wlnif is ? They consist only of facts arranged 
according to their likeness, and expressed by general names 
given to every class of silnilar facts. The purpose of the 
Moral Sciences is to answer the question What alight to he 1 
They aim at ascertaining the rul6s which ought to govern 
voluntary action, and to which those habitual disj)ositions of 
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mind which are the source of voluntary actions ought to be 
adapted. 

It is obvious that TF/7?, Actiony llahif^ Deposition, are 
terms denoting facts in human nature, and tliat an explan- 
ation of them must bo sought in Mental Pliilosopliy ; which, 
if knowledge be divided into Physical and Moral, must be 
placed among physical sciences ; though it essentially differs 
from them all in having for its chief object those laws of 
thought which alone render any other sort of knowledge possible. 
But it is equally certain that the word Ought introduces the 
mind into a new region, to which nothing physical corre- 
sponds. However philosophers may deal with this most im- 
portant of words, it is instantly understood by all who do 
not attempt to define it. No civilised spe(‘-ch, perhaps no 
human hinguage, is without correspond(?nt tcrnis. It would 
be as reasonable to deny that Sjuice and Gmnurss are sig- 
nificant words, as to affirm that Ought, Right, Dnti/, Vir/fw, 
are sounds without meaning. It would be fatal to an Ethi- 
cal Theory that it did not explain them, and that it did not 
comprehend all the conceptions and emotions which they call 
up. There never yet was a theory which did not attempt 
such an explanation. 



8 


PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 


SECTION I 

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

There is no man who, in a case where he was a calm by- 
stander, would not look with more satisfaction on acts of 
kindness than on acts of cruelty. No man, after the first 
excitement of his mind has subsided, ever whispered to him- 
self with self -approbation and secret joy that he had been 
guilty of cruelty or baseness. Every criminal is strongly im- 
pelled to hide these qualities of his actions from himself, as 
he would do from others, by clothing his conduct in some 
disguise of duty or of necessity. There is no tribe so rude 
as to be without a faint perception of a difference between 
right and wrong. There is no subject on which men of all 
ages and nations coincide in so many points as in the general 
rules of conduct, and in the qualities of the human character 
which deserve esteem. Even the grossest deviations from 
the general consent will appear, on close examination, to be 
not so much corruptions of moral feeling, as either ignorance 
of facts ; or errors with resl)ect to the consequences of action; 
or cases in which the dissentient '^party is^^ inconsistent with 
other parts of his own principles, which destroys the value 
of his dissent ; or where each dissident is condemned by 
all the other dissidents, which immeasurably augments the 
majority against him. Ib the first three cases he may be 
convinced by argument, that his moral judgment should 
be changed on principles 'Which he recognises as just : and 
he can seldom, if ever, be condemned at the same time by 
the body of mankind who agree in their moral systems, 
and by those who on some other points dissent from that 
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general code, without being also convicted of error by incon- 
sistency with himself. The tribes who expose new-born 
infants condemn those who abandon their decrepit parents 
to destruction. Those who betray and murder strangers 
are condemned by the rules of faith and humanity which 
they acknowledge in their intercourse with their country- 
men. Mr. Hume, in a dialogue in which he ingeniously 
magnifies the moral heresies of two nations so polished 
as the Athenians and the French, has very satisfactorily 
resolved his own dilficulties. “ In how many circumstances 
would an Athenian and a Frenchman of merit certainly 
resemble each other 1 Humanity, fidelity, truth, justice, 
courage, temperance, constancy, dignity of mind. . . . The 
\ principles upon which men reason in morals are always the 
same, though their conclusions are often very different.”* 
He might have added, that almost every deviation which he 
imputes to each nation is at variance with some of the virtues 
justly esteemed by both ; and that the reciprocal condeni- 
'.aation of each other’s errors which appears in his statement, 
<Uititles us on these points to strike out the sufirages of both, 
^dien collecting the general judgment of mankind. If we 
Har in mind that the question relates to* the coincidence of 
sjl men in considering the same qualities as virtues, and not 
tp the preference of one class of virtues by some, and of a 
(fiflerent class bji others, the exceptions from the agreement of 
lUankind, in their system of practical morality, will be reduced 
to absolute insignificance ; and we shall learn to view them 
as no more affecting the harmony of our moral faculties than 
the resemblance of the limbs and features is affected by 
monstrous conformations, or by the unfortunate effects of 
accident and disease in a very few individuals.t 

* Philosophical Works, vol. iv. pp. 420, 422, Edin. 1826. 

t “On convient le plus souvent de ces instincts de la conscience. 
La plus grande et la plan saine partie du genre humain leur rend te- 
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It is very remarkable, however, that though all men agree 
that there are acts which ought to be done, and acts which 
ought not to be done ; though the far greater part of man- 
kind agree in their list of virtues and duties, of vices and 
crimes ; and though the whole race, as it advances in other im- 
provements, is as evidently tending towards the moral system 
of the most civilised nations, as children in their growth tend 
to the opinions as much as to the experience and strength of 
adults ; yet there are no questions in the circle of inquiry 
to which answers more various have been given than — How 
have men thus come to agree in the rule of life ? Whence 
arises their general reverence for it ? and, What is meant by 
affirming that it ouglit to be inviolably observed ? It is singular, 
that where we are most nearly agreed respecting rules, we 
should perhaps most differ as to the camc8 of our agreement, 
and as to the reasons which justify us for adhering to it The 
discussion of these subjects composes what is usually called 
the Theory of MoraUy in a sense not in all respects coincident 
with what is usually considered as Tlicory in other sciences. 
When we investigate the causes of our moral agreement, the 
term Theory retains its ordinary scientific sense ; but when 
we endeavour to ascertain the reasons of it, we ratlier employ 
the term as importing the theory of the rules of an art. In 

moignngc. Les Orioiitaux, ct les Grecs, v.t Ics Komains nouvieiment en 
cela ; et il fuudroit 6trt; abruti quef itis sauva|;ea Aineiicains pour 

approuver leiirs coutuines, plcines d uiie cruauto qui passe mCine celle 
d(^s beflL's. Ocpend(mt ecu mtJmc snuvages sc.nU'nt him cc que dest que la 
junticc en (Vautres occasions; et quoiqiic il ii’y ait ])oiiit de niauviiise 
pratique pejjt-etre qui iie soit autorisee quelque part, il y en a peu pour- 
tunt qui ne soieut condamiice^ le })lus soiivent, et par la plus gi*ande 
partie des homines.” (beibnitz, (Eavres PMlosophiqucs, p. 49, Ainst. 
et Leipz. 1705, 4to.) 

There are some admirable observations on this subject in Hartley, 
especially in the development of the 49th Troposition. “ The mle of life 
drawn from the practice and opinions of mankind corrects and improves 
itself perjictuallyy till at last it determines entirely for virtue^ and ex- 
cludes all kinds and degrees of vice.** {Observations on Man^ i. 270.) 
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the first case, Theory denotes, as usual, the most general laws 
to which certain facts can be reduced ; whereas, in the second, 
it points out the efficacy of the observance, in practice, of cer- 
tain rules, for producing the effects intended to be produced 
in the art. These reasons also may be reduced under the 
general sense, by stating tlie question relating to them thus : — 
What are the causes why the observance of certain rules 
enables us to execute certain purposes ? An account of the 
various answers attempted to be made to these inquiries 
properly forms the History of Ethics. 

The attentive reader may already perceive that these 
momentous inquiries relate to at least two perfectly distinct 
subjects: — 1. The nature of the distinction between rigljt and 
wrong in human conduct ; and 2. The nature of those feelings 
with which right and wrong are contemplated by human beings. 
The latter constitutes wliat has been called the Theory of 
Moral Sentmenfa ; the former consists in an investigation 
into the Criterion of Morality in action. Other most import- 
ant questions arise in this province. But the two problems 
which have been just stated, and the essential distinction 
between them, must be clearly apprehended by all who are 
desirous of understanding the controversies which have pre- 
vailed on ethical subjects. Tlie discrimination has seldom 
been made by Moral Philosophels ; the difference between 
the two problemsriias nev* been unifo^’mly observed by any of 
them ; and it will appear, in the sequel, that they have^been 
not rarely altogether confounded by very eminent men, to the 
destruction of all just conception and of all correct j^easSning 
in this most important, and perhaps most difficult, of sciences. 

It may therefore be allowable to deviate so far from histori- 
cal order, as to illustrate the nature and to prove the import- 
ance of the distinction, by an example of the effects of 
neglecting it, taken from the recent works of justly celebrated 
writers; in which they discuss questions much acritated.in 
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the present age, and therefore probably now familiar to most 
readers of this Dissertation. 

Dr. Paley represents the principle of a moral sense as 
being opposed to that of utility.* Now, it is evident that 
this representation is founded on a confusion of the two 
questions which have been stated above. That we are en- 
dued with a moral sense, or, in other words, a faculty which 
immediately approves what is right, and condemns what is 
wrong, is only a statement of the feelings with which we con- 
template actions. But to affirm that right actions are those 
which conduce to the wellbeing of mankind, is a proposition 
concerning the outward effects by which right actions them- 
selves may be recognised. As these affirmations relate to 
different subjects, they cannot be opposed to each other, any 
more than the solidity of earth is inconsistent with the 
fluidity of water ; and a very little reflection will show it to 
be easily conceivable that they may be both true. Man may 
be so constituted as instantaneously to approve certain actions 
without any reference to their consequences ; and yet reason 
may nevertheless discover, that a tendency to produce 
general happiness is the essential characteristic of such 
actions. Mr. Bentham also contrasts the principle of utility 
with that of sympathy, of which he considers the moral sense 
as being one of the formSJf It is needless to repeat, that 
propositions which affirm or defly anything of different 
subjects cannot contradict each other. As these celebrated 
persons have thus inferred or implied the non-existence of a 
moral sense, from their opinion that the morality of actions 
depends upon their useftilness ; so other philosophers of 
equal name have concluded that the utility of actions cannot 
be the criterion of their morality, because a perception of that 

* Priiieiples of Moral and Political Philosophy, Compare book i. 
chap. V. with book ii. chap. vi. 

^ Introduction to the Principles of MoraXitj and Legi^ion^ chap. ii. 
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utility appears to them to form a faint and inconsiderable 
part of our moral sentiments, if indeed it be at all discover- 
able in them.* These errors are the more remarkable, be- 
cause the like confusion of perceptions with their objects, of 
emotions with their causes, or even the omission to mark 
the distinctions, would, in every other subject, be felt to be 
a most serious fault in philosophising. If, for instance, an 
element were discovered to bo common to all bodies which 
our taste perceives to bo sweet, and to be found in no other 
bodies, it is apparent that this discovery, perhaps important 
in other respects, would affect neither our perception of 
sweetness nor the pleasure which attends it. Both would 
continue to be what they have been since the existence of 
mankind. Every proposition concerning that element would 
relate to sweet bodies, and belong to the science of Chemistry ; 
wliilo every proposition respecting the perception or pleasure 
of sweetness would relate either to the body or mind of man, 
and accordingly belong cither to the science of Physiology, or 
to that of Mental Philosophy. During the many ages which 
passed before the analysis of the sun's beams had proved them 
to bo compounded of different colours, white objects were 
seen, and their whiteness was sometimes felt to be beautiful, 
in the very same manner as since that discovery. The 
qualities of light are the object' of Optics ; the nature of 
beauty can be asuertainecf only by ea^fh man's observation of 
his own mind ; the changes in the living frame which succeed 
the refraction of light in the eye, and precede mental opera- 
tion, will, if they are ever to be known by man, ^constitute 
a part of Physiology. But no proposition relating to one of 
these orders of phenomena can contradict or support a pro- 
position concerning another order.* 

* Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments^ Part iv. Even Hume, in the 
third book of his Treatise of Human Nature, the most precise, ptsrhaps, 
of his philosophical writings, uses the following as the title of one of 
the sections : “ Moral jbisTiRCTiONS derived from a Moral Sense," 



14 


PKELIMINAKY OBSERVATIONS. 


The analogy of this latter case will justify another pre- 
liminary observation. In the case of the pleasure derived 
from beauty, the question whether that pleasure he original 
or derived is of secondary importance. It has been often ob- 
served that the same properties which are admired as beautiful 
in the horse, contribute also to his safety and speed ; and 
they who infer that the admiration of beauty was originally 
founded on the convenience of fleetness and firmness, if they 
at the same time hold that the usefulness is gradually eflaced, 
and that the admiration of a certain shape at length rises 
instantaneously without reference to any purpose, may, with 
perfect consistency, regard a sense of beauty as an indepen- 
dent and universal principle of human nature. The laws of 
such a feeling of beauty are discoverable only by self-observa- 
tion. Those of the qualities which call it forth are ascei‘tained 
by examination of the outward things which are called 
beautiful. But it is of the utmost importance to bear in 
mind, that he who contemplates the beautiful proportions of 
a horse, as the signs and proofs of security or quickness, and 
has in view these convenient qualities, is properly said to 
prefer the horse for his usefulness, not for his beauty ; though 
he may choose him for the same outward appearance which 
pleases the admirer of the beautiful animal. He alone who 
derives immediate pleasure' from the appearance itself, with- 
out reflection on any ad-^^antages wditch it mayr promise, is truly 
said k) feel the beauty. The distinction, however, manifestly 
depends not on the origin of the emotion, but on its object 
and natu^-e when completely formed. Many of our most 
important perceptions thiough the eye are universally ac- 
knowledged to bo acquired. But they arc as general as the 
original perceptions of that^rgan ; they arise as independently 
of our will, and human nature would be quite as im- 
perfect without them. An adult who did not immediately 
sea the difierent distances of objects from his eye, would be 
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thought by every one to be as great a deviation from the 
ordinary state of man as if he were incapable of distinguish- 
ing the brightest sunshine from the darkest midnight. Ac- 
quired perceptions and sentiments may therefore be termed 
natural, as much as those which are more commonly so called, 
if they be as rarely found wanting. Ethical theories can 
never be satisfactorily discussed by those who do not con- 
stantly bear in mind that the question concerning the exist- 
ence of a moral faculty in man, which immediately approves 
or disapproves, without reference to any further object, is 
perfectly distinct, on the one hand, from that wliich incpiires 
into the qualities thus approved or disapproved ; and on the 
other from an inquiry whotlier that faculty be derived from 
other parts of our mental frame, or bo itself one of the ulti- 
mate constituent principles of human nature. 
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SECTION II 

RETROSPECT OF ANCIENT ETHICS. 

Inquiries concerning the nature of mind, the first principles 
of knowledge, the origin and government of the world, appear 
to have been among the earliest objects which employed 
the understanding of civilised men. Fragments of such 
speculations are handed down from the legendary age of Greek 
philosophy. In the remaining monuments of that more 
ancient form of civilisation which sprang up in Asia, we see 
clearly that the Braraiiiical philosophers, in times perhaps 
before the dawn of western history, had run round that dark 
and little circle of systems which an unquenchable thirst of 
knowledge has since urged both the speculators of ancient 
Greece and those of Christendom to retrace. The wall of 
adamant which bounds human inquiry has scarcely ever been 
discovered by any adventurer, until he was roused by the 
shock which drove him back. It is otherwise with the theory 
of morals. No controversy seems to have arisen regarding it 
in Greece, till the rise and conflict of the Stoical and Epi- 
curean schools ; and th^s ethical disputes ofrthe modern world 
originated with the writings of Hobbes, about the middle of 
the seventeenth century. Perhaps the longer abstinence from 
debate on^ this subject may have sprung from reverence for 
morality. Perhaps also, where the world were unanimous in 
their practical opinions, little need was felt of exact theory. 
The teachers of morals wero content with partial or secondary 
principles, with the combination of principles not always re- 
concilable, even with vague but specious phrases which in 
any degree explained or seemed to explain the rules of the 
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art of life — which seemed at once too evident to need investi- 
gation, and too venerable to be approached by controversy. 

Perhaps the subtile genius of Greece was in part with- 
held from indulging itself in ethical controversy by the in- 
fluence of Socrates, who was much more a teacher of virtue 
than even a searcher after truth — 

Whom, well inspired, the oracle pronounced 
Wisest of men. 

It was doubtless because he chose that better part that he 
was thus spoken of by the man whose commendation is glory, 
and who, from the loftiest eminence of moral genius ever 
reached by a mortal, was perhaps alone worthy to place a new 
crown on the brow of the martyr of virtue. 

Aristippus indeed, a wit and a worldling, borrowed nothing 
from the conversations of Socrates but a few maxims for 
husbanding the enjoyments of sense. Antisthdnes also, a 
hearer, but not a follower, founded a school of parade and 
exaggeration, which caused his master to disown him by the 
ingenious rebuke, I see your vanity through your threadbare 
cloak.”* The modest doubts of the most sober of moralists, 
and his indisposition to fruitless abstractions, were in process 
of time employed as the foundation of systematic scepticism ; 
the most presumptuous, inapplicable, and inconsistent of all 
the results of huiuan meflitation. But though his lessons 
were thus distorted by the perverse ingenuity of some^who 
heard him, the authority of his practical sense may be traced 
in the moral writings of those most celebrated phi^sopiiers 
who were directly or indirectly his disciples. 

Plato, the most famous of his scholars, the most eloquent 
of Grecian writers, and the earliest* moral philosopher whose 
writings have come down to us, employed his genius in the 
composition of dialogues, in which his master performed the 

* Diog.*Laert. vi. .Lilian, ix. 35. 

0 
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principal part These beantifal conversations would h'- dve 
lost their charm of verisimilitude^ of dramatic vivacit ^7^ of 
picturesque representation of character, if they had bey sub- 
jected to the constraint of method. They necessarily /presup- 
pose much oral instruction. They frequently qi/ote> and 
doubtless oftener allude to, the opinions of predeft^®®®ors and 
contemporaries whose works have perished, an# whose 
doctrines only some fragments are preserved. | ^ these 
circumstances, it must be difficult for the most l^pamed* and 
philosophical of his commentators to give a just rep*resentation 
of his doctrines, if he really framed or adoptc(iv5^®7®^®™' 
The moral part of his works is more accessible.* The vein 
of thought which runs through them is always visible. The 
object is to inspire the love of truth, of wisdom, of beauty, 
especially of goodness the highest beauty, and of that supreme 
and eternal Mind, which contains all truth and wisdom, all 
beauty and goodness. By the love or delightful comtempla- 
tion and pursuit of these transcendent aims for their own 
^ko only, he represented the mind of man as raised from 
low and perishable objects, and prepared for those high 
destinies which appointed for all those who are capable 
of them. 

The application to moral qualities of terms which denote 
outward beauty, though by him perhaps carried to excess, is 
an illustrative metaphor, as well warranted*’ by the poverty of 
lang'tiage, as any other employed to signify the acts or attri- 
butes of mind.t The heautifid in his language denoted all 

* Heiisde, Initia Philosojiih. Plat. 1827 ; a hitherto incomplete work 
of great perspicuity and elegance, in which we must excuse the par- 
tiality wliich belongs to a labour of love. 

+ The most probable etymology of koXos seems to be from irgw to 
bum. What bums commonly slum's. ^Sfc/ion, in German, which means 
beautiful, is derived from sckdinen, to shine. The word koKoi was used 
for right so early as the Homeric Poems. (II. xvii. 19.) In the philo- 
sophical age it became a technical term, with little other remains of the 
metaphorical sense than what the genius and art of a fine writer might 
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that of which the mere contemplation is in itself delightful, 
without any admixture of organic pleasure, and without being 
regarded as the means of attaining any further end. The 
feeling which belongs to it he called l(yoe ; a word which, as 
comprehending complacency, benevolence, and afiFection, and 
reaching from the neighbourhood of the senses to the most 
sublime of human thoughts, is foreign from the colder and 
more exact language of our philosophy ; but which perhaps 
then happily served to lure both the lovers of poetry and the 
votaries of superstition to the school of truth and goodness in 
the groves of the Academy. He enforced these lessons by an 
inexhaustible variety of just and beautiful illustrations, — 
sometimes striking from their familiarity, sometimes subduing 
by their grandeur ; and his works are the store-house from 
which moralists have from age to age borrowed the means of 
rendering moral instruction easier and more delightful. Virtue 
he represented as the harmony of the whole soul ; — as a peace 
between all its principles and desires, assigning to each as 
much space as they can occupy without encroaching on each- 
other ; — as a state of perfect health, in which every function 
was performed with ease, pleasure, and vigour; — as a well- 
ordered commonwealth, where the obedient passions executed 
with energy the laws and commands of reason. The vicious 
mind presented the odious character, sometimes of discord, of 
war ; — sometimes of disease — ^always of passions warring with 
each other in eternal anarchy. Consistent with himself, and 
at peace with his fellows, the good man felt in the quiet of »hi& 
conscience a foretaste of the approbation of God. ** cfh, what 
ardent love would virtue inspire if she could be seen!” “If 
the heart of a tyrant could be laid bare, we should see how it 

sometimes rekindle, ffojvestim, the term by which Cicero translates 
the KoXoPf being derived from outward honours, is a less happy meta- 
phor. In our language th& terms, being from foreign roots, contribute 
nothing to illustrate the progress of thought. 
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was cnt and tom by its own evil passions, and by an avenging 
conscience.” * 

Perhaps in every one of these illustrations, an eye trained 
in the history of Ethics may discover the germ of the whole, or 
of a part, of some subsequent theory. But to examine it thus 
would not be to look at it with the eye of Plato. His aim 
T^as as practical as that of Socrates. He employed every 
topic, without regard to its place in a system, or even always 
to its force as argument, which could attract the small portion 
of the community then accessible to cultivation ; who, it 
should not be forgotten, had no moral instructor but the 
phDosopher, unaided, if not thwarted, by the reigning super- 
stition ; for religion had not then, besides her own discoveries, 
brought down the most awful and the most beautiful forms 
of moral truth to the humblest station in human society. t 

Ethics retained her sober spirit in the hands of his great 
scholar and rival Aristotle, who, though he certainly surpassed 
all men in acute distinction, in subtile argument, in severe 

* Let it not he forgotten, that for this temhlcj description, Socrates, 
to whom it is ascrihecl by Plato {Be Kep, ix.), is called “ PrccfttaTUissimm 
sapic'ntice,'* by a wwter of the most raasenhne understanding, the least 
subject to be transported by enthusiasm. (Tac. Ann. vi. 6.) '"'‘Quae 
vulncra I ” says Cicero, in alluding to the same ])assage. {Be Offidis, 
hi. 21.) 

t There can hardly be a finer exanjdc of Plato’s practical morals 
than his observations on the treatment of slave#. Genuine humanity 
aud%*eal juobity, says he, are brought to the test by the behaviour of a 
man to slaves, whom he may wrong with im])unity. AiadrjXof yap 6 
Kai p.7j irXacrrus rrip dlKTjPy picrutP 5c orrws to adiKOP ep tovtois 

nap apOf^TTUP ep ols awry pq.diop adixeip. (Plato dc Legibus, lib. vi. edit. 
Bipont. VIII. 303.) ^ 

Tliat Plato was considered as the fountain of ancient morals would 
be sufficiently evident from, Cicero alone. “Ex hoc igitur Platonis, 
quasi quodam sancto augustoque fonte, nostra omnis manabit oratio.” 
{Tu8c. QueeM. v. 13.) Perhaps the sober Quintilian meant to mingle 
some censure with the highest praise : “ Plato, qui eloquendi facultate 
divina quadam et Homerica, multum supra prosam orationem surgit.” 
{Inst. Orat. x. 1.) 



GREECE. 


21 


method, in the power of analysing what is most compounded, 
and of reducing to simple principles the most various and 
unlike appearances, yet appears to be still more raised above 
his fellows by the prodigious faculty of laying aside these 
extraordinary endowments whenever his present purpose 
required it ; as in his History of Animals, in his Treatises on 
Philosophical Criticism, and in his Practical Writings, politi 
cal as well as moral. Contrasted as his genius was to that of 
Plato, not only by its logical and metaphysical attributes, but 
by the regard to experience and observation of nature which, 
in him perhaps alone, accompanied them : — though they may 
be considered as the original representatives of the two anta- 
gonist tendencies of philosophy — that which would ennoble 
man, and that which seeks rather to explain nature ; yet, 
opposite as they are in other respects, the master and the 
scholar combine to guard the Eule of Life against the licen- 
tious irruptions of the Sophists. 

In Ethics alone their systems differed more in words than 
in things.* That happiness consisted in virtuous pleasure, 
chiefly dependent on the state of mind, but not unaflected by 
outward agents, was the doctrine of both. Both would with 
Socrates have called happiness “ unrepented pleasure. hi either 
distinguished the two elements which they represented as 
constituting the supreme good from each other ; partly, per- 
haps, from a fear qf appeaMng to separate them. Plato more 
habitually considered happiness as the natural fruit of vir|ue ; 
Aristotle oftener viewed virtue as the means of attaining 
happiness. The celebrated doctrine of the Peripatetic^, w&ch 
placed all virtues in a medium beUveen opposite vices, was 

■* “ Una et consentions duobus vocahulis philosophiae fonna instituta 
est, Aca(l(!Tnicoruia et Pcripatcticorum ; •ejui rebus coiigrucntes, noiiii- 
nibus differebant. (Cic. Acad. Qacest. i. 4.) BouXerai (ApttrroreXi/y) 
hiTTOv eiPM TOP Kara ipi\o<TO<piap \oyop’ top fiep rrpaKTiKOP, top be OeupriTiKOP. 
Kai Tov irpaKTiKov, top t€ r}0iKOP Kai ttoXitikop. tov de ffeoitpijTiKov, top tc 
ipvffiKOP Kai \oyiKOP. (Diogp Lacri. v. 28.) 
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probably suggested by the Platonic representation of its 
necessity to keep up harmony between the different parts of 
our nature. The perfection of a compound machine is attained 
where all its parts have the fullest scope for action. Where 
one is so far exerted as to repress others, there is a vice of 
excess. When any one has less activity than it might exert 
without disturbing others, there is a vice of defect. Tlie point 
which all reach without collision against each other, is the 
mediocrity in which the Peripatetics placed virtue. 

It was not till near a century after the death of Plato 
that Etliics became the scene of philosophical contest between 
the adverse schools of Epicurus and Zeno; whose errors 
afford an instructive example that, in the formation of theory, 
partial truth is equivalent to absolute falsehood. As the 
astronomer who left either the centripetal or the centrifugal 
force of the planets out of his view would err as completely 
as he who excluded both, so the Epicureans and Stoics, who 
each confined themselves to real but not exclusive principles 
in morals, departed as yddely from the truth as if they had 
adopted no part of it. Every partial theory is indeed directly 
false, inasmuch as it ascribes to one or few causes what is 
produced by more. As the extreme opinions of one if not 
both of these schools have been often revived with variations 
and refinements in modern times, and are still not without 
influence on ethical syptems, it maybe alloy^able to make some 
observations on this earliest of moral controversies. 

“ All other virtues,” said Epicurus, “ grow from prudence, 
which teaches that we cannot live pleasurably without living 
justly and virtuously, noT* live justly and virtuously without 
living pleasurably.” * The illustration of this sentence formed 
the whole moral discipline of Epicurus. To him we owe the 
general concurrence of reflecting men in succeeding times in 

* Epic. ad Menosc, apud Diog. Laert lib. x. edit. Meibom. I. 
658 , 656 . 
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the important truth, that men cannot he happy without a 
virtuous frame of mind and course of life ; a truth of inesti- 
mable value, not peculiar to the Epic\ireans,but placed by their 
exaggerations in a stronger light ; — a truth, it must bo added, 
of less importance as a motive to right conduct than to the 
completeness of Moral Theory, which, however, it is very far 
from solely constituting. With that truth the Epicureans 
blended another position, which indeed is contained in the 
first words of the above statement ; namely, that because 
virtue promotes happiness, every act of virtue must be done 
in order to promote the happiness of the agent. They and 
their modem followers tacitly assume that the latter position 
is the consequence of the former ; as if it were an inference 
from the necessity of food to life, that the fear of death should 
be substituted for the appetite of hunger as a motive for eating. 
** Friendship,” says Epicurus, "is to be pursued by the wise 
man only for its usefulness, but he will begin as he sows the 
field in order to reap.” * It is obvious that if these words 
be confined to outward benefits, they may be sometimes true 
but never can be pertinent ; for outward acts sometimes show 
kindness, but never compose it. If they be applied to kind 
feeling they would indeed be pertinent, bht they would be 
evidently and totally false ; for it is most certain that no man 
acquires an affection merely from kis belief that it would be 
agreeable or advaj^tageou^o feel it. Kindness cannot indeed 
be pursued on account of the pleasure which belongs tf it ; 
for man can no more know the pleasure till he has felt the 
affection, than he can form an idea of colour without ^he dense 
of sight. lb.e moral character of Epicurus was excellent ; no 
man more enjoyed the pleasure or better performed the duties 
of friendship. The letter of his ^stem was no more indul- 

* Ti 7 i» 0(Xtav 8ta nyi x/>c‘W (l^iog* Laert. ibid,) “Hie est locus,” 
Gassendi confesses, “ ob quern Epicurus non parum vexatur, quando 
nemo non reprehendit, parari amicitiam non sui, sed utilitatis gratia.” 
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gent to vice than that of any other moralist.* Although, 
therefore, he has the merit of having more strongly inculcated 
the connection of virtue mth happiness, perhaps by the faulty 
excess of treating it as an exclusive principle ; yet his doctrine 
was justly charged with indisposing the mind to those exalted 
and generous sentiments, without which no pure, elevated, 
bold, generous, or tender virtues can exist, j- 

As Epicurus represented the tendency of virtue, which is 
a most important truth in ethical theory, as the sole induce- 
ment to virtuous practice ; so Zeno, in his disposition towards 
the opposite extreme, was inclined to consider the moral 
sentiments which are the motives of right conduct as being 
the sole principles of moral science. The confusion was 
equally great in a philosoj^hical view ; but that of Epicurus 
was more fatal to interests of higher importance than those 
of philosophy. Had the Stoics been content with affirming 
that virtue is the source of all that part of our happiness 
Which depends on ourselves, they would have taken a position 
from which it would have been impossible to drive them : 
they would have laid down a principle of as great comprehen- 
sion in practice as their wider pretensions ; a simple and 
incontrovertible truth, beyond which everything is an object 
of mere curiosity to man. Our information, howcv(jr, about 
the opinions of the more ‘celebrated Stoics is very scanty. 
None of their own writings arc pieserved.,. We know little 
of tlfcm but from Cicero, the tnuislator of Grecian philosophy, 
and from the Greek compilers of a later age ; authorities 
whi6h wpuld be imperfect in the history of facts, but which 

* It is due to liim^to observe that lie treated huuiaiiity towards 
slaves as one of the cliaracteristics of a wise man. Owe KoXa^eip 
OLKcras, eXerfffeiv ficv toi, Kai air/yvujfiTiv rivi tojp (rirov5aiup. (Diog. 
Laert. ibid. 65S.) It is not unworthy of remark that neither Plato nor 
Epicurus thought it necessary to abstain from these topics in a city full 
of slaves, many of whom were men not destitute of knowledge. 

+ “ Nil geiierosum, nil maguificum sapit.” (Cicero.) 
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are of far less value in the history of opinions, where a right 
•conception often depends upon the minutest distinctions 
between words. We know that Zeno was more simple, and 
that Chrysippus, who was accounted the prop of the Stoic 
Porch, abounded more in subtile distinctions and systematic 
spirit.* His power was attested as much by the antagonists 
whom he called forth, as by the scholars whom he formed. 
“ Had there been no Chrysippus, there would have boon no 
Carneades,” was the saying of the latter philosopher himself ; 
as it might have been said in the eighteenth century, “ Had 
there been no Hume, there would have been no Kant and no 
Keid.’* Cleanthes, when one of his followers would pay court 
to him by laying vices to the charge of his most formidable 
opponent, Arcesilaus the academic, answered with a justice 
and candour unhappily too rare, “Silence, — do not malign 
him j — though he attacks virtue by his arguments, he confirms 
its authority by his life.” Arcesilaus, whether modestly or 
churlishly, replied, “ I do not choose to bo flattered.” Clean- 
thes, with a superiority of repartee, as well as charity, replied, 
“Is it flattery to say that you speak one thing and do 
another ] ” It would be vain to expect that the fragments 
of the Professors who lectured in the St^c School for flve 
hundred years should be capable of being moulded into one 
consistent system ; and we see that in Epictetus at least, the 
exaggeration of the sect was lowered ty the level of reason, by 
confining the sufficiency of virtue to those cases only where 
happiness is attainable by our voluntary acts. It ought to 
be added, in extenuation of a noble error, that the ^ower of 
habit and character to struggle against outward evils has been 
proved by experience to be in some instances so prodigious, 

* “ Chrysippus, qui fulcire putatur ]>orticum Stoicorum.” (Cicero.) 
Elsewhere, “ Acutissimus, sed in scribendo cxilis et jojunus, scripsit 
rhetoricam seu potius obmutescendi artem ; ” nearly as we should speak 
of a Schoolman. • 
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that no man can presume to fix the utmost limit of its possible 
increase. 

The attempt, however, of the Stoics to stretch the bounds 
of their system beyond the limits of nature produced the 
inevitable inconvenience of dooming them to fluctuate between 
a wild fanaticism on the one hand, and, on the other, conces- 
sions which left their differences from other philosophers 
purely verbal Many of their doctrines appear to be modifi- 
cations of their original opinions, introduced as opposition 
became more formidable. In this manner they were driven 
to the necessity of admitting that the objects of our desires 
and appetites are worthy of preference, though they are denied 
to be constituents of happiness. It was thus that they were 
obliged to invent a double morality ; one for mankind at 
large, from whom was expected no more than the xaOfiKov , — 
which seems principally to have denoted acts of duty done 
from inferior or mixed motives ; and the other, which they 
appear to have hoped from their ideal wise man, is 
or perfect observance of rectitude, — ^which consisted only in 
moral acts done from more reverence for morality, unaided by 
any feelings ; all which (^vithout the exception of pity) they 
classed among thfe enemies of reason and the disturbers of 
the human soul. Thus did they sluink from their proudest 
paradoxes into verbal evasions. It is remarkable that men 
so acute did ^ot perceive and acknowledge that if pain were 
not ?n evil, cruelty would not be a vice ; and that if patience 
were of power to render torture indifferent, virtue must expire 
in the moment of victory. There can be no more triumph 
when there is no enemy left to conquer.* 

The influence of men’s opinions on the conduct of their 
lives is checked and modifijed by so many causes — it so much 

* “ Patience, sovereign o*er transmuted ill.” But as soon as the ill 
was really “transmuted” into good, it is evident that there was no 
longer any scope left for the exercise of patieLce. 
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depends on the strength of conviction, on its habitual combi- 
nation and feelings, on the concurrence or resistance of interest, 
passion, example, and sympathy — ^that a wise man is not the 
most forward in attempting to determine the power of its single 
operation over human actions. In the case of an individual 
it becomes altogether uncertain. But when the experiment 
is made on a large scale, when it is long continued and varied 
in its circumstances, and especially when great bodies of men 
are for ages the subject of it, we cannot reasonably reject the 
consideration of the inferences to which it appears to lead. 
The Koman Patriciate, trained in the conquest and govern- 
ment of the civilised world, in spite of the tyrannical vices 
which sprang from that training, were raised by the greatness 
of their objects to an elevation of genius and character un- 
matched by any other aristocracy ; at the moment when, after 
preserving their power by a long course of wise compromise 
with the people, they were betrayed by the army and the 
populace into the hands of a single tyrant of their own order 
— ^the most accomplished of usurpers, and, if humanity and 
justice could for a moment be silenced, one of the most illus- 
trious of men. There is no scene in history so memorable as 
that in which Cmsar mastered a nobility of which Lucullus 
and Hortensius, Sulpicius and Catulus, Pompey and Cicero, 
Brutus and Cato, were members. • This renowned body had, 
from the time of^Scipio, bought the <Sreek philosophy as an 
amusement or an ornament. Some few, “ in thought ^toore 
elevate,” caught the love of truth, and were ambitious of dis- 
covering a solid foundation for the Eule of life. Jhe influ- 
ence of the Grecian systems was tried by their effect on a body 
of men of the utmost originality, energy, and variety of cha- 
racter, during the five centuries between Cameades and Con- 
stantine, in their successive positions of nilers of the world, 
and of slaves under the best and under the worst of uncon- 
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trolled masters. If we had found this influence perfectly 
uniform, we should have justly suspected our own love of 
system of having in part bestowed that appearance on it. 
Had there been no trace of such an influence discoverable in 
so great an experiment, we must have acquiesced in the 
paradox, that opinion does not at all affect conduct. The 
result is the more satisfactory, because it appears to illustrate 
general tendency without excluding very remarkable excep- 
tions. Though Cassius was an Epicurean, the true representa- 
tive of that school was the accomplished, prudent, friendly, 
good-natured timeserver Atticus, the pliant slave of every 
tyrant, who could kiss the hand of Antony, imbrued as it was 
in the blood of Cicero. The pure school of Plato sent forth 
Marcus Brutus, the signal humanity of whoso life was both 
necessary and sufficient to prove that his daring breach of 
venerable rules flowed only from that dire necessity which 
left no other means of upholding the most sacred principles. 
The Eoman orator, though in speculative questions he em- 
braced that mitigated doubt which allowed most ease and 
freedom to his genius, yet in those moral writings where his 
heart was most deeply interested, followed the severest sect 
of philosophy, and became almost a Stoic. If any conclusion 
may be hazarded from this trial of systems, the greatest which 
history has recorded, we must not refuse our decided though 
not undistinguishing p’^ference to'^hat noble school which 
prcs(f»’ved great souls untainted at the court of dissolute and 
ferocious tyrants ; which exalted the slave of one of Nero’s 
courtiers to be a moral teacher of aftertimes; which for the 
first, and hitherto for the only time, breathed philosophy and 
justice into those rflles of law which govern the ordinary 
concerns of every man ; and which, above all, has contributed, 
by the examples of Marcus Porcius Cato, and of Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus, to raise the dignity of our species, to 
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keep alive a more ardent love of virtue, and a more awful 
sense of duty, throughout all generations.* 

The result of this short review of the practical philosophy 
of Greece seems to he, that though it was rich in rules for 
the conduct of life, and in exhibitions of the beauty of virtue, 
and though it contains glimpses of just theory, and fragments 
of perhaps every moral truth, yet it did not leave behind any 
precise and coherent system; unless we except that of 
Epicurus, who purchased consistency, method, and perspicuity, 
too dearly by the sacrifice of truth, and by narrowing and 
lowering his views of human nature, so as to enfeeble, if not 
extinguish, all the vigorous motives to arduous virtue. It is 
remarkable, that while of the eight Professors who taught in 
the Porch, from Zeno to Posidonius, every one either softened 
or exaggerated the doctrines of his predecessor; and while 
the beautiful and reverend philoso])hy of Plato had, in his 
own Academy, degenerated into a scepticism which did not 
spare morality itself, the system of l^picurus remained with- 
out change; and his disciples continued for ages to show 
personal honours to his memory, in a manner which may 
seem unaccountable among those who were^taught to measure 
propriety by a calculation of palpable and outward usefulness. 
This steady adherence is in part doubtless attributable to the 
portion of tnith which the doctrine contains ; in some degree 
perhaps to the aAiable and unboastfu? character of Epicurus ; 
not a little, it may be, to the dishonour of deserting an 
unpopular cause ; but probably most of all to that mental 

indolence which disposes the mind to rest in a simple system, 

• 

* Of all testimonies to the character of the Stoics, perhaps the most 
decisive is the speech of the vile sycophant Capito, in the mock im- 
peachment of Thrasea Ptetus, before a senate of slaves : “ Ut quondam 
C. Csesai’em et M. Catonem, ita nunc te, Nero, et Thraseam, avida dis- 
cordiamm civitas loquitur. . . . Ista secta Tuberones et Favonios, veteri 
quoque reipublicae ingrat|i nomina, gen nit.” (Tacit. Ann. xvi 22 .) 

See Notes and Illustrations, Note A. 
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compreliended at a glance, and easily falling in, both with 
ordinary maxims of discretion, and with the vulgar con^mon- 
places of satire on human nature.* When all instruction 
was conveyed by lectures, and when one master taught the 
whole circle of the sciences in one school, it was natural that 
the attachment of pupils to a Professor should be more devoted 
than when, as in our times, he can teach only a small portion 
of a knowledge spreading towards infinity, and even in his 
own little province finds a rival in every good writer who has 
treated the same subject The superior attachment of the 
Epicureans to their master is not without some parallel among 
the followers of similar principles in our own ago, who have 
also revived some part of that indifference to eloquence and 
poetiy, which may be imputed to the habit of contemplating 
all things in relation to happiness, and to (what seems its 
uniform effect) the egregious miscalculation which leaves a 
multitude of mental pleasures out of the account. It may be 
said, indeed, that the Epicurean doctrine lias continued with 
little change to the present day ; at least it is certain that no 
other ancient doctrine has proved so capable of being restored 
in the same form among the modems ; and it may be added 
that Hobbes and Gassendi, as well as some of our own contem- 
poraries, are as confident in their opinions, and as intolerant 
of scepticism, as the old Epicureans. The resemblance of 
modern to ancient opinions, concerning sotue of those ques- 
tion^ upon which ethical controversy must always hinge, may 
be a sufficient excuse for a retrospect of the Greek morals ; 
which, it' is hoped, will simplify and shorten subsequent obser- 

* Tlie progress of commonplace satire, on sexes or professions, and 
(he might have added) on nations, hjis been exquisitely touched by 
Gray in his remarks on Lydgate. ; a Fragment containing passages as 
finely thought and written as any in English jirose. (Gray’s JVorks, 
Matthias’s edition, vol. i. p. 65.) General satire on mankind is still 
more absurd ; for no invective can be so unreasonable as that which is 
founded on falling short of an ideal standard. 
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vation on those more recent disputes which form the proper 
subject of this discourse. 

The genius of Greece fell with liberty. The Grecian 
philosophy received its mortal wound in the contests between 
scepticism and dogmatism which occupied the schools in the age 
of Cicero. The Sceptics could only perplex, and confute, and 
destroy. Their occupation was gone as soon as they succeeded. 
They had nothing to substitute for what they overthrew ; 
and they rendered their own art of no further use. They 
were no more than venomous animals, who stung their victims 
to death, but also breathed their last into the wound. A 
third age of Grecian literature indeed arose at Alexandria, 
under the Macedonian kings of Egypt ; laudably distinguished 
by exposition, criticism, and imitation, sometimes abused for 
the purposes of literary forgery, still more honoured by some 
learned and highly-cultivated poets, as well as by diligent 
cultivators of history and science ; among whom some began, 
about the first preaching of Christianity, to turn their minds 
once more to that high philosophy which seeks for the funda- 
mental principles of human knowledge. Philo, a learned and 
philosophical Hebrew, one of the flourishing colony of his 
nation established in that city, endeavoured to reconcile the 
Platonic Philosophy with the Mosaic Law and the Sacred 
Books of the Old Testament. About the end of the second 
century, when th^ Christians, Hebrew’s, Pagans, and various 
other sects of semi- or pseudo-Christian Gnostics appeiir to 
have studied in the same schools, the almost inevitable tend- 
ency of doctrines, however discordant, in such circumstances 
to amalgamate, produced its full* eflect under Ammonius 
Saccas; a celebrated Professor, who, by selection from the 
Greek systems, the Hebrew books,*the oriental religions, and 
by some of that concession to the rising spirit of Christianity, 
of which the Gnostics had set the example, composed a veiy 
mixed system, commcfhly designated as the Eclectic Philo- 



32 


RETROSPECT OF ANCIENT ETHICS: 


sophy. The controversies between his contemporaries and 
followers, especially those of Clement and Origen, the victori- 
ous champions of Christianity, with Plotinus and Porphyry, 
who endeavoured to preserve Paganism by clothing it in a 
disguise of philosophical Theism, are, from tlie effects towards 
which they contributed, the most memorable in the history 
of human opinion.* But their connection with modem ethics 
is too faint to warrant any observation in this place, on the 
imperfect and partial memorials of them which have reached 
us. The death of Boethius in the west, and the closing of 
the Athenian scliools by Justinian, may be considered as the 
last events in the history of ancient philosophy.t 

* The change attempt^'^i by Julian, Poiphyiy, nnd their friends, by 
which Tlieisni would have beconui the popular religion, may be esti- 
mated by the memorable passage of Tacitus on the Theism of the Jews. 
In the midst of all the obloquy and opprobrium with which he loads 
that people, his tone suddenly rises when he conies to contemplate 
them as the only nation who paid religious honours to the supreme and 
eternal Mind alone, and his style swells at the sight of so sublime and 
wonderful a scene. “ Summuni ill'ud atque tetenmni, neque mutabile 
neque iiiterituruiii.” 

t The punishment of death was inflicted on Pagans by a law of 
Constantins. “ Voir inns cunctos sacrifieiis abstinere. Si aliquid hujus- 
modi perp(itraverint, gladio ultore sternantur.” (Cod. I. tit. xi. de 
Paganis, a.d. 343 or 346.) From the authorities citcul by Gibbon 
(note, chap, xi.), as well as from some research, it should seem that the 
edict for the su])])ression of the Atheniar s(diools was not admitted into 
the vast collection of laws enacted or system atiseu by Justinian. 
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SECTION III. 

RETROSPECT OF SCHOLASTIC ETHICS. 

An interval of a thousand years elapsed between the close of 
ancient and the rise of modem philosophy ; the most unex- 
plored, yet not the least instructive portion of the history of 
European opinion. In that period the sources of the institu- 
tions, the manners, the characteristic distinctions of modem 
nations, have been traced by a series of philosophical inquirers 
from Montesquieu to Hallam ; and there also, it may be added, 
more than among the ancients, are the well-springs of our 
speculative doctrines and controversies. Far from being 
inactive, the human mind, during that period of exaggerated 
darkness, produced discoveries in science, inventions in art, 
and contrivances in government, some of which, perhaps, were 
rather favoured than hindered by the disord^s of society, and 
by the twilight in which men and things were seen. Had 
Boethius, the last of the ancients, foreseen that within two 
centuries of his death, in the province of Britain, then a prey 
to all the horrors •f barbaric invasion, *a chief of one of the 
fiercest tribes of barbarians should translate into the jai'^on 
of his freebooters the work on The Consolations of Philosophy , 
of which the composition had soothed the cruel impriJDnment 
of the philosophic Koman himself, •he must, even amid his 
sufferings, have derived some gratification from such an assur- 
ance of the recovery of mankind from ferocity and ignorance. 
But had he been allowed to revisit the earth in the middle of 
the sixteenth century, with what wonder and delight might 
he have contemplated* the new and fairer order which was 

D 
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beginning to disclose its beauty, and to promise more tban it 
revealed. He would have seen personal slavery nearly extin- 
guished, and women, first released from oriental imprisonment 
by the Greeks, and raised to a higher dignity among the 
Romans,* at length fast approaching to due equality ; two 
revolutions the most signal and beneficial since the dawn of 
civilisation. He would have seen the discovery of gunpowder, 
which for ever guarded civilised society against barbarians, 
while it transferred military strength from the few to the 
manyj of paper and printing, which rendered a second 
destruction of the repositories of knowledge impossible, as 
well as opened a way by which it was to be finally accessible 
to all mankind ; of the compass, by means of which navigation 
had ascertained the form of the planet, and laid open a new 
continent more extensive than his world. If he had turned 
to civil institutions, ho might have learned that some nations 
had preserved an ancient, simple, and seemingly rude mode 
of legal proceeding, which threw into the hands of the majority 
of men a far larger share of judicial power than was enjoyed 
by them in any ancient democracy. He would have seen 
everywhere the remains of that principle of representation, 
the glory of the Teutonic race, by which popular government, 
anciently imprisoned in cities, became capable of being 
strengthened by its extension over vast countries, to which 
experience cannot even now assign any limits ; and which, in 
tim^js still distant, was to exhibit, in the newly-discovered 
continent, a republican confederacy, likely to surpass the 

I 

* Tlie steps of tliis important progress, as fai- as relates to Athens 
and Romo, are well reiiiarked by one of the finest of the Roman writers. 
“ Quern enim Romauormii pudet uxorem dueere in convivium ? ant 
cujus materfjuriilias non prinlum loeiiiu tenet a.*.dium, atque in celebri- 
tate versatur ? quod nmlto fit aliter in Oneeia ; nam neque in convi- 
vium adhibetur, nisi proi)inquorum, neque sedet nisi in interiore parte 
aediuin, quae Gyiujcconitis appellatur, quo nemo accedit, nisi propinqua 
cognatione conjunctus.” (CorncL Hepos iii l^oefat) 
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Macedonian and Eoman empires in extent, greatness, and 
duration, but gloriously founded on the equal rights, not like 
them on the universal subjection, of mankind. In one respect, 
indeed, he might have lamented that the race of man had 
made a really retrogi'ade movement ; that they had lost the 
liberty of philosophising; that the open exercise of their 
highest faculties was interdicted. But he might also have 
perceived that this giant evil had received a mortal wound 
from Luther, who in his warfare against Eome had struck a 
blow against all human authority, and unconsciously disclosed 
to mankind that they were entitled, or rather bound, to form 
and utter their own opinions, and most of all on the most 
deeply interesting subjects : for although this most fruitful of 
moral truths was not yet so released from its combination with 
the wars and passions of the age as to assume a distinct and 
visible form, its action was already discoverable in the 
divisions among the Eeformers, and in the fears and struggles 
of civil and ecclesiastical oppressors. Tlie Council of Trent, 
and the Courts of Paris, Madrid, and Eome, had before that 
time foreboded the emancipation of reason. 

Though the middle ago be chiefly memcy’able as that in 
which the foundations of a new order of society were laid, 
uniting the stability of the oriental system, without its inflexi- 
bility, to the activity of tfl^ Hellenic civilisation, without its 
disorder and inconstancy, yet it is not unworthy of notico,^on 
account of the subterranean current which flows througli it, 
from the speculations of ancient to those of modem times. 
That dark stream must be uncovered before the historf of the 
European understanding can be thoroughly comprehended. 
It was lawful for the emancipators of reason in their first 
struggles to carry on mortal war agaihst the Schoolmen. The 
necessity has long ceased ; they are no longer dangerous ; and 
it is now felt by philosophers that it is time to explore and 
estimate that vast portibn of the history of philosophy from 
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whicli we have scornfully turned our eyes * A few sentences 
only can he allotted to the subject in this place. In the first 
moiety of the middle age, the darkness of Christendom was 
faintly broken by a few thinly-scattered lights. Even then, 
Moses Ben Maimon taught philosophy among the persecuted 
Hebrews, whose ancient schools had never perhaps been wholly 
interrupted; and a series of distinguished Mahometans, among 
whom two are known to us by the names of Avicenna and 
Averroes, translated the Peripatetic writings into their own 
language, expounded their doctrines in no servile spirit to 
their followers, and enabled the European Christians to make 
those versions of them from Arabic into Latin, which in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries gave birth to the scholastic 
philosophy. 

The Schoolmen were properly theologians, who employed 
philosophy only to define and support that system of Christian 
belief which they and their contemporaries had embraced. 
The founder of that theological system was Aurelius Augus- 
tinus t (called by us Augustin), bishop of Hippo, in the pro- 
vince of Africa ; a man of great genius and ardent character, 
who adopted at different periods in his life the most various, 
but at all times the most decisive and systematic, as well as 
daring and extreme opinions. This extraordinary man became, 

* Tennemaii, Gcschicltc dcr PhilosojMe^ viii. Band. 1811. Cousin, 
Ciy^rs dc VHt^tnire dc 7a Philos, p. 29 ; Paris, ^828. My esteem for 
this admirable writer encourages me to say, that the beauty of his 
diction lias sometimes the same effect on his thoughts that a sunny haze 
produce^ on outward objt^cts ; and to submit to his serious consideration, 
whether the allurements of Schclling’s system liave not betrayed him 
into a too frcMiuent foj-getfulhess that principles, equally adapted to all 
phenomena, furnish in speculation no possible test of their truth, and 
lead, in practi(;e, to total indifference and inactivity respecting human 
affairs. I quote with pleasure an cxccdlent observation from this work. 
“ Le moyen &ge n’est pas autre chose que la formation penible, lente 
et sanglante, de tons Ics elemens de la civilisation moderne ; je dis la 
formation, et non leur developpement.” (P. 27.) 

t Notes and Illustrations, Note B. , 
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after some struggles, the chief Doctor, and for ages almost 
the sole oracle, of the Latin church. It happened by a singu- 
lar accident that the Schoolmen of the twelfth century, who 
adopted his theology, instead of borrowing their defensive 
weapons &om Plato, the fEivourite of their master, had 
recourse for the exposition and maintenance of their doctrines 
to the writings of Aristotle, the least pious of philosophical 
theists. The Augustinian doctrines of original sin, predesti- 
nation, and grace, little known to the earlier Cliristian writers, 
who appear indeed to have adopted opposite and milder 
opinions, were espoused by Augustin himself in his old age ; 
when by a violent swing from his youthful Manicheism, which 
divided the sovereignty of the world between two adverse 
beings, he did not shrink, in liis pious solicitude for tracing 
the power of God in all events, from presenting the most 
mysterious parts of the moral government of the universe, 
in their darkest colours and their sternest shape, as articles 
of faith, the objects of the habitual meditation and practical 
assent of mankind. The principles of his rigorous system, 
though not with all their legitimate consequences, were 
taught in the schools ; respectfully promulgated rather than 
much inculcated by the western church (for m the east these 
opinions seem to have been unknown) ; scarcely perhaps 
distinctly assented to by the maj(5rity of the clergy ; and 
seldom heard of b^ laym^ till the systematic genius and 
fervid eloquence of Calvin rendered them a popular creed* in 
the most devout and moral portion of the Christian world. 
Anselm,* the Piedmontese archbishop of Canterbury, iv^as tlie 
earliest reviver of the Augustinian opinions. Aquinas f was 
their most redoubted champion. To them, however, the latter 
joined others of a different spirit. •Faith, according to him, 
was a virtue, not in the sense in which it denotes the things 


* Died in 1109. 

f Bom in 1224 ; died id 1279. Notes and Illustrations, Note C. 
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believed, but in that in which it signifies the state of mind 
which leads to right belief. Goodness he regarded as the 
moving principle of the Divine government ; justice, as a 
modification of goodness ; and, with all his zeal to magnify 
the sovereignty of God, he yet taught, that though God 
always wills what is just, nothing is just solely because he 
wills it. Scotus,* the most subtile of doctors, recoils from 
the Augustinian rigour, though he rather intimates than avows 
his doubts. He was assailed for his tendency towards the 
Pelagian or anti-Augustinian doctrines by many opponents, 
of whom the most famous in his time was Thomas Bradwar- 
dine,t archbishop of Canterbury, formerly confessor of Edward 
III., whose defence of predestination was among the most 
noted works of that age. He revived the principles of the 
ancient philosophers, who, from Plato to Marcus Aurelius, 
taught that error of judgment, being involuntary, is not the 
proper subject of moral disapprobation; which indeed is 
implied in Aquinas’s account of faith. J But he appears to 
have been the first whose language inclined towards that 
most pernicious of moral heresies, which represents morality 
to be founded on [divine] will. § William of Ockham, the 

* Born about 1265 ; died at Cologne (where his grave is still shown) 
in 1308. Whether he was native of Dunston in Northumberland, or 
of Dunse in Berwickshire, or of Down in Ireland, was a question long 
and wamily cont(!sted ; but which seems to be sef jtled by his biographer, 
Luke Wadding, who quotes a jMissage of Scotus’s Comincntiiry on Aris- 
totle’s Metaphysics, where lie illustrates his author thus : “ As in the 
dejinition of St. Francis, or St. Patrick, man is necessarily presupposed.” 
(Scoti O^icray 1, 3.) As Scotus was a Fiiiiiciscan, the mention of St. 
Patrick seems to show thatj he was an Irishman. Notes and lllustra- 
* tiuns. Note D. *• 

t Bom about 1290, died in 1349 ; the contemporary of Chaucer, 
and jirobably a fellow-student of Wicklilfe and Roger Bacon. His 
principal work was entitl(*d De Causa Dei contra Pclagiumf et de 
Virtutc Cattsarum, Lihri III. 

t Notes and Illustrations, Note E. 


§ Ihid. NoteF. 
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most justly celebrated of English schoolmen, went so far 
beyond this inclination of his master, as to affirm, that, “ if 
God had commanded his creatures to hate himself, the hatred 
of God would ever be the duty of man ; ” a monstrous hyper- 
bole, into which he weis perhaps betrayed by his denial of the 
doctrine of general ideas, the pro-existence of which in the 
Eternal intellect was commonly regarded as the foundation 
of the immutable nature of morality. The doctrine of Ock- 
ham, which, by necessary implication, refuses moral attributes 
to the Deity, and contradicts the existence of a moral govern- 
ment, is practically equivalent to Atheism.* As all devotional 
feelings have moral qualities for their sole object ; as no being 
can inspire love or reverence otherwise than by those qualities 
which are naturally amiable or venerable, this doctrine would, 
if men were consistent, extinguish piety, or, in other words, 
annihilate religion. Yet so astonishing are the contradictions 
of human nature, that this most impious of all opinions pro- 
bably originated in a pious solicitude to magnify the sove- 
reignty of God, and to exalt his authority even above his own 
goodness. Hence wo may understand its adoption by John 
Gerson, the oracle of the Council of Constance, and the great 
opponent of the spiritual monarchy of tlie Pope ; a pious 
mystic, who placed religion in devout feeling.t In further 
explanation, it may be added, that*Gerson was of the sect of 
the Nominalists, of whiclTOckham was*the founder ; and that 
ho was the more ready to follow his master, because they both 
courageously maintained the independence of the State on the 
church, and the authority of the church over the Pope. I'lio 

general opinion of the schools was, Jiowever, that of Aquinas, 

• 

* A passage to this effect, from Ockham, with nearly tlie same re- 
mark, has, since the text was written, hef n discovered on a re-perusal of 
Cudworth’s Immutable Morality, See p. 10. 

+ “Remitto ad quod Occam de hac materia in Lib. Sentent (licit 
in qua explicatione si rudis judicetur, ncscio quid appellabitur sub- 
tilitas.” (Gerson cle vitaTS^irit. Op. iii 14. Hag. Com. 1728.) 
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who, from the native soundness of his own understanding, as 
well as from the excellent example of Aristotle, was averse 
from all rash and extreme dogmas on questions which had 
any relation, however distant, to the duties of life. 

It is very remarkable, though hitherto unobserved, that 
Aquinas anticipated those controversies respecting perfect 
disinterestedness in the religious affections which occupied 
the most illustrious members of his communion* four hundred 
years after his death ; and that he discussed the like question 
respecting the other affections of human nature with a fulness 
and clearness, an exactness of distinction, and a justness of 
determination, scarcely surpassed by the most acute of modem 
philosophers.t It ought to be added, that, according to the 
most natural and reasonable construction of his words, he 
allowed to the church a control only over spiritual concerns, 
and recognised the supremacy of the civil powers in all 
temporal af[airs.| 

It has already been stated that the scholastic system was 
a collection of dialectical subtilties, contrived for the support 
of the corrupted Christianity of that age by a succession of 
divines, whose extraordinary powers of distinction and reason- 
ing were morbidly enlarged in the long meditation of the 
cloister, by the exclusion of every other pursuit, and the con- 
sequent palsy of every other faculty ; who were cut off from 
all the materials on which the mind can opfirate, and doomed 
for ever to toil in defence of what they must never dare to 
examine ; to whom their age and their condition denied the 
€> 

* Bossuct and Fouelon. 

t See Aquinas, Coirum. in iii. Lib. Sentent, distinctio xxix. queest. i. 
art. 3. “ Utmin Deus sit super omnia diligendus ex charitatc.” Art. 4. 
“ Utrum in dilectionc Dei jKWsit liaberi respectus ad aliquam mer- 
cedem.” (Opera, ix. 322, 325.) Some illustmtious of this memorable 
anticipation, which has eacajHid the research even of the industrious 
Tenneman, will be found in the Notes and Illustrations, Note G. 

t Notes and Illustrations, Note U. * 
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means of acquiring literature, of observing nature, or of 
studying mankind. The few in whom any portion of imagi- 
nation and sensibility survived this discipline, retired from 
the noise of debate to the contemplation of pure and beautiful 
visions. They were called Mystics. The greater part, driven 
back on themselves, had no better employment than to weave 
cobwebs out of the terms of art which they had vainly, 
though ingeniously, multiplied. The institution of clerical 
celibacy, originating in an enthusiastic pursuit of purity, 
promoted by a mistake in moral prudence, which aimed at 
raising religious teachers in the esteem of their fellows, and at 
concentrating their whole minds on professional duties, at 
last encouraged by the ambitious policy of the See of Kome, 
desirous of detaching them from all ties but her own, had 
the effect of shutting up all the avenues which Providence 
has opened for the entrance of social affection and virtuous 
feeling into the human heart. Though this institution 
perhaps prevented knowledge from becoming once more the 
exclusive inheritance of a sacerdotal caste ; though the rise 
of innumerable lajnnen, of the lowest condition, to the highest 
dignities of the church, was the grand democratical principle 
of the middle age, and one of the most powerful agents in 
impelling mankind towards a better order ; yet celibacy must 
be considered as one of the pecftiliar infelicities of these 
secluded philosopjiors ; not only as it* abridged their happi- 
ness, nor even solely, though chiefly, as it excluded them 
from the school in which the heart is humanised, but also (an 
inferior consideration, but more pertinent to our# present 
purpose) because the extinction of these moral feelings was 
as much a subtraction from the moralist’s store of facts and 
means of knowledge, as the loss qf sight or of touch could 
prove to those of the naturalist. 

Neither let it be thought that to have been destitute of 
letters was to them na more than a want of ornament, and a 
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curtailment of gratification. Every poem, every history, every 
oration, every picture, every statue, is an experiment on 
human feeling, the grand object of investigation by the 
moralist. Every work of genius, in every department of 
ingenious art and polite literature, in proportion to the extent 
and duration of its sway over the spirits of men, is a repository 
of ethical facts, of which the moral philosopher cannot be 
deprived by his own insensibility or by the iniquity of the 
times, without being robbed of the most precious instruments 
and invaluable materials of his science. Moreover, letters, 
which are closer to human feeling than science can ever be, 
have another influence on the sentiments with which the 
sciences are viewed, on the activity with which they are pur- 
sued, on the safety with which they are preserved, and even 
on the mode and spirit in which they are cultivated : they 
are the channels by which ethical science has a constant inter- 
course with general feeling. As the arts called useful maintain 
the popular honour of physical knowledge, so polite letters 
allure the world into the neighbourhood of the sciences of mind 
and of morals. Whenever the agreeable vehicles of literature 
do not convey their doctrines to the public, they are liable 
to be interrupted by the dispersion of a handful of recluse 
doctors, and the overthrow of their barren and unlamented 
seminaries. Nor is this ail : these sciences themselves suffer 
as much when they are'thus released from tbko curb of common 
sense and natural feeling, as the public loses by the want of 
those aids to right practice which moral knowledge in its 
sound state is qualified to aiford. The necessity of being 
intelligible at least to all persons who join superior under- 
standing to habits of reflection, who are themselves in constant 
communication with the far wider circle of intelligent and 
judicious men, which slowly but surely forms general opinion, 
is the only effectual check on the natural proneness of meta- 
physical sp^ulations to degenerate into gaudy dreams or a 
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mere war of words. The disputants who are set free from the 
wholesome check of sense and feeling, generally carry their 
dogmatism so far as to rouse the sceptic, who from time to 
time is provoked to look into the flimsiness of their cobwebs, 
and rushes in with his besom to sweep them and their systems 
into oblivion. It is true that literature, which thus draws 
forth moral science from the schools into the world, and 
recalls her from thorny distinctions to her natural alliance 
with the mtellect and sentiments of mankind, may, in ages 
and nations otherwise situated, produce the contrary evil of 
rendering Ethics shallow, declamatory, and inconsistent. 
Europe at this moment afibrds, in difierent countries, specimens 
of these opposite and alike mischievous extremes. But we 
are now concerned only with the temptations and errors of 
the scholastic age. 

We ought not so much to wonder at the mistakes of men 
so situated, as that they, without the restraints of the general 
understanding, and with the clogs of system and establish- 
ment, should in so many instances have opened questions 
untouched by the more unfettered ancients, and veins of specu- 
lation since mistakenly supposed to have been first explored 
in more modem times. Scarcely any metaphysical controversy 
agitated among recent philosophers was unknown to the School- 
men, unless we except that which relates to liberty and 
necessity, which jyould be an exceptiofl of doubtful propriety ; 
for the disposition to it is clearly discoverable in the disputes 
of the Thomists and Scotists respecting the Augustinian and 
Pelagian doctrines,* although restrained from the avowal of 
legitimate consequences on either side by the theological 
authority which both parties acknowlMged. The Scotists 
steadily aflBrmed the blamelessneas of erroneous opinion — a 
principle which is the only effectual security for conscientious 
inquiry, for mutual kindness, and for public quiet. The con- 
* Notas and Illustrations, Note I. 
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troversy between the Nominalists and Eealists, treated by some 
modem writers as an example of barbarous wrangling, was in 
truth an anticipation of that modem dispute which still 
divides metaphysicians, whether the human mind can form 
general ideas, and whether the words which are supposed to 
convey such ideas be not general terms, representing only a 
number of particular perceptions? — questions so far from 
frivolous, that they deeply concern both the nature of reason- 
ing and the stmcture of language ; on which Hobbes, Berke- 
ley, Hume, Stewart, and Tooke, have followed the Nominalists ; 
and Descartes, Locke, Eeid, and Kant, have, with various 
modifications and some inconsistencies, adopted the doctrine 
of the Eealists.* With the Schoolmen appears to have 
originated the form, though not the substance, of the cele- 
brated maxim, which, whether tme or false, is pregnant with 
systems, “ There is nothing in the understanding which was 
not before in the senses.” t Ockham J the Nominalist first 
denied the Peripatetic doctrine of the existence of certain 
species (since the time of Descartes called ideas) as the direct 
objects of perception and thought, interposed between the 
mind and outward objects ; the modem opposition to which 
by Dr. Eeid has been supposed to justify the allotment of so 
high a station to that respectable philosopher. He taught also 

* Locke si)eaks on this’ subject inconsistently j, Reid calls himself 
a conce])tualist ; Kant uses tenns so different that he ought perhaps to 
l)e considered as of neither party. Leibnitz, varying in some measure 
from the general spirit of his speculations, warmly panegyrises the 
Nommalisti ; “ Secta Nomiualium, omnium inter scholasticos jjrofund- 
issima, et hodiernal reformate philosoi)handi rationi congruentissima. ” 
(Leibn. Op. iv. Pars i. p^ 59.) 

+ Nil cst in iTUellcctu quod non prius fwU in sensu, 

t “ Maximi vir ingenii, et eniditionis pro illo sdvo summsB, Wilhel- 
mus Occam, Anglus.” (Leibn. ibid. p. 60.) The writings of Ockham, 
which are very rare, I have never seen. I owe my knowledge of them 
to Tenneman, who, however, quotes the words of Ockham, and of his 
disciple Biel. • 
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that we know nothing of mind but its acts, of which we 
are conscious. More inclination towards an independent 
philosophy is to be traced among the Schoolmen than might 
he expected from their circumstances. Those who follow two 
guides will sometimes choose for themselves, and may prefer 
the subordinate on some occasions. Aristotle rivalled the 
church; and the church herseK safely allowed considerable 
latitude to the philosophical reasonings of those who were 
only hoard or read in colleges or cloisters, on condition that 
they neither impugned her authority, nor dissented from her 
worship, nor departed from the language of her creeds. The 
Nominalists were a freothinking sect, who, notwithstanding 
their defence of kings against the court of Kome, were perse- 
cuted by the civil power. It should not be forgotten that . 
Luther was a Nominalist.* 

If not more remarkable it is more pertinent to our pur- 
pose, that the ethical system of the Schoolmen, or, to speak 
more properly, of Aquinas, as the moral master of Christen- 
dom for three centuries, was in its practical part so excellent 
as to leave little need of extensive change, with the inevitable 
exception of the connection of his religious opinions with his 
precepts and counsels. His rule of life is neither lax nor im- 
practicable. His grounds of duty are solely laid in the nature 
of man, and in the well-being of Society. Such an intruder 
as subtilty seldom strays into his moral instructions. With 
a most imperfect knowledge of the Peripatetic writings, he 
came near the great master, by abstaining in practical philo- 
sophy from the unsuitable exercise of that faculty (d distinc- 
tion, in which he would probably have shown that ho was 
little inferior to Aristotle, if he had been equally unrestrained. 
His very frequent coincidence with modern moralists is 

* “In Martini Lutheri scriptis prioribus amor Nomiiialium satis 
elucet, donee in omnes luonacbos u)qucaliter aiTcctus esse ccepit.” (Leibn. 
iv. Pars L p. 60.) • 
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doubtless to be ascribed chiefly to the nature of the subject, 
but in part also to that unbroken succession of teachers and 
writers, which preserved the observations contained in what 
had been long the text-book of the European Schools, after 
the books themselves had been for ages banished and for- 
gotten. The praises bestowed on Aquinas by every one of 
the few great men who appear to have examined his writ- 
ings since the downfall of his power, among whom may be 
mentioned Erasmus, Grotius, and Leibnitz, are chiefly, 
though not solely, referable to his ethical works.* 

Though the Schoolmen had thus anticipated many modern 
controversies of a properly metaphysical sort, they left un- 
touched most of those questions of ethical theory which were 
unknown to or neglected by the ancients, lliey do not 
appear to have discriminated between the nature of moral 
sentiments and the criterion of moral acts ; to have con- 
sidered to what faculty of our mind moral approbation is 
referable ; or to have inquired whether our moral faculty, 
whatever it may be, is implanted or acquired. Those who 
measure only by palpable results have very consistently re- 
garded the metaphysical and theological controversies of the 
schools as a mere waste of intellectual power. But the con- 
templation of the atliletic vigour and versatile skill manifested 
by the European understanding aj the moment when it 
emerged from this tedious and rugged discipline, leads, if not 
to approbation yet to more qualified censure. What might 
have been the result of a different combination of circum- 
stances, Is an iiKiuiry which, on a large scale, is beyond 
human power. We may, however, venture to say, that no 
abstract science, unconnected with religion, was likely to be 
respected in a barbarous uge ; and we may be allowed to 
doubt whether any knowledge, dependent directly on experi- 

* See especially the excellent Preface of Leihnitz to Nizolius, 
sect. 37. 
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ence, and applicable to immediate practice, would have so 
trained the European mind as to qualify it for that series of 
inventions, and discoveries, and institutions, which begins 
with the sixteenth century, and of which no end can now be 
foreseen but the extinction of the race of man. 

The fifteenth century was occupied by the disputes 
of the Eealists with the Nominalists, in which the scho- 
lastic doctrine expired. After its close no Schoolman of 
note appeared. The sixteenth may be considered as the age 
of transition from the scholastic to the modem philosophy. 
The former, indeed, retained possession of the Universities, 
and was long after distinguished by all the ensigns of authority. 
But the mines were already prepared. The revolution in 
opinion had commenced. The moral writings of the pre- 
ceding times had generally been commentaries on that part 
of the tiumma Tluvlogiw of Aquinas which relates to Ethics. 
Though these still continued to be published, yet the most 
remarkable moralists of the sixteenth century indicated the 
approach of other modes of thinking, by the adoption of the 
more independent titles of Treatises on Justice and Law. 
These titles were suggested, and the spirit, contents, and style 
of the writings themselves were materially affected, by the 
improved cultivation of the Eoman law, by the renewed study 
of ancient literature, and by the revival of various systems of 
Greek philosophyjpnow studied in the original, which at once 
mitigated and rivalled the scholastic doctors, and, while they 
rendered pliilosophy more free, reopened its communications 
with society and allairs. The speculative theology wMch had 
arisen under the French governments of Paris and London in 
the twelfth century, which flourished in the thirteenth in 
Italy in the hands of Aquinas, which was advanced in the 
British Islands by Scotus and Ockham in the fourteenth, was 
in the sixteenth, with unabated acuteness, but with a clearness 
and elegance unknown* before the restoration of letters, culti- 
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vated by Spain, in that age the most powerM and magnificent 
of the European nations. 

Many of these writers treated the law of war and the 
practice of hostilities in a juridical form.* Francis Victoria, 
who began to teach at Valladolid in 1525, is said to have first 
expounded the doctrines of the schools in the language of the 
age of Leo the Tenth. Dominic Soto,t a Dominican, the con- 
fessor of Charles V., and the oracle of the Council of Trent, 
to whom that assembly were indebted for much of the pre- 
cision and even elegance for which their doctrinal decrees are 
not unjustly commended, dedicated his treatise on Jmtice and 
Law to Don Carlos, in terms of praise which, used by a 
writer who is said to have declined the high dignities of the 
church, lead us to hope that he was unacquainted with the 
brutish vices of that wretched prince. It is a concise and 
not inelegant compound of the scholastic Ethics, which con- 
tinued to bo of considerable authority for more than a cen- 
tury. J Both he and his master Victoria deserve to be had 
in everlasting remembrance for the jiart which they took, 
on behalf of the natives of America and of Afiica, against the 

* Many of tlie separate dissertations, on points of tins nature, are 
contained in the immense collcetioii entitled Tradatm Tractatunm^ 
published at Venice, in 1584, under the patronage of the Roman See. 
There are three dc Bella ; one by Lupus of Segovia when Francis T. 
was prisontT in Sjiain ; another, more celebrated, 1,‘y Francis Arias, who, 
on the 11th June 1532, <liscussed before the College of Cardinals the 
legitimacy of a war by tin? Kmperor against the Pope. There are two 
dc, Pace ; and others dc PoicMaU Bcffia, dc Posna Mortis, etc. The most 
ancient a id scholastic is that of J. de Lignano of Milan de Bella, The 
above writers are numtioned in the Prolegomena to Grotius de Jure 
Belli, Pietro Ihilloni (Councillor of the Duke of Savoy), dc Be MilUari^ 
treats his subject witii the minuteness of a Judge-Advocate, and has 
more modern exsmjdes, chiefly Italian, than Grotius. 

t Bom in 111)4; died in 1.500. (Antonii BiUiothcca m^na 
Nova,) The opinion of Soto’s knowledge entertained by his contem- 
poraries is expressed in a jingle, Qui scit Sotuia scit totum, 

i Notes and Illustrations, Note K. ‘ 
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rapacity and cruelty of the Spaniards. Victoria pronounced 
war against the Americans for their vices or for their 
paganism to he unjust* Soto was the authority chiefly 
consulted by Charles V., on occasion of the conference held 
before him at Valladolid in 1542, between Sepulveda, an 
advocate of the Spanish colonists, and Las Casas, the 
champion of the unhappy Americans ; of which the result 
was a very imperfect edict of reformation in 1543, which, 
though it contained little more than a recognition of the 
principle of justice, almost excited a rehellion in Mexico. 
Sepulveda, a scholar and a reasoner, advanced many maxims 
which were specious, and in themselves reasonable, but which 
practically tended to defeat even the scanty and almost illusive 
reform which ensued. Las Casas was a passionate mission- 
ary, whose zeal, kindled by the long and near contemplation of 
cruelty, prompted him to exaggerations of fact and argument ;t 
yet, with all its errors, it afforded the only hope of j^reserving 
the natives of America from extirpation. Tlie opinion of 
Soto could not fail to be conformable to his excellent principle, 
that “there can be no difference between Christians and Pagans, 
for the law of nations is equal to all nations.*' J To Soto 
belongs the signal honour of being the first writer who con- 
demned the African slave-trade. “ It is affirmed,” says he, 
“ that the unhappy Ethiopians ar^ by fraud or force carried 
away and sold as^slaves. If this is true, neither those who 
have taken them, nor those who purchased them, nor those 
who hold them in bondage, can ever have a quiet conscience 
till they emancipate them, even if no compensation should 
be obtained.” § As the work which contains this memorable 

* “ Indis non dehere auferri imperium, ideo quia sunt pcccatores, 
vel idco quia non sunt Christiani,” were*tlie words of Victoria. 

+ Notes and Illustrations, Note L. 

t “Neque discrepantia (ut reor) est inter Christianos et infideles, 
quoniam ius gentium cunctis gentibus scquale est.” 

§ Soto de Justitia et J'Hre, lib. iv. qusest. ii. art. 2. 

E 
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condemnation of man-stealing and slavery was the substance 
of lectures many years delivered at Salamanca, philosophy 
and religion appear, by the hand of their faithful minister, 
to have thus smitten the monsters in their earliest infancy. 
It is hard for any man of the present age to conceive the 
praise which is due to the excellent monks who courageously 
asserted the rights of those whom they never saw, against the 
prejudices of their order, the supposed interest of their religion, 
the ambition of their government, the avarice and pride of 
their countrymen, and the prevalent opinions of their time. 

Francis Suarez,* a Jesuit, whose voluminous works amount 
to twenty-four volumes in folio, closes the list of writers of 
his class. His work on Laws, and on God the Lawgiver^ 
may be added to the above treatise of Soto, as exhibiting the 
most accessible and perspicuous abridgment of the theological 
philosophy in its latest form. 

Grotius, who, though ho was the most upright and candid 
of men, could not have praised a Spanish Jesuit beyond his 
deserts, calls Suarez the most acute of philosophers and 
di vines. t On a practical matter, which may be naturally 
mentioned here, though in strict method it belongs to another 
subject, the merit of Suarez is conspicuous. He first saw 
that international law was composed not only of the simple 
principles of justice applied to the intercourse between states, 
but of tliose usages, long observed in that«iiitercourse by the 
European race, wliich have since been more exactly dis- 
tiivpiished as the consuetudinary law acknowledged by the 
Christidh nations of Europe and America. J On this im- 

♦ Bom in 1538 ; died in 1617. 

+ “ Tant«j subtilitatis philosophum et theolognm, ut vix qucmquam 
haheat parem.” (Grotii EpiA. apud Anton. BibL lIUp, Nova.) 

t “Nunquam enim civitates sunt sibi tarn suflicieutes quin indi- 
geant mutuo juvamine et societate, interdum ad majorem utilitatem, 
interdum ob neccssitatein moralem. Ilac igitur ratioue indigent aliqno 
jure quo dirigantur et recte ordinentur in hoc gcncre socictatis. Et 
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portant point his views are more clear than those of his con- 
temporary Alberico Gentili.* It must even he owned, that 
the succeeding intimation of the same general doctrine hy 
Grotius is somewhat more d^k, perhaps from his excessive 
pursuit of concise diction .t 

quamvis magiia ex parte hoc fiat per rationem naturalem, non tamen 
sufficienter et immediate quoad omuiti, ideoquc speeialia jura poUrmt 
usu carwndcm gmtium vnlroduci." (Suarez dc Lcgibus, lib. ii. cap. ii. 9 
ct &eq.) 

* Bom in the March of Ancona in 1550 ; died at London in 1608. 

t Grotius dc Jure BcUi^ lib. i. cap. i. sect 14. [Jus gentium in its 
wider sense : id est quod gentium omnium, nut multarum voliintate 
vim obligandi accepit. Multarum addidi, quia vix ullum jus referitur 
extra jus natumle quod ipsum quoque geniiuui dici solct omnibus 
gentibus commune.] 
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SECTION IV. 

MODERN ETHICS. 

GROTIUS. 

Born 1583 — died 1645. 

The introduction to the great work of Grotius,* composed in 
the first years of his exile, and published at Paris in 1625, 
contains the most clear and authentic statement of the general 
principles of morals prevalent in Christendom after the close 
of the schools, and before the writings of Hobbes had given 
rise to those ethical controversies which more peculiarly belong 
to modem times. That ho may lay down the fundamental 
principles of Ethics he introduces Carneades on the stage as 
denying altogether the reality of moral distinctions ; teaching 
that law and morality are contrived by powerful men for 
their own interest ; that they vary in different countries, and 
change in successive ages ; that there can be no natural law, 
since nature leads men as well as other animals to prefer their 
own interest to every other object ; that therefore there is 
either no justice, or if there be, it is another name for the 
height of folly, inasmuch as it is a fond attempt to persuade 
a Jiuman being to injure himself for the unnatural purpose of 
benefiiJing his fellow-men .t 

* FroUgoTnena. His letter to Yossius, of 1st August 1625, deter- 
mines the exact period of the publication of this famous work. Grotii 
EpisL 74. , 

+ The same commonplace jjaradoxes were retailed by the Sophists, 
whom Socrates is introduced as chastising in the Dialogues of Plato. 
They were common enough to be put by the historian into the mouth 
of an ambassador in a public speech. Ayhpi 5e rvpavptp 97 roXet 1 
exovffji ovdep oKoyw 6 ri ^vp^epoy. (Thucyd. vi. 85.) 
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To this Grotius answered, that even inferior animals, under 
the powerful though transient impulse of parental love, prefer 
their young to their own safety or life ; that gleams of com- 
passion, and, he might have added, of gratitude and indigna- 
tion, appear in the human infant long before the age of moral 
discipline ; that man at the period of maturity is a social 
animal, who delights in the society of his fellow-creatures for 
its own sake, independently of the help and accommodation 
which it yields ; that he is a reasonable being, capable of 
framing and pursuing general rules of conduct, of which he 
discerns that the observance contributes to a regular, quiet, 
and happy intercourse between all the members of the com- 
munity j and that, from these considerations, all the precepts 
of morality, and all the commands and prohibitions of just 
law, may be derived by impartial reason. “ And these prin- 
ciples,” says the pious philosopher, would have their weight, 
even if it were to be granted (which could not be conceded 
without the highest impiety) that there is no God, or that he 
exercises no moral government over human affairs.” * “ Natural 
law is the dictate of right reason, pronouncing that there is 
in some actions a moral obligation, and in other actions a 
moral deformity, arising from their respective suitableness or 
repugnance to the reasonable and social nature ; and that con- 
sequently such acts are either forbi(Men or enjoined by God, 
the author of nature. Actions which are the subject of this 
exertion of reason, are in themselves lawful or unlawful, and 


* “Et haec quidem locum aliquem haberent, etiamsi daretir (quod 
sine summo scelore dari nequit) non esse Deum, aut non curari ab eo 
negotia humana.” {Proleg. 11.) And in anotheig place, “ Jus naturaJe 
est dititatum rectae rationis, indicans actui alicui, cx ejus convenientia 
aut disconveuientia cum ipsa natura rationali ct Sociali, inesse moralem 
tuiqntudinem aut necessitatem moralem, ac consequenter ab auctore 
naturae Deo talem actum aut vetari aut praecipi. Actus do quibus tale 
extat dictatum, debiti sunt aut illiciti per se, atque ideo a Deo neces- 
sario praecepti aut vetiti inielliguntur.” (Lib. i. cap. i. sect. 10.) 
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are therefore as such necessarily commanded or prohibited by 
God.’’ 

Such was the state of opinion respecting the first prin- 
ciples of the moral sciences, when, after an imprisonment of 
a thousand years in the cloister, they began once more to hold 
intercourse with the general understanding of mankind. It 
will be seen in the laxity and confusion, as well as in the 
prudence and purity of this exposition, that some part of the 
method and precision of the schools was lost with their end- 
less subtilties and their barbarous language. It is manifest 
that the latter paragraph is a proposition, not what it affects 
to be, a definition ; that as a proposition, it contains too many 
terms very necessaiy to be defined ; that the purpose of the 
excellent writer is not so much to lay down a first principle of 
morals, as to exert his unmatched power of saying much in 
few words, in order to assemble within the smallest compass 
the moat weighty inducements, and the most effectual persua- 
sions, to well-doing. 

This was the condition in which ethical theoiy was found 
by Hobbes, with whom the present Dissertation should have 
commenced, if it had been possible to state modem contro- 
versies in a satisfactory manner, without a retrospect of 
the revolutions in opinion from which they in some measure 
flowed. ’ ‘ 

t f 

IIOBBES; ‘ 

Bom 1588— died 1679. 

0 

Thom<A3 Hobbes of Malmesbury may be numbered among 
those eminent persbns bom in the latter half of the sixteenth 
century, who gave a new character to European philosophy in 
the succeeding age.* He was one of the late writers and late 
learners. It was not till he was nearly thirty that he supplied 

* Bacon, Descartes, Hobbes, and Grotius. The writings of the 
first are still as delightful and wonderful *'as they ever were, and his 
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the defects of his early education by classical studies, so 
successfully prosecuted, that he wote well in the Latin then 
used by his scientific contemporaries ; and made such pro- 
ficiency in Greek as, in his earliest work, the Translation of 
Thucydides, published when he was forty, to afford a specimen 
of a version still valued for its remarkable fidelity ; though 
written with a stiffness and constraint very opposite to the 
masterly facility of his original compositions. It was after 
forty that he learned the first rudiments of geometry (so 
miserably defective was his education) ; but yielding to the 
paradoxical disposition apt to infect those who begin to learn 
after the natural age of commencement, he exposed himself 
by absurd controversies with the masters of a science which 
looks down vdth scorn on the Sophist. A considerable por- 
tion of his mature age was passed on the Continent, where 
he travelled as tutor to two successive Earls of Devonshire ; 
a family with whom he seems to have passed near half-a- 
century of his long life. In Erance his reputation, founded 
at that time solely on personal intercourse, became so great, 
that his observations on the Meditations of Descartes wore 
published in the works of that philosopher, together with 
those of Gassendi and Arnauld.* It was 5bout his sixtieth 
year that he began to publish those philosophical writings 
which contain his peculiar opinions ; — which set the under- 
standing of Europe into general motion, and stirred up con- 
troversies among metaphysicians and moralists not even yet 

authority will have no end. Descartes forms an era in the history of 
Metajjhysics, of Physics, of Mathematics. The controversies •xciteilhy 
Grotius have long ceased, hut the x>owerful infiucnce of his works will 
he doubted hy those only who are unac(xuaint»»d with the disput^^s of 
the seventeenth century. 

* Tlie prevalence of freethinking under Louis XIII., to a far greater 
degree than was avowed, appears not only from the coinjilaints of 
Mersenne and of Grotius, hut from the disclosures of Guy Patin, who, 
in his Letters j describes his own conversations with Gassendi and Naudo, 
80 as to leave no doubt oPtheir opinions. 
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determined. At the age of eighty-seven he had the boldness 
to publish metrical versions of the Iliad and Odyssey, which 
the greatness of his name, and the singularity of the under- 
taking, still render objects of curiosity, if not of criticism. 
He owed his influence to various causes ; at the head of 
which may be placed that genius for system, which though 
it cramps the growth of knowledge,* perha])s finally atones 
for that mischief, by the zeal and activity which it rouses 
among followers and opponents, who discover truth by acci- 
dent, when in pursuit of weapons for their wjirfare. A system 
which attempts a task so hard as that of subjecting vast 
provinces of human knowledge to one or two principles, if 
it presents some striking instances of conformity to superficial 
aj^pearanccs, is sure to delight the framer ; and, for a time, to 
subdue and captivate the student too entirely for sober reflec- 
tion and rigorous examination. The evil does not indeed 
very frequently recur. Perhaps Aristotle, Hobbes, and Kant, 
are the only persons who united in the highest degree the 
great faculties of comprehension and discrimination which 
compose the Genius of Sj/sfem. Of the three, Aristotle alone 
could throw it off where it was glaringly unsuitable ; and it 
is deserving of observation, that the reign of system seems, 
from these examples, progressively to shorten in proportion 
as reason is cultivated and ‘knowledge advances. But, in the 
first instance, consistency passes for truth. 4 When principles 
in some instances have proved sufficient to give an unexpected 
explanation of facts, the delighted reader is content to accept 
as true cll other deductions from the principles. Specious 

premises being assumed to bo true, nothing more can bo 

« 

* “Another error,” says tlie Master of Wisdom, “is the over-early 
and iienmiptory reduction of knowledge into arts and methods, from 
which time commonly receives small augmentation.” (Ilacon’s Advance- 
ment of Learning, book i.) “Method,” says he, “carrying a show of 
total and perfect knowledge, has a tendency to generate acquiescence.” 
What pregnant words ! • 
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required than logical inference. Mathematical forms pass 
current as the equivalent of mathematical certainty. The 
unwary admirer is satisfied with the completeness and sym- 
metry of the plan of his house — unmindful of the need of 
examining the firmness of the foundation and the soundness 
of the materials. The system-maker, like the conqueror, long 
dazzles and overawes the world ; hut when their sway is past, 
the vulgar herd, unable to measure their astonishing faculties, 
take revenge by trampling on fallen greatness. 

The dogmatism of Hobbes, was, however unjustly, one of 
the sources of his fame. The founders of systems deliver 
their novelties with the undoubting spirit of discoverers ; and 
their followers arc apt to be dogmatical, because they can see 
nothing beyond their own ground. It might seem incredible, 
if it were not established by the experience of all ages, that 
those who differ most from the opinions of their fellow-men 
are most confident of the truth of their own. But it commonly 
requires an overweening conceit of the superiority of a man’s 
own judgment, to make him espouse very singular notions ; 
and when he has once embraced them, they are endeared to 
him by the hostility of those whom ho contemns as the pre- 
ju diced vulgar. The temper of Hobbes hiust have been 
originally haughty. The advanced age at which he published 
his obnoxious opinions rendered Mm more impatient of the 
acrimonious oppe^ition which they necessarily provoked; 
until at length a strong sense of the injustice of the punish- 
ment impending over his head, for the publication of what 
he believed to be truth, co-operated with the peevish^ss aiffl 
timidity of his years, to render him the most imperious and 
morose of dogmatists. His dogmatism ha5 indeed one quality 
more offensive than that of most j^thers. Propositions the 
most adverse to the opinions of mankind, and the most 
abhorrent from their feelings, are introduced into the course 
of his argument with tmathematical coldness. Ho presents 
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them as demonstrated conclusions, without deigning to explain 
to his fellow-creatures how they all happened to believe the 
opposite absurdities ; without even the compliment of once 
observing how widely his discoveries were at variance with 
the most ancient and universal judgments of the human 
understanding. The same quality in Spinoza indicates a 
recluse’s ignorance of the world. In Hobbes it is the arro- 
gance of a man who knows mankind and despises them. 

A permanent foundation of his fame consists in his 
admirable style, which seems to be the very perfection of 
didactic language. Short, clear, precise, pithy, his language 
never has more than one moaning, which never requires a 
second thought to find, lly the help of his exact method it 
takes so firm a hold on the mind, that it will not allow atten- 
tion to slacken. His little tract on Human Nature has 
scarcely an ambiguous or a needless word. He has so great • 
a power of always choosing the most significant term, that 
he never is reduced to the poor expedient of using many in 
its stead. He had so thoroughly studied the genius of the 
language, and knew so well to steer between pedantry and 
vulgarity, that two centuries have not superannuated probably 
more than a dozen of his words. His expressions are so 
luminous, that he is clear without the help of illustration. 
Perhaps no writer of any age or nation, on subjects so abstruse, 
has manifested an equal power of engraving his thoughts on 
the mind of his readers. He seems never to have taken a 
word for ornament or pleasure ; and he deals with eloquence 
and p«3try as the natural philosopher who explains the 
mechanism of children’s toys, or deigns to contrive them. 
Yet his style so stimulates attention that it never tires \ and, 
to those who are acquainted with the subject, appears to have 
as much spirit as can be safely blended with reason. He 
compresses his thoughts so unaffectedly, and yet so tersely, as 
to produce occasionally maxims which* excite the same agree- 



HOBBES. 


59 


able surprise with \7it, and have become a sort of philosophical 
proverbs ; the success of which ho partly owed to the suitable- 
ness of such forms of expression to his dictatorial nature. 
His words have such an appearance of springing from his 
thoughts, as to impress on the reader a strong opinion of his 
originality, and indeed to prove that he was not conscious of 
borrowing ; though conversation with Gassendi must have 
influenced his mind ; and it is hard to believe that his coinci- 
dence with Ockham should have been purely accidental, on 
points so important as the denial of general ideas, the refer- 
ence of moral distinctions to superior power, and the absolute 
thraldom of religion under the civil power, which he seems 
to have thought necessary, to maintain that independence 
of the state on the Church with which Ockham had been 
contented. 

His philosophical writings might be read without remind- 
ing any one that the author was more than an intellectual 
. machine. They never betray a feeling except that insupport- 
able arrogance which looks down on men as a lower species 
of beings ; whose almost unanimous hostility is so far from 
shaking the firmness of his conviction, or even ruffling the 
calmness of his contempt, that it appears too petty a circum- 
stance to require explanation, or even to merit notice. Let 
it not be forgotten that^part of Ms renown depends on the 
application of hi» admirable powers to expound truth when 
he meets it. This great merit is conspicuous in that part of 
his treatise of Human Nature which relates to the percipient 
and reasoning faculties. It is also very remarkable. tn mdJiy 
of his secondary principles on the subject of government and 
law, which, while the first principles areYalse and dangerous, 
are as admirable for truth as for hi% accustomed and unrivalled 
propriety of expression.* In many of these observations he 

* See Dc Corpore Politico^ Part i cliap. ii. iii. iv., and LeviaUim, 
Part i. chap. xiv. xv., fof remarks of this sort, full of sagacity. 
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even shows a disposition to soften his paradoxes, and to con- 
form to the common sense of mankind.* 

It was with perfect truth observed by my excellent friend 
Mr. Stewart, that “ the ethical principles of Hobbes are com- 
pletely interwoven with his political system.”t He might 
have said that the whole of Hobbes’s system, moral, religious, 
and in part philosophical, depended on his political scheme ; 
not indeed logically, as conclusions depend on premises, but 
(if the word may be excused) pfsychologically, as the formation 
of one opinion may be influenced by a disposition to adapt it 
to previously cherished opinions. The Translation of Thucy- 
dides, as ho himself boasts, was published to show the evils of 
popular government. J Men he represented as being originally 
equal, and having an equal right to all things, but as being 
taught by reason to sacrifice this right for the advantages of 
peace, and to submit to a common authority, which can pre- 
serve quiet only by being the sole depositary of force, and must 
therefore be absolute and unlimited. The supreme authority , 
cannot be sufficient for its purpose, unless it be wielded by a 
single hand ; nor even then, unless his absolute power extends 
over religion, which may prompt men to discord by the fear 

* “The laws of nature arc immutahlc a'tid eternal; for injustice, 
ingi‘atitud(;, arrogaiiec, pride, iniquity, auception of i)ersons, and the 
rest, can never he made lawM. For it can never he that war shall 
preserve life, and peace destroy it.” {LevMthmiy Part i. cliap. xv. See 
also Part ii. cliap. xxvi. xxviii., on Laws and on l^nishments.) 

f See Diss(!rtation First, j). 42. The political state of England is 
indeed said hy himself to have occasioned his first philosophical puhli- 
caWan. 

Nascitur interea scclus cxccrabilt*, belli 

Hon-eo siMJetans, 

Mwiuc a^l <lilee.tam confen* Lutetiain, 

Tostciue duos onnoa cdo De Give LibeUum. (Vita Hobbesii.) 

t The speech of Euphemus ift the sixth hook of that historian, and the 
conference between the ministers from Atliens and the Melian chiefs, in 
the fiftli hook, exhibit an undisguised Hobbiumy wddeh w’as very dramati- 
cally put into the mouth of Athenian statesmen at a time when, as we 
learn from Plato and Aristophanes, it was pr^hed hy the Sophists. 
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of an evil greater than death. The perfect state of a com- 
munity, according to him, is where law prescribes the religion 
and morality of the people, and where the will of an absolute 
sovereign is the solo fountain of law. Hooker had inculcated 
the simple truth, that “ to live by one man’s will is the cause 
of many men’s misery.” Hobbes embraced the daring para- 
dox, that to live by one man’s will is the only means of all 
men’s happiness. Having thus rendered religion the slave of 
every human tyrant, it was an unavoidable consequence that 
he should be disposed to lower her character, and lessen her 
power over men ; that ho should regard atheism as the most 
otfectual instrument of preventing rebellion ; at least that 
species of rebellion which prevailed in his time, and had 
excited his alarm. The formidable alliance of religion with 
liberty haunted Ids mind, and urged him to the bold attempt 
of rooting out both these mighty principles ; which, when 
combined with interests and passions, when debased by 
impure support, and provoked by unjust resistance, have 
indeed the power of fearfully agitating society ; but which 
are, nevertheless, in their own nature, and as far as they are 
unmixed and undisturbed, the fountains of justice, of order, 
of peace, as well as of those moral hopes, an3 of those glorious 
aspirations after higher excellence, which encourage and exalt 
the soul in its passago^through misery and depravity. A 
Hobbist is the o^ftly consistent persecutor ; for he alone con- 
siders himself as bound, by whatever conscience he has 
remaining, to conform to the religion of the sovereign. He 
claims from others no more than he is himself ready •to yi^d 
to any master while the religionist who persecutes a member 

* Spinoza adopted precisely the same first principles with Hobbes, 
that all men have a natural right to alf tilings. {TradMus Politicus^ 
cap. ii sect. 3.) He even avows the absurd and detestable maxim, that 
States are not bound to observe their treaties longer than the interest or 
danger which first fonned the treaties continues. But on the internal 
constitution of States he embraces opposite oiiinions. Servitutis mim 
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of another communion exacts the sacrifice of conscience and 
sincerity, though professing that rather than make it himself 
he is prepared to die, 

Rcmarhfi. — ^The fundamental errors on which the ethical 
system of Hobbes is built are not peculiar to him ; though 
he has stated them with a bolder precision, and placed them 
in a more conspicuous station in the van of his main force, 
than any other of those who have either frankly avowed or 
tacitly assumed them, from the beginning of speculation to the 
present moment. They may be shortly stated as follows : — 

1. The first and most inveterate of these errors is, that he 
does not distinguish thought from feeling^ or rather that he in 
express words confounds them. The mere perception of an 
object, according to him, differs from the pleasure or pain 
which that perception may occasion, no otherwise than as they 
affect different organs of the bodily frame. The action of the 
mind in perceiving or conceiving an object is precisely the 
same with that of feeling the agreeable or disagreeable.* The 

non pads interest omowm putcstalem ad nnum transferre. {THd, cap. vi. 
sect. 4.) Limited monarchy lie considers as the only tolerable example 
of that si>ecies of government. An Aristocracy nearly a])])roachiug to 
the Dutch system diuing the suspension of the Stadtlioldership, he 
seems to iwcfer. He si)caks favourably of Democracy, but the chaxiter 
on that subject is left unfinished. “ Nullp plane temjda urbinm sump- 
tibus eedificanda, nec jura do opiuionibus statuendst ” He was the first 
republican atlndst of modern times, and probably the eaiiicst irreligious 
opponent of an ecclesiastical esfiiblislmient. 

* This doctiine is explained in his tract on Human Nature, c. 
viiT-x. “ Conception is a motion in some internal substance of the head, 
which proceeding to the heart, when it helpeth the motion there, it is 
called pleasure ; when it weakeiieth or liinderelh the motion it is called 
painy The same matter is handled more cursorily, agreeably to the 
practical purpose of the work^ in LcvkUlwm., Part i. cliap. vi. These 
passages aye here I'eferred to as proofs of the statement in the text. 
With the materialism of it we have here no concern. If the multiplied 
suppositions were granted, we should not advance one step towards 
understanding what they profess to explain. ' The first four words are 
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necessaiy result of this original confusion is to extend the 
laws of the intellectual part of our nature over that other part 
of it, hitherto without any adequate name, which feels, and 
desires, and loves, and hopes, and wills. In consequence 
of this long confusion, or want of distinction, it has happened 
that, wlulst the simplest act of the merely intellectual part 
has many names (such as sensation, perception, impression, 
etc.), the correspondent act of the other not less important por- 
tion of man is not denoted by a technical term in philosophi- 
cal systems ; nor by a convenient word in common language. 
Semation has another more common sense. EmutiuiL is too 
warm for a generic term. Feeling has some degree of the 
same fault, besides its liability to confusion with the sense of 
touch. Pleasure and ‘pain represent only two properties of 
this act, which render its repetition the object of desire or 
aversion ; which last states of mind presuppose the act. Of 
these words emotion seems to be the least objectionable,* since 
it has no absolute double meaning, and does not require so 
much vigilance in the choice of the accompanying words as 
would be necessary if we were to prefer feeling ; which, how- 
ever, being a more familiar word, may, vrith due caution, be 
also sometimes employed. Every man whef attends to the 
state of his own mind will acknowledge, that these words, 
emotion and feeling, thus^ used, arc^ perfectly simple, and as 
incapable of furthey explanation by wor^s as sight or hearing ; 
which may indeed be rendered into synonymous words, but 
never can be defined by any more simple or more clear. 

• 

as unmeaning as if one were to say that greenn(?ss is very loud. It is 
obvious that many motions which promote the mt)tion of the lieart are 
extremely painful. 

* [“ The i)art of our nature,” of which the author here speaks, lias 
often been described by the coinjwimd phrase, “tlie desii-es and alfec- 
tions.” The proposal to call these “ the Emotions ” has not been gene- 
rally accepted ; but the adjective “ emotional ” is not uufrequently 
used. — ^W. W.] ’ 
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Eeflection will in like manner teach that perception, reason- 
ing, and judgment, may be conceived to exist without being 
followed by emotion. Some men hear music without gratifi- 
cation ; one may distinguish a taste without being pleased or 
displeased by it ; or at least the relish or disrelish is often so 
slight, without lessening the distinctness of the sapid qualities, 
that the distinction of it from the perception cannot be 
doubted. 

The multiplicity of errors which have flowed into Moral 
Science from this original confusion is very great. They have 
spread over many schools of pliilosophy ; and many of them 
are prevalent to this day. Hence the laws of the understand- 
ing have been applied to the aficctions ; virtuous feelings 
have been considered as just reasonings ; evil passions repre- 
sented as mistaken judgments ; and it has been laid down as 
a principle, that the will always follows the last decision of 
the practical intellect.* 

2. Ey this great error, Hobbes was led to represent all 
the variety of the desires of men as being only so many 
instances of objects deliberately and solely pursued, because 
they were the means, and at the time perceived to be so, of 
directly or indirectly procuring organic gratification to the 
individuaLt The human passions are described as if they 
reasoned accurately, deliberated coqlly, and calculated exactly. 
It is assumed that, in performing these iperations, there is 
and can be no act of life in which a man does not bring 
distinctly before his eyes the pleasure which is to accrue to 
fimselt from the act. From this single and simple principle, 
all human conduct may, according to him, be explained and 
even foretold. 

The true laws of this part of our nature (so totally different 
from those of the percipient part) were, by this grand mistake, 

* “ Voluntas semper sequitur ultimum indicium intellectus practici.” 
t See the passages before quoted. 
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entirely withdrawn from notice. Simple as the observation 
is, it seems to have escaped not only Hobbes, but many, per- 
haps most philosophers, that our desires seek a great diversity 
of objects ; that the attainment of these objects is indeed 
followed by, or rather called, Pleasure ; but that it could not 
be so, if the objects had not been previously desired. Many 
besides him have really represented self as the ultimate object 
of every action ; but none ever so hardily thrust forward the 
selfish system in its harshest and coarsest shape. The mastery 
which he shows over other metaphysical subjects forsakes 
him on this. He does not scruple, for the sake of this system, 
to distort facts of which all men are conscious ; and to do 
violence to the language in which the result of their uniform 
experience is conveyed, Acknowledgment of power is called 
Honour.”* His explanations are frequently sufficient con- 
futations of the doctrine which required them. “ Pity is the 
imagination of future calamity to ourselves, proceeding from 
the sense (observation) of another man's calamity.” “ Ltiughter 
is occasioned by sudden glory in our eminence, or in compari- 
son with the infirmity of others." Every man who ever wept 
or laughed may determine whether this be a true account of 
the state of his mind on either occasion. “ Love is a concep- 
tion of his need of the one person desired a definition of 
love, which, as it excludes kindness, might perfectly well com- 
prehend the hunger- of a cannibal, provided that it were not 
too ravenous to exclude choice. “ Good-will, or charity, which 
containeth the natural affection of parents to their children 
consists in a man’s conception that ho is able not only to 
accomplish his own desires, but to assist other men in theirs : ” 
from which it follows, as the pride of power is felt in destroy- 

* Human Nature, chap. viii. The ridiculous explanation of the 
admiration of personal beauty, “ as a sign of power generative,” shows 
the difficulties to which this, extraordinary man was reduced by a false 
system. 

F 



66 


MODERN ETHICS : 


ing as well as in saving men, that cruelty and kindness are the 
same passion * 

Such wer^ the expedients to which a man of the highest 
class of understanding was driven, in order to evade the ad- 
mission of the simple and evident truth, that there are in our 
nature perfectly disinterested passions, which seek the well- 
being of others as their object and end, without looking be- 
yond it to self, or pleasure, or happiness. A proposition, 
from which such a man could attempt to escape only by such 
means, may be strongly presumed to be true. 

3. Hobbes having thus struck the affections out of his map 
of human nature, and having totally misunderstood (as will 
appear in a succeeding part of this work) th^ nature 
even of the appetites, it is no wonder that we should find in 
it not a trace of the moral sentiments. Moral goodf he con- 
siders merely as consisting in the signs of a power to produce 
pleasure ; and repentance is no more than regret at having 
missed the way ; so that, according to this system, a disin- 
terested approbation of and reverence for virtue, are no more 
possible than disinterested aficctions towards our fellow- 
creatures. There is no sense of duty, no compunction for our 
own ofiences, no indignation against the crimes of others, un- 
less they affect our own safety ; no secret cheerfulness shed 
over the heart by-, the practice^. of well-doing. From his 
ifiiilosophical writings it would bo im^-^ossible to conclude 
that there are in man a set of emotions, desires, and aver- 
^sions, of which the sole and final objects are the voluntary 
actions and habitual dispositions of liiinself and of all other 

* Human Xaturc, chap. ix. I forbear to quote the passage on Pla- 
tonic love, which immediutoly follows. But, considering Hobbes’s 
blameless and honourable bhanicter, that passage is perhaps the most 
remarkable instance of the shifts to which his selfish system reduced 

hlTO- 

t Which he calls the pulchrum, for want, as he says, of an Eii gligh 
word to express it. (LeviatJiant Part i. c. vi.) 
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voluntary agents ; which are properly called Moral Senti- 
ments; and which, though they vary more in degree, and 
depend more on cultivation, than some other parts of human 
nature, are as seldom as most of them found to he entirely 
wanting. 

4. A theory of man which comprehends in its explanations 
neither the social affections nor the moral sentiments, must 
be owned to he sufficiently defective. It is a consequence, or 
rather a modification of it, that Hobbes should constantly 
represent the deliberate regard to personal advantage as the 
only possible motive of human action ; and that he sliould 
altogether disdain to avail himself of those refinements of 
the selfish scheme which allow the pleasures of benevolence 
and of morality, themselves, to be a most important part of 
that interest which reasonable beings pursue, 

6, Lastly, though Hobbes does in effetit acknowledge the 
necessity of morals in society, and the general coincidence of 
individual with public interest — truths so palpable, that they 
never have been excluded from any ethical system — he be- 
trays his utter want of moral sensibility by the coarse and 
odious form in which he has presented the first^of tliese great 
principles ; and his view of both leads him most strongly to 
support that common and pernicious error of moral reasoners, 
* that a perception of the tendency of good#actions to i)reserve 
the being and promcAe the well-being of the community, and 
a sense of the dependence of our own happiness upon the 
general security, either arc essential constituents of our moral 
feelings, or are ordinarily mingled with the most effectual 
motives to right conduct. 

The Court of Charles 11. were equally pleased with 
Hobbes’s poignant brevity, and his lOw estimate of human 
motives. His ethical epigrams became the current coin of pro- 
fligate wits. Sheffield, Duke of Buckinghamshire, who repre- 
sented the class still more* perfectly in his morals than in his 
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faculties, has expressed their opinion in versos, of which one 
line is good enough to be quoted : 

Fame l)oars no fruit till the vain planter dies. 

Dryden speaks of “the pliilosopher and poet (iox such is the 
condescending term employed) of Malmesbury,” as resembling 
Lucretius in haughtiness. But Lucretius, though he held 
many of the opinions of Hobbes, had the sensibility as well 
as genius of a poet. His dogmatism is full of enthusiasm ; 
and Ins philosophical theory of society discovers occasionally 
as much tenderness as can be shown without reference to in- 
dividuals. He was a Hobbist in only half his nature. 

Tlie moral and political system of Hobbes was a palace of 
ice, transparent, exactly proportioned, majestic, admired by 
the unwary as a delightful dwelling ; but gradually under- 
mined by the central warmth of human feeling, before it was 
thawed into muddy water by the sunshine ol* true philosophy. 

When Leibnitz, in the beginning of the eighteenth cen- 
iXLvy, reviewed the moral writers of modern times, his pene- 
trating eye saw only two who were capable of reducing morals 
and jurisprudence to a science. “ So great an enterprise,” 
says ho, “ might have been executed by the deep-searching 
genius of Hobbes, if he had not set out from evil principles ; 
or by the judgment and lcarnin§,of the incomparable Grotius, 
il’ his powers liad not been scattered ow many subjects, and 
his mind distracted by the cares of an agitated life.”* Per- 
haps, in this estimate, adniimtion of the various and excellent 
qualities of Grotius may liave overrated his purely philosophical 
powers, great as they unquestionably were. Certainly the 
failure of Hobbes was owing to no inferiority in strength of 
intellect. Probably bis fundamental errors may be imputed, 

* “ Et tale aliqiiifl potuisset vel ab incomparabilis Grotii judicio et 
doctrina, vel a profuiido IJobbii irigeiiio jinestari ; nisi ilium multadis- 
traxissent ; hie vero prava constituissei priucipia.” (Leibnitii Epist, 
ad Molanum; iv. Pars ILL p. 276.) 
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in part, to the faintness of his moral sensibilities, insufficient 
to make him familiar with those sentiments and aifections 
which can be known only by being felt : — a faintness per- 
fectly compatible with his irreproachable life, but which ob- 
structed, and at last obliterated, the only channel through 
which the most important materials of ethical science enter 
into the mind. 

Against Hobbes, says Warburton, the wliole church- 
militant took up arms. The answers to the Leviatitan would 
form a library. But the far greater part have followed the 
fate of all controversial pamjffilets. Sir Kobert Filmer was 
jealous of any rival theory of servitude. Harrington defended 
liberty, and Clarendon the church, against a comnion enemy. 
His philosophical antagonists were, Cumberland, Cudworth, 
Shaftesbury, Clarke, Butler, and Hutcheson. Though the last 
four writers cannot bo considered as pro])erly polemics, their 
labours were excited, and their doctrines modilietl by, the 
stroke from a vigorous arm which seemed to shake Ethics to 
its foundation. They lead us far into the eighttjonth century ; 
and their works, occasioned by the doctrines of Ho])bes, sowed 
the seed of the ethical writings of Hume, Smith, Price, Kant, 
and Stewart ; in a less degree, also, of those ol* Tucker and 
Paley : not to mention Mandeville, the buffoon and sophister 
of the ale-house ; or Helveti^s, an ingchioug but flimsy writer, 
the low and loose moralist of the vain, the selfish, and the 
sensual 
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SECTION V. 

CONTROVERSIES CONCERNING THE MORAL FACULTIES AND 
THE SOCIAL AFFECTIONS. 

Cumberland — Ciidworth — Clarke — Shaftesbury — Bossuet — Fenelon — 
Leibnitz — Malebranche — Edwards — Huffier. 

DR. RICHARD CUMBERLAND. 

Bom 1632--died 1718.- 

Kaised to the see of Peterborough after the Kevolution of 
1688, Cumberland was the only professed answerer of 
Hobbes.* His work on The Law of Nature still retains a 
place on the shelf, though not often on the desk. The philo- 
sophical epigrams of Hobbes form a contrast to the verbose, 
prolix, and languid diction of his answerer. The forms of 
scholastic argument serve more to encumber his style than to 
insure his exactness. But he has substantial merits. He 
justly observes that all men can only be said to have had 
originally a right to all things in a sense in which right has 
the same meaning with power. He shows that Hobbes is at 
variance with himself ; inasmufcli as the dictates of right 
reason, which, by his own statement, teach men for their own 
safety to forego the exercise of that right, and which he calls 
Lam of Nature, are coeval with it ; and that mankind per- 
ceive the moral limits of their power as clearly and as soon 
as they are conscious of its existence. He enlarges the inti- 
mations of Grotius on the social feelings, which prompt men 
to the pleasures of pacific intercourse, as certainly as the 

* [Answers to Hobbes were published also by Clarendon, Tenison, 
Bramhall, Sharrock, as I have noticed ip my Lectures on ike Hilary of 
Moi'cU Philosophy in England, Lectures 11. and HI. — W. W.] 
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apprehension of danger and destruction urges them to avoid 
hostility. The fundamental principle of his Ethics is, that 
“ the greatest benevolence of every rational agent to all others 
is the happiest state of each individual, as well as of the 
whole The happiness accruing to each man from the ob- 
servance and cultivation of benevolence, he considers as 
appended to it by the Supreme Ruler ; through which he 
sanctions it as his law, and reveals it to the mind of every 
reasonable creature. From this principle he deduces the 
rules of morality, which he calls the Laws of Nature. The 
surest, or rather only mark that they are the commandments 
of God, is, that their observance promotes the happiness of 
man : for that reason alone could they be imposed by that 
Being whose essence is love. As our moral faculties must to 
us be the measure of all moral excellence, he infers that the 
moral attributes of the Divinity must in their nature be only 
a transcendent degree of those qualities which we most 
approve, love, and revere, in those moral agents with whom 
we arc familiar, t He had a momentary glimpse of the pos- 
sibility that some human actions miglit be performed with a 
view to the happiness of others, without any consideration of 
the pleasure reflected back on ourselves. } But it is too faint 
and transient to be wortliy of observation, otherwise than as 
a new proof how often great truths must flit before the un- 
derstanding, beforj they can be firmly and finally held in its 
grasp. His only attempt to explain the nature of the moral 
faculty, is the substitution of practical reason (a phrase of the 
schoolmen, since become celebrated from its renewal b^ Kant) 
for right reason ;§ and his definition of the first, as that 

• 

* Cumberland, De Legihus Naturce, cap. i. sect. 12, first published 
in London, 1672, and tlicn so i>opular as.to be reprinted at Lubcck in 
1683. t ibid. cap. v. sect. 19. 

X Ibid. cap. ii. sect. 20. 

§ “ Whoever determines his judgment and his will by right reason 
must agree with all others who judge according to right reason in the 
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■which points out the ends and means of action. Throughout 
his whole reasoning, he adheres to the accustomed confusion 
of the quality which renders actions virtuous, with the senti- 
ments excited in us by the contemplation of them. His 
language on the identity of general and individual interest is 
extremely vague ; though it be, as ho says, the foundation- 
stone of the Temple of Concord among men. 

It is little wonder that Cumberland should not have dis- 
embroiled this ancient and established confusion, since Leib- 
nitz himself, in a passage where he reviews the theories of 
morals which had gone before him, has done his utmost to 
perpetuate it. “ It is a question,” says he, “ whether the pre- 
servation of human society be the first principle of the law of 
nature. This our author denies, in opposition to Grotius, 
who laid down sociability to be so ; to Hobbes, who ascribed 
that character to mutual fear ; and to Cumberland, who held 
that it was mutual benevolence; which are all three only 
diflerent names for the safety and welfare of society.” * Here 
the great philosopher considered benevolence or fear, two 
feelings of the human mind, to bo the first principles of the 
law of nature ; in the same sense in which the tendency of 
certain actions to the well-being of the community may be so 
regarded. The confusion, however, was then common to him 
with many, as it even now. is with most. The comprehensive 
view was his own, *Ho perceives the close resemblance of 

same matter. ” (CumLerland, De Legihiis Naturcc^ cap. ii. sect. 8.) This 
is in one sense only a particular inshince of the identical proj)osition, 
that tw^ things wliich agree with a third thing must agi ee with each 
other ill that in which they agree with the third. But the dilliculty 
entirely consists in the pai'ticular third thing here introductid, namely, 
“right reason,” the nature of whicli not one step is made to explain. 
The position is curious, as coinciding with “ the universal categorical 
imperative,” adopted as a first principle hy Kant. 

* Leibn. iv. Pars iiL p. 271. The unnamed work, which occasioned 
these remarks (perhaps one of Thomasius), appeared in 1699. How 
long after tliis Leibnitz’s Dissertation was written does not appear. 
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these various and even conflicting opinions, in that important 
point of view in which they relate to the efiects of moral and 
immoral actions on the general interest. The tendency of 
virtue to preserve amicable intercourse was enforced by 
Grotius ; its tendency to prevent injury was dwelt on by 
Hobbes ; its tendency to promote an interchange of benefits 
was inculcated by Cumberland. 


CUDWORTH. 

Born 1617— died 1688. 

CuDWORTH, one of the eminent men educated or promoted 
in the English Universities during the Puritan rule, was one 
of the most distinguished of the Latitudinarian or Arminian 
' party who came fortli at the Eestoration, with a love of liberty 
imbibed from their Calvinistic masters, as well as from the 
wdtings of antiquity, yet tempered by the experience of their 
o%n agitated ago; and with a spirit of religious toleration 
ma?e impartial and mature, though less systematic and profes- 
sedly comprehensive, than that of the Independents, the 
first , sect who preached that doctrine. Taught by the errors 
of their time, they considered religion as consisting not in 
vain t'lFoi’ts to explain unsearchable mysteries, but in purity 
of heait, exalted ly pious feelings, and manifested by virtuous 
conduci.* The government of the church was placed in their 

* See the beautiful account of them by Burnet {Hist. i. 321, Oxford 
edit. 1823), who was himself one of the most distinguishetl* of this 
excellent body ; with whom may be classed, notwitlistiinding some 
shades of doctrinal difference, liis early master^ Leighton, Bishop of 
Dunblane, a beautiful writer, and one of the best of men. The earliest 
account of them is in a curious contemporary pamphlet, entitled, An 
AccowU of Uie new Sect of LcUUude-mcti at Cambridgej republished in 
the collection of tracts entitled Pkosnix Britannims. Jeremy Taylor 
deserves the highest and perhaps the earliest place among them. But 
Cudworth’s excellent sermtu before the House of Commons (31st March 
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hands by the Revolution, and their influence was long felt 
among its rulers and luminaries. The first generation of their 
scholars turned their attention too much from the cultivation 
of the heart to the mere government of outward action ; and 
in succeeding times the tolerant spirit, not natural to an 
establishment, was with difficulty kept up by a government 
whose existence depended on discouraging intolerant preten- 
sions. No sooner had the first sketch of the Hobbian 
philosophy* been privately circulated at Paris, than Cudworth 
seized the earliest opportunity of sounding the alarm against 
the most justly odious of the modes of thinking which it 
cultivates, or forms of expression which it would introduce ;t 
the prelude to a war which occupied the remaining forty years 
of his life. The Intellectual System, his great production, is 
directed against the atheistical opinions of Hobbes ; it touches 
ethical questions but occasionally and incidentally. It is a 
work of stupendous erudition, of much more acuteness than 
at first appears, of frequent mastery over diction and illustra- 
tion on subjects where it is most rare \ and it is distinguished, 
perhaps beyond any other volume of controversy, by that best 
jiroof of the deepest conviction of the truth of a man’s 
juinciples, a fearless statement of the most formidable objec- 
tions to tliem ; a fairness rarely practised but by him who is 
conscious of his power to answer them. In all his w'ritings, 
it must be owned that his learning obscures his reasonings, 
and seems even to oppress his powerful intellect. It is an 
unfortunate effect of the redundant fulness of his mind, that 

c 

1647) in the year of the publication of Taylor’s Liberty of Prophesying, 
may be compared eveu^to Taylor in charity, piety, and the most liberal 
toleration. 

* Be Give, 1642. , 

+ Bantur honi et mali ratimves cetemoe et indispensabiles. Thesis 
for the degree of B.D. at Cambridge in 1644. (Birch’s Life of Cudworth, 
prefixed to his edition of tlie Intellectual Systmn, p. viL Lond. 1743, 
2 vols. 4to.) 
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it overflows in endless digressions, which break the chain of 
argument, and turn aside the thoughts of the reader from 
the main object. He was educated before usage had limited 
the naturalisation of new words from the learned languages ; 
before the failure of those great men, from Bacon to Milton, 
who laboured to follow a Latin order in their sentences, — 
and the success of those men of inferior powers, from Cowley 
to Addison, who were content with the order, as well as the 
words, of pure and elegant conversation, — had, as it were, by 
a double series of experiments, ascei-tained that the involu- 
tions and inversions of the ancient languages are seldom re- 
concilable with the genius of ours ; and, unless skilfully as 
well as sparingly introduced, are at variance with the natural 
beauties of our prose composition. His mind was more that 
of an ancient than of a modem philosopher. He often in- 
dulged in that sort of amalgamation of fancy with speculation, 
the delight of the Alexandrian doctors, with whom ho was 
most familiarly conversant ; and the Intdhdaal Sustcmi, both 
in thought and expression, has an old and foreign air, not 
unlike a translation from the work of a later Platonist. Largo 
ethical works of this eminent writer are extant in manuscript 
in the British Museum.* One posthumous volume on morals 
was published by Dr. Chandler, Bishop of Durham, entitled, 
A Treatise conctmiruj eternal atiJil Ivifniitahle Morality A But 
there is the mors reason to regret (as far as relates to the history 
of opinion) that the larger treatises are still unpublished, 
because the above volume is not so much an ethical treatise as 
an introduction to one. Protagoras of old, and Hobbes then 
alive, having concluded that right and wrong were unreal, 
because they were not perceived by the senses, and because all 
human knowledge consists only in such perception, Cudworth 

* A curious account of the history of these MSS., by Dr. Kippis, is 
to be found in the Biogra^lda BrUannica, iv. 549. 

t London, 1731, 8fo. 
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endeavours to refute them, by disproving that part of their 
premises which forms the last-stated proposition. The mind 
has many conceptions (yo^j/tara) which are not cognisable by 
the senses ; and though they are occasioned by sensible 
objects, yet could not ho formed hut hy a faculty superior to 
sense. The conceptions of justice and duty ho places among 
them. The distinction of right* from wrong is discerned hy 
reason ; and as soon as these words are defined, it becomes 
evident that it would be a contradiction in terms to affirm 
that any power, human or divine, could change their nature ; 
or, in other words, make the same act to he just and unjust 
at the same time. They had existed eternally in the only 
mode in which truths can be said to be eternal, in the eternal 
Mind ; and they were indestructible and unchangeable like 
that Supreme Intelligence.* 

Whatever judgment may bo formed of this reasoning, it 
is manifest that it relates merely to the philosophy of the 
understanding, and does not attempt any explanation of what 
constitutes the very essence of morality, its relation to the 
will. That we perceive a distinction between right and 
wrong as much as between a triangle and a square, is indeed 
true ; and may possibly lead to an explanation of the reason 
why men should adlierc to the one and avoid the other. But 
it is not that reason. A command or ^ precept is not a pro- 
position. It cannot be said that cither is true or false. Cud- 

* “ There arc many objects of out mind which we can neitln'r see, 
hear, feel, smell, nor taste, and which did never enter into it by any 
sense ; and therefore we can have no sensible pictures or idetis of them, 
drawn by tlic pencil of that inward limner or painter which borrows 
all his coloui-s from sens^, ■which we call Fancy : and if we reflect on 
our own cogitations of these things, we shall sensibly per(;eive that 
they are not phantasticnl but wtanatiml : as, for exanqfle, justice, 
equity, duty and obligation, cogitation, opinion, intellection, volition, 
memory, verity, falsity, cause, cifect, genus, species, nullity, con- 
tingency, possibility, impossibility, and innumerable others.’’ {Eternal 
and ImmvJLahU Morality, p. 1 40.) W e have here an antieijmtion of Kant. 
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worth, as well as many who succeeded him, confounded the 
mere apprehension by the understanding that right is different 
from wrong, with the practical authority of these important 
conceptions, exercised over voluntary actions, in a totally dis- 
tinct province of the human soul. 

Though his life M\as devoted to the assertion of divine 
Providence, and though his philosophy was imbued with the 
religious spirit of Plat9nism,* yet he had placed Christianity 
too purely in the love of God and man to be considered as 
having much regard for those controversies about rites and 
opinions with which zealots disturb the world. They re- 
presented him as having fallen into the same heresy with 
Milton and witli Clarke ;t and some of them even charged 
him with atheism, for no other reason than that he was not 
afraid to state the atheistic difficulties in their fullest force. 
As l)lind anger heaps inconsistent accusations on each other, 
they called him at least an Arian, a Socinian, or a Deist.” J 
The courtiers of Charles II., who were delighted with every 
part of Hobbes but his integrity, did their utmost to decry 
his antagonist. They turned the railing of the bigots into a 
sarcasm against religion ; as w’e learn from him who repre- 
sented them with unfortunate fidelity. “ He has mised,” 
says Drydcn, ^‘such strong objections against the bcjing of 
God, that many think he has not ^.nswered them — “the 
common fate,” as Lord Shaftesbury tells us, “ of those who 
dare to appear fair authors. ”§ He had, indeed, earned the 

* Ei;(r6/3et, (a tckpov, 6 yap aKpus ‘xjuaTiavi^ei. Be pious, my 

son, for piety is tlie sum of Cliristiunity. (Motto affixed to •the sermon 
above mentioned.) 

t The following doctrine is ascribed to Civlworth by Nelson, a man 
of good understanding and gi’cat worth : “ Dr. Cudworth maintained 
that the Father, absolutely speaking, 'is the only supreme God ; the Son 
and Spirit being God only by his concurrence with them, and their 
subordination and subjection to him. ” (Nelson’s Life of Bull, p. 339. ) 

t Turner’s Discourse on the Messiah, p. 335. 

§ Moralists, Part ii. sect. iii. 
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hatred of some theologians, better than they could know from 
the writings published during his life ; for in his posthumous 
work he classes with the ancient atheists those of his con- 
temporaries, whom he forbears to name, who held “that God 
may command what is contrary to moral rules ; that he has 
no inclination to the good of his creatures ; that he may 
justly doom an innocent being to eternal torments ; and that 
whatever God does will, for that reason is just, because he 
wills it.”* It is an interesting incident in the life of a 
philosopher, that Cudworth’s daughter, Lady Masham, had 
the honour to nurse the infirmities and to watch the last 
breath of Mr. Locke, who was opposed to her father in specu- 
lative philosophy, but who heartily agreed with him in the 
love of truth, liberty, and virtue. 


CLARKE. 

Both 1675— died 1729. 

Connected with Cudworth by j)rinciple, though separated by 
some interval of time, was Dr. Samuel Clarke, a man eminent 
at once as a divine, a mathematician, a metaphysical philo- 
sopher, and a philologer ; who, as the interpreter of llomcr and 
Cajsar, the scholar of Newton, and the^antagonist of Leibnitz, 
approved himself not unworthy of correspondence with the 

* Eternal and ImmutaUc Morality^ p. 11. He names only one book 
published at Franeker. He fpiotes Ockham as lumiig formerly main- 
tained tha/Biime monstrous ])ositions. To many, if not to most, of these 
opinions or expressions, ancient and modem, reservations are adjoined, 
which render them literally reconcilable witli ]>ractical morals. But 
the dangerous abuse to which the incautious language of etliical theories 
is liable, is well illustrated by ai|. anecdote related in Plubirch’s Life of 
Alexander. A sycophant named Anaxarchas consoled that monarch for 
the murder of Clitus, by assuring him that every act of a niler must be 
just. Hap TO vpax^cp viro tov KparovPTos diKatop, (Pint. Oper, i. 639, 
Franc. 1599.) 
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highest order of human spirits. Eoused by the prevalence of 
the doctrines of Spinoza and Hobbes, he endeavoured to 
demonstrate the being and attributes of God from a few 
axioms and definitions, in the manner of Geometry ; an 
attempt in which, with all his powers of argument, it must bo 
owned that he is compelled sometimes tacitly to assume what 
the laws of reasoning required him to prove ; and that, on the 
whole, his failure may be regarded as a proof that such a 
mode of argument is beyond the faculties of man.* Justly 
considering the moral attributes of the Deity as what alone 
renders him the object of religion, and to us constitutes the 
difference between theism and atheism, he laboured with the 
utmost zeal to place the distinctions of right and wrong on 
a more solid foundation ; and to explain tlie conformity of 
morality to reason, in a manner calculated to give a precise 
and scientific signification to that phraseology which all 
philosophers had, for so many ages, been content to employ, 
without thinking themselves obliged to define. 

It is one of the most rarely successful cilbrts of the human 
mind, to place the understanding at a point from which a 
philosopher takes the views that compose his system; to 
recollect constantly his purposes ; to adopt for a moment his 
previous opinions and prepossessions ; to think in his words 
and to see with his eyes ; especially when the writer widely 
dissents from thfj system which he attempts to describe, and 
after a general change in the modes of thinking and in the 
use of terms. Every part of the present work requires 

* This admirahle person liad so much candour as in efr(!ct to own 
his failure, and to recur to those other arguments in support of this 
great truth, which have in all ages satisfied the most elcvatcui minds. 
In proposition viii. {Beiiuf and Attribute of Ood, p. 47) which affirms 
that the first cause must be “ intelligent ” (where, as he truly states, 
“lies the main question between us and the atheists”), he owns that 
the proposition cannot be demonstrated strictly and properly a priori. 
See Notes and lllustratioas, Note M. 
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sucli an excuse ; but perhaps it may be more necessary in a 
case like that of Clarke, where the alterations in both respects 
have been so insensible, and in some respects appear so limited, 
that they may escape attention, than after those total revolu- 
tions in doctrine, where the necessity of not measuring other 
times by our own standard must be apparent to the most 
undistinguishing. 

The sum of his moral doctrine may be stated as follows. 
Man can conceive nothing without at the same time conceiving 
its relations to other things. He must ascribe the same law 
of perception to every being to wliom he ascribes thought. 
He cannot therefore doubt that all the relations of all things 
to all must have always been j^resent to the Htornal Mind. 
The relations in this sense are eternal, however recent the 
things may be between which they subsist. The whole of 
these relations constitute truth. Tlie knowledge of them is 
omniscience. These eternal dtjf event relations of things involve 
a consequent otcnial fitness or nnfitness in the application of 
things one to another ; with a regard to which the wdll of 
God always chooses, and which ought likewise to determine 
tlie wills of all subordinate rational beings. Tlieso eternal 
dilferences make it fit and reasonable for the creatures so to 
act ; they cause it to be their duty, or lay an oUiofitmn on 
them so to do, separate from the will of God,* and antecedent 
to any prospect of advantage or reward.f h^y, wilful wicked- 
ness is the same absurdity and insolence in morals, as it would 
be in natural things to pretend to alter the relations of num- 
bers, or to take away the properties of mathematical figures.} 

* “ Those who found all moral obligation on the will of God must 
recur to the same thing, only they do not explain how the nature and 
will of God is good and just.” {Being and Attributes of God, Proposi- 
tion xii.) 

+ Evidence of Natural and Revealed Religion, p. 4, sixth edit. 
Und. 1724. : Ibid. p. 42. 
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^‘Morality,” says one of his most ingenious scholars, “ is the 
practice of reason.”* 

Clarke, like Cudworth, considered such a scheme as the 
only security against Hohbisni, and probably against the 
Calvinistic theology from which they were almost as averse. 
Not content, with Cumberland, to attack Hobbes on ground 
which was in part his own, they thought it necessary to build 
on entirely new foundations. Clarke more especially, instead 
of substituting social and generous feeling for the selfish 
appetites, endeavoured to bestow on morality the highest 
dignity, by thus deriving it from reason. He made it more 
than disinterested ; for he placed its scat in a region where 
interest never enters, and passion never disturbs. I>y ranking 
her principles with the first truths of science, he seemed to 
render them pure and impartial, infallible and unch.angeable. It 
might be excusable to regret the failure of so noble an attempt, 
if the indulgence of such regrets did not betray an unworthy 
apprehension that the same excellent ends could only be 
attained by such frail means ; and that the dictates of the 
most severe reason would not finally prove reconcilable with 
the majesty of virtue. 

Remarks . — The adoption of mathematical forms and terms 
was, in England, a prevalent fashion among writers on moral 
subjects during a Itrge part of the eighteenth century. The 
ambition of mathematical certainty, on matters concerning 
which it is not given to man to reach it, is a frailty from 
which the disciple of New' ton ought in reason to hav^ been 
withheld, but to which he was naturally tempted by the 
example of his master. Nothing but the extreme difficulty 
of detaching assent from forms of expression to which it has 
been long wedded, can explain the fact that the incautious 
expression above cited, into which Clarke was hurried by his 

* Lowman on the UnUy and Perfedvons of God, p. 29. Lond. 1737. 

G 
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moral sensibility, did not awaken him t6 a sense of the error 
into which he had fallen. As soon as ho had said that “ a 
wicked act was as absurd as an attempt to take away the 
properties of a figure,** he ought to have seen that principles 
which led logically to such a conclusion were untrue. As it 
is an impossibility to make three and three cease to be six, 
it ought, on his principles, to be impossible to do a wicked 
act. To act without regard to the relations of things, as if a 
man were to choose fire for cooling, or ice for heating, would 
be the i)art either of a lunatic or an idiot. The murderer who 
l)oisons by arsenic, acts agreeably to his knowledge of the 
power of that substance to kill, which is a relation between 
two things ; as much as the physician who employs an emetic 
after the poison, acts upon his belief of the tendency of that 
remedy to preserve life, which is another relation between two 
things. All men who seek a good or bad end by good or 
bad means, must alike conform their conduct to some relation 
between their actions as means and their object as an end. 
All the relations of inanimate things to each other are 
undoubtedly observed as much by the criminal as by the 
man of virtue. 

It is tln*n*fore singular that Dr. Clarke sullered himself to 
be misled into tlie rcj)reseutation tliat virtue is a conformity 
witli the ndations of things universally, vice a universal dis- 
regard of them, by the certain, but here«insufiuient truth, 
that the former necessarily imjdied a regard to cortuhi parti- 
cuhir rvlatinifs, wliich were always disregarded by those who 
chose ‘the latter. Tlie distinction between right and wrong, 
can, therefore, no longer depend on relations as such, but on 
a particular chiss of relations. And it seems evident that no 
relations are to be considered except those in which a living, 
intelligent, and voluntary agent is one of the beings related. 
His acts may relate to a law, as either observing or infringing 
it ; they may relate to his own moral Vaentiments and those of 
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his fellows, as they are the objects of approbation or disappro- 
bation ; they may relate to his own welfare, by increasing or 
abating it ; they may relate to the well-being of other sentient 
beings, by contributing to promote or obstruct it ; but in all 
these, and in all supposablc cases, the inquiry of the moral 
philosopher must be, not whether there be a relation, hut 
what the relation is ; whether it be that of obedience of law, 
or agrecablencss to moral feeling, or suitableness to prudence, or 
coincidence with benevolence. The term itself, on which 

Dr. Clarke’s system rests, being common to right and wrong, 
must be struck out of tbe reasoning, lie himself incidentiilly 
drops intimations wliicli are at variance with his system. “ The 
Deity,” he tells us, “ acts according to the eternal redations of 
things, ill order to the welfare of the whole universe ; ” and 
subordinate moral agents ought to he governed by the same 
rules, “for the good of the public.”* No one can fail to 
observe that a new clement is liere introduced — the wcdl-boing 
of communities of men, and the general happiness of the world 
— which supersedes the consideration of abstract relations and 
fitnesses. 

There are other views of this system, however, of a more 
general nature, and of much more importance, ln'cause tlH‘.y 
extend in a considerable degree to all systems which found 
moral distinctions or sci^timents, solelytor ultimately, upon 
reason. A little Reflection will discover an extraordinary 
vacuity in this system. Supposing it were allowed that it 
satisfactorily accounts for moral judgments, there is still 
an important part of our moral sentiments which it passes 
by without an attempt to explain them. Whence, on 
this scheme, the phjasuro or pain with which we review our 
own actions, or survey those of others! What is the 
nature of remorse 1 Why do we feel shame 1 AVTience is 
indignation against injustice ? These are surely no exercise 
* Evidence of NoUural and Revealed Religion^ p. 4. 
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of reason. Nor is the assent of reason to any other class of 
propositions foUowed or accompanied by emotions of this 
nature, by any approaching them, or indeed necessarily by 
any emotion at all. It is a fatal objection to a moral theory 
that it contains no means of exjdaining the most conspicuous, 
if not the most essential, parts of moral approbation and dis- 
approbation. 

But to rise to a more general consideration : Perception 
and emotion are states of mind perfectly distinct; and an 
emotion of pleasure or pain differs much more from a mere 
perception, than the pcirceptions of one sense do from those 
of another. The perceptions of all the senses have some 
qualities in common. But an emotion has not necessarily 
anything in common with a perception, but that they are 
both states of mind. We perceive exactly the same qualities 
in coffee when we may dislike it, as afterwards when we come 
to like it. In other words, the perception remains the same 
when the sensation of pain is changed into the opposite sen- 
sation of pleasure. The like change may occur in every case 
where pleasure or pain (in such instances called sensations) 
enter the mind w’itli perceptions through the eye or the ear. 
Qlie prospect or the sound which w’as disagreeable may become 
ngrc‘.oable, without any alteration in our idea of the objects. 
We can easily imagine a percii)icnt4*and thinking being with- 
out a capacity of receiving pleasure or ])»,.in. Such a being 
might perceive what w^e do ; if we could conceive him to 
reason, he might reason justly ; and if he were to judge at 
all, tilore seems no reason why ho should not judge truly. 
But wdiat could induce such a being to will or to act 1 It 
seems evident that his existence could only be a state of 
passive contemplation. * Eeason, as reason, can never be a 
motive to action. It is only w’hen we superadd to such a 
being sensibility, or the capacity of emotion or sentiment (or 
what in corporeal cases is called sensation), of desire and 
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aversion, that we introduce him into the world of action. 
We then clearly discern, that when the conclusion of a pro- 
cess of reasoning presents to his mind an object of desire, or 
the means of obtaining it, a motive of action begins to operate ; 
and reason may then, but not till then, have a powerful though 
indirect influence on conduct. Ixit any argument to dissuade 
a man from immorality be employed, and the issue of it will 
always appear to be an appejil to a feeling. You prove tliat 
drunkenness will j)robably ruin health. No position founded 
on experience is more certain. Most persons with whom you 
reason must be as much convinced of it as you are. But your 
hope of success depemds on the drunkard’s fear of ill licalth ; 
and he may always silence your argument by telling you that 
lie loves wine more than he dreads sickness. You speak in 
vain of the infamy of an act to one who disregards tlie oi»inion 
of others ; or of its imprudence to a man of little fiicling for 
his own future condition. You may truly, but vainly, tell of the 
plofisures of friendship to one who has littl(‘< ailection. If you 
disjday the delights of liberality to a miser, he may always 
shut your mouth by answering, “The spendthrift may prefer 
such pleasures ; I love mdney more.'’ If you even appiial to 
a man’s coiivscience, he may answer you, that you have clearly 
proved the immorality of the act, and that he himself knew it 
before ; but that now wh«n you had renewed and freshened his 
conviction, he was obliged to own, that his love of virtue, even 
aided by the fear of dishonour, remorse, and punishment, was 
not so powerful as the desire which hurried him into vice. 

Nor is it otherwise, however confusion of ideas may^ cause 
it to be so deemed, with that calm regard to the welfare of 
the agent, to which philosophers have so ^ossly misaiijilied 
the hardly intelligible appellation (d self-love. The general 
tendency of right conduct to permanent well-being is indeed 
one of the most evident of all truths. But the success of 
persuasives or dissuasires addressed to it, must always be 
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directly proportioned not to the clearness with which the truth 
is discerned, hut to the strength of the principle addressed, 
in the mind of the individual ; and to the degree in which he 
is accustonied to keep an eye on its dictates. A strange pre- 
judice prevails, which ascribes to what is called self-love an 
invariable superiority over all the other motives of human 
action. If it were to be called by a more fit name, such as 
foresight, prudence, or, what seems most exactly to describe 
its nature, a sympathy with the future feelings of the agent, 
it would appear to every observer to be, very often, too languid 
and inactive, always of late appearance, and sometimes so hiint 
as to bo scarcely perceptible. Almost every human passion 
in its turn prevails owar self-love. 

It is thus apparent that the influence of reason on the will 
is indirect, and arises only from it being one of the channels 
by which tlie objects of desire or aversion are brought near to 
these springs of voluntary action. It is only one of these 
channels. There are many other modes of presenting to the 
mind the proper objects of the emotions which it is intended to 
excite, whether of a calmer or of a more active nature ; so that 
they may influence conduct more powerfully than when they 
reach the will through the channel of conviction. The 
distinction between conviction and persuasion would indeed 
be otherwise without a meaning ; tfc teach the mind would be 
the same thing as to move it ; and eloqueniHj would be nothing 
but logic, although the greater j)art of the power of the former 
is displayed in the direct excitement of feeling ; — on condition, 
indedU (for reasons foreign to our present purj)ose), that the 
orator shall never appear to give counsel inconsistent with the 
duty or the lasting welfare of those whom he would perauade. 
In like manner it is to bo observed, that though reasoning be 
one of the instruments of education, yet education is not a 
proof of reasoning, but a wise disposal of all the circumstances 
which influence character, and of the means of producing 
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those habitual dispositions which insure well-doing, of which 
reasoning is but one. Very similar observations are applicable 
to the great arts of legislation and government ; which are 
here only alluded to as forming a strong illustration of the 
present argument. 

Tlie abusive extension of the term Reason to the moral 
faculties, one of the predommant errors of ancient and modern 
times, has arisen from causes which it is not dilFicult to dis- 
cover. Eeason does in truth perform a great part in every 
case of moral sentiment. To reason often belong the prelimi- 
naries of the act j to reason altogether belongs the choice of 
the means of execution. The operations of reason, in both 
cases, are comparatively slow and lasting ; they arc capable 
of being distinctly recalled by memory. The emotion which 
intervenes between the previous and the succeeding exertions 
of reason is often faint, generally transient, and scarcely ever 
capable of being reproduced by an ellbrt of the mind. Hence 
the name of reason is ap])li(*d to this mixed state of lyind ; 
more especially when the feeling, being of a cold and general 
nature, and scarcely ruliling the surface of the soul, such as 
those of prudence and of ordinary kindness and propriety, 
almost passes unnoticed, and is irretrievably forgotten. II (nice 
the mind is, in such conditions, said by moralists to act from 
reason^ in contradistinction to its more, excited and disturbed 
state, when it ;s ^aid to act from ]Hwsifni, The calmness of 
reason gives to the whole compound the appearance of unmixed 
reason. The illusion is further promoted by a mode of 
expression, used in most languages. A man is said* to act 
reasonably, when his conduct is such as may be reasonably 
expected. Amidst the disorders of a vicibus mind, it is diffi- 
cult to form a reasonable conjecturojconceming future conduct; 
but the quiet and well-ordered state of virtue renders the 
probable acts of her fortunate votaries the object of very 
rational expectation. • 
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As far as it is not presumptuous to attempt a distinction 
between modes of thinking foreign to the mind which makes 
the attempt, and modes of expression scarcely translatable into 
the only teclinical language in which that mind is wont to 
think, it seems [to me] that the systems of Cudworth and 
Clarke, though they appear very similar, are in reality different 
in some important points of view. The former, a Platonist, sets 
out from those Ideas (a word, in this acceptation of it, which 
has no corresponding term in English), the eternal models of 
created things, which, as the Athenian master taught, pre- 
existed in the everlasting intellect, and, of l ight, rule the will 
of every inferior mind. The illustrious scholar of Newton, 
with a manner of thinking more natural to his age and school, 
considered primarily the very relations of things themselves ; 
conceived indeed by the Eternal Mind, but which, if such 
inadequate language may be pardoned, arc the law of its will, 
as well as the model of its works. ^ 

EARTi OF SHAFTESBURY. 

I’lorn 1671~died 1713. 

TjOUD SiiAFTEsnuRY, the author of the Citaraderisi ica, was 
the grandson of Sir Anthony Ashley Cooper, created Earl of 
Shaftesbury, one of the master spiri^ of the English nation, 
whose vices, the bitter fruits of the insccurj[ty of a troublous 
time, succeeiled by the corrujiting habits of an inconstant, 

* Mr. AVolljist(>ii’.s systnii, that m(>rality consisted in n«'ting acurord- 
iiig to tfyitli, scoin.s to coincido witli tliat ol* Dr. Clarke. The murder of 
Cicero by Po}>iliiis Leiias, was, according to him, a practical falseliood ; 
for Cicero had been his benefactor, but Poj)ilins airted as if that were 
untrue. If the truth spoken of be, that gratitude, is due for bemefits, 
the reasoning is evidently a cm le. If muf truth be meant, indifferently, 
it is plain that the assa.ssin acted in ]>erfect conformity to several certain 
truths : sucli us the malignity of Antony, the ingratitude and venality 
of Popilius, and the probable impunity of his crime, when law was sus- 
pended, and good men without power. r 
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venal, and profligate court, have led an ungrateful posterity to 
overlook his wisdom and disinterested perseverance, in obtain- 
ing for the English nation the unspeakable benefits of the 
Habeas Corpus Act. The fortune of the Charndcrist lea has 
been singular. Eor a time the work was admired more undis- 
tinguishingly than its literary character warrants. In the 
succeeding period it was justly criticised, but too severely 
condemned. Of late, more unjustly tlian in either of the 
former cases, it has been generally neglected. It seemed to 
have tlie power of clianging the temper of its critics. It pro- 
voked the amiable lierkeley to a harshness equally iiiiwonted 
and unwarranted while it softened the rugged Warburton 
so far as to dispose the fierce yet not altogether ungenerous 
polemic to praise an enemy in the very heat of conflict.t 

■" lirrkelcy’s .UhnUe Philosopher^ Diiilogiie iii. ; but (;spci*ially bis 
Thcnrif of Vision Vindientedf Loiul. 1733 (not n‘j>iiblis]i(*il in tin; (pnirto 
c?dition of bis works), where this most excellent man sinks for a moment 
to the lev(d of a railing polemic. 

[As 1 liave said in Lecture VIII. of my LectnreAi on Utc Ifislonj of 
Moral PhUosophy, this expression is far too strong. W'bat He.ikeley 
says is, ** So long as we a]>j)reheml no judgment, harbour no fears, and 
cherish no liopes of a future shtte, but laugh at all these things with 
the author of the CIumiclcnMics, and those whom he esteems the liberal 
and i»olislicd part of mankind, liow can we be. said to be ndigious in 
any s(uise ? or what is here that an Atheist may not find Ids account in 
as well as a Theist ? ” — W. ^.] ^ 

-{■ It is remarkable that the most impure, pi8sag(!S of Warburtoifs 
composition are tliof^, in which lie lets loose his controversial zeal, and 
that he is a fine writer ])rincipal]y where lie writes from generous feel- 
ing. “Of all the virtues winch were so much in this noble writer’s 
heart and in Ids writings, tlierc was not one he more revere.d f^iaii the 
love of public liberty. . . . The noble author of the Character isl-icji had 
many excellent qualities, both as a man and a WTiter. He was tempe- 
rate, chaste, honest, and a lover of Ids country. In his writings he has 
shown how much he has imbibed the deep sense, and how naturally 
he could copy the gracious inaimeT, of Plato.” (Dedication to the Free- 
thinkers, prefixed to the Idivine Legation.) Warburton, however, soon 
relaxes, hut not without excuse ; for he thought himself vindicating 
the memory of Locke. • 
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Leibnitz, the most celebrated of Continental philosophers, 
warmly applauded the Characteristics, and (what was a more 
certain proof of admiration), though at an advanced age, criti- 
cised that work minutely.* Le Clerc, who had assisted the 
studies of the author, contributed to spread its reputation by 
his Journal, then the most popular in Europe. Locke is 
said to have aided in his education, probably rather by 
counsel than by tuition. The author had indeed been driven 
from the regular studies of his country by the insults with 
which he was loaded at Winchester school, when he was only 
twelve years old, immediatetly after the death of his gi*and- 
father ; a choice of time which seemed not so much to indicate 
anger against the faults of a great man, as triumph over the 
principles of liberty, which seemed at that time to have fallen 
for ever. He gave a genuine proof of respect for freedom 
of thought, by preventing the expulsion, from Holland, of 
Bayle (with whom he differs in every moral, political, and, it 
may be truly added, religious opinion), when, it must be owned, 
the right of asylum was, in strict justice, forfeited by the 
secret services which the philosopher had rendered to the 
enemy of Holland and of Europe. In the small part of his 
short life which premature infirmities allowed him to apply 
to public affairs, he co-operated zealously with the friends of 
freedom ; but, as becjjmo a moral pVilosopher, he supported, 
even against them, a law to allow those w'ho W’^ere accused of 
treason to make their defence by counsel, although the parties 
first to benefit from this act of imperfect justice were con- 
spirators to assassinate King William, and to re-enslavo their 
country. On that occasion, it is well known with what 
admirable quickness ho took advantage of the embarrassment 
which seized him, when hp rose to address the House of Com- 
mons. “ If I,’^ said he, “ who rise only to give my opinion 
on this bill, am so confounded that I cannot say what I in- 
* 0}>cra, tom. iii. pp. S9-56. 
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tended, what must the condition of that man he, who, without 
assistance, is pleading for his own life !” lie was the friend 
of Lord Somers; and the tribute paid to his personal character 
by Warburton, who hnew many of his contem])oraTies and 
some of his friends, may be considered as evidence of its 
excellence. 

His fine genius and generous spirit shine through his 
writings; but their lustre is often dimmed by peculiarities, 
and, it must be said, by affectiitions, which, originating in 
local, temporary, or even personal circumstances, are par- 
ticularly fatal to the permanence of fame. Tliere is often 
a charm in the egotism of an artless writer, or of an actor 
in great scenes. Lut other laws are imposed on the literary 
artist. Lord Shaftesbury, instead of hiding himself behind 
his work, stands forward with too frequent marks of self- 
comidacency, as a nobleman of polislied manners, with a mind 
adorned by the fine arts, and instructed by anciimt philosophy; 
shrinking with a somewhat elieminate fastidiousness from the 
clamour and prejudices of the multitude, whom he neither 
deigns to conciliate nor puts forth his strength to subdue. 
The enmity of the majority of churchmen to the government 
established at the Ihjvolution was calculated to fill his mind 
wdth angry feelings ; which overflow too often, if not upon 
Christianity itself, yet ijpon representations of it, closely inter- 
twined with tho|e religious feelings to which, in other forms, 
his own philosophy ascribes surpassing worth. His small and 
occasional writings, of which the main fault is the want of an 
object or a plan, have many passages remarkable for th# utmost 
beauty and harmony of language. Had ho imbibed the sim- 
plicity, as well as copied the expression 'and cadence, of the 
greater ancients, he would have doi^e more justice to his genius ; 
and his works, like theirs, would have been preserved by that 
quality, without which but a very few writings, of whatever 
mental power, have long survived their writers. Grace belongs 
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only to natural movements ; and Lord Shaftesbury, notwith- 
standing the frequent beauty of his thoughts and language, has 
rarely attained it. He is unfortunately prone to pleasantry, 
which is obstinately averse from constraint, and which he 
had no interest in raising to be the test of truth. His affecta- 
tion of liveliness as a man of the world, tempts him sometimes 
to overstep the indistinct boundaries which separate familiarity 
from vulgarity. Of his two more considerable 'writings, The 
Moralists, on which he evidently most valued himself, and 
wdiich is spoken of by Leibnitz with enthusiasm, is by no 
means the hapi.)iest. Yet perhaps there is scarcely any com- 
position in our language more lofty in its moral and religious 
sentiments, and more exquisitely elegant and musical in its 
diction, than the Platonic representation of the scale of beauty 
and love, in the speech to Palemon, near the close of the 
first part.* ^lany passages might be quoted, which in some 
measure justify the enthusiasm of the septuagenarian geometer. 
Yet it is not to be concealed that, as a whole, it is heavy and 
languid. It is a modern antique. The dialogues of Plato 
are often very lively representations of conversations which 
might take place daily at a great university, full, like Athens, 
of rival professors and eager disciples — between men of various 
character, and great fame as well as ability. Socrates runs 
through them all. His great abilities.. his still more venerable 
virtues, his cruel fate, especially when jouied to his very 
characteristic peculiarities, — to his grave humour, to his 
homely sense, to his assumed humility, to the honest slyness 
with w^iich he ensnared the Sophists, and to the intrepidity 
with which he dragged them to justice, — gave unity and dra- 
matic interest to these dialogues as a w^hole. Put Lord 
Shaftesbury’s dialogue is between fictitious personages, and 
in a tone at utter varitince with English conversation. He 
had great power of thought and command over words. But 
* Ch<t>raAitcristics, Treatise v. The MmUlists, Part i. sect. 3. 
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he had no talent for inventing character and bestowing life on 
it. The Inquiry eoncerniny Virtue* is nearly exempt from the 
faulty peculiarities of the author ; the method is perfect, the 
reasoning just, the style precise and clear. The writer has 
no purpose but that of lionestly proving his principles ; ho 
himself altogether disappears ; and he is intent only on 
earnestly enforcing what he truly, conscientiously, and reason- 
ably believes. Hence the charm of sim])licity is revived in 
this production, which is unquestionably entitled to a place 
in the first rank of English tracts on IVloral rhilosoj)hy. 

The point on which it becomes especially pertinent to the 
subject of tliis volume is, that it contains more intima- 
tions of an original and important nature on the Theory of 
Ethics, than jierliaps any jneceding work of rnodoni tinies.t 
It is true that they are often but intimations, cursory, and 
appearing almost to be casual ; so that many of tliem have 
escaped the notice of most rtjaders, ami (‘veii writ(‘i*s on tlnsse 
subjects. That the consequenc.es of some of them an? even 
yet not unfolded, must he owned to bo a i)roof that they are 
inadequately stated ] and may be ri^garded as a pr(*sum])tion 
that the author did not closely examine the bearings of his 
own positions. Among the most important of these snggf'stimis 
is, the existence of dispositions in man, by which he takes 
pleasure in the well-l:^ing of others,^ without any further 
view ; a doctrincf however, to all the consequences of which 
he has not been faithful in his othei writings. J Another is, 

* Characteristics^ Treatise iv. 

t I am not witlioiit suspicion that 1 have ovcrlooki^d the flaims of 
Dr. Henry More,, who, notwithstanding some uncoiithness of language, 
seems to have giv(ui the first intimations of a distinct moral faculty, 
which he calls “tlie Honifonn Faculty;” a jdirase against which an 
outcry would now be raised as German.* Happiness, according to him, 
consists in a constant satisfaction, €v T(p ayaBoeidei rrfs {Encld- 

ridion Ethicumy lib. i. cap. ii.) 

t “It is the height of wisdom, no doubt, to he rightly selfish.” 
Charac. 1. 121.) The observation seems to be taken from what 
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that goodness consists in the prevalence of love for the system 
of which we are a part, over the passions pointing to our indi- 
vidual welfare ; a proposition which somewhat confounds the 
motives of right acts with their tendency, and seems to favour 
the melting of all particular allections into general benevolence, 
because the tendency of these affections is to general good. 
The next, and certainly the most original, as well as im- 
portant, is, that there are certain allections of the mind which, 
being contemplated by the mind itself through what he calls 
a rejl(‘x mnae, become the objects of love, or the contrary, 
according to their nature. So approved and loved, they 
constitute virtue or merits as distinguished from mere good- 
ness^ of which there are traces in animals who do not appear 
to rcjlcct on the state of their own minds, and who seem, 
therefore, destitute of what he elsewhere calls a moral sense. 
These statements are, it is true, far too short and vague. He 
nowhere inquires into the origin of the reflex sense. What 
is a much more material defect, he makes no attempt to 
ascertain in what state of mind it consists. We discover 
only by implication, and by the use of the term sense ^ that he 
searches for the fountain of moral sentiments, not in mere 
reason, wdiere Cudvvorth and Clarke had vainly sought for it, 
but in the heart, whence the main branch of them assuredly 
flows. It should never be forgottei: that we owe to these 
hints the rcce])tion, into ethical theor}’^, of a moral sense, 
which, whatever may be thought of its origin, or in whatever 
words it may be described, must always retain its place in 
such theory as a main princijde of our moral nature. 

His demonstration of the utility of virtue to the indi- 
vidual far surpasses^ all attempts of the same nature ; being 
founded, not on a calculation of outward advantages or in- 
conveniences, alike uncertain, precarious, and degrading, but 

Aristotle says of ^CKaxma : Tov fitv ayaOov Set (fuXavrop eipai. (Arist. 
Mhic. i. X. ; c. viii.) The cliapter is admirable, and the assertion of 
Aristotle is very ca|)able of a good sense. 
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on the unshaken foundation of the delight, whicli is of the 
very essence of social affection and virtuous sentiment ; on 
the dreadful agony inflicted by all malevolent passions upon 
every soul that harbours the hellish inmates, on the all-im- 
portant truth that to love is to be happy, and to hate is to be 
miserable, — that affection is its own reward, and ill-will its 
own punishment ; or, as it has been more simply and more 
affectingly, as well as with more sacred authority, tiiught, that 
to give is more blessed than to receive, and that to love one 
another is the sum of all human \drtue. 

The relation of religion to morality, as far as it can be 
discovered by human reason, was never more justly or more 
beautifully stated. * If lie represented the mere hope of 
reward and dread of punishment as selfish and therefore 
inferior motives to virtue and piety, ho distinctly owns their 
efficacy in reclaiming from vice, in rousing from Icihargy, and 
in guarding a feeble penitence ; in all whicli he coincides 
with illustrious and zealous Christian wriUu's. “ If by the 
hope of reward bo understood the love and desire of virtuous 
enjoyment, or of the very practice and exercise of virtue in 
another life : an expectation or hojie of this kind is so far 
from being derogatory from virtue, that it is an evidence of 
our loving it the more sincerely, and fur lift own t 

* Character isUcSf Inquiry concerning Virtitc. 

+ Ibid. , 

So Jeremy 7'aylor : “ He that is gi-owii in grace jmrsno.s virtue 
purely and simply for its own interest. When iKM-srnis come to that 
height of Grace, and love Goil for himself, that is but heaven in anotluir 
sense.” {Sertnon on Growth in Grace.) So l>efore liim tlie on^e cele- 
brated Ml*. John Smith of (Cambridge : “ The happiness whicli good 
men shall partake is not distinct from their Gotllike nature, llajipi- 
ness and Holiness are but two several notions of the sanu; thing. Hell 
is rather a nature than a place, and IlemTii cannot ))e .so W(dJ defined 
by anything without us, as by something within us.” (Select JJiacourseSy 
2d edit. Cambridge, 1673.) 

In accordance with these old authorities is the recent language of a 
most ingenious as well as benevolent and pious writer. ** The iLolincas 
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F^N^LON — ^BOSSUET. 

Feiielon, bom 1651 — (liod 1715. 

Hossuet, born 1627 — died 1704. 

As the last question, though strictly speaking theological, is 
yet in truth dependent on the more general question, which 
relates to the reality of disinterested affections in human 
nature, it seems not foreign from the present purpose to give 
a short account of a dispute on the subject in Franco, between 
two of the most eminent persons of their time ; namely, the 
controversy between Feiielon and Bossuet, concerning the 
possibility of men being influenced by the pure and dis- 
interested love of God. Never were two great men more 
unlike. Fenelon, in his Tvritings, exhibits more of the 
qualities which predispose to religious feelings than any 
other equally conspicuous person ; a mind so pure as steadily 
to contemplate supreme excellence ; a heart capable of being 
touched and affected by the contemplation ; a gentle and 
modest spirit, not elated by the privilege, but seeing its own 
want of worth as it came nearer to such brightness, and dis- 
posed to treat with compassionate forbearance those errors in 
others, of which it felt a humbling consciousness. Bossuet 

of bcjiveu is still moro nftrartivo to tbe t hristiaii than its liapinnoss. 
The desire of doing tliat whieli is right for its owi. sakf* is a part of his 
desire afti’r lieaveii.” {Unconditional Frccncss of the Gofund^ by T. 
Erskiiie, Kstj., j)p. 32, 33. Edin. 1828.) 

Sec also tlic Ap])ciidi.v to AVurd’s Life of ITnirn More, 247-271. 
This account of that ingenious and ainiiible j)hilos(»]»lier (Loud. 1710) 
contains an interesting view of liis opinions, and many beautiful pass- 
ages of his writings, hut unfortunately ver)^ few' ])artieulars of the man. 
His letters on Disinterested Pietif (see the ai^pcndix to Hr. AVard’s work), 
his bountlless charity, his zeal' for the utmost toleration, and his hojHJ 
of general improvement from “ a pacific and perspicacious posterity,” 
place him high in the small number of true philosojihers who, in their 
estimate of men, value dispositions more than opinions, and, in their 
search for good, more often look forward than backward. 
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was rather a great minister in the ecclesiasticid comm 
wealth ; employing knowledge, eloquence, argument, 
energy of his cliaracter, the intluence, and even the autboi 
of his station, to vanquish opponents, to extirpate revolt 
and, sometimes with a patrician firmness, to withstand 
dictatorial encroachment of the Konian l^ontilf on tlie spiril 
aristocracy of Prance. Peiieltui had heen a])poiiiti‘d tut.o 
the Duke of Ihirgundy. He had all the (qualities which J 
Dum to be the i)r(?ce]itor of a prince, and whicli most disj 
liiiii to get or to ketq) tlu* oflice. Even biith and urban 
md accomjilislimeiit and vivacity, were an iiisuilicitMit ati 
jnent fur liis genius and virtue. D)uis XIV. distrusted 
fine a spirit, and a]»pears to liave early suspected that a fji 
moved hy such hciKiVolence might imagine examples f(»r 
graiuhon which tlu; world would (ftmsider as a satire on 
own reign. Madame di*. !Maintenon, indiM'd, favounul lii 
hut lie was g«‘iierally hclievetl tt> have forfeited lier g« 
graces by <li.scouragiijg Imu* projects for at h*ast a nearer 
proaeb to a s(*at on tlie throne. He oUended her by obey 
her commands, in laying iielore her an ace,ount of her fan 
and som(* ol' tiiose of her royal husband, wliicb was i)roba 
tlie mon*. painfully felt for its mihliii‘ss, just ice,, and roll 
observation.* An o])poii unity for driving such an inlru 
from a c< urt ]>res<uited ikself soniewliat iit rangely, in tin; I’l 
of a snbtilVi (tonirtA^’iTsy on one of the most abstruse quesli 
of metaj>kysical tlieology. jMoliiios, a Sjianisli ]j]i(:st, revi\ 
and iHH-liaps exagge,rating the maxims of the ancient iMysl 
had recently taught that Cbristian ])e,rle.ction consiste-d in 
pure k>V(' of God, witliout liojie of reward or iear of ]>inii 
merit. Tliis olfence he exjiiated by seven years’ iiiij>ri." 
inent in the dungeons of the lioman Inquisition. 
oj»ini(»ns were einbraex*d hy Madame (luyon, a pious Pre: 
lady of strong feeling and active imagination, Avho apjiearc 

* hausset, 'JJistoire Oc FCnvIon, i. 2a2. 
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have expressed them in a hyperbolical language, not inf 
quent in devotional exercises, especially in those of otherw 
amiable persons of her sex and character. In the fervour 
her zeal she disregarded the usages of the world and the i 
corums imposed on females. She left her family, took a pt 
in public conferences, and assumed an independence scarce 
reconcilable with the more ordinary and more pleasing virti 
of women. Her pious effusions were examined with 
rigour which might be exercised on theological propositi 
She was falsely chained by Harlay, the dissolute archbi;' 
of Paris, with personal licentiousness. For these crimes 
was dragged from convent to convent, imprisoned for ye? 
the Hostile, and, as an act of mercy, confined during the 
years of her life to a provincial town, as a prison at lar* 
piety thus pure and disinterested could not fail to 
Fcn61on. lie published a work in justification of 
Guy oil’s character, and in explanation of the degree in 
he agreed with her. Eossuet, the oracle and champion 
church, took up arms against him. It would be pai[ 
suppose that a man of so great powers w^as actuated b^ 
jealousy, and it is needless. The union of zed for,, 
with the pride of authority, is apt to give sternness tqj^ 
ministration of controversial bishops ; to say nothii^g^ 
liauglity and inflexilile character of Eossuet him? 
could not brook the independence of him^who wjj. 
so docile a scholar and so gentle a friend. He wa^y T. 
novelties, and dreaded a fervour of piety likelv 
governable, and perhaps to excite movements | 
man could foresee the issue. It must be allowec^] pass- 
reason to bo displeased with the indiscretion a:he man. 
of the innovators, and yiight apprehend that, 
motives to virtue and religion which he thought unati^ » 
the coarser but surer foundations of common morality 
bo loosened. A controversy ensuedy^in which he employed 
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wfli utmost violence of polemical or factious contest. Fen€- 
^yi, replied with brilliant success, and submitted his book to 
em judgment of Eome. After a long examination, the com- 
ofssion of ten Cardinals aj)poiiited to examine it were equally 
aiP^ided, and he seemed in consequence about to bo acquitted, 
diit Bossuct had in the meantime easily gained Louis XIV. 
aradame de Maintenon betrayed Feiielon’s conlidcntial corre- 
theidence ; and he was banished to his diocese, and di'prived 
maiiis pensions and official apartments in the palace. Louis 
him . regarded the slightest diflerences from the authorities 
and^e French church as reludlion against himself. Tliough 
mentved with much natural good senst^, he was too grossly 
line ant to be mad(? to comjirehend one of tlie terms of the 
movetm in dispute. Ibi did not, howeviT, se.ruphi to urge tlie 
grand>o the condemnation of Fenclon. Innocent XII. (Pig- 
own Vi, an aged and pacific Pontiff, was desirous of avoiding 
but honsh measures. He said that ‘UIkj iirchbishop of Cam- 
graces ight have erred from excess in the love of (iod, hut 
proach lop of M(jux had sinned by a detect of the love of his 
her conur.”* But he was compelhid to condemn a series of 
and soiiions, of which the first was, “There is an habitual 
th(i niorJove to God, which is pure from evi^ry motive of 
observati interest, and in which neither tlni fear of punish- 
fro^b the hope of re\^ard has any po?rt.’’t Fenelon read 
of' bull which condemned him in his own cathednil, and 
of ^sed as humble a submission as the lowest of his Hock 
and lUie of the writings of his advanced years, which have 
had r(‘centi3 ^ published, wo observe with regret that, Vlien 
l)uro love ui‘ 'y his exile, ambitious to regain a place at court 
ment. This Jesuits, or prejudiced agains*t the Calvinising 
ment in tlie Jansenists, the strongest anti-j>ai»al party 
o])iiiioo Jatholics, or somewhat detached from a cause of 

* Baiissct, Histmre (U FCnClon, ii. 220, note. 

+ (Euvres dc Boss'uet, viii. 303. Liege, ]707, 8vo. 
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which his great antagonist had been the victorious leader, he 
made concessions to the absolute monarchy of liome which 
did not become a luminary of the Gallican Church.* 

Bossuet, in his writings on this occasion, besides tradition 
and authorities, relied mainly on the supposed principle of 
philosophy, that man must dc^sire his own happiness, and can- 
not desire anything else, otherwise than as a means towards 
it ; which renders the controversy an incident in the history 
of Ethics. It is immediately connected with the ])receding 
part of this work by the almost literal coincidence between 
Bossuot’s foremost objection to the disinter(?sted piety con- 
tended f<ir by Eciieloii, and the fundamental ])Osition of a V(Ty 
ingenious and once noted divine of the English church, in 
his attack on the disinterest(‘d affcTiions, believed by Shaftes- 
bury to be a part of human nature.t 


LEIUNTTZ. 

born 171 C. 

Titkur is a singular contrast b(‘twcen the form of Leibnitz’s 
writings .and tin* character of his mind. The lattcu* was 

* Jh' tiimiuii /'(iiifijiris Atu’forihfft’ Jh'sser/irfio : Outrirs tV-Jirhni, 
toTiu* ii. V«TS;iillrs, IvS-JU. 

t rsl natiir;i voluiilatis Iniinsiiia', lit et iH'iitiliuliin'iii, ct r*a 

r|ii«irinu m-ii-ss:iria t’lmnfxio ruin ]»r:it itinHur cluir intrlligiliir, iHrrti- 
.svo’/fMi|nu'(:it. . , . Nulhis rst actus ml fjUt ni |cvrr:i inui iTn|K*lliiijiir 
iMiilivi) l»r.-itituilinis, c.\])liritf vrl iiiipUiih' incaninjT }>y tlu* latlrr 
lliat it may concralial tnun nursrlvi-^. as lie says, /)»/• ///y/y, 

Ity a nraiTi- {(h'urrrs Jr bossurl, viii. SOJ “'I’ln* Duly iiicitivo 

by ivhirli iialiviiliials CfO/ br imlnccd t«» tin* ]irai-ti(’r dI’ \ irtuc, '////'.vZ be 
tin* icrling or tin* ]>i<)s])cct oj' ])rivatc ha]>|)im*ss. ” (lirDivn's Essatfn on, 
tlif (^Jm rurirrlsfii's^ InO, l.oinl. ITn'J.) It must, Innvrvcr, in* oivncd, 
lliat tin* si Hisliiirss «»r tin* Wiirbnrtoiiiau is muiv I’igitl ; imihiiig no ]m*o- 
visioii I'di* tin* <»lii<*< t of Diir’i* own liappim ss slijijiinc^ nut ol’ virw fm* a 
nioincnl. ll is tine to the vi-ry ingrnioiis author of this forgotT« ii hook 
to add, that it is full of praist* uf his ailvt-isary, whitdi, tlioujL;'h just, 
was ill the aiiswi-rcr griirroiis : and that it contains an assertion of the 
uvhoHiuh'il right of ]niblic discussion, lut usual even at the tolerant 
jieriod of its appearance. 
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systematical, even to excess. It was the vice of his pro- 
digious intellect, on every subject of science where it was not 
bound by geometrical chains, to confine his view to tlioso 
most general principles, so well called by Bacon “merely 
notional ; ” which render it, indeed, easy to build a system, 
but only because they may be alike adapted to every state of 
aj)pearances, and become thereby really inay)plicable to any. 
Though his genius was thus naturally turned to system, his 
■writings were, generally, occasional and miscellanc'ous. The 
fragments of his doctrines are scattered in Jteviews ; or ov(*r 
a voluminous Literary Correspondence ; or in the I’refacc's 
and Introductions to those compilations to whicli this grt'at 
philosopher was obliged by his situation to descend. I'his 
defective and disorderly mode of publication arose parMj'^from 
the jars between business and study, inevitable in his course 
of life ; but j)robably yet more from tlio nature of his system, 
wliich, while it wddely deviates from tlie most g(*n(;ral j)rin- 
ciples of former ])hilosophers, is ready to (mibrace their parti- 
cular doctrines under its owm generaliti(‘s, and thus to nuioncile 
them to each other, as w^ell as to accommodate itself to popular 
or establislied opinions, and comi>romiso with them according 
to his favourite and oft- repeated maxim, Ihtd racclortl 
doctrines arc capatih of a good sense f'* by which last words 
our philosopher meant •a sense reconcilable with liis own 
principles. I'artml and occasional exhibitions of these prin- 
ciples suited better that constant negotiation with oi)inions, 
establishments, and prtgudices, to which extreme generalities 
are well adapted, than a full and methodical statement 8f tlie 
whole at once. It is the lot of every i)hilosopher who 
attempts to make his principles extremely "flexible, that they 

• 

* Kouveaux Essais sur VEiUauhrnmit lluinnin, liv. i. cluip. ii. j». 
57. Those Essays, wliicL form the greater j»firl of the pul»lieatioii en- 
titled (Euvres Philmo^iJtiques, by J»asi)c, Anist. <;t Leipz. 1705, 

are not included in Duteiis^s edition of Leibnitz’s works. 
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become like those tools which bend so easily as to penetrate 
nothing. Yet his manner of publication perhaps led him to 
those wide intuitions, as comprehensive as those of Bacon, of 
which he expressed the result as briefly and pithily as Hobbes. 
The fragment which contains his ethical principles is the Pre- 
face to a collection of documents illustrative of international 
law, published at Hanover in 1G93;* to which he often 
referred as his standard afterwards, especially when he speaks 
of I/jrd Shaftesbury, or of the controversy between the two 
great theologians of Prance. “Eight” says he, “is moral 
power ; obligation, moral necessity. By mardly I understand 
what with a good man prevails as much as if it were physical. 
A go(id man is he who loves all men as far as reason allows. 
Justice is the benevolence of a wise man. To love is to he 
jdensed with the hnpjnnvAis of another ; or, in other words, to 
convert the hapidness of another into a ^lart of onds oton. 
Hence is explained the possibility of a disinterested love. 
When we are ifleased with the happiness of any being, his 
happiness l>ecomes one of our enjoyments. Wisdom is the 
science of happiness.” f 

Remarlis. — It is apparent from the above passage, that 
liCibnitz had touched the truth on the subject of disinterested 
aliection ; and that he was more neat- clinging to it than any 
modern philosojiher, except Lord Shaftesbuiy. It is evident, 
however, from the latter part of it, that, like Shaftesbury, he 
shrunk from his own just conception ; under the influence of 
that lliost ancient and far-spread prejudice of the schools, 
which assumed that such an abstraction as Ilappiness could 
be the object of love, and that the desire of so faint, distant, 
and refined an object, was the first principle of all moral 
nature, of which every other desire was only a modification or 

* Coder Juj’is Gentium Diplomatictis. Hanov. 1695. 

+ See Notes and Illustrations, Note N. 
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a fruit. Both he and Shaftesbury, however, when they relapsed 
into the selfish system, embraced it in its most refined form ; 
considering the benevolent affections as valuable parts of our 
own happiness, not in consequence of any of their effects or 
extrinsic advantages, but of that intrinsic delightfulncss which 
was inherent in their very essence. But Leibnitz considei'od 
this refined pleasure as the object in the view of the Ixme- 
volent man ; an absurdity, or rather a contradiction, which, 
at least in the Inqninj conrernhig Virtue^ Shaftesbuiy avoids. 
It will be seen from Leibnitz\s limitation, taken together with 
his definition of Wisdom, that he regarded the distinction of 
the moral sentiments from the social affections, and the just 
subordination of the latter, Jis entindy founded on tlio tend- 
ency of general happiness to increase that of the agent, not 
merely as hung real, but as being present to the agent's jnind 
wlien ho acts. In a subsequent passage ho lowers his tone 
not a little. “ As for the sacrifice of life, or the endurance of 
the great(ist i)ain for others, these things are ratlujr generously 
enjoined than solidly demonstrated by ]>hilosoj)hers. For 
honour, glory, and self-congratulation, to which they ai)peal 
under the name of Virtue, are indeed mental ])lc{isure3, and of 
a high degree, but not to all, nor outweighing every bittormiss 
of suffering ; since all cannot imagine them with equal vivacity, 
and that power is littte possessed b/ those whom neither 
education, nor situation, nor the doctrines of religion or philo- 
sophy, have taught to value mental gratifications.”* lie con- 
cludes very truly, that morality is completed by a belief of 
moral government. But the Inquiry nonaeminfj Virt^ii had 
reached that conclusion by a better road. It entirely escaped 
liis sagacity, as it has that of nearly all other moralists, that 
the coincidence of morality with well-understood interest in 
our outward actions, is very far from being the most important 
part of the question \ for these actions flow from habitual 
* See Notes and Illustrations, Note N. 
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dispositions, from affections and sensibilities, which detennine 
their nature. There may be, and there are, many immoral 
acts, which, in the sense in which words are commonly used, 
are advantageous to the actor. But tlie whole sagacity and 
ingenuity of the world may be safely challenged to point out 
a case in which virtuous dispositions, habits, and feelings, 
are not conducive in the highest degree to the happiness of 
the individual ; or to maintain that he is not the hai)piest, 
whose moral sentiments and affections are such as to prevent 
the possibility of the prospect of advantage through unlawful 
means from presenting itself to his mind. It would indeed 
have been impossible to prove to Begulus that it was his 
interest to return to a death of torture in Africa. But what 
if the proof had been easy 1 The most thorough conviction 
on such a point would not have enabled him to set this 
example, if he had not been supported by his own integrity 
and generosity, by love of his country, and reverence for his 
pledged faith. What could the conviction add to that great- 
ness of soul, and to these glorious attributes ] With such 
virtues he could not act otherwise than he did. Would a 
father, affectionately interested in a son’s haj)i)iness, of very 
lukewarm feelings of morality, but of good sense enough to 
weigh gratifications and sufferings exactly, be really desirous 
that his son should Have these virtues in a less degree than 
Begulus, merely because they might exposo him to the fate 
which Begulus chose ? On the coldest calculation he would 
surely perceive that the high and glowing feelings of such a 
mindMuring life, altogether throw into shade a few hours of 
agony in leaving it. And, if he himself were so unfortunate 
that no more generous sentiment arose in his mind to silence 
such calculations, would it not be a reproach to his under- 
standing not to discover, that though, in one case out of 
millions, such a character might lead a Begulus to torture, yet, 
in the common course of nature, it is' the source not only of 
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happiness in life, but of quiet and honour in death ? A case 
so extreme as that of Eegulus will not perplex, if we bear in 
mind, that though we cannot prove the act of heroic virtue to 
be conducive to the interest of the hero, yet wo may perceive 
at once that nothing is so conducive to his interest as to have 
a mind so formed that it could not shrink from it, but must 
rather embrace it with gladness and triumph. Men of vigorous 
health are said sometimes to suffer most in a pestilence. !No 
mtin was ever so absurd as for that reason to wish that he 
were more infirm. The distemper might return once in a 
century. If he were tlien alive, he might escape it ; and 
even if he fell, the balance of advantage would be, in most 
cases, greatly on the side of robust health. In estimating 
b'iforehand the value of a strong bodily frame, a man of sense 
would throw the small chance of a rari* and ishort evil entirely 
out of the account. So must the coldi^st and most scdlish 
moral calculator, who, if he be sagacious and exact, must pro- 
nounce that the inconveniences to which a man may bo 
someiimt -i exposed by a pure and sound mind, are no reasons 
for regretting that we do not escape them l>y possessing minds 
more enfeeLled and distempered. Other occstsions will call 
our attention, in the sequel, to this important part of the sub- 
ject. But the great name of Leibnitz seemed to recpiire that 
his degrading st«vtementtshould not be t;ited witliout warning 
the reader against its egregious fallacy. 

MALEBRANCITE. 

Pioni 1638 — died 1715. 

This ingenious philosopher and beautiful* writer is tlie only 
celebrated Cartesian who has professedly handled tlje Theory 
of ^Morals.* His theory has in some points of view a con- 
formity to the doctrine of Clarke ; while in others it has 
* TraiU de Morale, Rotterdam, 1634. 
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given occasion to his English follower Norris* to say, that if 
the Quakers understood their own opinion of the illumination 
of all men, they would explain it on the principles of Male- 
hranche. “ There is,” says he, “ one parent virtue, the uni- 
versal virtue, the virtue which renders us just and perfect, the 
virtue which will one day render us happy. It is the only 
virtue. It is the love of the universal order, as it eternally 
existed in the Divine reason, where every created reason con- 
templates it. This order is composed of practical as well as 
speculative truth. Eeason perceives the moral superiority of 
one being over another, as immediately as the equality of the 
radii of the same circle. The relative perfection of beings is 
that part of the immovable order to which men must conform 
their minds and their conduct. ITie love of order is the 
whole of virtue, and conformity to order constitutes the 
morality of actions.” It is not difficult to discover, that in spite 
of the singular skill employed in weaving this W'eb, it answers 
no other puri)oso than tliat of hiding the whole difficulty. 
The love of universal order, says Malebranchc, requires that 
we should value an animal more than a stone, because it is 
more valuable ; and love God infinitely more than man, 
because he is infinitely better. But without presupposing the 
reality of moral distinctions, and the power of moral feelings, 
the two points to be proved, how can either of these proposi- 
tions be evident, or even intelligible ? To that a love of 
the eternal order will produce the love and practice of every 
virtue, is an assertion untenable unless we take morality for 
granted, and useless if we do. 

In his work on Morals, all the incidental and secondary 
remarks are equally well considered and well expressed. The 
manner in which he applied his principle to the particulars 

* Author of the Theory of the Ideal Worlds who well copied, though 
he did not ei^ual, the clearness and choice of expression which belonged 
to his master. 
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of human duty is excellent. He is perhaps the first philo- 
sopher who has precisely laid down and rigidly adhered to 
the great principle that virtue consiMs in pure iutenfiom and 
dispositiom of mindy without which, actions, however con- 
formable to rules, are not truly moral ; a trutli of the highest 
importance, which, in the theological form, may bti said to 
have been the mabi principle of the first I'rotestant lioforniera. 
The ground of piety, according to him, is the conlbmiity of 
the attributes of God to those moral qualities which we irre- 
sistibly love and revere.* “Sovereign princes,’' says he, 
“have no right to use their authority without reason. Even 
God has no such miserable right.” f His distinction between 
a religious society and an established church, and his assertion 
of the right of the temporal power alone to employ coc.rcion, 
are Avoi*thy of notice, as instances in wliich a Catholic, at once 
philoso])hical and orthodox, could thus speak, not only of the 
nature of God, but of the rights of the clmrch. 

JONATHAN EDWAKIJS. 

Bom 1703, at Windsor, Coimoctiout — diod 1758, at Princotown, 
New Jerst.'y. 

This remarkable man, the metaphysician of America, was 
formed among the Calvinists of New ^England, when tlieir 
stern doctrine retained its rigorous authority.} His i)ower of 
subtile argument,* perhaps unmatched, certainly unsurpassed 
among men, was joined, as in some of the ancient Mystics, 
with a character which raised his piety to fervour. Ho 
embraced their doctrine, probably without knowing it to bo 

* “II faiit aimer TPltre infiniment parfait, et non pas iin fantdnni 
epouvantable, un Dieu injuste, ahsolu, puissaTjt, niais sans boiite ct 
sans sagesse. S’il y avoit un tel Dieu, k? vrai DitJU nous deiendroit de 
Padorer et de Taimer. II y a jieut-etre plus de danger d’oirciiser Dieu 
lorsqu’on lui donne une forme si horrible, que de inepriser ce faiit6nie.” 
{Traiti dc Morale^ chap, viii.) + Ihul. chap. xxii. 

t Note^ and Illustrations, Note 0. 
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theirs. “ True religion,” says he, “ in a great measure consists 
in holy affections. A love of divine things, for the beauty 
and sweetness of their moral excellency, is the spring of all 
holy affections.”* Had he suffered this noble principle to 
take the right road to all its fair consequences, he would have 
entirely concurred with Plato, with Shaftesbury, and Male- 
branche, in devotion to “ the first good, first perfect, and first 
fair.” But lie thought it necessary afterwards to limit his 
doctrine to his own jiersuasion, by denying that such moral 
excellence could be discovered in divine things by those 
Christians who did not take the same view with him of their 
religion. All others, find some who hold his doctrines with 
a more enlarged s])irit, may adopt his priii(;i])le "without any 
limitation. His ethical theory is contained in his Dissvrta- 
tion on the Nature of True Virtue; and in another. On God's 
Chief End in the Creation^ published in London thirty years 
after his death. True virtue, according to him, consists in 
benevolence, or love to being “in general,” which he after- 
wards limits to “intelligent being,” though sentient would 
have involved a more reasonable limitation. This good-will 
is felt towards a particular being, first in jyrnjtortion to his 
defjree of exi-dence (for, says he, “ that which is great has more 
existence, and is farther from nothing, than that which is 
little”); and secondly, in jn'opurfinn, to ttie degree, in tchich 
that particular being feels benevolence to otlp rs. Thus God, 
having infinitely more existence and benevolence than man, 
ought to bo infinitely more loved ; and for the same reason, 
God nnist love himself infinitely more than he does all other 
bcing8.t He can act only from regard to himself, and his 

* Edwards on lidigUms Affections, pjj. 4, 187. bond. 1796. 

+ Tluf I'oiucidonoe of Mahbraiiche with this part of Edw’ards is 
rcmarkiiblc. Speaking of the Sujjrenie Being, he says, “ II s'aime in- 
iHiicihlannii.'^ He adds another more startling exjwession, “Certaine- 
ment Dieii ne pent agir (pie pmr lui-nieine : il n’a ]>oint d’autre motif 
que son amour ]iropre.” {Traitc dc Morale, chap, xvii.) 
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in cttetion can only bo to manifest bis whole nature, 
is caUed acting for liis own glory. 

As far as Edwards confines himself to created beings, 
Jai.d while his theory is perfectly intelligible, it coincides 
it:.W‘yh that of universal benevolence, hereafter to be considered. 

■ Tl.e term hruin is a mere encumbrance, which serves indeed 
■kf give it a mysterious outside, but brings with it from the 
s< :ii)ols nei-liiii:; except their obscurity. He was betrayed 
i; \o it by till' ( I oak which it threw over his really unmeaning 
sertion or iss iinption, that there are of vxisteuro : 

V ;thout wLiclt that part of his systiiin which relates to the 
j eity would li.ive ai>j>eared to bo as baseless as it really is. 
^/>''hen we try *vch a j)hrase by aj)plying it to matters within 
fae sph'Mx^ (,t .»‘ir exp(‘rience, we see that it means nothing 
! it J. f/y' vv n*’ {‘(‘rtain laculties and powers. Jhit the V4*ry 
> JpUcjilioJi «»i rlie, term hrimf to all things, shows that the. l(*ast 
perfect has r ■ much helmj as the most ]>(‘rl'eet ; or rather that 
i:i(;rc ''an h' e.-- dill'erenee, so far as that word is eonceriii'd, 

. etwe/J! i w ) ?ihngs to which is it alike applicable. Tin*, just- 
:.es« oi' lie • aiipound proportion on wliicb bninan virtue is 
aade d; ji- n i, is c;i]»able of being tri'*d )>y an (jasy t(;st. If 
wo suj'pe.si' l!i ‘ 'greut(*st. of evil spirits to liave a hundred times 
'he bad piissioi-s of ^Marcus Aurelius, and at the same, lime a 
'.lundred times In's faculties, or, in Edwai’ds’s language, a 
handle'll liim - bis (juaiiiity of being, it follows, fnmi tliis 
moral tinoty, ihul we ought to eslinmi and love, tli(i devil 
exactly in ibe same ilegree as we esteem and love ]\Iarciis 
Aurelius. 

The chief ej-einii.stiinct* wliicb justifies so mucli being said 
on the last hv.‘ writi-rs, is their cfuiciirreiici; in a point towaids 
which Klhicai IMiilosojdiy Innl l)e,eM slowly ap]»roacliing IVom 
the time of tloi controversies raised up ]>y Hobbes. EIi(*y 
b'Ah indicate llie inerease of this tmidency, hy introducing 
an element into tlieir theory, foreign Ifoiu those cold systems 
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of ethical abstraction, with which they continued in other 
respects to have much in common. Malehranche m'akes 
virtue consist in the love of order, Edwards in the love of 
being. In this language w’e perceive a step beyond the 
representation of Ciarke, which made it a conformity to 
the relations of things ; hut a step which cannot he made 
without passing into a new province ; — without confessing by 
the use of the word lovo, that not only perception and reason, 
but emotion and sentiment, are among the fundamentjil prin- 
ciples of morals. They still, however, W'ere so wedded to 
scholastic prejudice, as to choose two of the most aerial 
abstractions which can he introduced into argument — he.ing 
and order — to he the objects of those strong active feelings t 
wliicli were to govern the human mind. 

BUnaER. 

Iiorii KJCl — died 1737. 

The same strange disposition to fix on ahstracthuis as tlie 
objects of our primitive feelings, and the end sought by our 
warmest desires, manifests itself in the ingenious ■writer with 
wliom this part of the present work closes, under a form of 
less dignity than that which it assumes in the hands of 
Malehranche and ClUrke. Euffier, »tho only Jesuit whoso 
name has a place in the liistory of Abstra^ Philosophy, has 
no peculiar opinions which would have required any mention 
of him as a moralist, were it not for the just reputation of his 
treatisB on First Troths, with which Dr. lieid so remarkably, 
though unaware of its existence, coincides, even in the mis- 
application of so practical a term as common sense to denote 
the faculty which recognjpes the truth of Pirst Principles. 
His philosophical wTitings ♦ are remarkable for thfit peife5t 
clearness of expression, which, since the great examples of 
• Cours de Sciences. Paris, 1732, folio. ' 
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the use of tlutclicson — Berkeley — llume — Smith — Price — Hartley — 

hut emotion Tuekiir — iMey — Bentham — Stewart — Brown. 

ciples of n, . . « , . , , . i 

, , hoL?iiniiii" of ethical controversy to tlie ei^jliLeentli 

scholastic : f 

, . ‘t thus apiiears that the care of the inJi vidua) for 

abstractioiii 

, and his re^'ard for the thin^^s which iireservo self, 

and (yrdar- ^ n . - , i 

which w ‘ ^ opinion of most, 

*i(.\st of all the princijiles which proni 2 )t men and other 
.als to ac.tivity^ ; that nearly ail jdiilosojliers re^^ardcd the 
appetites and desire ‘s, wliicli look only to self-^u*atification, lus 
modilicaiions of this jirimary princi2)le of self-love ; aiiil lluit 
a very imnuirous body considered even the social aiii etions 
themsiilves as nothing more than the i)rodiic(‘. of a more latent 
and siiljtih^ o 2 )eratioii of the desire of interest, and oi llio 
pursuit nf pleasure.. It is true, tlu*y often s])oke otherwise ; 
hut it was rather fnuii the looseu(*ss and llucluation of their 


language, than from ^distrust in their doctrine. It true, 
also, th;it perliaps all rejU’eseiitcd the gralilicatiuns of virtue 
as more unniingled, more secure, more Beqiiiuit, and in(U*o 
lasting, than i>tlier ])leasiires ; without Avhic.h they could 
neither have retained a hold on the iissent of mankind, nor 
rccoirciled the prineiides of tlu*ir systems with the testimony 
of their hearts. AVe have sei*ii how some began to he v .used 
from p iazY aeiiuieseence in this ancient hypothesis hy the 
rionstnnis (tonseiiuences which Hobbes had legitinmtely 
deduced from it. A few, of pure minds and great iiileliect, 
laboured to render morality disinterested, by tracing it to 
reason as its source ; without considering that reason, elevated 
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lluTLKK, who was the sou (»f a I'resbyt. r, early gave 

such promise, iis to iudiicc*. his fating’ to - hy a proper 

* 'riic doctrine of tin* Stoics is thus ]nit liy Un, nto tlio inoulli 
of Cuto : “ I’hircl liis, iiHpiit, ^nonnii rolio ifilii pn»biitur, siimd 
notiinj sit (iiiiic ciinn est ordicnduin) ipsimi sil)i r.ouciliari i:t 

coniiiKJiid.'iri ad S(r •Joiiscrv.'iiKluin, ct ad siinni stattiiii, ct ad c,a (jiia* 
conscrvaiitia sunt ejus stolus dilig»*nda ; alionaii autcni at) intciitii, 
iis(jne re])ns (jna* iiitiTituni vid<--{intur allorrc. Id ita ossc sic prt»l)aiit, 
(piod, nnUMjiiain volnjdas ant dolor attigoril, .salutari;i apjidaiit ]iiii vi, 
asp<n’ncntiinpu.‘ contraria. (}nod non liorct, nisi staluni snum difigcn'iil, 
int(;ritum tiniorent. FiiiH autem von. jumcf uf, njt/mfrrad alltjuid^ 'nisi 
sensi/nt futharcnl .<?«,/, cniiuf; av.', cl siui dllujm'.nU Ex. Qi^o i N’ri;Li,i(;i 
i>i:bi:t, nrcrrM i;sse a sk juMGKNDr.” {]Jc F{nlhii.H, lil). 

iii. cap. V.) We are told that tuh is tlio reading of an ancient 

MS. Perliaps tlic omission of “a” would be the easiest and mo.st 
reason al d t* c men dati on. 

The above ]»assage is perhaps tlie fnlle.st and i)lainest statement of 
the doctrines prevalent tiff the time of Ihiller. 

I • 
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education, for being a minister of that persuasion. He was 
educated at one of tlieir seminaries, under Mr. Jones of 
Gloucester, where Seeker, afterwards Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, was his fellow-student. Though many of the dissenters 
had then begun to relinquish Calvinism, the uniform effect 
of that doctrine, in disposing its adherents to metaphysical 
speculation, long survived the opinions which caused it, and 
cannot be doubted to have influenced the mind of Butler. 
When a student at the academy of Gloucester, he wrote 
private letters to Dr. Clarke on his celebrated DeimnHtration, 
suggesting objections which were really insuperable, and which 
are marked by an acuteness which neither himself nor any 
other ever surpassed. Clarke, whose heart was as well 
schooled as his head, published the letters, with his own 
answers, in the next edition of his work ; and, by his good 
offices with his friend and follower. Sir Joseph Jekyll, obtained 
for the young philosopher an early opportunity of making 
his abilities and opinions known, by the appointment of 
preacher at the Chapel of the Master of the Rolls. He was 
afterwards raised to one of the highest seats on the Episcopal 
bench, through the philosophical taste of Queen Caroline, and 
her influence over the mind of her husband, which continued 
long after her death. “ He was wafted, says Horace 'Walpole, 
“to the see of Durham, on a cloud of^Metaphysics.”* Even 
in the fourteenth year of his widowhood, 'George II. was 
desirous of inserting the name of the Queen^s metaphysical 
favourite in the Regency Bill of 1751. 

Hio great work on the Analogy of Rvllgion to the Course 
of Nafurcy though only a commentary on the singularly original 
and pregnant passage of Origen, which is so honestly prefixed 
to it as a motto, is, notwUhstanding, the most original and 
profound work extant in any language on the Philosophy of 
Religion. It is entirely beyond our present scope. His 
* Walpole’s Memoirs, 
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ethical discussions are contained in those deep and sometimes 
dark dissertations which he preached at the Chapel of the 
Rolls, and afterwards published under the name of Scrmonsy 
while he was yet fresh from the schools, and full of that 
courage with which youth often delights to exorcise its strength 
in abstract reasoning, and to push its faculties into the recesses 
of abstruse speculation. But his youth was that of a sober 
and mature mind, early taught by nature to discern the bound- 
aries of knowledge, and to abstain from fruitless efforts to 
reach inaccessible ground. In these sermons,* he has taught 
truths more capable of being exactly distinguished from the doc- 
trines of his predecessors, more satisfactorily established by him, 
more comprehensively applied to particulars, more rationally 
connected with each other, and therefore more worthy of the 
name of dimwery, than any with which we are acquainted ; 
if we ought not, with some hesitation, to except th<‘, first steps 
of the Grecian philosophers towards a Theory of Morals. It 
is a peculiar hardship that the extreme ambiguity of language, 
an obstacle which it is one of the chief merits of an ethical 
philosopher to vanquish, is one of the circumstandhs which 
prevent men from seeing the justice of apjdyiiig to him so 
ambitious a term as d'm'mrry, Butler owed more*, to Ijord 
Shaftesbury than to all other writers besides. He is just and 
generous towards that ]tliilosoi»her ; yet, whoever carefully 
compares their wAtings, will without difficulty distinguish 
the two builders, and the larger as well as more regular and 
laboured part of the edifice, which is due to Butler. 

Mankind have various principles of action ; some leading 
directly to the private good, some immediately to the good of 
the community. But the private desires are not self-love, or 

• 

* See Sermons i. ii. and iii. on Human Katurc ; v. on CompjisHion ; 
viiL on Resentment ; ix, on Forgiveness ; xi. and xii. on the Love of 
our Neighbour ; and xiii. on the Love of God ; together with the excel- 
lent Preface, • 
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any form of it ; for self-love is the desire of a man's own 
happiness, whereas the object of an appetite or passion is 
some outward thing. Self-love seeks things as means of 
happiness ; the private appetites seek things, not as means, 
but as ends. A man eats from hungei*, and drinks from 
thirst ; and tliougli lie knows that these acts are necessary to 
life, tliat knowledge is not the motive of his conduct. 
gratification can indeed be imagined "without a previous desire. 
If all the ])articiilar (l(*sires did not exist independently, self- 
lov(i would hav(*- no object to employ itself about ; for there 
would be no happiness, which, by the very sui)position of the 
o])j)on(mts, is made up of the gratifications of various desires. 
!No jmrsuit could be selfish or interested, if there were not 
satisfactions first gained by aj)petites which seek their own 
outward obje.cts without regard to self ; which satisfactions 
coni])ose the mass which is called a man's interest. 

In cont(;nding, therefore, that the benevolent affections are 
disinterested, no more is claimed for them than must bo 
granted to mere animal appe.tih^s and to malevolent passions. 
Each of lln'se ]U’inci])les alike seeks its own obj(‘ct, for the 
sake simply of obtaining it. Ph;asure is the rcjsult of the 
attainment, but no sej)arate imrt of the aim of the agent. 
Th(^ di'siri*- that another person may be. gratified, seeks that 
outwanl <»bject alone, according fb the general course of 
human desire, liesentmeiit is as disinte. nested as gratitude 
or pity, hut not more si). Hunger or thirst may he, as much 
as the pun-st henevolence, at variance with s(‘lf-love. A regard 
to oui* own gt'iieral happiness is not a vice ; but in itself an 
excellent »pudity. It Avere well if it prevailed more generally 
over craving am( short-siglitod ajipetitos. The Aveakness of 
the social alfeetions, aiuk the strength of the private desires, 
properly constitute selfishness ; a vice utterly at variance Avith 
the happiness of him Avho harbours it, and, as such, condemned 
by self-love. There are as few who attain the greatest satisfac- 
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tion to themselves, as who do the greatest good to others. It 
is absurd to say, with some, that the pleasure of benevolence 
is selfish, because it is felt by self. Understanding aiul reason- 
ing arc acts of self, for no man can think by proxy ; but no 
one ever called them Wliy ? Evidently because they 

do not rvffanl self. l*recisely the siimo reason a})pli(;s to 
benevolence. Such an argument is a gross confusion of self, 
as it is a subject of feeling or thought, with self considcired as 
the object of either. It is no mure just to refer tlu*« ])rivato 
appetites to self-love Ix^causo they commonly promote hapj)i- 
ness, than it would be to refer them to s(‘lf-]iatred in tlioso 
frequent cases where their gratification obstructs it. 

r»ut besides th(? jnivate or public desirc's, and besides the 
calm regard to our own gent*ral welfare, Hk'ihj is a princij)le 
in man, in its natuni supreme over all oUhts. Ihis mitural 
supremacy belongs to tluj facility which sui vcys, apj)roves, or 
disap])roves, the several allections of our minds and actions of 
our lives. As self-love is superior to the ]>rivate j)assions, so 
conscience is superior to the. whole, of man. l^ission implies 
nothing but an inclination to follow it ; and in that respect 
passions differ only in force. I>ut no notion (‘.an be formed 
of the princi])le of reilectioii, or conschmce, which does not 
comprehend judgment, direction, suj)e^riritendency. Autho- 
rity over all other prii^d])les of action is a constituent part 
of the idea of •conscience, and cannot be separaie<l frcmi 
it. Had it strength tOs it has right, it would govern tins world. 
The passions would have their power but according to their 
nature, which is to ho subject to conscience, lienee may 
understand the purpose at which the ancients, perhaj)? con- 
fusedly, aimed when they laid it down tlfat virtue consisted 
in following nature. It is neither easy, nor, for the main 
object to the moralist, important, to render the doctrines of 
the ancients by modern language. If Butler returns to this 
phrase too often, it was rather from the remains of undistin- 
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guishing reverence for antiquity than because he could deem 
its employment important to bis own opinions. 

The tie which holds together Religion and Morality is, in 
the system of Butler, somewhat different from the common 
representations, but not less close. Conscience, or the faculty 
of approving or disaj)proving, necessarily constitutes the bond 
of union. Setting out from the belief of Theism, and com- 
bining it, as he had entitled himself to do, with the reality of 
conscience, he could not avoid discoveiing that the being who 
possessed the highest moral qualities is the object of the 
highest moral affections. He contemplates the Deity through 
the moral nature of man. In the case of a being wlio is to be 
perfectly loved, “ goodness must be the simple actuating prin- 
ciple within him ; this being the moral quality which is the 
immediate object of love.” “ The highest, the adequate object 
of this affection, is perfect goodness ; which therefore we are 
to love with all our heart, with all our soul, and with all our 
strength.” “ We should refer ourselves implicitly to him, and 
cast ourselves entirely upon him. The whole attention of life 
should be to obey his commands.”* Moral distinctions are 
thus ])resupposed before a step can be made towards religion : 
virtue leads to piety ; God is to be loved, because goodness is 
the object of love ; and it is onlj'^ after the mind rises through 
liiiman morality to divine perfection,* that all the virtues and 
duties are seen to hang from the throne of God. 


Ifemarkfi . — Tliere do not appear to be any n'rors in the 
ethical principles of Butler. The following remarks are 
intended to point , out some defvefs in his scheme ; and even 
that attempt is made with the unfeigned humility of one who 
rejoices in an opportunity of doing justice to that part of the 
writings of a great philosopher which has not been so clearly 


Sennon xiii. On the LoVe of God. 
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understood, nor so justly estimated by the generality, as his 
other works. 

1. It is a considerable defect, though perhaps unavoidable 
in a sermon, that he omits all inquiry into the nature and 
origin of the private appetites, which first appear in human 
nature. It is implied, but it is not expressed in his reason- 
ings, that there is a time before the child can be called selfish, 
any more than social, when those appetites seem as it were 
separately to pursue their distinct objects, long antecedent to 
the state of mind in which all their gratifications are regarded 
as forming the mass called happiness. It is hence that they 
are likened to instincts, in contradiction to their subsequent 
distinction, which requires reason and experience.* 

2. Butler shows admirably well, that uidess there were 
principles of action independent of self, there could be no 
pleasures and no happiness for self-love to watch over. A 
step farther would have led him to perceive that self-love is 
altogetlujr a secondary formation ; the result of the joint 
operation of reason and habit uj)on the primary princij)lea. 
It could not have existed Avithout presupposing original 
appetites and organic gratifications. Had he considered this 
part of the subject, he would have strengthened his case by 
showing that self-love is as truly a derived i)rinciple, not only 
as any of the social alScctions, but as any of the most con- 
fessedly acquirei^ passions. It would appear clear, that as 
self-love is not divested of its self-regarding character by con- 
sidering it as acquired, so the social aflections do not lose any 
part of their disinterested character, if they be considered as 
formed from simpler elements. Nothing would more tend to 
root out the old prejudice which treats a regard to self as 
analogous to a self-evitlent principle, than the proof, that sclf- 

* The very able work ascribed to Mr. Hfizlitt, entitled Essay im 
Priiicijdes of Human Action, Load. 1805, contuiiis original views on 
this subject. 
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love is itself formed from certain original elements, and that 
a living being long subsists before its appearance.* 

3. It must be owned that those parts of Butler’s discourses 
which relate to the social affections are more satisfactory than 
those which handle the question concerning the moral senti- 
ments. It is not that the real existence of the latter is not 
as well made out as that of the former. In both cases he 
occupies the unassailable ground of an appeal to consciousness. 
All men (even the worst) feel that they have a conscience 
and disinterested affections. But he betrays a sense of the 
greater vagueness of his notions on this subject. lie falters 
as he approaches it. He makes no attempt to determine in 
what state of mind the action of conscience consists. He 
does not venture steadily to denote it by name. He fluc- 
tuates between different appellations, and multi])lies the meta- 
phors of authority and command, without a simple exposition 
of that mental operation which these metaphors should only 
have illustrated. It commands other principles. But the 
question recurs, why or how ? 

Some of his own hints, and some fainter intimations of 
Shaftesbury, might have led him to what appears to bo the 
true solution ; w'hich, perhaps from its extreme simplicity, 
has escaped him and his successors. The truth seems to be 
that the moral sentiments, in their mature state, are a class of 
feelings v'hick have no other ohject hut the 'm^Aital dispos^itions 
leading to voluntary action, and- the voluntary actions which 
flow from these dispositions. We are pleased with some 
dispositions and actions, and displeased with others, in our- 
selves and our fellows. Wo desire to cultivate the dispositions, 
and to perform the actions, which we contemplate with 
satisfaction. These objects, like all those of human appetite 

* Compare this statement with the Stoical doctrine explained by 
Cit’cro in the book de Finihus, quoted above, of which it is the dii’ect 
opposite. 
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or desire, are sought for their own sake. Tlie peculiarity of 
these desires is, that their gratification requires the use of no 
means. Nothing (unless it he a volition) is interi)osed between 
tho desire and the voluntary act. It is impossihhi, therefore, 
that these passions should undergo any change hy transfer 
from the end to tho means, as is tho case with other practicid 
principles. On the other liand, as soon as they are lixed on 
these ends, they cannot regard any further object. When 
another passion prevails over them, the end of the moral 
faculty is converted into a means of gratification. l>ut voli- 
tions and actions are not themselves the end, or last object in 
view, of any other desire or aversion. Nothing stands between 
the moral sentiments and their object. They are, as it were, 
in contact with the will. It is this sort of mental position, 
if tho expression may ho pardoned, that explains, or seems to 
explain, those characteristic properties which true philosophers 
ascribe to them, and which all rcjfiecting men fe,el to belong 
to them. Being the only desires, aversions, sentiments, or 
emotions, which regard dispositions and actions, they neces- 
sarily extend to the whole character and conduct. Among 
motives to action, they alone are justly considered as universal. 
They may and do stand between any other practical i)rinciple 
and its object ; while it is absolutely impossible that another 
shall intercept their comiection with the will. Be it observed, 
that though maij*y passions prevail over them, no other can 
act beyond its own appointed and limited sphere ; and that 
the prevalence itself, leaving the natural order undisturbed in 
any other part of the mind, is perceived to be a disorder, 
when seen in another man, and felt to be so by the mind 
disordered, when the disorder subsides.* Conscience may 
forbid the will to contribute to tfi^ gratification of a desire. 
No desire ever forbids will to obey conscience. 

This result of tho peculiar relation of conscience to tho 
will justifies those metaphorical expressions which ascribe to 
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it authority and the right of universal command. It is 
immutable; for by the law which regulates all feelings, it 
must rest on action, which is its object, and beyond which it 
cannot look ; and as it employs no means, it never can be 
transferred to nearer objects, in the way in which he who 
first desires an object, as a means of gratification, may come 
to seek it as his end. Another remarkable peculiarity is 
bestowed on the moral feelings by the nature of their object. 
As the objects of all otlicr desires are outward, the satisfaction 
of them may bo frustrated by outward causes. The moral 
sentiments may always be gratified, because voluntary actions 
and moral dispositions spring from within. No external 
circumstance affects them. Ifenco their independence. As 
the moral sentiment needs no means, and the desire is instan- 
taneously followed by the volition, it seems to be either that 
which first suggests the relation between command and obedi- 
ence, or at least that wliich affords the simplest instance of it. 
It is therefore with the most rigorous precision that authority 
and universality are ascribed to them. Their only unfortunate 
property is their too frequent weakness ; but it is apparent 
that it is from that circumstance alone that their failure 
arises. Tims considered, the language of Dutler concerning 
conscience, that, “ had it strength as it has right, it would 
govern the world,” which may seem to be only an effusion of 
generous feeling, proves to be a just statement of the nature 
and action of the highest of human faculties. The union of 
universality, immutability, and independence, with direct 
actioip on the will, which distinguishes the moral sense from 
every other part of our practical nature, renders it scarcely 
metaphorical langifago to ascribe to it unbounded sovereignty 
and awful authority over .the whole of the world within j — 
shows that attributes, well denoted by terms significant of 
command and control, are in fact inseparable from it, or rather 
constitute its very essence ; justifies those ancient moralists 
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who represent it as alone securing, if not forming, the moral 
liberty of man ; and finally, when religion rises from its roots 
in virtuous feeling, it clothes conscience with the sublime 
character of representing the divine purity and majesty in the 
human soul. Its title is not impaired by any number of 
defeats ; for every defeat necessarily disposes the disinterested 
and dispassionate bystander to wish that its force were 
strengthened : and though it may be doubted whether, con- 
sistently with tlie present constitution of human nature, it 
could be so invigorated as to be the only motive to action, 
yet every such bystander rejoices at all accessions to its force ; 
and would own, that man becomes happier, more excellent, 
more estimable, more venerable, in proportion as conscience 
acquires a power of banishing malevolent passions, of strongly 
curbing all the private appetites, of influencing and guiding 
the benevolent aflections themselves. 

I^et it be carefully considered whether the same observa- 
tions could be made with truth, or with plausibility, on any 
other part or element of the nature of man. They are entirely 
independent of the question, whether conscience be an inherent 
or an acquired principle. If it be inherent, that circumstance 
is, according to the common modes of thinking, a sutlicient 
proof of its title to veneration. But if provision be made in 
the constitution and cwcurnstanccs of all men, for uniformly 
producing it, byr^ processes similar to those which produce 
other acquired sentiments, may not our reverence be augmented 
by admiration of that supreme wisdom which, in such mental 
contrivances, yet more brightly than in the lower wo*ld of 
matter, accomplishes mighty purposes by instruments so 
simple ? Should these speculations be thought to have any 
solidity by those who are accustqmed to such suT>jects, it 
would be easy to unfold and apply them so fully, that they 
may be thoroughly apprehended by every intelligent person. 

4. The most palpabie defect of Butler's scheme is, that it 
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affords no answer to the question, “ What is the distinguishing 
quality common to all right actions ? " If it were answered, 
‘‘ Their criterion is, that they are approved and commanded 
by conscience,” the answerer would find that he was involved 
in a vicious circle ; for conscience itself could he no otherwise 
defined than as the faculty which approves and commands 
right actions. 

There are few circumstances more remarkable than the 
small number of Butler’s followers in Ethks ; and it is per- 
haps still more observable, that his opinions were not so much 
rejected as overlooked. It is an instance of the importance 
of style. No thinker so great was ever so bad a writer. 
Indeed, the ingenious apologies which have been lately 
attempted for this defect amount to no more than that his 
power of thought was too much for his skill in language. 
How general must the reception have b(^on of truths so certain 
and momentous as those contained in Butler’s Discourses, — 
with how much more clearness must they have appeared to his 
own great understanding, if he had possessed the strength and 
distinctness with which Hobbes enforces odious falsehood, or 
the unspeakable charm of that transparent diction which 
clothed the unfruitful paradoxes of Berkeley ! 


HUTCHESON. 

Bom in Ireland, 1694 — died at Glasgow, 1747. 

This (ingenious writer began to try his own strength by pri- 
vate letters, -written in his early youth to Dr. Clarke, the 
metaphysical patriarch of his time ; on whom young philo- 
sophers seem to have considered themselves as possessing a 
claim, which he had too much goodness to reject. His corre- 
spondence with Hutcheson is lost ; but we may judge of its 
spirit by his answers to Butler, and* by one to Mr. Henry 
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Home,* afterwards Lord Karnes, then a young adventurer in 
the prevalent speculations. Nearly at the same period with 
Butler’s first puhlication,t the writings of Hutcheson began 
to show coincidences with him, indicative of the tendency of 
moral theory to a new form, to which an impulse had been 
given by Shaftesbury, and which was roused to activity by 
the adverse system of Clarke. Lord Molesworth, the friend 
of Shaftesbury, patronised Hutcheson, and even criticised his 
manuscrii)t. Though a Presbyterian, he was befri(?nded by 
King, archbishop of Dublin, himself a metaphysician ; and he 
was aided by Mr. Synge, afterwards a bishoi), to whom specu- 
lations somewhat similar to his own had occiiri'eJ. 

Butler and Hutcheson coincided in the two important 
positions, that disinterested alfoctions, and a distinct moi’al 
faculty, are essential i)arts of human nature. Hiitclii*.son is a 
chaste and simple writer, who imbibed the o])inions without 
the literary faults of his master, Shaftesbury. He has a clear- 
ness of expression, and fulness of illustrati(ui, which are 
wanting in Butler. But he is inferior to both those writers 
in the ap])earanco at least of originality, and to Butler espe- 
cially in that philosophical courage which, when it discovers 
the fountains of truth and falsehood, loaves others to follow 
the streams. He states as strongly as Butler, that “the sanuj 
cause which deterniinei^ us to pursue hapi)iness for ourselves 
determines us b^th to esteem and benevolence on their pro- 
per occasions — even the very frame of our nature.” J It is 
vain, as he justly observes, for the patrons of a relined scllish- 

* Woodliouselce’s Life, of Lord Karnes, vol. i. Appiaitl. No. « 

f Tlio first edition of Ibiller’.s Sermons was pnlhslied in 1726, in 
wliicli y(*ar also appeared the second edition of Hiiteliesoii’s Inquirn 
into Jjcauty ami Virtue. The Sermons had boini yirtiaelKid some yi'ars 
before, though there is no likelihood «th at the contents could have 
reached a young teacher at Dublin. The place of Hutcheson’s liii’th is 
not mentioned in any account known to me. Ireland may he truly said 
to be “ incur iosa suorumf" 

X Inquiry, p. 152. ** 
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ness to pretend that we pursue the happiness of others for 
the sake of the pleasure which we derive from it ; since it is 
apparent that there could be no such pleasure if there had 
been no previous affection. *‘Had we no affection distinct 
from self-love, nothing could raise a desire of the happiness of 
others but when viewed as a mean of our own.” * He seems 
to have been the first who entertained just notions of the for- 
mation of the secondary desires, which had been overlooked 
by llutler. “ There must arise, in consequence of our original 
dtjsires, serA>ndary desires of everything useful to gratify the 
primary desire. Thus, as soon as we apprehend the use of 
weal til or power to gratify our original desires, we also desire 
tlumi. hrom their universality as means arises the general 
prevalence of these desires of wealth and power.” f Proceed- 
ing farther in his zeal against the selfish system than Lord 
Shaftesbury, who seems ultimately to rest the reasonableness 
of benevolence on its subserviency to the happiness of the 
individual, he represents the moral faculty to be, as w(ill as 
self-love and benevolence, a calm general impulse, which may 
and does impel a good man to sacrifice not only happiness, 
but even lile itself, to virtue. 

As Mr. Locke had si)okon of an internal sensation, — Lord 
Shaftesbury once or twice of a reflex sense*, and once of a 
moral sense, — lIutclu;son, who had a i.l(*adier, if not a clearer 
vit‘W of the nature of conscience than Ihitler. calls it a Maral 
Sense. : a name which quickly became popular, and continues 
to be a part of idiilosophical language. By sense lu* under- 
stood i a capacity of receiving ideas, together with pleasures 
and pains, fix>m a class of objects. The term mnnd was used 
to dcserihi* the particular class in question. It implied only 
that conscience was a sepamte element in our nature, and that 
it was not a state or act of the understanding. According to 
liim it also implied that it was an original and implanted 
* Essay on the Passions, p. 17. i IMd p. 8. 
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rinciple ; but every other part of his theory might bo em- 
raced by those who hold it to be derivative. 

The object of moral approbation, according to him, is 
3neral benevolence ; and he carries this generous error so 
ir as to deny that prudence, as long as it regards ourselves, 
in be morally approved ; — an assertion contradicted by every 
lan’s feelings, and to which we owe the Dissertation on the 
lature of Virtue, which Butler annexed to his Analogy. By 
roving that all virtuous actions produce genend good, he 
incied tliat ho had proved the necessity of regarding the 
eneral good in every act of virtue ; — an instance of that 
Dnfusion of the theory of moral sentiments with the criterion 
f moral actions, against which the reader was waimed at the 
pening of this work, as fatal to Ethical Idiilosophy. He 
. chargeable, like Butler, with a vicious circle, in describ- 
ig virtuous acts as those which are approved by the moral 
mse, while he at the same time describes the moral sense 
3 the faculty which perceives ami feels the morality of actions. 

He was the father of s])cculativo philosophy in Scotland, 

3 least in modern times ; for though in the beginning of the 
xteentli century the Scotch arc said to have been known 
iroughout Europe by their unmeasured passion for dialec- 
cal subtilties,* and though this metaphysical taste was 

* Tlie cluiractvr given of the Scotch by the famous and unfortunate 
2 i*vetus, in his edition of J*toleiny (1533), is in many resp<;etH (uirious. 
Gallis ainicissimi, Anglorumque regi iiiaxime infestL Suhita ingenia, 

; in ultioneni ]»ronu, ferociacpie. In hello fortes, inedite, vigilia;, 
goris patientissimi, deconti forma sed ciiltu ncglige-ntiori ; iiividi 
atiira (d cieterorum mortiilium con tern j)t ores ; ostinitant jilus o:wiio 
ohilitateni stinm ct in sununa ctiavi egestatc suum gp.nus ad rrjgiam stir- 
ymrcfcnint, xec nox niALKCTJCifi AiiocTris s[iii BLANinUNTUit.” — 
ubita ingenia is an f?xpression equivalent to the “ Pneferviduni Scoto- 
im ingenium ” of Buchanan. Churchill almost agrees in words with 
arvetus : — 

Whose lineage springs 

From great and glorious tliougb forgotten kings, 
nd the strong antipathy of tlie late King George III. to what he called 
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nourished hy the controversies which followed the Eeforma- 
tion, yet it languished with every other intellectual taste and 
talent, from the liestoration, first silenced by civil disorders, 
and afterwards repressed by an exemplary but unlettered 
clergy, till the philosophy of Shaftesbury was brought by 
Hutcheson from Ireland. We are told by the writer of his 
Life (a fine luece of philosophical biography) that “he had a 
remarkable dogreo of rational enthusiasm for learning, liberty, 
rciligion, virtiu*, and human happiness ; * that he taught in 
public with persuasive eloquence that his instructive con- 
versation was at once lively and modest ; that he united pure 
nianniTS with a kind disposition. AVhat wonder that such 
a man should have si)read the love of knowledge and virtue 
around him, and should have rekindled in his adopted 
country a ndish for the sciences which he cultivated ! To 
him may also be ascribed that proneness to multiply ultimate 
and original i)rinci])l(3S in human nature, which characterised 
the Scottish School till the secoiid extinction of a passion for 
metaphysical siieculatioii in Scotland. A careful perusal of 
the writings of this now littl(3 studied j)hilosopher will satisfy 
the well-qualilied reader that J)r. Adam Smith’s ethical 
s])(;cnlatiuns are not so unsnggested as they are beautii’ul. 


r>oni near Tli(miasto\vii in In-laml, li'.SI— dieh at Oxf’nnl, 17^3. 

Tims great metajdiysician was so little a moralist, that it 
ream ires the attraetiun c if his name, to excuse its introduction 
here. His Theory of Y’niluu contains a gi'cat discovery in 
mental idiilosopluy. His immat'Tialism is chii'ily valuable as 
a touchstone of metaphysical sagacity ; showing those to be 

“ Scotch Mt‘ta]iliysics,” j>roves the pcriiiaiu*m*y of the last part of the 
national character. 

* Jiife hy I>r. Lcechnnin, prefixed to Hutcheson’s 
Philosophy, 1 7 
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altogether without it, who, like Johnson and Beattie, believed 
that his speculations were sceptical, that they implied any dis- 
trust in the senses, or that they had the smallest tendency to 
disturb reasoning or alter conduct. Ancient learning, exact 
science, polished society, modern literature, and the fine arts, 
contributed to adorn and enrich the mind of this accomplished 
man. All his contemporaries agreed with the satirist in 
ascribing 

To Berkeley every virtue under Heaven. 

Adverse factions and hostile wits concurred only in loving, 
admiring, and contributing to advance him. Tlie severe sense 
of Swift endured his visions ; the modest Addison endeavourcul 
to reconcile Clarke to his ambitious speculations. His 
character converted the satire of Pope into fervid praise. 
Even the discerning, fastidious, and turbulent Atterbury said, 
after an interview with liim, “So mucli understanding, so 
much knowledge, so much innocence, and such humility, I 
did not think had been the .portion of any but angels, till I 
saw this gentleman.’^ * “Lord Bathurst told mo that thci 
Members of the Scriblerus Club being met at his house at 
dinner, they agreed to rally Berkeley, who was also liis giutst, 
on his scheme at Bermudtis. Berkeley, having listened to 
the many lively things they had to say, begged to be heard 
in his turn, and display^ his plan with such an astonishing 
and animating tece of eloquence and enthusiasm, that they 
were struck dumb, and after some pause, rose all up together, 
with earnestness exclaiming, ‘Let us set out with him im- 
mediately.’ ”t It was when thus beloved and celebratecTthat 
he conceived, at the age of forty-five,’ the design of devoting 
his life to reclaim and convert the natives of North America ; 
and he employed as much influence and solicitation as common 
men do for their most prized objects, in obtaining leave to re- 
sign his dignities and revenues, to quit his accomplished and 
* Duacombe’s Lcitcra^ 106, 107. t Wartou on Po])€. 

K 
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aifectioiiate friends, and to bury himself in what must have 
seemed an intellectual desert. After four years* residence at 
Newport in . Rhode Island, he was compelled, by the refusal 
of Government to furnish him with funds for his college, to 
forego his work of heroic, or rather godlike benevolence ; 
though not without some consoling forethought of the fortune 
of the country whore he had sojourned. 

Westward the course of empire takes its way, 

Tlie first four acts already past, 

A fifth shall close the drama with the day. 

Time’s noblest offspbing is its last. 

Thus disappointed in his ambition of keeping a School for 
savage children, at a salary of a hundred pounds by the year, 
he was received, on his return, with open arms by the 
philosophical queen, at whose metaphysical parties he made 
one, with Sherlock, who, as well as Smalridge, was his sup- 
porter, and with Hoadley, who, following Clarke, was his 
antagonist. By her influence he was made bishop of Cloyne. 
It is one of his highest boasts, that though of English extrac- 
tion, he was a true Irishman, and the first eminent Protestant, 
after the unhappy contest at the Revolution, who avowed his 
love for all his countrymen. He asked, “Whether their 
habitations and furniture were not more sordid than those of 
the savage Americans P* * “ Whcfhtr a sclumie for the wel- 

fare of this nation should not take in the wWe inhabitants f *’ 
and, “ Whether it was a vain attempt to project the flourishing 
of our Protestant gentry, exclusive of the hulk of the natives 
He proceeds to promote the reformation suggested in this preg- 
nant question by a series of Queries, intimating, with the utmost 
skill and address, 'every reason that proves the necessity and 
the safety, and the wise^ mode of adopting his suggestion. 
He contributed, by a truly Christian address to the Roman 
Catholics of his diocese, to their perfect quiet during the re- 
* See his Querist, 358 ; published in 1735. t Ibid. 255> 
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bellion of 1745 ; and soon after published a letter to the clergy 
of that persuasion, beseeching them to inculcate industry among 
their flocks, for which he received their thanks. Ho tells them 
that it was a saying among the negro slaves, nofjro were 
not ne{jrOy Irishman would he negrol* It is difficult to read 
these proofs of benevolence and foresight without emotion, at 
the moment when,* after a lapse of near a century, his 
suggestions have been at length, at the close of a struggle of 
twenty-five years, adopted, by the admission of the wliolo Irish 
nation to the privileges of the British Constitution. The 
patriotism of Berkeley was not, like that of Swift, tainted by 
disappointeil ambition ; nor was it, like Swift’s, confined to a 
colony of English IVotcstants. Perhaps the Querist contains 
more hints, then original, still unai)plied in legislation and 
political economy, than are to be found in any equal space. 
From the writings of his advanced years, when he chose a 
medical traett to be the vehicle of his philosophical reflections, 
though it cannot be said that he relinquished his early opinions, 
it is at least apparent that his mind had received a new bent, 
and was habitually turned from reasoning towards contem- 
plation. llis immaterialism, indeed, modestly appears, but 
only to purify and elevate our thoughts, and to fix them on 
Mind, the paramount and primeval principle of all things. 
“Perhaps,” says he, “tfle truth about innate ideas may be, 
that there are prc^perly no ideas or passive objects in the mine! 
but what are derived from sense, but that there are also, be- 
sides these, her own acts and operations — such are notions j ” 
a statement which seems once more to admit general^con- 
ceptions, and which might have served, as well as the parallel 
passage of Leibnitz, as the basis of the modem philosophy of 
Germany. From these compositions of his old age, he appears 
then to have recurred with fondness to Plato and the later 
Platonists ; writers from whose mere reasonings an intellect 
* April 1829. + Siris, or RaJUatums on Tar Water, 
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80 acute could hardly hope for an argumentative satisfaction 
of all its difi&culties^ and 'whom he probably rather studied 
as a means of inuring his mind to objects beyond the 'visible 
diurnal sphere, and of attaching it, through frequent medi- 
tation, to that perfect and transcendent goodness, to 'which his 
moral feelings always pointed, and which they incessantly 
strove to grasp. His mind, enlarging as it rose, at length re- 
ceives every theist, however imperfect his belief, to a com- 
munion in its philosophic piety. “Truth,” he beautifully 
concludes, “ is the cry of all, but the game of a few. Certainly, 
where it is the chief passion, it does not give way to 'vulgar 
cares, nor is it contented with a little ardour in the early time 
of life ; active perhaps to pursue, but not so fit to weigh and 
revise. He that would make a real progress in knowledge, 
must dedicate his age as well as youth, the latter growth as 
well as first fruits, at the altar of Truth.” So did Berkeley, 
and such were almost his latest words. 

His general principles of Ethics may be shortly stated 
in his own words : — “As God is a being of infinite goodness, 
his end is the good of his creatures, llie general well-being 
of all men of all nations, of all ages of the world, is that 
which ho designs should be procured by the concurring 
actions of each individual” Having stated that this end can 
bo pursued only in one of two way's — eitlier by computing 
the consequences of each action, or by cbeying, the rules 
wliich generally tend to happiness — and having shown the 
first to be impossible, he rightly infers, “that the end to 
whiui God requires the concurrence of human actions ' must 
bo carried on by the observation of certain determinate and 
universal rules or moral precepts, which in their own nature 
have a necessary tendency to promote the well-being of man- 
kind, taking in all nations and ages, from the beginning to 
the end of the world.”* A romance, of which a journey to 
* Sentwn in Trinity College Chapel^ on^PcLSsive Obedience^ 1712. 
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an Utopia, in the centre of Africa, forms the chief part, called 
The Adventures of Sujnor Gawlentio di Lucca, has been com- 
monly ascribed to him ; probably on no other ground than its 
union of pleasing invention with benevolence and elegance.* 
Of the exquisite grace and beauty of his diction, no man 
accustomed to English composition can need to be informed. 
His works are, beyond dispute, the finest models of philoso- 
phical style since Cicero. Perhaps they surpass those of the 
orator, in the wonderful art by which the fullest light is 
thrown on the most minute and evanescent parts of the most 
subtile of human conceptions. Perhaps he also surpassed 
Cicero in the charm of simplicity, a quality eminently found 
in Irish writers before the end of the eighteenth century ; 
conspicuous in the masculine severity of Swift, in the Pla- 
tonic fancy of Berkeley, in the native tenderness and ele- 
gance of Goldsmith, and not withholding its attractions from 
Hutcheson and Iceland, writers of classical taste, though of 
inferior j)ower. The two Irish philosophers of the eighteenth 
century may be said to have co-operated in calling forth the 
metaphysical genius of Scotland ; for, -though Hutcheson 
spread the taste, and furnished the i)rinciples, yet Berkeley 
undoubtedly produced the scepticism of Hume, which stimu 
lated the instinctive school to activity, and was thought in- 
capable of confutation. Otherwise than by their doctrines. 

• 

DAVID HUME. 

Born at Edinburgh, 1711 — died there, 1776. ^ 

The life of Mr. Hume, written by himself, is remarkable 
above most, if not all, writings of that soTrt, for hitting the 
degree of interest between coldness and egotism which be- 
comes a modest man in speaking of his private history. Few 
writers, whose opinions were so obnoxious, have more per- 
* GenilemiiCs Magazitu, January 1777. 
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fectly escaped every personal imputation. Very few men of 
so calm a character have been so warmly beloved. That he 
approached to the character of a perfectly good and wise 
man, is an affectionate exaggeration, for which his friend 
Dr. Smith, in the first moments of his sorrow, may well be 
excused.* But such a praise can never be earned without 
passing through either of the extremes of fortune ; without 
standing the test of temptations, dangers, and sacrifices. It 
may be said with truth that the private character of Mr. 
Hume exhibited all the virtues which a man of reputable 
station, under a mild government in the quiet times of a 
civilised country, has often the opportunity to practise. He 
showed no want of the qualities which fit men for more 
severe trials. Though others had warmer affections, no man 
was a kinder relation, a more unwearied friend, or more free 
from meanness and malice. His character was so simple, 
that he did not even affect modesty ; but neither his friend- 
ships nor his deportment were changed by a fame which 
lillod all Europe. His good nature, his plain manners, and 
his active kindness, procured him at Paris the enviable name 
of the good David, from a society not so alive to goodness, 
as without reason to place it at the head of the qualities of 
a celebrated man.t His whole character is faithfully and 
touchingly represented in the story of La Koche, J where 
Mr. Mackenzie, without concealing Mr. Jlume’s opinions, 
brings him into contact with scenes of tender piety, and yet, 
preserves the interest inspired by genuine and unalloyed, 
though moderated, feelings and affections. The amiable and 
venerable patriarch of Scottish Literature was averse from the 
opinions of the philosopher on whom he has composed this 
best panegyric. He tells, us that he read the manuscript to 

* Dr. Smith’s Letter to Mr. Stralian, annexed^to the Life of Ilume. 
t See Notes mid Illustrations, Note P. 

, J Mirror, Nos. 42, 43, 44. 
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Dr. Smith, ** who declared he did not find a syllable to object 
to, but added, with his characteristic absence of mind, that 
he was surprised he had never heard of the anecdote before.”* 
So lively was the delineation thus sanctioned by the most 
natural of all testimonies. Mr. Mackenzie indulges his own 
rehgious feelings by modestly intimating, that Dr. Smith’s 
answer seemed to justify the last words of the tale, “ that 
there were moments when the philosopher recalled to his 
mind the venerable figure of the good La Eoche, and wished 
that ho had never doubted.” To those who are strangers to 
the seductions of j)aradox, to the intoxication of fame, and to 
the bewitchment of prohibited opinions, it must bo unaccount- 
able, that he who revered benevolence should, without ap- 
parent regret, cease to see it on the Tlirone of the Univ(»TSC. 
It is a inatt(3r of wonder that his habitual esteem for every 
fragment and shadow of moral excellence should not lead him 
to envy those who contemplated its perfection in that living 
and paternal character which gives it a power over the human 
heart. 

On the other hand, if we liad no experience of the power 
of opposite opinions in producing irreconcilable animosities, 
we might have hoped that those who retain(‘,d such high i)ri- 
vileges would have looked with more compassion than dislike 
on a virtuous man who had lost them. In such cases it is too 
little remembereiJ that repugnance to hyj>ocrisy, and impa- 
tience of long concealment, are the qualities of tlie best formed 
minds ; and that, if the publication of some doctrines i)rove8 
often painful and mischievous, the habitual suj)pressiun of 
opinion is injurious to reason, and very dangerous to sin- 
cerity. Practical questions thus arise, so » difficult and per- 
plexing, that their determination generally depends on the 
boldness or timidity of the individual, — on his tenderness 
for the feelings of the good, or his greater reverence for the 
* Mackenzitj’s lA/e of John HomCf p. 21. 
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free exercise of reason. The time is not yet come when the 
noble maxim of Plato, that every soul is unwillingly deprived 
of truth,” will be practically and heartily applied by men to 
the honest opponents who differ from them most widely. 

In his twenty-seventh year he published, at London, the 
Treatise of Human Nature, the first systematic attack on all 
the principles of knowledge and belief, and the most formi- 
dable, if universal scepticism could ever be more than a mere 
exercise of ingenuity.* This memorable work was reviewed 
in a Journal of that time,t in a criticism not distinguished by 
ability, which affects to represent the style of a very clear 
writer as unintelligible — sometimes from a purpose to insult, 
but oftener from sheer dulness ; which is unaccountably 
silent respecting the consequences of a sceptical system ; — 
and which concludes with a prophecy so much at variance 
with the general tone of the article, that it would seem to be 
added by a different hand. ‘‘ It bears incontestable marks of 
a great capacity, of a soaring genius, but young, and not yet 
thoroughly practised. Time and use may ripen these qualities 
in the author, and we shall jirobably have reason to consider 
this, compared with his later productions, in the same light 
as we view the juvenDe works of MUton, or the first manner 
of liaphacl.” . 

* The great speculator did not, in this work, amuse himself, 

* Sextus, a pliysieiau of the empirical, i.c, an t^ theoretical school, 
who lived at Alexandria in the reign of Antoninus Pius, has preserved 
the reasonings of the ancient Sceptics ns they were to he found in their 
most improved state, in the writings of JSnesidemus, a Cretan, who was 
a PrcMissor in the same city, soon after tlie reduction of Egypt into a 
Koman province. The greater part of the grounds of doulit are very 
shallow and popular- Tliere are, among them, intimations of the 
argument against a necessary connection of causes with effects, after- 
wards better presented by Glauville in his Scepsis Sdentifica. See 
Notes and Illustrations, Note Q. 

t History of the Works of the Learned, November and December 
1739, pp. 353-404. This Review is attributed by some (Chalmers, Bio- 
graphical Dictionary) to Warburton, but certainly without foundation. 
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like Bayle, with dialectical exorcises, which only inspire a 
disposition towards doubt, by showing in detail the un- 
certainty of most opinions. He aimed at proving, not that 
nothing was known, but that nothing could be known ; — 
from the structure of the understanding to demonstrate that 
we are doomed for ever to dwell in absolute and universal 
ignorance. It is true that such a system of universal scepticism 
never can be more than an intellectual amusement, an exercise 
of subtilty ; of which the only use is to check dogmatism, but 
which perhaps ofterier provokes and produces that much more 
common evil. As those dictates of experience which regulate 
conduct must be the objects of belief, all objections which attack 
them in common with the principles of reasoning must bo 
utterly ineffectuaL Wliatever attacks every principle of belief 
can destroy none. As long as the foundations of knowledge are 
allowed to remain in the same level (be it called of certainty 
or uncertainty) with the maxims of lif(^, the whole system of 
human conviction must continue undisturbed. When the 
sceptic boasts of having involved the results of experience 
and the elements of geometry in the same ruin with the doc- 
trines of religion and the principles of philosophy, he may be 
answered, That no dogmatist ever claimed more than the same 
degree of certainty for these various conyictions and opinions ; 
and that his scepticism, •therefore, loaves them in the relative 
condition in whieh it found them. No man knew better, or 
owned more frankly, than Mr. Hume, that to this answer 
there is no serious reply. Universal scepticism involves a 
contradiction in terms. It is a belief that there can ''e no 
belief. It is an attempt of the mind to act without its 
structure, and by other laws than those t6 which its nature 
has subjected its operations. To roason without assenting to 
the principles on which reasoning is founded, is not unlike 
an effort to feel without nerves, or to move without muscles. 
No man can he allowed to he an op^nment in ' reasoning ^ who 
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does not set out with admitting all the principles, withovi the 
admission of which it is impossible to reason* It is indeed 
a puerile, nay, in the eye of wisdom, a childish play, to 
attempt either to establish or to confute principles by 
argument, which every step of that argument must presuppose. 
The only difference between the two cases is, that he who 
tries to prove them can do so only by first taking them for 
granted ; and that he who attempts to impugn them, falls at 
the very first step into a contradiction, from which he never 
can rise. 

It must, however, be allowed, that universal scepticism 
has practical consequences of a very mischievous nature. 
This is because its universality is not steadily kept in view, 
and constantly borne in mind. If it were, the above short 
and plain remark would be an effectual antidote to the poison. 
But in practice it is an armoury from which weapons are 
taken to be employed against some opinions, while it is hidden 
from notice that the same weapon would equally cut down 
every other conviction. It is thus that Mr. Hume's theory of 
causation is used as an answer to arguments for the existence of 
the Deity, without warning the reader that it would equally lead 
him not to expect that the sun will rise to-morrow. It must 
also be added, that thpse who are early accustomed to dispute 
first principles are never likely to acqifire, in a sufficient degree, 
that earnestness and that sincerity, that strong love of truth, 
and that conscientious solicitude for the formation of just 

* Tliis muxiin, which contains a sufficient answer to all universal 
Bceptik'lsin, or, m other words, to all scepticism properly so called, is 
significantly conveyed in the quaint title of an old and rare book, 
entitled, Sclvi^ s^ivc S<^,pticcs ct sceitUconcmaJureDisputationis Exclusio, 
by Thomas White, the metaphysician of the English Catholics in modem 
times. — “Fortunately,” says the illustrious sceptic himself, since 
Bcason is incapable of dis})clUng ihc9C clxmds^ Nature herself suffices for 
that purpose, and cures me of this philosophical delirium'* {Treatise of 
Human Nature, i. 467) ; almost in the sublime and immortal words of 
Pascal : La raison confond les Dogmaiistes, el la Nature les Sceptiques, 
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opinions, which are not the least virtues of men, but of which 
the cultivation is the more especial duty of all who call them- 
selves philosophers.* 

It is not an uninteresting fact, that Mr. Hume having 
been introduced by Lord Karnes (then Mr. Henry Home) to 
Dr. Butler, sent a copy of his Treatise to that philosopher at 
the moment of his preferment to the bishopric of Durham ; 
and that the perusal of it did not deter the philosophic 
prelate from “ everywhere recommending Mr. Hume^s Moral 
and Political Essays,* \ published two years afterwards ; — 
Essays which it would indeed have been unworthy of such a 
man not to have liberally commended, for they, and those 
which followed them, whatever may be thought of the con- 
tents of some of them, must be ever regarded as the best 
models in any language, of the short but full, of the clear and 
agreeable, though deep discussion of difficult questions. 

Mr. Hume considered his Inquiry concAtrning the Princiqdes 
of Morals as the best of his writings. It is very creditable 
to his character that he should have looked back with 
most complacency on a Tract the least distinguished by 
originality, and the least tainted with paradox, among his 
philosophical works ; but deserving of all commendation for 
the elegant perspicuity of the 8tyle,^and the novelty of 
illustration and inference with which he unfolded to general 
readers a doctrine too simple, too certain, and too important, 
to remain till his time undiscovered among philosophers. 
His diction has, indeed, neither the grace of Berkeley nor the 
strength of Hobbes ; but it is without the verbosity o& the 
former, or the rugged sternness of the latter. His manner is 

* It would be an act of injustice to those readers who are not ac- 
quainted with that valuable volume entiled, Essays on the Fimnatim 
of Opinionsy not to refer them to it as enforcing that neglected pfirt of 
morality. To it may be added a masterly article in the tVeslininster 
EevieWy occasioned by the Essays, 

t Life*of Karnes, L 86, 104. 
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more lively, more easy, more ingratiating, and, if the word 
may be so applied, more amusing than that of any other 
metaphysical writer * He knew himself too well to be, as 
Dr. Johnson asserted, an imitator of Voltaire ; who, as it were, 
embodied in his own person all the wit and quickness and 
versatile ingenuity of a people which surpasses other nations 
in these brilliant qualities. ‘ If he must be supposed to have 
had an eye on any French writer, it would be a more 
plausible guess that he sometimes copied, with a temperate 
hand, the unexpected thoughts and familiar expressions of 
Fontenelle. Though he carefully weeded his writings in their 
successive editions, yet they still contain Scotticisms and 
Gallicisms enough to employ the successors of such critics as 
those who exulted over the Patavinity of the Eoman historian. 
His own great and modest mind would have been satisfied 
with the praise which cannot be withheld from him, that 
there is no writer in our language, who, through long works, 
is more agreeable ; and it is no derogation from him, that, 
as a Scotsman, he did not reach those native and secret 
beauties, characteristical of a language, which are never 
attained in elaborate composition, but by a very small number 
of those who familiarly converse in it from infancy. 

The Inquiry affords perhaps the best specimen of his style. 
In substance, its chief merit is the proof, from an abundant 
enumeration of particulars, that all the qurlities and actions 
of the mind which are generally approved by mankind agree 
in the circumstance of being useful to society. In the proof 
(scarcely necessary) that benevolent affections and actions have 

* These comnKmdations are so far from being at variance with the 
remarks of the late most ingenious Dr. Thomas Brown, on Mr. Hume’s 
“mode of writing ” {Inquiry into the Belation of Cause and Effect, 3d 
ed. 327), that they may rather be regarded as descriptive of those ex- 
cellences of which the excess produced the faults of Mr. Hume as a 
mere searcher and teacher j justly, though perhaps severely, animad- 
verted on by Dr. Brown. 
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that tendency, he asserts the real existence of these affections 
with unusual warmth ; and he well abridges some of the most 
forcible arguments of Butler/ whom it is remarkable that he 
does not mention. To show the importance of his principle, 
he very unnecessarily distinguishes the comprehensive duty 
of justice, firom other parts of morality, as an artificial virtue, 
for which our respect is solely derived from notions of 
utility. If all things were in such plenty that there could 
never be a want, or if men were so benevolent as to provide 
for the wants of others as much as for their own, there would, 
says he, in neither case be any justice, because there would 
be no need for it. But it is evident that the same reasoning 
is applicable to every good affection and right action. None 
of them could exist if there were no scope for their exercise. 
If there were no suffering, there could be no pity and no 
relief If there were no offences, there could be no placability. 
If there were no crimes, there could be no mercy. Tem- 
perance, prudence, i)atienco, magnanimity, are qualities of 
which the value depends on the evils by which they are 
respectively exercised.t 

* Inquiry j sect. ii. part i., csiKscially the concluding paragraphs ; 
those which precede being more his own. 

+ “Si nobis, cum ex liac vita migraverimus, in beatorum iusulis, 
ut fabula; ferunt, immortalc aevum degcre licftrct, quid ojms cssct elo- 
quentifi, cum judicia nulla licrent ? aut ipsis ctiam virtutibus ?. Ncc 
enim fortitudine int^gereinus, nullo proposito aut labore aut periculo ; 
nec justitid, cum asset nihil quod appeterclur alicni ; nec temperantifi, 
qure regcret eas quaj null® essent libidines : nc jirudeutiil quidem 
egeremus, nullo i>roj)osito delectu bonorum ct malorum. .Una igitur 
essemus beati cognitione rerum ct scienti&.” (Cicero, Fraym. apjsJIvo. 
Augustin, Trinit. iv. 2.) Cicero is more extensive, and therefore more 
consistent, than Hume ; but his enumeration eny both by excess and 
defect. He supposes knowledge to render beings hai>py in this imagi- 
nary state, without stooping to inquire haw. He omits a virtue which 
might well exist in it, tliough we cannot conceive its formation in such 
a state — the delight in each other's well-being ; and he omits a concciv 
able though'unknown vice, that of unmixed ill-will, which would render 
such a state a hell to the wretch who harboured the malevolence. 
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On purity of manners, it must be owned that Mr. Hume, 
though he controverts no rule, yet treats vice with too much 
indulgence. It was his general disposition to distrust virtues 
which are liable to exaggeration, and may be easily counter- 
feited, The ascetic pursuit of purity, and hypocritical pre- 
tences to patriotism, had too much withdrawn the respect of 
his equally calm and sincere nature from these excellent vir- 
tues ; more especially as severity in both these respects was 
often at apparent variance with affection, which can neither 
be long assumed nor ever overvalued. Yet it was singular 
that he who, in his Essay on Polygamy and Divorce,^ had so 
well shown the connection of domestic ties with the outward 
order of society, should not have perceived their deeper and 
closer relation to all the social feelings of human nature. It 
cannot be enough regretted, that, in an Inquiry written with 
a very moral purpose, his habit of making Truth attractive 
by throwing over her the dress of paradox, should have given 
him for a moment the appearance of weighing the mere 
amusements of society and conversation against domestic 
fidelity, which is the preserver of domestic affection, the 
source of parental fondness and filial regard, and, indirectly, 
of all the kindness which exists between human beings. 
That families are schools where the infant heart learns to 
love, and that pure manners are the cement which alone 
holds these schools togetlier, are truths so /certain, that it is 
wonderful he should not have betrayed a stronger sense of 
their importance. Ho one could so well have proved that all 
the jfirtues of that class, in their various orders and degrees, 
minister to the benevolent affections ; and that every act 
which separates the senses from the affections tends, in some 
degree, to deprive kindness of its natural auxiliary, and to 
lessen its prevalence in the world. It did not require his 
sagacity to discover that the gentlest and tenderest feelings 
* Essays and Trsatises, voL L 
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flourish only under the stem guardianship of these severe 
virtues. Perhaps his philosophy was loosened, though his 
life was untainted, by that universal and undistinguishing 
profligacy which prevailed on the Continent from the regency 
of the Duke of Orleans to the French revolution ; the most 
dissolute period of European history, at least since the 
Roman Emperors.* At Rome, indeed, the connection of licen- 
tiousness with cruelty, which though scarcely traceable in in- 
dividuals, is generally very observable in large masses, bore 
a fearful testimony to the value of austere purity. The 
alliance of these remote vices seemed to bo broken in the 
time of Mr. .Hume. Pleasure, in a more improved state of 
society, seemed to return to her more natural union with 
kindness and tenderness, as well as with refinement and 
politeness. Had he lived fourteen years longer, however, he 
would have seen that the virtues which guard the natural 
seminaries of the affections are their only true and lasting 
friends. The demand of all well-infonncd men for the im- 
provement of civil institutions — the demand of classes of 
men growing in intelligence, to bo delivered from a degrad- 
ing inferiority, and admitted to a share of political power pro- 
portioned to their now importance, being feebly yet violently 
resisted by those ruling Castes who neither knew how to 
yield nor how to withstond — being also attended by very 
erroneous princip^ps of legislation, having suddenly broken 
down the barriers (imperfect as these were) of law and govern- 
ment, led to popular excesses, desolating wars, and a mili- 
tary dictatorship, which for a long time threatened to defeat 
the reformation, and to disappoint the hopes of mankind. 
This tremendous convulsion threw a fearful 4ight on the fero- 
city which lies hid under the arts aiyi pleasures of corrupted 
nations ; as earthquakes and volcanoes disclose the layers 
which compose the deeper parts of our planet beneath a fer- 
* See Notes*and Illustrations, Note R. 
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tile and flowery surface. A part of this dreadful result may 
be ascribed, not improbably, to that relaxation of domestic 
ties, unhappily natural to the populace of vast capitals, and 
at that time countenanced and aggravated by the example of 
their superiors. Another part doubtless arose from the bar- 
barising power of absolute government, or, in other words, of 
injustice in high places. A very large portion attests, as 
strongly as Roman history, though in a somewhat different 
manner, the humanising efficacy of the family virtues, by the 
consequences of the want of them in the higher classes, whose 
profuse and ostentatious sensuality inspired the laborious and 
suffering portion of mankind with contempt, disgust, envy, 
and hatred. 

The Inquiry is disfigured by another speck of more frivo- 
lous paradox. It consists in the attempt to give the name of 
virtue to qualities of the understanding ; and it would not have 
deserved the single remark about to be made on it, had it 
been the paradox of an inferior man. Ho has altogether 
omitted the circumstance on which depends the difference of 
our sentiments regarding moral and intellectual qualities. 
We admire intellectual excellence, but we bestow no moral 
approbation on it. Such approbation has no tendency directly 
to increase it, because it is not voluntary. We cultivate 
our natural disposition to esteem and love benevolence and 
justice, because these moral sentiments, and the expression of 
them, directly and materially dispose others, as well as our- 
selves, to cultivate these two virtues. We cultivate a natural 
anger against oppression, which guards ourselves against the 
practice of that vice, and because the manifestation of it 
deters others from its exercise. Tlie first rude resentment of 
a child is against every instrument of hurt. We confine it to 
intentional hurt, when we are taught by experience that it 
prevents only that species of hurt; and at last it is still 
further limited to wrong done to ouraelves or others, and in 
that case becomes a purely moral sentiment. We morally 



HUME. 


145 


approve industry, desire of knowledge, love of truth, and all 
the habits by which the understanding is strengthened and 
rectified, because their formation is subject to the will.* 
But we do not feel a moral anger against folly or ignorance, 
because they are involuntary. No one but the religious per- 
secutor, a mischievous and overgrown child, wreaks his ven- 
geance on involuntary, inevitable, compulsory acts or states 
of the imderstanding, which are no mpre affected by blame 
than the stone which the foolish child beats for hurting him. 
Eeasonable men apply to every thing which they wish to 
move the agent which is capable of moving it ; — ^force to out- 
ward substances, arguments to the understanding, and blame, 
together with all other motives, whether moral or personal, to 
the will alone. It is as absurd to entertain an abhorrence of 
intellectual inferiority or error, however extensive or mis- 
chievous, as it would be to cherish a warm indignation against 
earthquakes or hurricanes. It is singular that a philosoi)her 
who needed the most liberal toleration should, by represent- 
ing states of the understanding as moral or immoral, have, 
offered the most philosophical apology for persecution. 

That general utility constitut(*s a uniform ground of moral 
distinctions, is a part of Mr. Hume’s ethical theory which 
never can be impugned, until some example can be produced 
of a virtue generally pernicious, or of a vice generally bene- 
ficial. The religijus philosopher who, with Butler, holds that 
benevolence must be the actuating principle of the Divine 
mind, will, with Berkeley, maintain that pure benevolence can 
prescribe no rules of human conduct but such as are benegeial 
to men ; thus bestowing on the theory of Moral Distmctions 
the certainty of demonstration in the eyes oi all who believe 
in God. 

The other question of moral philosophy which relates to 

* “ In htw- qujpstione primas tenet Voluntas, gita, lit ait Augustinus, 
jpeecahir^ et rcctc vivitur,*" ^ {Hyperaspistes^ Dialrihe adversus Servum 
ArhUrium Martini Lutheri, per Desidcrium Erasmuin Rotterdamensem.) 

L 
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the theory of Moral Approbation^ has been by no means so 
distinctly and satisfactorily handled by Mr. Hume. His 
general doctrine is, that an interest in the well-being of others, 
implanted by nature, which he calls Sympathy in his Treatise 
of Human Nature, and much less happily Benevolence in his 
subsequent Inquiry* prompts us to • be pleased with all 
generally beneficial actions. In this respect his doctrine 
nearly resembles that of Hutcheson. He does not trace his 
principle through the variety of forms which our moral senti- 
ments assume. There are very important parts of them, of 
which it affords no solution. For example, though he truly 
represents our approbation, in others, of qualities useful to 
the individual, as a proof of benevolence, he makes no attempt 
to explain our moral approbation of such virtues as tem- 
perance and fortitude in ourselves. He entirely overlooks 
that consciousness of the righifiXl s^uprcmacy of the moral 
faculty over every other principle of human action, without 
an explanation of which ethical theory is wanting in one if 
its vital organs. 

Notwithstanding these considerable defects, his proof 
from induction of the beneficial tendency of virtue, his con- 
clusive arguments for human disinterestedness, and his 
decisive observations on the respective provinces of reason 
and sentiment in morals, concur in ranking the Inquiry with 
the ethical treatises of the highest merit in our language, — 
with Shaftesbury’s Inquiry concermmj Virtue, Butler’s Ser~ 
mons, and Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments. 

ADAM SMITH. 

Born 1723~died 1790. 

The great name of Adam Smith rests upon the Inquiry into 
the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations ; perhaps 
* Essays and Treatises, vol. ii 
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the only book which produced an immediate, general, and 
irrevocable change in some of the most important parts of the 
legislation of all civilised States. The works of Grotius, of 
Locke, and of Montesquieu, which bear a resemblance to it 
in character, and had no inconsiderable analogy to it in the 
extent of their popular influence, were productive only of a 
general amendment, not so conspicuous in particular instances, 
as discoverable, after a time, in the improved condition of 
human affaii's.* Tlie work of Smith, as it touched those 
luatters which may be numbered, and measured, and weighed, 
bore more visible and palpable fruit. In a few years it began 
to alter laws and treaties, and has made its way, throughout 
the convulsions of revolution and conquest, to a due ascend- 
ant over the minds of men, with far less than the average 
obstructions of prejudice and clamour, which choke the 
channels through which truth flows into practice. The most 
eminent of those who have since cultivated and improved the 
science will be the foremost to address their immortal master : 

Teiii'hris tiiiitis tarn- claruvi e-xtolhre Ininen 

Qui j^riuius putuisti, illustiians oommoda vit^. 

Tt! seijuor ! (Lucrct. lib. iii.) 

In a science more difficult, because both ascending to more 
simple general principles, and running down through more 
minute applications, thoifgh the success of Smith has been less 
complete, his genius is not less conspicuous. Perhaps there 
is no ethical ■work since Cicero’s Offices, of which an abridg- 
ment enables the reader so inadequately to estimate the merit, 
as the Theory of Moral Sentiments, This is not chiefly o'\«ing 
to the beauty of diction, as in the case of Cicero ; but to the 
variety of explanations of life and manner^ which embellish 
the book often more than they illujninate the theory. Yet, 
on the other hand, it must be owned that, for purely philoso- 
phical purposes, few books more need abridgment ; for the 
* Notes Xnd Illustrations, Note S. 
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most careful reader frequently loses sight of principles buried 
under illustrations. The naturally copious and flowing style 
of the author is generally redundant, and the repetition of 
certain formularies of the system is, in the later editions, so 
frequent as to he wearisome, and sometimes ludicrous. Per- 
haps Smith and Hobbes may be considered as forming the 
two extremes of good style in our philosophy ; the first of 
graceful fulness falling into flaccidity; while the masterly 
concision of the second is oftener tainted by dictatorial 
dryness. Hume and Berkeley, though they are nearer the 
extreme of abundance,* are probably the least distant from 
perfection. 

That mankind are so constituted as to sympathise with 
each other’s feelings, and to fed pleasure in the accordance of 
these feelings, are the only facts required by Dr. Smith, and 
they certainly must be granted to him. To adopt the feelings 
of another, is to approve them. When the sentiments of 
another are such as would be excited in us by the same 
objects, we approve them as morally proper. To obtain this 
accord, it becomes necessary for him who enjoys or suflers to 
lower his expression of feeling to the point to which the by- 
stander can raise his fellow-feelings; on which are founded 
all the high virtues of self-denial and self-command ; and it 
is equally necessary for the bystander to raise his sympathy 
as near as he can to the level of the origi^jal feeling. In all 
unsocial passions, such as anger, we have a divided sympathy 
between him who feels them and those who are the objects 
of them. Hence the propriety of extremely moderating them. 
Pure malice is always to be concealed or disguised, because 
all sympafhy is arrayed against it. In the private passions, 
where there is only a simple sympathy — that with the original 

* This remark is chiefly applicable to Hume’s Essays. His Treatise 
of Human Nature is more Hobbian in its general tenor, though it has 
Ciceronian passages. 
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passion — the expression has more liberty. The benevolent 
affections, where there is a double sympathy — ^with those who 
feel them, and those who are their objects — are the most 
agreeable, and may be indulged with the least apprehension 
of finding no echo in other breasts. Sympathy with the 
gratitude of those who are benefited by good actions prompts 
us to consider them as deserving of reward, and forms the 
sense of merit ; as fellow-feeling with the resentment of those 
who are injured by crimes leads us to look on them as worthy 
of punishment, and constitutes the seme of demerit. These 
sentiments require not only beneficial actions, but benevolent 
motives for them \ being compounded, in the case of merit, 
of a direct sympathy with the good disposition of the bene- 
factor, and an indirect sympathy witli the persons benefited ; 
in the opposite case, with precisely opposite sympathies. He 
who does an act of wrong to another to gratify his own 
pjissions must not expect that the spectators, who have none 
of his undue partiality to his own interest, will enter into his 
feelings. In such a case he knows that they will pity the 
person wronged, and be full of indignation against him. 
When he is cooled, he adopts the sentiments of others on 
his own crime, feels shame at the impropriety of his former 
passion, pity for those who have suffered by him, and a dread 
of punishment from general and just resentment. Such 
are the constitueat parts of remorse. 

Our moral sentiments respecting ourselves arise from those 
which others feel concerning us. We feel a self-approbation 
whenever we believe that the general feeling of mankind 
coincides with that state of mind in which we ourselves were 
at a given time. “We suppose ourselves* the spectators of 
our own behaviour, and endoavoui^to imagine what effect it 
would in this light produce in us.” We must view our own 
conduct with the eyes of others before we can judge it. The 
sense of duty arises frSm putting ourselves in the place of 
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others, and adopting their sentiments respecting our own con- 
duct. In utter solitude there could have been no self-approba- 
tion. The rules of morality are a summary of those senti- 
ments ; and often beneficially stand in their stead when the 
self-delusions of passion would otherwise hide from us the 
nonconfonnity of our state of mind with that which, in the 
circumstances, can he entered into and approved by impartial 
bystanders. It is hence that we learn to raise our mind 
above local or temporary clamour, and to fix our eyes on the 
surest indications of the general and lasting sentiments of 
human nature. “When we approve of any character or 
action, our sentiments are derived from four sources : firsts 
we sympathise with the motives of the agent ; secondly, we 
enter into the gratitude of those who have been benefited by 
his actions ; thirdly, we observe that his conduct has been 
agreeable to the general rules by which those two sympathies 
generally act ; and, last of all, when we consider such actions 
as forming part of a system of behaviour which tends to pro- 
mote the happiness either of the individual or of society, they 
appear to derive a beauty from this utility, not unlike that 
which we ascribe to any well-contrived machine.” * 

Remarks . — That Smith is the first who has drawn the 
attention of philosophers to one of i^o most curious and im- 
portant pai’ts of human nature — who has Ipoked closely and 
steadily into the workings of Sympathy, its sudden action 
and reaction, its instantaneous conflicts and its emotions, its 
iniHuto, play and varied illusions — is sufficient to place him 
high among the cultivators of mental philosophy. 

He is very Original in applications and explanations ; 
though, for his principle,^ he is somewhat indebted to Butler, 
more to Hutcheson, and most of all to Hume. These writers, 
except Hume in his original work, had derived sympathy, or 

* Theory of Moral Sentiments, ii. 804. Edinb. 1801. 
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great part of it, from benevolence.* Smith, with deeper in- 
sight, inverted the order. The great part performed by 
various sympathies in moral approbation was first unfolded by 
him ; and besides its intrinsic importance, it strengthened the 
proofs against those theories which ascribe that groat function 
to Reason. Another gi’eat merit of the theory of sympathy 
is, that it brings into the strongest light that most important 
characteristic of the moral sentiments which consists in their 
being the only principles leading to action, and dependent on 
emotion or sensibility, with respect to the objects of which it 
is not only possible but natural for all mankind to agrce.t 

The main defects of this theory seem to be the follow- 
ing 

1. Tliough it is not to be condemned for declining inquiry 
into the origin of our fellow-feeling, which, being one of the 
most certain of all facts, might well be assumed as ultimate 
in speculations of this nature, it is evident that the circum- 
stances to which some speculators ascribe the formation of 
sympathy at least contribute to strengthen or impair, to con- 
tract or expand it. It will appear, more conveniently, in the 
next article, that the theory of sympathy has suffered from the 
omission of these circumstances. For the present, it is 
enough to observe how much our compassion for various sorts 
of animals, and our fellow-feeling with various races of men, 
are proportioned* to the resemblance which they bear to our- 
selves, to the frequency of our intercourse witli them, and to 
other causes which, in the opinion of some, afford evidence 
that sympathy itself is dependent on a more general lav^ 

* There is some confusion regarding this jjpint in Butler’s first 
sermon on Compassion. 

+ The feelings of beauty, grandeur,# and whatever else is compre 
bended under the name of Taste, form no exception, for they do not lead 
to action^ but teniiinate in delightful contemplation ; which constitutes 
the essential distinction l^ctween them and the moral sentiments, to 
which, in some points of view, they may doubtless be likened. 
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2. Had Smith extended his view beyond the mere play of 
sympathy itself, and taken into account all its preliminaries, 
and accompaniments, and consequences, it seems improbable 
that he should have fallen into the great error of representing 
the sympathies in their primitive state, without undergoing 
any transformation, as continuing exclusively to constitute 
the moral sentiments. He is not content with teaching that 
they are the roots out of which these sentiments grow, the 
stocks on which they are grafted, the elements of which they 
are compounded ; — doctrines to which nothing could be ob- 
jected but their unlimited extent. He tacitly assumes, that 
if a sympatliy in the beginning caused or formed a moral 
approbation, so it must ever continue to do. He proceeds 
like a geologist who should tell us that the layers of this 
planet had always been in the same state, shutting his 
eyes to transition states and secondary formations ; or like 
a chemist who should inform us that no compound substance 
can possess new qualities entirely different from those which 
belong to its materials. His acquiescence in this old and 
still general error is the more remarkable, because Mr. Hume’s 
beautiful Disaertation on the Passions* had just before opened 
a striking view of some of the compositions and decompositions 
which render the mind of a formed man as different from its 
original state, as tlie organisation of a complete animal is from 
the condition of the first dim speck of vita’lity. It is from 
this oversight (ill supplied by moral rules, a loose stone in his 
building) that he has exposed himself to objections founded 
on experience, to which it is impossible to attempt any answer. 
For it is certain that in many, nay in most cases of moral 
approbation, the adult man approves the action or disposition 
merely as rights and with a distinct consciousness that no 
process of sympathy intervenes between the approval and 
Its object. It is certain that an unbiassed person would call 
* Essays and Treatises^ vol. iL 
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it moral approbation^ only as far as it excluded the inter- 
position of any reflection between the conscience and the 
mental state approved. Upon the supposition of an unchanged 
state of our active principles, it would follow that sympathy 
never had any share in the greater part of them. Had he 
admitted the sympathies to he only elements entering into 
the formation of Conscience^ their disappearance, or their ap- 
pearance only as auxiliaries, after the mind is mature, would 
have been no more an objection to his system than the con- 
version of a substance from a transitional to a permanent 
state is a perplexity to the geologist. It would perfectly re- 
semble the destruction of qualities, which is the ordinary 
effect of chemical composition. 

3. The same error has involved him in another difficulty 
perhaps still more fatal. The symi)athies have nothing more 
of an imperative character than any other emotions. They 
attract or repel like other feelings, according to their intensity. 
If, then, the sympathies continue in mature minds to consti- 
tute the whole of conscience, it becomes utterly impossible to 
explain the character of command and supremacy, which is 
attested by the unanimous voice of mankind to belong to that 
faculty, and to form its essential distinction. Had he 
adopted the other representation, it would be i) 08 siblo to con- 
ceive, perhaps easy to explain, that conscience should possess 
a quality which belonged to none of its elements. 

4. It is to this representation that Smithes theory owes 
that unhappy appearance of rendering the rule of our conduct 
dependent on the notions and passions of those who surrwind 
us, of which the utmost efibrts of the most refined ingenuity 
have not been able to divest it. Tliis objection or topic is 
often ignorantly urged ; the ans\^r8 are frequently solid ; 
but to most men they must always appear to be an ingenious 
and intricate contrivance of cycles and epicycles, which 
perplex the mind too ifluch to satisfy it, and seem devised to 
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evade difficulties which cannot he solved. All theories which 
treat conscience as built up by circumstances inevitably 
acting on all human minds, are, indeed, liable to somewhat 
of the same misconception ; unless they place in the strongest 
light (what Smith’s theoiy excludes) the total destruction of 
the scaffolding which was necessary only to the erection of the 
building, after the mind is adult and mature, and warn the 
hastiest reader that it then rests on its own foundation alone. 

5. The constant reference of our own dispositions and 
actions to the point of view from which they are estimated 
by others, seems to be rather an excellent expedient for pre- 
serving our impartiality, than a fundamental principle of 
Ethics. But impartiality, which is no more than a removal 
of some hindrance to right judgment, supplies no materials 
for its exercise, and no rule, or even principle, for its guidance. 
It nearly coincides with the Christian precept of doing unto 
others as we would they should do unto us ; an admirable 
practical maxim, but, as Leibnitz has said truly, intended 
only as a correction of self-partiality. 

6. Lastly, this ingenious system renders all morality 
relative — ^by referring it to the pleasure of an agreement of 
our feelings with those of others, by confining itself entirely 
to the question of moral approbation, and by providing no 
place for the consideration of that qu&lity which distinguishes 
all good from all bad actions ; a defect which will appear in 
the sequel to be more immediately fatal to a theorist of the 
sentimental, than to one of the intellectual school. Smith 
shrinks from considering utility in that light as soon as it 
presents itself, or very strangely ascribes its power over our 
moral feelings to admiration of the mere adaptation of means 
to ends — which might (surely be as well felt for the pro- 
duction of wide-spread misery, by a consistent system of 
wicked conduct — instead of ascribing it to benevolence, with 
Hutcheson and Hume, or to an Extension of that veiy 
sympathy which is his own first principle. 
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RICHARD PRICE. 

Born 1723-~died 1791. 

About the same time with the celebrated work of Smith, but 
with a popular reception very different, Dr. Richard Price, an 
excellent and eminent nonconformist minister, published A 
Review of the principdl Quedions in Morals ; * — an attempt to 
revive the intellectual theory of moral obligation, which seemed 
to have fallen under the attacks of Butler, Plutcheson, and 
Hume, even before Smith. It attracted little observation at 
first ; but, being afterwards countenanced by the Scottish 
School, may seem to deserve some notice, in connection with 
the kindred speculations of the German metaphysicians, which, 
having effected an establishment in France, became no longer 
unknown in England. 

The understanding itself is, according to Price, an inde- 
pendent source of simple ideas. “ The various kinds of agree- 
ment and disagreement between our ideas, spoken of by 
Locke, are so many new simple ideas.” “ This is true of our 
ideas of proportion, of our ideas of identity, and diversity, 
existence, connection, cause and effect, power, possibility, and 
of our ideas of right and wrong.” -“Tho first relates to 
quantity, the last to acffcions, the rest to all things.” “ Like 
aU other simple ideas, they are undefinable.” 

It is needless to pursue this theory farther, till an answer 
shall be given to the observation made before, that as no 
perception or judgment, or other un mixed act of underskmd- 
ing, merely as such, and without the agency of some inter- 
mediate emotion^ can affect the will, the* account given by 
Dr. Price of perceptions or judgments respecting moral 
subjects does not advance one step towards the explanation 
of the authority of conscience over the will, which is the 
* The third edition was published at London in 1787. 
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matter to be explained. Indeed, this respectable writer felt 
the difficulty so much as to allow, “that, in contemplating 
the acts of moral agents, we have both a perception of the 
understanding and a feeling of the heart.” He even admits 
that it would have been highly pernicious to us if our reason 
had been left without such support. But he has not shown 
how, on such a supposition, we could have acted on a mere 
opinion ; nor has he given any proof that what he calls 
mpport^ is not, in truth, the whole of what directly produces 
the conformity of voluntary acts to morality.* 

DAVID HARTLEY. 

Bom 1705— died 1767. 

The work of Dr. Hartley, entitled Olmrvations on is 

distinguished by an uncommon union of originality with 
modesty, in unfolding a simple and fruitful principle of human 
nature. It is disfigured by the absurd afiectation of mathe- 
matical forms then prevalent ; and it is encumbered and 
deformed by a mass of physiological speculations, groundless, 
or at best uncertain, wholly foreign from its proper purpose, 
which repel the inquirer into mental philosophy from its 
perusal, and lessen the respect of the physiologist for the 
author’s judgment. It is an unfortunate example of the dis- 
position predominant among undistinguisLing theorists to 

* I'lie following sentences will illustrate the t(^xt, and are in truth 
applicable to all moral theoritjs on merely intellectual princijles : — 
“ Rt^on alone;, did we possess it in a higher degree, would answer all 
the ends of the passions. Thus there would he no need of ])arental 
affection, were all parents sufficiently acquainted with the reasons for 
taking upon them the guidance and support of those whom nature has 
placed under their care, and mere they virtiwus emugh to he always rfe- 
tertnined hy those reasons” (Price’s Review, 121.) A very slight con- 
sideration will show that without the last words the preceding part 
would be utterly false, and with them it is utterly insignificant. 

t London, 1749. 
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class together all the appearances which are observed at the 
same time, and in the immediate neighbourhood of each other. 
At that period chemical phenomena were referred to mecha- 
nical principles ; vegetable and animal life were subjected to 
mechanical or chemical laws ; and while some physiologists* 
ascribed the vital functions to the understanding, the greater 
part of the metaphysicians were disposed, with grosser con- 
fusion, to derive the intellectual operations from bodily 
causes. The error in the latter case, though less immediately 
perceptible, is deeper and more fundamental than in any 
other; since it overlooks the primordial and perpetual dis- 
tinction between the heirtfj which thwlcs and the thing which 
is thought of ; — not to bo lost sight of, by the mind's eye, 
even for a twinkling, without involving all nature in darkness 
and confusion. Hartley and Condillac, t who, much about 
the same time, but seemingly without any knowhidge of each 
other’s speculations, J began in a very similar mode to simplify, 
but also to mutilate, the system of Locke, stopped short of 
what is called Materialism, which consummates the confusion, 
but touched its threshold. Thither, it muwst be owned, their 
philosophy pointed, and thither their followers proceeded. 

* G. E. Stahl, horn in 1600 ; died in 1734 ; a German physieian 
and chemist of deserved ejniiieiiec. ^ 

[Stahl ascribed tin; vitJl functions not to the understanding but to 
(he soul. I have sjoken of him as the founder of the Psychical Scitool. 
See Phil, of the Med. Sc.^ B. ix. — W. W.] 

f Born in 1715 — died in 1780. 

J Traile sur VOriyinc dcs Connoissanccs HuTuaines, 1746 ; TraiU 
des Systhn/iSy 1749; TraiU dcs SensatioriSy 1754. Foreign book* were 
then little and slowly known in England. Hartley’s residing, ex(;(?i)t 
on theology, seems confined to the physical and mathematical sciences ; 
and liis whole manner of thinking and writing is so different from tliat 
of Condillac, that there is not the lea^ reason to suppose the work of 
the one to have been known to the other. 

The work of Hartley, as we learn from the sketch of liis life by 
his son, prefixed to the edition of 1791, was begun in 1730, and finished 
in 1746. 
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Hartley and Bonnet ,♦ still more than Condillac, suffered them- 
selves, like most of their contemporaries, to overlook the im- 
portant truth, that all the changes in the organs which can be 
likened to other material phenomena, are nothing more than 
antecedents and prerequisites of perception^ bearing not the 
faintest likeness to it ; as much outward in relation to the think- 
ing principle, as if they occurred in any other part of the matter ; 
and of which the entire comprehension, if it were attained, 
would not bring us a step nearer to the nature of thought. 
They who would have been the first to exclaim against the 
mistake of a sound for a colour, fell into the more unspeak- 
able error of confounding the perception of objects, as outward, 
with the consciousness of our own mental operations. Locke's 
doctrine, that Eeflection was a separate source of ideas, left 
room for this greatest of all distinctions — though with much 
unhappiness of expression, and with no little variance from 
the course of his own speculations. Hartley, Condillac, and 
Bonnet, in hewing away this seeming deformity from the 
system of their master, unwittingly struck off the part of the 
building which, however unsightly, gave it the power of 
yielding some shelter and guard to truths, of which the exclu- 
sion rendered it utterly untenable. They became consistent 
hTominalists ; a controversy on which Locke expresses himself 
with confusion and contradiction ; but on this subjtict they 
added nothing to what had been taught tiby Hobbes and 
Berkeley. Both Hartley and Condillac t have the merit of 
having been unseducod by the temptations either of scepticism 

* Boni in 1720 — died in 1793. 

t 'J’he following note of Condillac will show how much ho differed 
from Hartley in his mode of considering the New'tonitan hyjw thesis of 
vibrations, and how fai* he wi^^s in that respect superior to him. “ Je 
suppose ici et ailleurs que les perceptions de Tame out pour cause 
physique rebraulement des hbrt^s du cerveau ; mm que je regard cette 
hypotliese comme demanireef mats parcegid elle est la plus commode potir 
expliquer mapctisSe,** {(Euvres de Condillac, i. CO ; Paris, 1798.) 
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or of useless idealism ; whicli, even if Berkeley and Hume 
could have been unknown to them, must have been within 
sight. Both agree in referring all the intellectual operations 
to the association of idem, and in representing that association 
as reducible to the single law, tliat ideas which enter the 
mind at the same time acquire a tendency to call up each 
other, which is in direct proportion to the frequency of 
their having entered together. In this important part of their 
doctrine they seem, whether unconsciously or otherwise, to 
have only repeated, and very much expanded, the opinion of 
Hobbes * In its simplicity it is more agreeable than the 
system of Mr. Hume, who admitted live independent laws of 
association ; and it is in comprehension far superior to the 
views of the same subject by Mr. Locke, wdiose ill-chosen 
name still retains its place in our nomenclature, but who only 
appeals to the principle as explaining some fancies and 
wdiimsies of the human mind. The capital fault of Hartley 
is that of a rash generalisation, wdiich may prove imi)erfect, 
and which is at least premature. All attempts to explain 
instinct by this principle have hitherto been unavailing. 
Many of the most important processes of reasoning have not 
hitherto been accounted for by it.t It would appear by close 
examination, that even this theory, simj^le as it appears, pre- 
supposes many facts relating to the mind, of which its authors 
do not seem to ^ave suspected the existence. How many 
ultimate facts of that nature, for example, are contained and 
involved in Aristotle's celebrated comparison of the mind in 
its first state to a sheet of unwritten paper ! J The texturj of 

* Jluman Nature, chaps, iv. v. vi. For more anci(;nt statements, 
see Notes and Illustrations, Note T. , 

t “Cc que les logiciens ont dit des raisonnements dans bien des 
volumes, me paroit entiercmeiit suj^erllu, «t de nul usage” (Condillac, i. 
115) ; an assertion of which the gross absurdity will be apjKircnt to 
the readers of Dr. Wliately’s TreaiiM mi Logic, one of the most imjjort- 
ant works of the present agg. 

t Sec Notes and Illustrations, Note U. 
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the paper, even its colour, the sort of instrument fit to act 
on it, its capacity to receive and to retain impressions, all its 
differences, from steel on the one hand to water on the other, 
certainly presuppose some facts, and may imply many, with- 
out a distinct statement of which the nature of writing could 
not be explained to a person wholly ignorant of it. How 
many more, as well as greater laws, may be necessary to en- 
able mind to perceive outward objects ! If the power of 
perception may be thus dependent, why may not what is 
called the association of ideas, the attraction between thoughts, 
the power of one to suggest another, bo affected by mental 
laws hitherto unexplored, perhaps unobserved ? 

But to return from digression into the intellectual part of 
man : It becomes proper to say, that the difference between 
Hartley and Condillac, and the immeasurable superiority of 
the former, are chiefly to be found in the application which 
Hartley first made of the law of association to that other un- 
named portion of our nature with which morality more im- 
mediately deals ; that which feels pain and pleasure, is 
influenced by appetites and loathings, by desires and 
aversions, by affections and repugnances. Condillac’s IVcatise 
on Sf'nsation, published five years after the work of Hartley, 
reproduces the doctrine of Hobbes with its root, namely, that 
love and hope are but transformed sensations,* by which ho 
means perceptions of the senses and its wid}3-spread branches, 
consisting in desires and passions, which are only modifica- 
tions of self-love. “The words goodness and beauty says 
he^ almost in the very words of Hobbes, “ express those 
qualities of things by which they contribute to our plea- 
sures. In the» whole of his philosophical works, we find 
no trace of any desire produced by association, of any disin- 

* Condillac, iii. 21 ; more especially Traili dm SensatimiSf part ii. 
chap. vi. “Its love for outward objects is only an effect of love for 
itself.** 

+ Traitt dm Sensations^ part iv. chap. iii. 
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terested principle, or indeed of any distinction between the 
percipient and wliat, perhaps, we may now venture to call 
the emofive or the pathematie part of human nature until 
some more convenient and agreeable name shall be hit on by 
some luckier or more skilful adventurer, in such new terms 
as seem to be absolutely necessary. 

To the ingenious, humble, and anxiously conscientious 
character of Hartle}'”, we owe the knowledge that, about 
the year 1730, he was informed that the Keverend Mr. Gay 
of Sydney College, Cambridge, then living in the Avest of 
England, asserted the possibility of deducing all our intellec- 
tual pleasures and j)ains from association ; that this led him 
(Hartley) to consider the power of association ; and that about 
that time JMr. Gay publislied his sentiments on this matter 
in a dissertation prefixed to Bishop Law\s Translation of 
King’s Orluln of Evil* Ko writer deserves more the i)raise 
of abundant fjiirness than Hartley in this avowal. The dis- 
sertation of which he speaks is mentioned by no philosopher 
but himself. It suggested nothing apparently to any other 
reader. The general texture of it is that of home-spun 
selfishness. The Avriter had the merit to see and to own 
that Hutcheson had established as a fact the reality of moral 
sentiments and disinterested affections.. Ho blames, perhaps 
justly, that most ingenious man,t for assuming that these 

* Hartley’s Prclace to the Observations on Man. Tlie word intellec- 
tual is too narrow. Even menial would he of veiy doubtful proj)ricty. 
The theory in its full extent rtjquires a word such as inorganic (if no 
better can be discovered) extending to all gratification, not distinctly 
referred to some specific organ, or at least to some assignable i>ai‘t of 
the bodily frame. 

+ It has not been mentioned in its proper jAace, that Hutcheson 
appears nowhere to greater advantage than in Letters on the Fable of 
the Fees, published when he was very young, at Dublin, in a publication 
called Hibemicus. “ Private vices arc public benefits,” says he, may 
signify any one of these five distinct propositions : 1. They are in them- 
selves public benefits ; or, 2. They naturally produce public happiness ; 
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sentiments and affections are implanted, and partake of the 
nature of instincts. The object of his dissertation is to re- 
concile the mental appearances described by Hutcheson with 
the first principle of the selfish system, that “ the true prin- 
ciple of all our actions is our own happiness.” Moral feelings 
and social affections are, according to him, "resolvable into 
reason, pointing out our private happiness; and whenever ill is 
end is not jierceived they are to be accounted for li'om the 
association of ideas.” Even in the single passage in which 
he shows a glimpse of the truth, he begins with confusion, 
advances with hesitation, and after holding in his grasp for 
an instant the principle which sheds so strong a light around 
it, suddenly drops it from his hand. Instead of receiving 
the statements of Hutcheson (his silence relating to Butler 
is unaccountable) as enlargements of the science of man, he 
deals with them merely as difficulties to be reconciled with 
tlie received system of universal selfishness. In the conclu- 
sion of his fourth section, he well exemplifies the power of 
association in forming the love of money, of fame, of power, 
etc. ; but he still treats those effects of association as aberra- 
tions and infirmities, the fruits of our forgetfulness and short- 
siglitcdness, and not at all as the great process employed to 
sow and rear the most important principles of a social and 
moral nature. 

This precious mine may therefore bo truly said to have 
been opened by Hartley ; for he wdio did such sui>eral)undant 
justice to the hints of Gay, would assuredly not liavc with- 
heltj^the like tribute from Hutcheson, had he observed the 
happy expression of "secondary passions,” which ought to 
have led that philosopher himself farther than he ventured 

or, 3. They luay be iiKide to produce it ; or, 4. Tliey may naturally flow 
from it ; or, 5. At least they may probably flow irom it iu our iiifinu 
nature:” (Sec a small volume containing Thoitf/hfs on Laughter, and 
Ohservalions on the Fable of the Bees, Glasgow, 1758, in which these 
letters are re 2 )ublished.) 
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to advance. The extraordinary value of this part of Hart- 
ley's system has been hidden by various causes, wliieh have 
also enabled writers who borrow from it to decry it. The 
influence of his medical habits renders many of his examples 
displeasing, and sometimes disgusting. He has none of that 
knowledge of the world, of that familiarity with literature, 
of that delicate perce])ti()n of the beauties of nature and art, 
wliich not only sujijdy the most agreeable illustrations of 
mental phihjsophy, but aflbrd the most obvious and striking 
instances of its happy a})plication to subjects generally in- 
teresting. llis particular aj»plications of the giuu'ral law are 
often mistaken, and seldom more than brief notes and hasty 
suggestions ; the germs of theories wliich, while some might 
adopt them without detection, others might diseov(*r without 
being aware that they were antici])ated. To which it may 
be added, that, in spitci of the imposing forms of g(‘ometry, 
tlie work is not really distinguislnHl by good method, or oveai 
uniform adherence to that which had been chosen, llis style 
is entitled to no praise but that of clearness, and a sim]»licity 
of diction, through which is visible a singular simidicity of 
mind, ^^o book perhaps exists, whicli, with so few of the 
common allurements, comes at last so much to please by the 
picture it presents of the writer’s characUr — a character which 
kept him pure from the pursuit, often from the consciousness, 
of novelty, and rendered him a discoverer in spite of his own 
modesty. In those singular passages in which, amidst the 
profound internal trampiillity of all the Euroi>ean nations, he 
foretells the approaching convulsions, to be followed by tfie 
overthrow of states and churches, his quiet and gentle spirit, 
elsewhere almost ready to inculcate passive obedience for the 
sake of peace, is supported under its^wful forebodings by the 
hope of that general progress in virtue and happiness which 
he saw through the preparatory confusion. A meek piety, 
inclining towards mysticism, and sometimes indulging in 
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visions, which borrow a lustre from his fervid benevolence, 
was beautifully, and perhaps singularly, blended in him with 
zeal for the most unbounded freedom of inquiry, flowing both 
from his own conscientious belief and his unmingled love of 
truth. Whoever can so far subdue his repugnance to petty 
or secondary faults as to bestow a careful perusal on the work, 
must be unfortunate if he does not see, feel, and own, that the 
writer was a great philosopher and a good man. 

To those who thus study the work, it will be apparent 
that Hartley, like other philosophers, cither overlooked, or 
failed explicitly to announce, that distinction between per- 
ception and emotion, without which no system of mental 
philosophy is complete. Hence arose the partial and incom- 
plete view of truth conveyed by the use of the phrase “ associa- 
tion of ideas.^^ If the word offsociation, which rather indicates 
the connection between separate things, than the perfect com- 
bination and fusion which occur in many operations of the 
mind, must, notwithstanding its inadequacy, still be retained, 
the phrase ought at least to be “ association of thoughts with 
emotions, as well as wdth each other.” With that enlarge- 
ment an objection to the Hartleian doctrine would have been 
avoided, and its originality, as well as superiority over that of 
Condillac, would have appeared indisputable, Tlie examples 
of avarice and other factitious passions are very well chosen ; 
lirst, because few will be found to suppose th5it they are original 
principles of human nature ;* secondly, because the process 
by which they are generated, being subsequent to the age of 
atijfsntion and recollection, may be brought home to the un- 
derstanding of all men ; and thirdly, because they afford the 
most striking instance of secondary passions, which not only 

* A very ingenious man. Lord Karnes, whose works had a great 
effect in rousing the mind of his contemporaries and countrymen, has 
indeed fancied that there is a “hoarding instinct” in man and other 
animals. But such conclusions are not so much objects of confutation 
aa ludicrous proofs of the absurdity of the premises which lead to them. 
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become independent of tbo primary principles from which 
they are derived, hut hostile to them, and so superior in 
strength as to he capable of overpowering their parents. As 
soon as the mind heconies familiar with the lre(iuent case of 
the man who first pursued money to purchase pleasure, hut at 
last, when he becomes a miser, loves his hoard better than 
all that it could purcluise, and sacrifices all pleasures for its 
increase, we are prepared to admit that, by a like process, tho 
affections, when they are fixed on the happiness of others as 
their ultimate object, without any reflection on self, may not 
only be perfectly detached from self-regard or private desires, 
but may subdue these, and every other antagonist passion which 
can stand in their way. As the miser loves money for its 
own sake, so may the benevolent man deliglit in the well- 
being of his fellows. His good-will becomes as disinterested 
as if it had been implanted and underived. The like process 
applied to what is called self-love, or the desire of permanent 
well-being, clearly exphiins the mode in which that principle 
is gradually formed from the separate appetites, without whose 
previous existence no notion of well-being could be obtained. 
In like manner, sympathy, perhaps itself the result of a 
transfer of our own personal feelings by association to other 
sentient beings, and of a subsequent transfer of their feelings 
to our own minds, engenders the various social affections, 
which at last gefterate in most minds some regard to the well- 
being of our country, of mankind, of all creatures capable of 
pleasure. Itational self-love controls and guides those far 
keener self-regarding passions of which it is the child, irFthe 
same manner as general benevolence bahinces and governs tho 
variety of much warmer social affections from which it springs. 
It is an ancient and obstinate error of philosophers to repre- 
sent these two calm principles as being the source of the im- 
pelling passions and affections, instead of being among the 
last results of them, i^ch of them exercises a sort of authority 
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in its sphere, but the dominion of neither is co-existent with 
the whole nature of man. Tliough they have the power to 
quicken and check, they are both too feeble to impel • and if 
the primary principles were extinguished, they would both 
perish from want of nourishment. If indeed all appetites 
and desires were destroyed, no subject would exist on which 
either of these general principles could act. 

The affections, desires, and emotions, having for their 
ultimate object the dispositions and actions of voluntary 
agents, which alone, from the nature of their object, are co- 
extensive with the whole of our active nature, arc, according 
to the same philosophy, necessarily formed in every human 
mind by the transfer of feeling which is effected by the 
])rinciple of association. Gratitude, pity, resentment, and 
shame, seem to be the simplest, the most active, and the most 
uniform elements in their composition. 

It is easy to perceive how the comjdacency insjured 
by a benefit may be transferred to a benefactor, thence to 
all beneficent beings and acts. The well-chosen instance of 
the nurse familiarly exemplifies the manner in which the 
child transfers his complacency from the gratification of his 
senses to the cause of it, and thus Icanis an affection for her 
who is the source of his enjoyment. With this siniidc pro- 
cess concur, in the case of a tender nurse, and far more of a 
mother, a thousand acts of relief and endecirnient, of which 
the complacency is fixed on the person from whom they flow, 
and in some degi’ee extended by association to all who 
resemble that person. So much of the pleasure of early life 
depends on others, that the like process is almost constantly 
repeated. Henc^ the origin of benevolence may be under- 
stood, and the disposition to approve all benevolent, and dis- 
approve all malevolent acts. Hence also the same approba- 
tion and disapprobation are extended to all acts which we 
clearly perceive to promote or obstruct the happiness of men. 
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When the complacency is extended to action, benevolence 
may be said to be transformed into a part of conscience. The 
rise of sympathy may probably be explained by the process 
of association, which transfers the feelings of others to our- 
selves, and ascribes our own feelings to others ; — at first and 
in some degree, always in proportion as the resemblance of 
ourselves to others is complete. The likeness in the out- 
ward signs of emotion is one of the widest channels in this 
commerce of hearts. Pity thereby becomes one of the grand 
sources of benevolence, and i)erhap8 contributes more largely 
than gratitude. It is indeed one of the first motives to tlie 
conferring of those benefits which inspire grateful affection. 
Sympathy with the sufferer, therefore, is also transformed into 
a real sentiment, directly approving benevolent actions and 
dispositions, and more remotely all actions that jiromoto 
happiness. The anger of the sufferer, first against all causes 
of ])ain, afterwards against all intentional agents who pro- 
duce it, and finally against all those in whom the infliction 
of pain proceeds from a mischievous disposition, whim it is 
communicated to others by sympathy, and is so far purified 
by gradual separation from selfish and individual interest as 
to bo equally felt against all wrong-doers, whether the wrong 
bo done against ourselves, our friends, "or our enemies, is the 
root out of which springs that which is commonly and well 
called a Sense of Juslice — the most indispensable, perhaps, 
of all the component parts of the moral faculties. It is the 
main guard against wrong. It relates to that portion of 
morality where many of the outward acts are capable of tiing 
reduced under certain rules, of which the violations, wherever 
the rule is sufficiently precise, and the mischief sufficiently 
great, may be guarded against by ihe terror of punishment. 
In the observation of the rules of justice consists duty ; 
breaches of them we denominate crimes. An abhorrence of 
crimes, especially of those which indicate the absence of 
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benevolence, as well as of regard to justice, is peculiarly 
strong ; because well-framed penal laws, being the lasting 
declaration of the moral indignation of many generations of 
mankind, exceedingly strengthen the same feeling in every 
individual, as long as they remain in unison with the senti- 
ments of the age and country for which they are destined, and 
indeed, wherever the laws do not so much deviate from the 
habitual feelings as to j^roduce a struggle between law and 
sentiment, in which it is hard to say on which side success is 
most deplorable. A man who performs his duties may be 
esteemed, but is not admired ; because it requires no more 
than ordinary virtue to act well where it is shameful and 
dangerous to do otherwise. The righteousness of those who 
act solely from such inferior motives is little better than that 
“ of the Scribes and Pharisees.’* Those only are just in the 
eye of tlie moralist who act justly from a constant disposition 
to render to every man his own.* Acts of kindness, of 
generosity, of pity, of placability, of humanity, when they are 
long continued, can hardly fail mainly to flow from the pure 
fountain of an excellent nature. They are not reducible to 
rules ; and the attempt to enforce them by punishment would 
destroy them. They are virtues of which the essence consists 
in a good disposition ef mind. As we gradually transfer our 
desire from praise to praiseworthiness, this principle also is 
adopted into consciousness. On the othe»*hand, when we 
are led by association to feel a painful contempt for those 
feelings and actions of our past self which we despise in 
othfArs, there is developed in our hearts another element of 
that moral sense. It is a remarkable instance of the power 
of the law of association, that the contempt or abhorrence 

* “ Justitia est constaiis „t perpetua voluntas suum (iuiqne tribu- 
endi an exctdlent definition in the mouth of the stoical moralists, 
from whom it is borrowed, but altogether, misplaced by the Roman 
Jurists in a body of laws which deal only with outward acts in their 
relation to the order and interest of society. 
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which we feel for the bad actions of others may be transferred 
by it, in any degree of strength, to our own past actions of the 
like kind. And as the hatred of bad actions is transferred 
to the agent, the same transfer may occur in our own case in 
a manner perfectly similar to that of which we are conscious 
in our feelings towards our fellow-creatures. There are many 
causes which render it generally feebler : but it is perfectly 
evident that it requires no more than a sufficient strength of 
moral feeling to make it equiil ; and that the most ap}»aiently 
hyperbolical language used by penitents, in describing their 
remorse, may be justified by the principle of association. 

At this step in our progress, it is proj)er to observe that 
a most important consideration has escaped Hartley, as well 
as every other 2fiiilosoj)her.* The language of all mankind 
implies that the moral faculty, whatever it may be, and from 
. what origin soever it may spring, is intelligibly and properly 
spoken of as One. It is as common in mind as in matter for 
a compound to have properties not to be found in any of its 
b'-onstituent parts. The truth of this proposition is as certain 
iii the human feelings as in any material combination. It is 
tlerefore easily understood, that originally separate feelings 
muy be so perfectly blended by a process i)crformed in every 
mind, that they can no longer be disjmned from each other, 
but must always co-operate, and thus reach the only union 
which we can cojiceive. The sentiment of Moral Approha- 
tlorif formed by association out of antecedent affections, may 
become so perfectly independent of them, tliat we are no 
longer conscious of the means by which it was formed, jind 
never can in practice repeat, though we may in theory perceive, 
the process by which it was generated. It is in that mature 
and sound state of our nature that^our emotions at the view 
of Right and Wrong are ascribed to Conscience, But why, 
it may be asked, do these feelings, rather than others, run into 
* See mpra, section on Butler. 
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each other, and constitute Conscience? Hie answer seems 
to he what has already been intimated in the observations on 
Butler. The affinity between these feelings consists in this, 
that while all other feelings relate to outward objects, they 
alone contemplate exclusively the dispodtions and actions of 
voluntary agents. When they are completely transferred 
from objects, and even persons, to dispositions and actions, 
they are fitted, by the perfect coincidence of their aim,, for 
combining to form that one faculty which is directed only to 
that aim. 

Tlie words Duty and Virtue, and the word Ought, which 
most perfectly denotes Duty, but is also connected with 
Virtue, in every well-constituted mind, in this state become 
the fit language of the acquired, perhaps, but universally and 
necessarily acquired, faculty of Conscience. Some account of 
its peculiar nature has been attempted in the remarks on 
Butler; — for others a fitter occasion will occur hereafter. 
Some light may, however, now be thrown on the subject 
by a short statement of the hitherto unobserved distinction 
between the moral sentiments and another class of feelings 
with which they have some qualities in common. The plea- 
sures (so callecl) of Imagination appear, at least in most cases, 
to originate in association. But it is not till the original 
cause of the gratification is obliterated from the mind that 
they acquire their jiroper character. Order and proportion 
may be at first chosen for their convenience : it is not until 
they are admired for their own sake that they become objects 
of Jbasto. Though all the proportions for which a horse is 
valued maybe indications of speed, safety, strength, and health, 
it is not the less true that they only can bo said to admire the 
animal for his beauty, who leave such considerations out of the 
account while they admire. The pleasure of contemplation 
in these particulars of nature and art becomes universal and 
immediate, being entirely detached from all regard to indivi- 
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dual beings. It contemplates neither use nor interest. In 
this important particular the pleasures of imagination agree 
with the moral sentiments. Hence the application of the 
same language to both in ancient and modem times. Hence 
also it arises that they may contemplate the very same quali- 
ties and objects. There is certainly much beauty in the softer 
virtues — ^much grandeur in the soul of a hero or a martyr. 
But the essential distinction still remains. The i)urest moral 
taste contemplates these qualities only with quiescent delight 
or reverence. It has no further view ; — it points towards 
no action. Conscience, on the contrary, containing in it a 
pleasure in the prospect of doing right, and an ardent desire 
to act well, having for its sole object the dispositions and 
acts of voluntary agents, is not, like moral taste, satisfied with 
passive contemplation, but constantly teiids to act on the wdll 
and conduct of the man. Moral taste may aid it, may bo 
absorbed into it, and usually contributes its ]>art to the forma- 
tion of the moral faculty ; but it is distinct from that faculty, 
and may be disproportioned to it. Conscience, being by its 
nature confined to mental dispositions and voluntary acts, is of 
necessity excluded fi’om the ordinary consideration of all 
things antecedent to these dispositions. Tlie circumstances 
from which such statcis of mind may aiiise are most important 
objects of consideration for the understanding ; but they are 
without the s])here of conscience, which never ascends be- 
yond the heart of the man. It is thus that in the eye of 
conscience man becomes amenable to its authority for all his 
inclinations as well as deeds ; that some of them are approved, 
loved, and revered ; and that all the outward effects of dis- 
esteem, contempt, or moral anger, are felt 4o be the just lot 
of others. 

But, to return to Hartley, from this perhaps intrusive 
statement of what does not properly belong to him : he re- 
presents all the social liffections of gratitude, veneration, and 
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love, inspired by the virtues of our fellow-men, as capable of 
being transferred by association to the transcendent and un- 
mingled goodness of the Euler of the world, and thus to give 
rise to piety, to which he gives the name of the theopathetic 
affection. This principle, like all the former in the mental 
series, is gradually detached from the trunk on which it grew : 
it takes separate root, and may altogether overshadow the 
parent-stock. As such a being cannot be conceived without 
the most perfect and constant reference to his goodness, so 
piety may become not only a part of conscience, but its 
governing and animating principle, which, after long lending its 
own energy and authority to every other, is at last described 
by our philosopher as swallowing up all of them in order to 
perform the same functions more infallibly. 

In every stage of this progress we are taught by Dr. 
Hartley that a new product appears, which becomes perfectly 
distinct from the elements which formed it, which may be 
utterly dissimilar to them, and may attain any degree of 
vigour, however superior to theirs. Thus the objects of the 
private desires disappear when we are employed in the 
pursuit of our lasting welfare ; that which was first sought 
only as a means, may come to be pursued as an end, and pre- 
ferred to the original* end ; the good opinion of our fellows 
becomes more valued than the benefits for which it was at 
first courted ; a man is ready to sacrifice hisilife for him who 
has shown generosity, even to others ; and persons other- 
wise of common character are capable of cheerfully marching 
in ^ forlorn hope, or of almost instinctively leaping into the 
sea, to save the life of an entire stranger. These last acts, 
often of almost unconscious virtue, so familiar to the soldier 
and the sailor, so unaccountable on certain systems of 
philosophy, often occur without a thought of applause and 
reward ; too quickly for the thought of the latter, too 
obscurely for the hope of the former j and they are of such 
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a nature that no man could be impelled to them by the mere 
expectation of either. 

The gratitude, sympathy, resentment, and shame, which 
are the principal constituent parts of the Moral Sense, thus 
lose their separate agency, and constitute an entirely new 
faculty, co-ex tensive with all the dispositions and actions 
of voluntary agents ; though some of them are more pre- 
dominant in particular cases of moral sentiipent than otliers, 
and though the aid of all continues to be necessary in their 
original character, as subordinate but distinct motives of 
action. Is'othmg more evidently points out the distinction of 
the Hartleian system from all systems called selfisli, not to 
say its superiority in respect to disinterestedness over all 
moral systems before Ihitler and Hutcheson, than that 
excellent part of it which relates to the Kule of Life. Tlie 
various i)rinciples of human action rise in value according to 
the order in which they spring up aftiu* each other. We can 
then only bo in a state of as much enjoyment as we are evi- 
dently capable of attaining, when we prefer interest to the 
original gratifications — honour to interest — the pleasures of 
imagination to those of sense — the dictates of conscience to 
pleasure, interest, and reputation — the well-being of fellow- 
creatures to our own indulgences ; in a ;vord, when we pursue 
moral good and social happiness chiefly and for their own 
sake. “With ^elf-interest,” says Hartley, somewhat in- 
accurately in language, “ man must begin. Ho may end in 
self-annihilation. Theopathy, or piety, although the last result 
of the purified and exalted sentiments, may at length swallow 
up every other principle, and absorb the whole man.” Even 
if this last doctrine should be an exaggeration unsuited to our 
present condition, it will the more strongly illustrate the 
compatibility, or rather the necessary connection, of this 
theory with the exi.stence and power of perfectly disinterested 
principles of human action. 
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It is needless to remark on the secondary and auxiliary 
causes which contribute to the formation of moral sentiment ; 
education, imitation, general opinion, laws and government. 
They all presuppose the moral faculty : in an improved state 
of society they contribute powerfully to strengthen it, and on 
some occasions they enfeeble, distort, and maim it ; hut in 
all cases they must themselves he tried by the test of an 
ethical standard. 

The value of this doctrine will not be essentially affected 
by supposing a greater number of original principles than 
those assumed by Dr. Hartley. Tlie principle of association 
applies as much to a greater as to a smaller number. It is 
a quality common to it with all theories, that the more 
simplicity it reaches consistently with truth, the more perfect 
it becomes. Causes are not to be multiplied without necessity. 
If, by a considerable multiplication of primary desires, the law 
of association were lowered nearly to the level of an auxiliary 
agent, the philosophy of human nature would still be under 
indelible obligations to the philosopher who, by his fortunate 
error, rendered the importance of that great principle obvious 
and conspicuous. 


AT3RAHAM TUCKER. 

Doni 1705— tUed 1774. 

It has been the remarkable fortune of this writer to have 
been more prized by the cultivators of the same subjects, and 
more disregarded by the generality even of those who read 
books on such matters, than perhaps any other philosopher.* 

* “ I have found in this writer more original thinking and observa- 
tion upon the several subjects that he has taken in hand than in any 
other, not to say than in all o^^hers put together. His tideiit also for 
illustration is unrivalled.” (I’alet, Preface to Moral aiul Political Phi- 
losophy.) See the excellent preface to an abridgment, by Mr. Hazlitt, 
of Tucker’s work, published in London in 1807. May I venture to 
refer also to my own discourse on the Law of Nature and Nations, 
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He had many of the qualities which might be expected in an 
affluent country gentleman, living in a privacy undisturbed 
by pohtical zeal, and with a leisure unbroken by the calls of 
a profession, at a time when England had not entirely 
renounced her old taste for metaphysical speculation. lie 
was naturally endowed, not indeed with more than ordinary 
acuteness or sensibility, nor with a high degree of reach and 
range of mind, but with a singular capacity for careful observa- 
tion and original reflection, and with a fancy perhaj)s un- 
matched in producing various and happy illustratioji. The 
most observable of his moral qualities appear to have been 
prudence and cheerfulness, good nature and easy temper. 
Tlie influence of his situation and character is visible in his 
writings. Indulging his own tastcis c'lnd faneicjs, Jiki^ most 
English squires ol* his time, he became, like many of them, 
a sort of humorist. Hence much of his originality and 
independence ; hence the boldness with which he openly 
enqfloys illustrations from homely objects. 11 li wi’oic to 
please himself more than the public. Ho had too little 
regard for readtirs, either to sacrifice his siiiccjrity to them, or 
to curb his own prolixity, repetition, and egotism, from the 
fear of fatiguing them. Hence ho b(*cam(i as loose, as 
rambling, and Jis much an egotist as JMcyitaigne ; hut not so 
agreeably so, notwithstanding a considerable' resemblance of 
genius 3 because he wrote on subjects where disorder and 
egotism fire unseasonable, and for read(irs wliom they disturb 
instead of amusing. His j)rolixity at last increased itself, 
■when his work became so long, that repetition in the latter 
parts partly arose from forgetfulness of the former ; and 
though his freedom from slavish deference t(i general oi)inion 
is very commendable, it must be owned that his want of a 
wholesome fear of the public rendei*s the perusal of a work 

London, 1799 ? Mr. Stewar^ treats Tucker and Ilaillcy with unwonted 
harsliness. 
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which is extremely interesting, and even amusing in most of 
its parts, on the whole a laborious task. He was by early 
education a believer in Christianity, if not by natural 
character religious. His calm good sense and accommodating 
temper led him rather to explain established doctrines in a 
manner agreeable to his philosophy, than to assail them. 
Hence he was represented as a time-server by free-thinkers, 
and as a heretic by the orthodox.* Living in a country 
where the secure tranquillity flowing from the devolution was 
gradually drawing forth all mental activity towards practical 
pursuits and outward objects, he hastened from the rudi- 
ments of mental and moral philosophy, to those branches 
of it which touch the business of men.f Had he recast 
without changing his thoughts — had he detached those 
etliical observations for which he had so peculiar a vocation, 
from the disputes of his country and his day — he might 
have thrown many of his chapters into their proper form 
of essays, which might have been compared, though not 
likened, to those of Hume. But the country gentleman, 
philosophic as ho was, had too much fondness for his own 
humours to engage in a course of drudgery and deference. 
It may, however, be confidently added, on the authority of 
all those who have fs^irly made the experiment, that whoever, 
unfettered by a previous system, undertakes the labour 
necessary to discover and relish the high excellences of this 
metaphysical Montaigne, will find his toil lightened as he 
proceeds, by a growing indulgence, if not partiality, for the 

* Tliis disposition to compromise and accommodation, which is dis- 
coverahle in Paley, was carried to its utmost length by Mr. Hey, a man 
of much acuteness, Professor of Divinity at Cambridge. 

+ Perhaps no pnilosopher ever stated more justly, more naturally, 
or more modestly, than Tucker, the ruling maxim of his life. “My 
thoughts,” says he, “ have taken a turn from my earliest youth towards 
searching into the foundations and measures of right and wrong ; my 
love for retirement has furnished me with continual leisure ; and the 
exercise of my reason has been my daily employment.” 
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foibles of the humorist ; and at last rewarded, in a greater 
degree perhaps than by any other writer on mixed and 
applied philosophy, by being led to commanding stations and 
new points of view, whence the mind of a moralist can 
hardly fail to catch some fresh prospects of nature and duty. 

It is in mixed, not in pure philosophy, that this superiority 
consists. In the part of his work which relates to .the intel- 
lect, he has adopted much from Hartley, hiding but aggravat- 
ing the oflenco by a change of technical terms ; and he was 
ungrateful enough to countenance the vulgar sneer which in- 
volves the mental analysis of that philosopher in the ridicule 
to which his physiological hypothesis is liable.* Tims, for the 
Hartleian term At^i^ociatioH. he substitutes that of TnvisUitinUy 
when he adc)i)ts the same theory of the principles which move 
the mind to action. In the practiciil and apjdicablc part 
of that inquiry, he indeed far sur])asses Hartley ; and it is 
little to add, that ho unspeakably exceeds that bare and 
naked thinker in the useful as well as admirable faculty of 
illustration. In the strictly theoretical part his exposition 
is considerably fuller ; but the defect of his genius becomes 
conspicuous when he Ixandles a very general principle. The 
very term Translaiion ought to have kept up in his mind a 
steady conviction that the secondary motives to action become 
as independent, and seek their own objects as exclusively, as 
the primary principles. His own examples are rich in proofs 
of this important truth. Hut there is a slippery descent in 
the Theory of Human Nature, by which he, like most of his 
forerunners, slid unawares into selfishness. He was not 2jre- 

* Light of NcUurc, I. c. xviiL, of which the^ conclusion may be 
pointed out as a specimen of perhaps unmatched fruitfulness, vivacity, 
and felicity of illustration. The admirable sense of the conclusion of 
chap. XXV. seems to liave suggested Paley’s good chapter on Hcvpidness, 
The alteration of Plato’s comparison of reason to a charioteer, and the 
passions to the horses, in c^ap. xxvi., is of characteristic and transcen- 
dent excellence. 

• N 
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served from this fall by seeing that all the deliberate principles 
which have self for their object, are themselves of secondary 
formation; and he was led to the general error by the notion 
that Pleasure, or, as he calls it. Satisfaction, was the original 
and sole object of all appetites and desires, confounding this 
with the true but very different proposition, that the attain- 
ment of all the objects of appetite and desire is productive of 
pleasure. He did not see that without presupposing Desires, 
the word Pleasure would have no signification ; and that the 
representations by which he was seduced would leave only 
one ajipetite or desire in human nature. He had no adequate 
and constant conception, that the translation of Desire from 
the end to the means occasioned the formation of a new passion, 
which is perfectly distinct from, and altogether independent 
of, the original desire. Too frequently (for he was neither 
obstinate nor uniform in error) he considered these transla- 
tions as accidental defects in human nature, not as the 
appointed means of supplying it with its variety of active 
principles. He was too apt to speak as if the selfish elements 
were not destroyed in the new combination, but remained still 
capable of being recalled, when convenient, like the links in a 
chain of reasoning, which we pass over from forgetfulness, or 
for brevity. Take him all in all, however, the neglect of his 
writings is the strongest proof of the disinclination of the 
English nation, for the last half-century, to Metaphysical 
Philosophy.* ** 

* Much of Tucker’s chapter on PlcasurCy and of Paley’s on Ilappi^ 
nesr. (both of which are invaluable), is contained in the X)ii>ssagc of The 
Tra/oell&r^ of which the following coujdet expresses the main object : — 

** Unknown to them when sensnal pleasnTes cloy. 

To ftll the languid pause with finer joy." 

“An honest man,” says Mr. Hume, “has the frequent satisfaction 
of seeing knaves betrayed by their own maxims.” (Inquiry into 
Morals.) 

“ 1 used often to laugh at your honest, simple neighbour Flambo- 
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WILLIAM PALEY. 

Born 1743— died 1805. 

This excellent writer, who, after Clarke and Butler, ou<;ht 
to be ranked among the brightest ornaments of the English 
church in the eighteenth century, is, in the history of i)hiloso- 
phy, naturally placed after Tucker, to whom, with praiseworthy 
liberality, he owns his extensive obligations. It is a mistake 
to suppose that he owed his system to Hume, a thinker too 
refined, and a writer perhaps too elegant, to liave naturally 
attracted him. A coincidence in the principle of utility, 
common to both with so many other philosophers, affords no 
sufficient ground for the supposition. Had ho beem Inibitu- 
ally influenced by ]\Ir. Hume, who has translated so many of 
the dark and crabbed passages of Butler into his own trans- 
parent as well as beautiful langusige, it is nut possible !(> 
suppose that such a mind as that of Paley should have fallen 
into those principles of gross selfishness of which Mr. Hume 
is a uniform and zeidous antagonist. 

The natural frame of Paley's understanding fitted it more 
for business and tlie world than for philosophy ; and lie 
accordingly enjoyed with considerable rijlish the few oppor- 
tunities which the latter part of his life afibrded, of taking a 
part in the affairs of his county as a magistrate. Penetration 
and shrewdness, firmness and coolness, a vein of pleasantry, 
fruitful though somewhat unrefined, with an original homeli- 
ness and significancy of expression, were perhaps more remark- 
able in his conversation than the restraints of authorship and 
profession allowed them to be in his writings. Grateful 
remembrance brings this assemblage of qualities with unfaded 

rough, and one way or anotlier generally cheated him once a year. Yet 
still the honest man went forward without suspicion, and grew rich, 
while I still continued tricksf and cunning, and was poor without the 
consolation of being honest.'* ( Ficar of IVakeJUldy chap, xxvi.) 
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colours before the mind at the present moment, after the long 
interval of twenty-eight years. His taste for the common 
business and ordinary amusements of life fortunately gave a 
zest to the company which his neighbourhood chanced to 
yield, without rendering him insensible to the pleasures of 
intercourse with more enlightened society. The practical 
bent of his nature is visible in the language of his writings, 
which, on j)ractical matters, is as precise as the nature of the 
subject recjuircs, but, in his rare and reluctant efforts to rise 
to first principles, becomes indeterminate and unsatisfactory ; 
though no man’s composition was more free from the impedi- 
ments which liinder a writer’s meaning from being quickly 
and clearly seen. Ue seldom distinguishes more exactly than 
is riMjuired for palpable and direct usefulness. He possessed 
that clijistiscjd acuteness of discrimination, exercised on the 
afl'airs of men, and habitually looking to a purpose beyond 
the mere increase of knowledge, which forms the character of 
a lawyer’s understanding, and whieli is apt to render a mere 
lawyer too subtile for the management of affairs, and yet too 
gross for the pursuit of general truth. His style is as near per- 
fection in its kind as any in our language. Perhai)S no words 
were ever more expressive and illustrative than those in which 
he represents the art’ of life to be that of rightly “ setting our 
habits.” 

The most original and ingenious of Ids writings is the 
llnnv The Evi^lences of Chrhtianiiy are formed 

out of an adndrable translation of Butler’s Analoyy^ and a 
n^pst skilful abridgment of Lardner’s Credibility of the Gospel 
History, Ho may be said to have thus given value to two 
works, of whiclf the first was scarcely intelligible to most of 
those who were most desirous of profiting by it ; and the 
second soon wearies out the greater part of readers, though 
the few who are more patient have almost always been gradu- 
aUy won over to feel pleasure in a display of knowledge, 
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probity, charity, and meekness, unmatched by an avowed 
advocate in a case deeply intert‘sting his warmest feelings. His 
Natural Theologn is the wonderful work of a man who, after 
sixty, had studied anatomy in order to write it ; and it could 
only have been surpassed by a man who, to groat originality 
of conception and clearness of exposition, added the advan- 
tage of a high ]dace in the first class of physiologists.* 

It would be unreasonable liere to say much of a M'ork 
which is in the hands of so many as his Moral and Political 
Philosophy. A v(*ry few nunarks on one or two parts of it 
may siifHcient to estimate liis vfduo as a moralist, and to 
show liis defects as a metai»hysiciaa His gemjral account of 
virtue may indeed bt^ chosen for both ]>urp()S(!S. Tlic manner 
in which lie de^duces the necessary tciulency of all virtuous 
actions to tlie general happiness, from the goodness of the 
Divine Lawgiver, though the principle be not, as has aln^udy 
mc»re than once appearcid, peculiar to him, but ratluT (-ommoii 
to most religious philosopliers, is characterised by a clearness 
and vigour wliich have never been surpassed. It is imleed 
neai’ly, if not entirely, an identical proposition, that a Ixung 
of unniixed benevolence will prescribe those laws oidy to his 
creatures which contribute to their well-being. Wliiin we art* 
convinced that a course of conduct is g^iiierally lienoiicial to 
all men, we cannot help considering it as acceptable to a 
benevolent Deity. The usefulness of actions is the mark .sc.t 
on them by the Supreme Legislator, by which reasonabltj 
beings discover it to be His -will that such actions sliould bo 
done. In this apparently unanswerable deduction, it is jiartly 
admitted, and universally implietl, that the jirinciples of right 
and wrong may be treated apart from the hianifestation of 
them in the Scriptures. If it "we^e otherwise, how could 
men of perfectly different religions deal or reason wuth each 

* See Animal Mcchanicsf by Mr. Charles Bell, published by the 
Society for Useful Kuowledge. 
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other on moral subjects ? How could they regard rights and 
duties as subsisting between them ? To what common prin- 
ciples could they appeal in their differences? Even the 
Polytheists themselves, those worshippers of 

OoiIh partial, cliangaful, passionate, nnjiist, 

■Whose attributes arc rage, revenge, or lust, 

by a happy inconsistency are compelled, however irregularly 
and imperfectly, to ascribe some general enforcement of the 
moral code to their divinities. If there were no foundation 
for morality antecedent to revealed religion, we should want 
that important test of the conformity of a revelation to pure 
morality, by which its claim to a divine origin is to be tried. 
The internal evidence ol‘ religion necessarily presupposes such 
a standard. The Christian contrasts the precepts of the Koran 
with the pure and benevolent morality of the Gospel. The 
Mahometan claims, with justice, a superiority over the Hindoo, 
inasmuch as the Mussulman religion inculcates tlie moral 
perfection of one Supreme Ruler of the world. The ceremonial 
and exclusive character of Judaism has ever been regarded as 
an indication that it was intended to pave the way for a 
universal religion — a morality seated in tlie heart, and a 
wt)rship of sublim(3 simplicity. These discussions would be 
impossible unless morality w^ere previously proved or granted 
to exist. Though the science of Ethics is thus far independent, 
it by no means follows that there is any equality, or that there 
may not bo the utmost inequality, in the moral tendency of 
religious systems. The most ample scope is still left for the 
zeal and activity of those who seek to spread important truth. 
But it is absolutely essential to ethical science that it should 
contain ])rinciples, the jwithority of which must be recognised 
by men of every conceivable variety of religious opinion. 

The peculiarities of Paley’s mind are discoverable in the 
comparison, or rather contrast, between the practical chapter 
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on Happiness, and the philosophical portion of the chapter on 
Virtue. “ Virtue is the doing good to mankind, in obedience 
to the will of God, and for the sake of everlasting happiness.*^* 
It is not j)erhaps very important to observe, that tliese words, 
which he oilers as “a definition,” ought in propriety to have 
been called a proposition ; but it is much more necessary to 
say, that tliey contain a fiilse account of virtue. According to 
this doctrine, every action not done for fhe sake of the agent’s 
happiness is vicious. Now, it is plain, that an act cannot bo 
said to be done for the sake of anything wliich is not jn’esent 
to the mind of the agent at the moment of action. It is a 
contradiction in terms to allirm that a man acts for the sake 
of any object, of wliich, however it may be the necessary con- 
scrjuence of Ins act, he is not at the time fully aware. The 
unf U con.se(niences of his act can no more inliuence his will 
than its unknoim cons(*qucnces. Nay, furthiT, a man is only 
with any proju’iety said to act for the sake of his chief obji^ct; 
nor can he with entire correctness bo said to act for the sake 
of anything but his sole object. So that it is a necessary 
consequence of Paloy’s projiosition, that every act which Hows 
from generosity or benevolence is a vice. So also of every 
act of obcflience to the will of God, if it arises from any motive 
but a de’sini of the reward which he wiJl bestow. Any act of 
obedience influenced by gi’atitude and affection, and veneration 
towards supreme benevolence and perftiction, is so far iin])er- 
fect ; and if it arises solely from these motives it liecoines a 
vice. It must bo owned that this excellent and most 
enlightened man has laid the foundations of religion and 
virtue in a more intense and exclusive selfishness than was 
avowed by the Catholic enemies of Pension, when they per- 
secuted him for his doctrine of a pure and disinterested love 
of God. 

In another province, of a very subordinate kind, the dis- 

f 

* Paley, book i. chap. vii. 
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position of Paley to limit his principles to his own time and 
country, and to look at them merely as far as they are calcu- 
lated to amend prevalent vices and errors, betrayed him into 
narrow and false views. His chapter on what he calls the 
Law of HonmiT is unjust, even in its own small sphere, 
because it supposes honour to allow what it does not forbid ; 
though the truth be, that the vices enumerated by liim arc 
only not forldddon by honour, because they are not within its 
3 urisdiction. lie considers it as “ a system of rules constructed 
by people of fashion;’’ — a confused and transient mode of 
expression, which may be understood witli difficulty by our 
posterity, and which cannot now bo exactly rendered perhaps 
in any other language. 

The subject, however, thus narrow’ed and lowered, is 
neither unimportant in practice, nor unworthy of the consider- 
ation of the moral philosopher. Though all mankind honour 
virtue and despise vice, tlie degree of respect or contempt is 
often far from being proportioned to the j)lace wliich virtues 
and vices occupy in a just system of Ethics. "Wherever 
higher honour is bestowed on one moml quality than on 
others of equal or greater moral value, what is called, a point 
of honour may be said to exist. It is singular that so shrewd 
an observer as Paley shoidd not have observed a law of honour 
far more permanent than that which attracted his notice in 
the feelings of Europe respecting the Kjonduct of men and 
women. Cowardice is not so immoral as cruelty, nor indeed 
so detestable, but it is more despicable and disgraceful. The 
feinale point of honour forbids indeed a great vice, but one 
not so great as many others by which it is not violated. It 
is easy enough ta see, that where we are strongly prompted 
to a virtue by a natural ^impulse, we love the man who is 
constantly actuated by the amiable sentiment, but wo do not 
consider that which is done without difficulty as requiring or 
deserving admiration and distinction. The kind affections are 
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their own rich reward, and they are the object of affection to 
others. To encourage kindness by praise would bo to insult 
it, besides its effect in producing counterfeits. It is for the 
conquest of fear, it would be still more for the conquest of 
resentment, if that wore not, wliercver it is real, the c(*.ssatiou 
of a state of mental agony, that the applause of mankind is 
reserved. Observations of a similar nature will easily occur 
to every reader respecting the point of honour in tlic other 
sex. The conquest of natural frailties, especially in a case of 
far more importance to mankind than is at first sight obvious, 
is well distinguished as an object of honour, and the contrary 
vice is punished h}' shame. Honour is not wjLsted on those 
who abstain from acta which arc punished by the law. These 
acts may be avoidcnl without a j)ure motive. Wherever a 
virtue is easily jierformed by good men — wherever it is its 
nature to be attended ]>y delight — where. ver its outward ol)serv- 
anee is so iieccssary to society as to be enforced by punishment 
— it is not the jiroper object of honour. Honour and shame, 
therefore, may Ik 3 reasonably disj)cnsed, without being strictly 
proportiomal to the intrinsic morality of actions, if th(i ine- 
quality of their distiibutioii contributes to the general equipoise 
of the whole mond system. 

A wide disproportion, however, or, indeed any dispropor- 
tion not justifiable on moral grounds, would be a de])ravation 
of the moral principle. Duelling is among us a disputed case, 
though the improvement of manners has rendered it so much 
more infrequent, that it is likely in time to lose its support 
from opinion. Those who excuse individuals for yicilding to 
a false point of honour, as in the suicides of the Greeks *and 
Homans, may consistently blame the faqlty principle, and 
rejoice in its destruction. The shame fixed on a Hindoo 
widow of rank who voluntarily survives her husband is 
regarded by all other nations w’ith horror. 

There is room for Jjreat praise and some blame in other 
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parts of Paley’s works. His political opinions were those 
generally adopted by moderate Whigs in his own age. His 
language on the Revolution of 1688 may be very advantage- 
ously compared, both in precision and in generous boldness,* 
to that of Blackstone, a great master of classical and harmoni- 
ous composition, but a feeble reasoner and a confused thinker, 
whose writings are not exempt from the taint of slavishness. 

It cannot be denied that Paley was sometimes rather a 
lax moralist, especially on public duties. It is a sin which 
easily besets men of strong good sense, little enthusiasm, and 
much experience. They are naturally led to lower their 
precepts to the level of their expectations. They see that 
higher pretensions often produce less good, to say nothing of 
the hypocrisy, extravagance, and turbulence, to which they 
lend some colour. As those who claim more from men often 
gain less, it is natural for more sober and milder casuists to 
present a more accessible virtue to their followers. It was 
thus that the Jesuits began, till, strongly tempted by their 
perilous station as the moral guides of the powerful, some of 
them by degrees fell into that absolute licentiousness for 
which all, not without injustice, have been cruelly immor- 
talised by Pascal. Indulgence, which is a great virtue in 
judgment concerning fhe actions of others, is too apt, when 
blended in the same system with the precepts of morality, to 
be received as a license for our own offences. Accommoda- 
tion, without which society would be painful, and arduous 
affairs would become impracticable, is more safely imbibed 

* “ GovcrriTticnl may he too secure. The greatest tyrants have been 
thole whose titles were tlie most uiKiuestioned. ‘Wlienever, therefore, 
the opinion of right becomes too predominant and superstitions it is 
dbcUed try breaking tlte mstoin. Thus the Revolution broke the custom 
of succession, and thereby moderated, both in the prince and in the 
people, those lofty notions of hereditary right, which in the one were 
become a continual incentive to tyranny, and disposed the other to 
invite servitude, by undue compliances aijd dangerous concessions.’* 
(Paley, book vi. chap, ii.) 



PALEY — ^BENTIIAM. 


187 


from temper and experience, than taught in early and sys- 
tematic instruction. The middle region between laxity and 
rigour is hard to he fixed, and it is still harder steadily to 
remain within its boundaries. Whatever may be thought of 
Paley’s observations on political influence and ecclesiastical 
subscription, as temperaments and mitigations which may 
preserve us from harsh judgment, they are assuredly not well 
qualified to form a part of that discipline which ought to 
breathe into the opening souls of youth, at the critical period 
of the formation of character, those inestimable virtues of 
sincerity, of integrity, of independence, which will even guide 
them more safely through life than mere prudence, while 
they provide an inward fountain of pure delight, immeasur- 
ably more abundant than all the outward sources of precari- 
ous and perishable pleasure. 

JEREMY BENTHAM. 

Bom 1748. 

The general scheme of this Dissertation would be a sufficient 
reason for omitting the name of a living writer.* The devoted 
attachment and invincible repugnance which an impartial 
estimate of Mr. Bent ham has to encojinter on either side, are 
a strong inducement not to deviate from that scheme in his 
case. But the most brief sketch of ethical controversy in 
England would be imperfect without it; and perhaps the 
utter hopelessness of any expedient for satisfying his followers, 
or softening his opponents, may enable a writer to look 
steadily and solely at what he believes to be the dictates of 
truth and justice. He who has spoken of former philosophers 
with unreserved freedom, ought perhaps to subject his courage 
and honesty to the severest test by an attempt to characterise 
such a contemporary. Should the very few who are at once 
* Since dead, 1832. 



188 


MODERN ETHICS : 


enlightened and imhiassed be of opinion that his firmness 
and equity have stood this trial, they will he the more dis- 
posed to trust his fairness where the exercise of that quality 
is more easy. 

The disciples of Mr. Bentham are more like the hearers 
of an Athenian philosopher than the pupils of a modern 
professor, or the cool proselytes of a modem writer. They 
are in general men of competent age, of superior understand- 
ing, who voluntarily embrace the laborious study of useful 
and noble sciences ; who derive their opinions not so much 
from the cold perusal of his writings as from familiar con- 
verse with a master from ivhose lips these opinions arc recom- 
mended by simplicity, disinterestedness, originality, and viva- 
city ; aided rather than impeded by foibles not unamiable, 
enforced of late by the growing authority of years and of 
fame, and at all times strengthened by that undoubting 
reliance on his own judgment which mightily increases tlio 
ascendant of such a man over those who approach him. As 
he and they deserve the credit of braving vulgar prejudices, 
so they must be content to incur the imputation of falling 
into the neighbouring vices of seeking distinction by singu- 
larity ; of clinging to opinions because they are obnoxious ; 
of wantonly wounding the most respectable feelings of man- 
kind ; of regarding an immense display of method and nomen- 
clature as a sure token of a corresponding increase of know- 
ledge ; and of considering themselves as a chosen few, whom 
an initiation into the most secret mysteries of philosophy 
entitles to look down with pity, if not contempt, on the 
profane multitude. Viewed with aversion or dread by the 
public, they become more bound to each other and to their 
master ; while they are provoked into the use of language 
which more and more exasperates opposition to them. A 
hermit in the greatest of cities, seeing only his disciples, and 
indignant that systems of government and law which he 
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believes to be perfect are disregarded at once by the many 
and the powerful, Mr. Bentham has at length been betrayed 
into the most unphilosophical hypothesis, that all the ruling 
bodies who guide the community have conspired to stifle 
and defeat his discoveries. He is too little acquainted with 
doubts to believe the honest doubts of others, and he is 
too angry to make allowance for their prejudices and habits. 
He has embniced the most extreme party in practical politics ; 
manifesting more dislike and contempt towards those who are 
more moderate supporters of popular principles than towards 
their most inflexible opponents. To the unpopularity of his 
philosophical and political doctrines he has added the more 
general and lasting obloquy which arises from an unseemly 
treatment of doctrines and principles, which, if there were no 
other motives for reverential deference, oven a regard to the 
feelings of tlie best men requires to bo approached with 
decorum and respect. • 

In the year 1776 occurred the publication of Mr. Ben- 
tham^s first work, A Fragment on Government — a consider- 
able octavo volume, employed in the examination of a short 
paragraph of Blackstone — unmatched in acute hypercriti- 
cism, but conducted with a severity which leads to an unjust 
estimate of the writer criticised, till the like experiment be 
repeated on other writings. It was a waste of extraordinary 
power to employ it in pointing out flaws and patches in the 
robe occasionally stolen from the philosophical schools, which 
hung loosely and unbecomingly on the elegant commentator. 
This volume, and especially the preface, abounds in ^ne, 
original, and just observation ; it contains the germs of most 
of his subsequent productions, and it is an early example of 
that disregard for the method, proportions, and occasion of a 
writing which, with all common readers, deeply affects its 
power of interesting or instructing. Two years after, he 
published a most excellent tract on The Hard Labour Bill^ 
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which, concurring with the spirit excited by Howard’s in- 
quiries, laid the foundation of just reasoning on Eeformatory 
Punishment. The Letters on Umry* are perhaps the best 
specimen of the exhaustive discussion of a moral or political 
question, leaving no objection, however feeble, unanswered, 
and no difficulty, however small, unexplained ; remarkable 
also for the clearness and spirit of the style, for the full 
exposition wliich suits them to all intelligent readers, for the 
tender and skilful hand with which prejudice is touched, and 
for the urbanity of his admirable apology for projectors, 
addressed to Dr. Smith, whose temper and manner he seems 
for a time to have imbibed. The Introduction to the Prin- 
ciples of Morals and Politics, printed before the Letters, but 
published after them, was the first sketch of his system, and 
is still the only account of it by himself. 

The great merit of this work, and of his other writings in 
relation to Jurisprudence properly so called, is not within 

* They were addressed to >Ir. George Wilson, who retired from the 
English bar to his native country, and died at Edinburgh in 1816 ; an 
early friend of Mr. Benthani, and afterwai'ds an intimate friend of Lord 
Ellenborough, Sir Vicary Gibbs, and of all tlie most eminent of his 
professional contemporaries. The rectitude of judgment, purity of 
heart, elevation of honour, the sternness only in inttgrity, the scorn of 
baseness, and indulgence towards weakness, which were joined in him 
with a gravity exclusive neither of feeding nor of pleasantrj", contributed 
still more than his abilities and attainments of various sorts to a moral 
authority with his friends, and in liis profession, which few men more 
amply possessed, or more usefully exercised. The same character, 
somewhat softened, and the same inlluence, distinguished his closest 
friend, the late Mr. Lens. Both were inflexible and incorruptible friends 
of civil and religious liberty, and both knew how to reconcile the 
warmest zeal for that sacred cause, with a charity towards their oppo- 
nents, which partisans, oftt*n more violent tlian steady, treated as luke- 
warm. The present writer hopes that the good-natured reader will 
excuse him for having thus, perhaps unseasonably, bestowed heartfelt 
commendation on those who were above the pursuit of praise, and the 
remembrance of whose good opinion and gootVwill helps to support him 
under a deep sense of faults and vices. 
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onr present scope. To the Eoman jurists belongs the praise 
of having allotted a separate portion of their digest to the 
signification of the words of most frequent use in law and 
legal discussion.* Benthani not only first perceived and 
taught the great value of an introductory section, composed 
of definitions of general terms, as subservient to brevity and 
precision in every part of a code, but he also discovered the 
unspeakable importance of natural arrangement in juris- 
prudence, by rendering the mere place of a proposed law in 
such an arrangement a short and easy test of the fitness of 
the proposal.t But here he does not distinguish between the 
value of arrangement as scatfolding, and the inferior conveni- 
ence of its being the very framework of the structure. Mr. 
Bentham, indeed, is much more remarkable for laying down 
desirable rules for the determination of rights, and the punish- 
ment of wrongs, in general, than for weighing the various 
circumstances which require them to be modified in difierent* 
countries and times, in order to render them either more 
useful, more easily introduced, more generally respected, or 
more certainly executed. The art of legislation consists in 
thus applying the principles of jurisprudence to the situation, 

* Digest, lib. 1. tit. 16. Be Verhonim Siqjvifijeatione. 

+ See a beautiful article ou Codification, in the Edinburgh Eeview, 
vol. xxix. p. 217. It needs no longer be concealed that it was contri- 
buted by Sir Samuel Roniilly. Tlie steadiness with which he held the 
balance in weighing the merits of his friend against his unfortunate de- 
fects, is an example of his union of the most commanding moral prin- 
ciple with a sensibility so warm, that, if it had been released from that 
stem authority, it would not so long have endured the coarseness jjnd 
roughness of human concerns. From the tenderness of his feelings, 
and from an anger never roused but by cruelty ancj baseness, as much 
as from his genius and his pure taste, sprung that original and charac- 
teristic eloquence, which was the hope of the afflicted as well as the 
terror of the oppressor. If his oratory had not flowed so largely from 
this moral source, which years do not dry up, he would not perhaps 
have been the only example of an orator who, after the age of sixty, 
daily increased in polish, in vigour, and in splendour. 
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wants, interests, feelings, opinions, and habits of each distinct 
community at any given time. It bears the same relation to 
jurisprudence which the mechanical arts bear to pure mathe- 
matics. Many of these considerations serve to show that the 
sudden establishment of new codes can seldom be practicable 
or effectual for their purpose ; and that reformations, though 
founded on the principles of jurisprudence, ought to be not 
only adapted to the peculiar interests of a people, but en- 
grafted on their previous usages, and brought into haimony 
with those national dispositions on which the execution of 
laws depends.* The Eomans, under Justinian, adopted at 
least the true principle, if they did not apply it with sufficient 
freedom and boldness. They considered the multitude of 
occasional laws, and the still greater mass of usages, opinions, 
and determinations, as the materials of legislation, not pre- 
cluding, but demanding a systematic arrangement of the whole 
“by the supreme authority. Had the arrangement been more 
sci(;ntific, had there been a bolder examination and a more 
free reform of many particular branches, a model would have 
been offered for liberal imitation by modem lawgivers. It 
cannot be denied, without injustice and ingratitude, that Mr. 
llentham has done more than any other writer to rouse the 
spirit of juridical reformation, which is now gradually examin- 
ing every part of law, and, when further progress is facili- 
tated by digesting the present laws, will doubtless proceed to 
the improvement of all. Greater praise it is given to few to 
earn. It ought to satisfy Mr. Bentham, for tlie disappoint- 
ment of hopes which were not reasonable, that Eussia should 
receive a code from him, or that North America could be 
brought to renounce the variety of her laws and institutions, 

* An excellent Tnediuin between those w’ho absolutely require new 
codes, and those who obstinately adhere to ancient usages, has been 
pointed out by M. Meyer, in his most justly celebrated work, histihitions 
Jitdiciaircs dcs Pri^icipaTix Pays de V Europe, tome L Introduction, pp. 
8, 9. La Haye et Amst. 1819*23, 6 vols. Svo. 
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on the single authority of a foreign philosopher, whose opinions 
had not worked their way either into legislation or into general 
reception in his own country. It ought also to di8j)ose liis 
followers to do fuller justice to the Komillys and Broughams, 
without whose prudence and energy, as well as reason and 
eloquence, the best plans of reformation must have continued 
a dead letter — for whose sake it might have been fit to recon- 
sider the obloquy heaped on their profession, and to sliow 
more general indulgence to all those whoso chief ollence 
seems to consist in tlieir doubts whether sudden changes, 
almost always imposed by violence on a community, bo the 
surest road to lasting improvement. 

It is unfortunate that Ethical Theory, with which wo are 
now chiefly concerned, is not the province in which Mr. 
Bentliam has reachcMl the most desirable distinction. It may 
be remarked, both in ancient and in modern times, tliat what- 
ever modifications prudent followers may introduce into the* 
system of an innovator, the. princij)les of the Master continue 
to mould the habitual dis])ositions, and to influence the 
practical tendency, of the School. !Mr. Bentliam jireaches 
the principle of utility with the zeal of a discoverer. Occupied 
more in reflection than in reading, he knew not, or forgot, 
how often it had been the basis, and how.generally an essential 
part, of moral systems.* That in which lie really dilfers from 
others, is in the necessity which he teaches, and the example 
which he sets, of constantly bringing that principle before us. 
This peculiarity appears to us to bo his radical error. In an 
attempt of which the constitution of human nature forbids 
the success, he seems to us to have been led into fundamental 
errors in moral theory, and to have given -to his practical 
doctrine a dangerous taint. 

The confusion of moral approhalion with the moral 
qualities which are its objects, common to Mr. Bentham with 

* See Notes and Illustrations, Note V. 

. O 
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many other philosophers, is much more uniform and pro- 
minent in him than in most others. This general error, 
already mentioned at the opening of this volume, has led 
him more than others to assume, that because the principle 
of utility forms a necessary part of every moral theory, it 
ought therefore to be the chief motive of human conduct. 
Now it is evident that this assumption, rather tacitly than 
avowedly made, is wholly gratuitous. No practical conclusion 
can bo deduced from the luinciple, but that we ought to culti- 
vate those habitual dispositions which are the most effectual 
motives to useful actions. But before a regard to our own 
interest, or a desire to i)romote the welfare of men in general, 
bo allowed to bo the exclusive, or even the chief regulators 
of human conduct, it must be shown that they are the most 
effectual motives to sucli useful actions. It is demonstrated 
by experience that they arc not. It is even owned by the 
,most ingenious writers of Mr. Bentharn's school, that desires 
which arc pointed to general and distant objects, although 
they have their proper place and their due value, are com- 
monly very faint and ineffectual inducements to action. A 
theory founded on utility, therefore, rec^uircs that we should 
cultivate, as excitements to j)ractice, those other habitual 
dispositions which we know by experience to be generally 
the source of actions beneficial to ourselves and our fellows ; 
habits of feeling, productive of habits of virtuous conduct, and 
in their turns strengthened by the reaction of these last. 
■What is the result of experience on the choice of the objects 
of moral culture ? Beyond all dispute, that we should labour 
to attain that state of mind in which all the social affections 
arc felt with the. utmost warmth, giving birth to more com- 
prehensive benevolence, but not supplanted by it ; wlien the 
moral sentiments most strongly approve what is right and 
good, without being perplexed by a calculation of consequences, 
though not incapable of being gradually rectified by reason, 
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whenever they are decisively proved by experience not to 
correspond in some of their parts to the universal and per- 
petual effects of conduct. It is a false representation of 
human nature to affirm that “ courage ” is only “ prudence.” * 
They coincide in their effects, and it is alwa^'s prudent to bo 
courageous. But a man who fights bccaiu^ti ho thinks it more 
hazardous to yield, is not brave. He does not become brave 
till he feels cowardice to be base and jiainful, and till he is no 
longer in need of any aid from prudeme. Even if it were 
the intm^d of every man to be bold, it is clear that so cold a 
consideration cannot prc'vail over the fear of danger. Where 
. it seems to do so, it must be by the unseen power either of 
* the fear of shame, or of some other powerful passion, to which 
it lends its name. It was long ago, with striking justice, 
observed by Aristotle, that he who abstains from present 
gratification, under a distinct apjirehension of its painful 
consequences, is only jivadrnty and that he must acquire a • 
disrelish for excess on its own account, before lie dcsi*rves the 
name of a temperate man. It is only wlum the nutans are 
firmly and unalterably converted into ends, that the jirocess 
of fonning the mind is conqdijted. Courage may then seek, 
instead of avoiding danger. Temperance may j>refer abstemi- 
ousness to indulgence. I’rudence itself ufliy choose an orderly 
government of conduct, according to certain rules, without 
regard to the degree in which it jiromotes welfare. Benevo- 
lence must desire the happiiuiss of others, to the exclusion of 
the consideration how far it is connected with that of the 

• 

* Mr. Mill's Arudifsiit of ilie llwmm Mind^ vol. ii. p. 237. It wouM 
he unjust not to say that this book, ]»artly perhaps ffom a larg(*r adoj)- 
tion of the principles of Hartley, holds out fairer opportunities of nego- 
tiation with natunil feedings and the doctrines of fomicr philosojdjcrs, 
than any other production of the same sch<M>l. Hut this very asseilion 
about courage clearly shows at least a forgetfulness that couragcj, even 
if it were the offspring of pfudence, would not for that reason he a 
species of it. 
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benevolent agent ; and those alone can be accounted just who 
obey the dictates of justice from having thoroughly learned 
an habitual veneration for its strict rules and for its larger 
precepts. In that complete state the mind possesses no power 
of dissolving the combinations of thought and feeling which 
impel it to action. Nothing in this argument turns on the 
difference between implanted and acquired principles. As no 
man can cease, by any act of his, to see distance, though the 
power of seeing it be universally acknowledged to be an 
acquisition ; so no man has the power to extinguish the 
affections and the moral sentiments, however much they may 
bo thought to be acquired, any more tlian that of eradicating 
the bodily appetites. The best writers of Mr. Eentham’s 
school overlook the indissolubility of these associations, and 
appear not to bear in mind that their strength and rapid action 
constitute the perfect state of a moral agent. 

The pursuit of our owm general welfare, or of that of man- 
kind at large, though from their vagueness and coldness they 
are unfit habitual motives and unsafe ordinary guides of 
conduct, yet x)erform functions of essential importance in the 
moral system. The former, which wo call self-love, preserves 
the balance of all the active principles w^hich regard ourselves 
ultimately, and contributes to subject them to the autliority 
of the moral principles,* The latter, which is general bene- 
volence, regulates in like manner the eciuipoise of the narrower 
affections ; quickens the languid, and checks the encroaching ; 
borrows strength from pity, and even from indignation; 
receives some compensation, as it enlarges, in the addition of 
beauty and grandeur, for the weakness which arises from dis- 
persion ; enables us to look on all men as brethren, and 
overflows on every sentient being. The general interest of 
mankind in truth almost solely affects us through the affec- 
tions of benevolence and sympathy; for the coincidence of 
* See Notes and Illustrations, Note W. 
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general with individual interest, even where it is certain, is 
too dimly seen to produce any emotion w^hich can impel to or 
restrain from action. As a general truth, its value consists 
in its completing the triumph of morality, by demonstrating 
the absolute iiniiossibility of forming any theory of human 
nature which does not preserve tlie superiority of virtue over 
vice ; a great, though not a directly practical advantage. 

The followers of Mr. Bentham have carried to an unusual 
extent the prevalent fault of the more modern advocates of 
utility, who have dwelt so exclusively on the outward advan- 
tages of virtue as to have lost sight of the delight wliich is a 
part of virtuous feeding, and of the beneficial inHuence of good 
actions upon the fraiiic of the mind. “ Benevolence towards 
others,” says Mr. !Mill, “produces a return of benevolence 
from them.”* The fact is true, and ought to be stated. But 
how unimportant is it in comparison with that which is passed 
over in silence, the pleasure of the afiection itself, which if it^ 
could bocoine lasting and intense, would convert the heart 
into a heaven ! No one who has ever felt kindness, if he 
could accurately recall his feelings, could hesitate about their 
infinite superiority. The cause of the general neglect of this 
consideration is, that it is only when a gratification is some- 
thing distinct from a state of mind, that wo can easily learn 
to consider it as a pleasure. Hence the great error respecting 
the affections, where the inherent delight is not duly estimated, 
on account of that very peculiarity of being a part of a state 
of mind, which renders it unspeakably more valuable as 
independent of every thing without. The social affections 
are the only principles of human nature which have no direct 
pains. To have any of these desires is to be in a state of 
happiness, llie malevolent passions have properly no j)lca- 
sures ; for that attainment of their purpose which is impro- 
perly so called, consists o\^ly in healing or assuaging the torture 
* Atmlysis of the Ilwman vol. ii. 
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which envy, jealousy, and malice, inflict on the malignant 
mind. It miglit with as much propriety be said that the 
toothache and the stone have pleasures, because their removal 
is followed by an agreeable feeling. These hoddy disorders, 
indeed, are often cured by the process which removes the 
suffering ; but the mental distempers of envy and revenge 
are nourished by every act of odious indulgence which for a 
moment sus2)eiids their pain. 

The same observation is applicable to every virtuous dis- 
position, though not so obviously as to the benevolent affec- 
tions. That a brave man is, on the whole, far less exposed 
to danger than a coward, is not the chief advantage of a 
courageous temper. Great dangers are rare ; but the constant 
absence of such painful and mortifying sensations as those of 
fear, and the steady consciousness of superiority to what 
subdues ordinary men, are the perpetual source of inward 
enjoyment. No man who has ever been visited by a gleam 
of magnanimity can place any outward advantage of fortitude 
in comparison with the feeling of being always able fearlessly 
to defend a righteous cause.* Even lIumllHy, in spite of 
first appearances, is a remarkable example. It has of late 
been unwarrantably used to signify that painful consciousness 
of inferiority which is the first stage of envy.t It is a term 
consecrated in Christian ethics to denote that disposition 
which, by inclining towards a modest estimate of our qualities, 
corrects tln^ ])re.valent tendency of human nature to overvalue 
our merits and to overrate our claims. AYhat can be a less 

, * According to Cicero’s definition of fortitude, “ Virtus pmjvans 
pro trquifo/c” Tin' remains of the origimil sense of Virhis, Manhood, 
give a Iwtiuty ami force tt> these cxja’cssions ^vllieh e-annot ho preserved 
in our language. 1’he Greek Aperri^ and the Genn.m 2'ufjcnd, originally 
denoted JStnngthf afterwards Courage, and at last Virtue. But the 
happy derivation of Virtus fnnii /’/r gives an energy to the phrase of 
Cicero, which illustrates the use of etymology in tlui hands of a skilful 
W'riter. 

t Mr. Mill’s Analysis of the Human Mind, vol. ii. p. 222. 
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doutful or a much more considerable blessing than this con- 
stant sedative, which soothes and composes the irritable 
passions of vanity and pride? What is more conducive to 
lasting peace of mind than the consciousness of profuriency 
in that most delicate species of equity which, in the secret 
tribunal of conscience, labours to be impartial in the com- 
parison of ourselves wuth others? What can so perfectly 
assure us of the purity of our moral sense, as the habit of 
contemplating, not that excellence which we have reached, 
but that wliicih is still to be pursued ; * of not considering 
how far we may outrun others, but how far we are from the 
goal ? 

Virtue has often outward advantages, and always inward 
deliglits ; but the second, thougli constant, strong, ina(jcessil)le, 
and inviolable, arc not easily c()nsider(*d by the common 
observer as apart Irom the virtue with which they an*, bhuuled. 
They are. so subtile and e-van(‘sceni as to esca])C tlie distinoi 
contemplation of all but the very hivv wbo mcHlitate on the 
acts of mind. Tlic outward advantages, on the other hand, 
cold, uncertain, depeiid(‘-nt, anil pn^carious as ilii‘y are., yet 
stand out to the sense and to the memory, may be bandhid 
and counted, and arc i)erfe,ctly on a level with the general 
apprehension. Hence tlu^y have become the almost exclusive 
theme of all moralists who profess to follow reason. There is 
room for suspecting that a very general illusion jmivails on 
this subject. ITobably the smallest j)art of the pleasure of 
virtue, because it is the most palpable, has hecoiiio the sign 
and mental representative of tlie wliole. The outward and 
visible sign suggests insensibly the inward and mental delight. 
Those who display the external benefits of •magnanimity and 
kindness, would speak with far less fervour, and perhaps less 
confidence, if their feelings were not unconsciously affected by 

* For a description of •vanity by a great orator, see tlie Kev. R. 
Hall’s Sermon an Modem Infidelity. 
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the mental state which they overlook in their statements, 
though they feel some part of it when they write or speak on 
it. When they speak of what is without^ they feel what was 
toithin, and their words excite the same feeling in 'others. 

Is it not probable that much of our love of praise may be 
thus ascribed to humane and sociable pleasure in the sympathy 
of others with us] Praise is the symbol which represents 
sympathy, and which the mind insensibly substitutes for it 
in recollection and in language. Does not the desire of 
posthumous fame, in like manner, manifest an ambition for 
the fellow-feeling of our race, when it is perfectly unproductive 
of any advantage to ourselves ] In this point of view it may 
be considered as the passion of which the very existence 
proves the mighty power of disinterested desire. Every other 
pleasure from sympathy is confined to the men who are now 
alive. The love of fame alone seeks the sympathy of unborn 
'generations, and stretches the chain which binds the race of 
man together, to an extent to which hope sets no bounds. 
There is a noble, even if unconscious, union of morality with 
genius in the mind of him who sympathises with the masters 
who lived twenty centuries before him, in order that he may 
learn to command the sympathies of the countless generations 
who are to come. 

In the most familiar, as well as in the highest instances, 
it would seem that the inmost thoughts and sentiments of 
men are more pure than their language. Those who speak of 

regard to character,” if they be serious, generally infuse 
into that w^ord, unawares, a large portion of that sense in which 
it denotes the frame of the mind. Those who speak of 
“ honour” very often mean a more refined and delicate sort of 
conscience, which ought to render the more educated classes 
of society alive to such smaller wrongs as the laborious and 
the ignorant can scarcely feel. Wha^ heart does not warm at 
the noble exclamation of the ancient poet : “ Who is pleased 
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by fcJse honour, or frightened by lying infamy, but ho who is 
false and depraved ! ” Every uncorruptod mind feels unmerited 
praise as a bitter reproach, and regards a consciousness of de- 
merit as a drop of poison in the cup of honour. How differ- 
ent is the apjdause which truly delights us all, a proof that 
the consciences of otliers are in harmony with our own ! 
"What,” says Cicero, "is glory but the concurring praise of 
the good, the unbought approbation of those who judge aright 
of excellent virtue]” A far greater than Cicero rises from 
the purest praise of man, to more sublime contemplations. 

FariK*. is no ]iliint that grows on mortal soil, 

P>nt lives and s]»reads aloft, by those pure eyes 

And j)erfect witness of all-judging Jove. 

Those who have most inculcated the doctrine of utility 
have given another notable example of the v(^ry vulgar pre- 
judice which treats the unseen as insignificant. Tucker is 
the only one of them who occasionally considers that mo^ 
important effect of human conduct which consists in its action 
on the frame of the mind, by fitting its faculties and sensibili- 
ties for their aiipointed purpose. A razor or a penknife would 
well enough cut cloth or meat ; but if they were often so 
used, they would be entirely spoiled. The same sort of 
observation is much more strongly ia[)plicable to habitual 
dispositions, which, if they he spoiled, we have no certain 
means of replacing or mending. Whatever act, therefore, 
discomposes the moral machinery of mind, is more injurious 
to the welfare of the agent than most disasters from without 
can he, for the latter are commonly limited and temporary ; 
the evil of the former spreads through the whole of life. 
Health of mind as well as of body is not only productive in 
itself of a greater sum of enjoyment than arises from other 
sources, hut it is the only condition of our frame in wliich we 
are capable of receiving pleasure from without. Hence it 
appears how incredibly absurd it is to prefer, on grounds of 
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calculation, a i)Tesent interest to the preservation of those 
mental habits on which our well-being depends. When they 
are most moral, they may often prevent us from obtaining 
advantages. It would be as absurd to desire to lower them 
for that reason, as it would be to weaken the body, lest its 
strength should render it more liable to contagious disorders 
of rare occurrence. 

It is, on the other hand, impossible to combine the benefit 
of the general habit with the advantages of occasional devia- 
tion ; for every such deviation either produces remorse, or 
weakens the habit, and prepares the way for its gi’adual 
destruction. He who obtains a fortune by the undetected 
forgery of a will may indeed be honest in his other acts ; but 
if he had such a scorn of fraud before as he must himself 
allow to bo geiKirally useful, he must suffer a severe punish- 
ment from contrition ; and lie will be haunted with the fears 

one who has lost his own security for his good conduct. 
In all cases, if they be well examined, his loss by the distemper 
of his mental frame will outweigh the profits of liis vice. 

Ily re])eating the like observation on similar occasions, it 
will be nuinifest that the infirmity of recollection, aggravated 
by the defects of language, gives an appearance of more 
stilfishness to imui than truly belongs to his nature ; and 
that the elfi'.ct of active agents ui)on the habitual state of 
mind, one of the considerations to 'which the epithet “ senti- 
mental '' has of late been applied in derision, is really among 
the most serious and reasonable objects of moral philosophy. 
W'hen the internal pleasures and pains which accompany 
good and bad feelings, or rather form a part of them, and the 
internal advantagcis and disadvantages which follow good and 
bad actions, are sufficiently considered, the comparative im- 
portance of outward cnnsequcncos will be more and more 
narrowed ; so that the Stoical philosopher may be thought 
almost excusable for rejecting it altogether, were it not an 



BENTHAM. 


203 


indispensably necessary consideration for those in whom right 
habits of feeling are not sufficiently strong. They alone are 
happy, or even truly virtuous, who have little need of it. 

The latter moralists who adopt the principle of utility, 
have so misjilarad it, that in their hands it has as great a 
tendency as any theoretical error can have to lessen the 
intrinsic pleasure of virtue, and to unfit our habitual feelings 
for being the most eflectual inducements to good conduct. 
This is the natural tendency of a discijdine which brings 
utility too closely and fretiuently into contact with action. 
By this habit, in its best state, an essentially weaker motive 
is gradually substituted for others which must always be of 
more force. The froqueut appeal to utility as the standard 
of action tends to introduce an unccjrtainty with l*(^sJ)(^ct to 
the conduct of other men, which wcudd render all intercourse 
insupportable. It afl’ords also so fair a disguise-^ for sellish 
and malignant j>assions, as ofbm to hide tb(‘ir natun*. friyn 
him who is their pr(‘y. Some} taint of these mean and evil 
principles will at least creep in, and by their vemom give an 
animation not its own to the cold desire of utility. I'he 
moralists who take an active part in those affairs which often 
call out unaniiablc passions, ought to guard with peculiar 
watchfulness against suidi self-del usiojis. The sin that must 
most easily beset tliein, is that of sliding from gemiral to 
particular consequences — that of trying single actions instead 
of dispositions, habits, and rules, by the standard of utility — 
that of authorising too gi*eat a latitude for discretion and 
policy in moral conduct — that of readily allowing excci)tions 
to the most important rules — ^that of too lenient a censure of 
the use of doubtful means wlien tlie end {jcems to tliein good 
— find that of believing unphilosopliically, as well as danger- 
ously, tliat there can be any measure or scheme so useful to 
the world as the existence of men who would not do a base 
thing for any public advantage. It was said of Andrew 
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Fletcher, “he would lose his life to serve his country, but 
would not do a base thing to save it.” Let those preachers 
of utility who suppose that such a man sacrifices evds to 
means^ consider whether the scorn of baseness be not akin to 
the contempt of danger, and whether a nation composed of 
such men would not be. in vincible. But theoretical principles 
are counteracted by a thousand causes, which confine their 
mischief as well as circumscribe their benefits. Men are 
never so good or so bad as their opinions. All that can be 
with reason apprehended is, that they may always produce 
some part of their natural evil, and that the mischief will bo 
greatest among the many who seek excuses for these passions. 
Aristippus found in the Socratic representation of the union 
of virtue and happiness a pretext for sensuality ; and many 
Epicureans became voluptuaries in spite of the example of 
their master ; easily dropping by degrees the limitations by 
v'hich he guarded his doctrines. In proportion as a man 
accustoms himself to be influenced by the utility of particular 
acts, without regard to rules, he approaches to the casuistry 
of the Jesuits, and to the practical maxims of Caesar Borgia. 

Injury on this as on other occasions has been sulfered by 
Ethics, from its close affinity to Jnrispinidencc, The true 
and eminent merit of Mr. Bentham is that of a reformer of 
jurisprudence. He is only a moralist with a view to being 
a jurist ; and he sometimes becomes for a few hurried moments 
a metaphysician with a view to laying the foundation of both 
the moral sciences. Both he and his followers have treated 
Ethics too jimdicalhj. They do not seem to be aware, or at 
least they do not bear constantly in mind, that there is an 
essential difference in the subjects of these two sciences. 

The object of law is the prevention of actions injurious to 
the community. It considers the dispositions from which they 
flow only indirectly, to ascertain the likelihood of their re- 
currence, and thus to determine the necessity and the means 
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of preventing tliem. The direct object of Ethics is only 
mental disposition. It considers actions indirectly as the 
signs by which such dispositions are manifested. If it were 
possible for the mere moralist to see that a moral and amiable 
temper was the mental source of a bad action, he could not 
cease to approve and love the temper, as we sometimes presume 
to suppose may be true of the judgments of the Searcher of 
Hearts. Eeligion necessarily coincides with morality in this 
respect ; and it is tlie peculiar distinction of Christianity that 
it places the seat of virtue in the heart. Law and Ethics are 
necessarily so much blended, that in many intricate com- 
binations the distinction becomes obscure. But in all strong 
cases the difference is evident. Thus law punislies the most 
sincerely repentant ; but wherever th(5 soul of the penitent 
can be thought to be thoroughly purified, religion and morality 
receive him with open anus. 

It is needless, after these remarks, to observe*-, that thosie 
whose habitual contemplation is directed to the rules ol‘ a(‘<tion 
are likely to underrate the importance of feeling anddisj»osition ; 
an error of very unl'ortunate consecjuences, since the far great(*>r 
part of human actions How from these neglected sources ; 
while the law interposes only in cases which may Ixi called 
exceptions, which arc now rare, and ought to be less fn^quent. 

The coincidence of Mr. Bentham^s school with the ancient 
Epicureans in the disregard of the pleasures of taste and of 
the arts dependent on imagination, is a proof both of the 
inevitable adherence of much of the popular sense of the 
words “interest” and “pleasure,” to the same words in their 
philosophical acceptation, and of the pernicious inlluenco of 
narrowing “ utility” to mere visible and tangible objects, to 
the exclusion of those which form the larger part of human 
enjoyment. 

The meclianical philosophers who, under Descartes and 
Gassendi, began to reform Physics in the seventeenth century, 
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attempted to explain all the appearances of nature by an im- 
mediate reference to the figure of particles of matter impelling 
each other in various directions, and with unequal force, but 
in all other points alike. The communication of motion by 
impulse they conceived to be perfectly simple and intelligible. 
It never occurred to them, that the movement of one ball when 
another is driven against it, is a fact of which no explanation 
can be given which will amount to more than a statement of 
its constant occurrence. That no body can act where it is not, 
appeared to them as self-evident as that the whole is equal to 
all the parts. By this axiom they understood that no body 
moves another without touching it. They did imt perceive 
that it was only self-evident where it means that no body 
can ojctiohero it has not the power of act imj ; and that if it be 
understood more largely, it is a mere assumption of the pro- 
position on which their whole system rested. Sir Isaac 
Newton reformed Physics, not by simplifying that science, 
but by rendering it much more complicated. He introduced 
into it the force of attraction, of which he ascertained many 
laws, but which even he did not dare to represent as being as 
intelligible and as conceivably ultimate as impulsion itstilf. 
It was necessary for Laplace to introduce intermediate laws, 
and to calculate disturbing forces, before the phenomena of 
the heavenly bodies could be reconciled even to Hewton’s 
more complex theory.* In the present state of physical 
and chemical knowledge, a man who should attempt to refer 
all the immense variety of facts to the simple impulse of the 
Cartesians, would have no chance of serious confutation. 
Tlie number of laws augments with the progress of know- 
ledge. The speculations of the followers of Mr. Bentham are 

* [This does not describe accurately the offices of Newton and La- 
place in th(^ history of Jistrononiical theory. Laplace did not introduce 
new intcmiediate laws or disturbing forces, but only new modes of cal- 
cuJating the effect of the laws and disturbing forces which Newton had 
discovered. — W. W.] 
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not unlike the unsuccessful attempt of the Cartesians. Mr. 
Mill, for example, derives the whole theory of Government* 
from the single fact, that every man pursues his interest 
when he knows it ; which he assumes to he a sort of self-evi- 
dent practical principle, if such a phrase be not contradictory. 
That a man’s pursuing the interest of another, or indeed any 
other object in nature, is just as conceivable as that he should 
pursue his own interest, is a i>ro])osition which seems never to 
have occuiTcd to this acute and ingenious writer. Nothing, how- 
ever, can he more certain than its truth, if the term “interest” 
he employed in its proper sense of gmieral well-being, which 
is the only acceptation in which it can serve the purj)ose of 
his arguiiKUits. If, indeed, the term he ernidoyed to denote 
the gratification of a priulominant desire, his ]»ro])osition is 
sclf-evid(!iit, but wliolly unserviceable in his arguiiKmt ; for it 
is clear that individuals and multitudes often desire wliat 
they know to be most inconsistent with theh* general welfare* 
A nation, as much as an imlividual, and sometimes more, 
may not only mistake its interest, but, perceiving it cleiirly, 
may prefer the gratification of a strong i)assion to it. f The 
whole fabric of Ins jiolitical reasoning secans to be overthrown 
by this single observation ; and instead of atteniiiting to ex- 
plain the immense variety of jiolitical facts by the simple 
principle of a contcist of interests, we arc i‘(;duced to the ne- 
cessity of once more referring them to that variety of passions, 
habits, opinions, and prejudices, which we discover only by 
experience. Mr. ^Mill’s Emiy on ElnmtionX affords another 
example of the inconvenience of leaping at once from the 
most general laws to a multiplicity of minute appoarmiccs. 

* Essay on Gmmrn'imniy originally printed in tfie Siippkni(;nt to the 
fourth, fifth, and sixth editions of the Eneyelojijedia Britanniea, 

+ The same mode of reasoning has been adopted by tin; writer of a 
late criticism on Mill’s Essay. [Written by Lord Macaulay. — W. W.J 
See Edinbaryh Jleview, No«97, March 1829. 

t In the Supplement to the Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
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Having assumed, or at least inferred from insufficient pre- 
mises, that the intellectual and moral character is entirely 
formed by circumstances, he proceeds in the latter part of the 
essay, as if it were a necessary consequence of that doctrine 
that we might easily acquire the power of combining and 
directing circumstances in such a manner as to produce the 
best possible character. Without disputing for the present 
the theoretical proposition, let us consider what would be the 
reasonableness of similar expectations in a more easily intel- 
ligible case. Tlie general theory of the winds is pretty well 
understood ; we know that they proceed from the rushing of 
air from those portions of the atmosphere which are more 
condensed, into those which are more rarefied ; but how 
great a chasm is there between that simple law and the great 
variety of facts which experience teaches us respecting winds ! 
The constant winds between the Tropics are large and regu- 
^fir enough to bo in some measure capable of explanation ; 
but who can tell why, in variable climates, the wind blows 
to-day from the east, to-morrow from the west] Who can 
foretell what its shiftings and variations are to be ] Who can 
account for a tempest on one day, and a calm on another] 
Even if we could foretell the irregular and infinite variations, 
how far might avo not still be from the powder of combining 
and guiding their causes ] No man but the lunatic in the 
story of Kasseliis ever dreamt that he could command the 
weather. The difficulty plainly consists in the multiplicity 
and minuteness of the circumstances which act on the atmo- 
sphere. Are those Avliich influence the formation of the 
human character likely to be less minute and multiplied ] 

• 

The style of Mr. Bentham underu^ent a more remarkable 
revolution than perhaps befell that of any other celebrated 
writer. In his early works, it was clear, free, spirited, often 
and seasonably eloquent. Many passages of his later writings 
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retain the inimitahle stamp of genius ; but he seems to have 
been oppressed by the vastness of bis projected works — to 
have tbougbt that bo bad no longer more than leisure to pre- 
serve the beads of them — to have been impelled by a fruitful 
mind to new plans before be had completed the old. In this 
state of tilings, bo gradually ceased to use words for convey- 
ing his thoughts to others, but merely employed them as a 
sliort-liaiul, to preserve bis meaning for bis own purjiose. It 
was no wonder that bis language should thus become obscure 
and repulsive. Though many of liis technical terms are in 
themselves exact and ])ithy, yet the overflow of his vast 
nomenclature was enough to darken his whole diction. 

It was at this critical period that the arrangement and 
translation of his manuscripts were undertaken by M. Du- 
mont, a generous disciple, who devoted a genius formed for 
originid and lasting works to dilfuse the principles and pro- 
mote the fame of his master. He whose pen Mirabeau did 
not disdain to borrow — who in the same school with Komilly 
had studiously pursued the grace as well as the force of com- 
position — was perfectly (puilified to strip of its uncouthnesa 
a philosophy which he understood and admired. As he 
wrote in a general language, he propagated its doctrines 
throughout Eurojie, where they w^ero beneficial to jurispru- 
dence, but perhaps injurious to the cause of reformation in 
government. That they became more popular abroad than 
at home, is partly to be ascribed to the taste and skill of M. 
Dumont ; partly to that tendency towards free speculation and 
bold reform which was more prevalent among nations newly 
freed, or impatiently aspiring to freedom, than in a people 
long satisfied with the possession of a systehi of government 
like that which others were struggling to obtain, and not yet 
aware of the imperfections and abuses in their laws, to the 
amendment of which a* cautious consideration of Mr. Ben- 
tham’s works will undoubtedly most materially contribute. 
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DUGALD STEWART. 

Bom 1753— died 1828. 

Manifold are the discouragements, rising up at every step 
in that part of this Dissertation which extends to very recent 
times. No sooner does the writer escape from the angry 
disputes of the living, than he may feel his mind clouded by 
the name of a departed friend. But there are happily men 
whose fame is brightened by free discussion, and to wliose 
memory an appearance of belief that they needed tender 
treatment would be a grosser injury than it could suffer from 
a respectable antagonist. 

Dugald Stewart was the son of Dr. Matthew Stewart, 
Professor of Mathematics in the University of Edinburgh ; a 
station immediately before filled by Maclaurin, on the re- 
commendation of Newton. Hence the poet spoke of “ the 
philosophic sire and son.*^* He was educated at Edinburgh, 
and he heard the lectures of Eeid at Glasgow. He was early 
associated with his father in the duties of the Mathematical 
Professorship ; and during the absence of Dr. Adam Ferguson 
as Secretary to the Commissioners sent to conclude a peace 
with North America,* he occupied the chair of Moral Philo- 
sophy. He was appointed to the Professorship on the resig- 
nation of Ferguson, not the least distinguished among the 
modem moralists inclined to the Stoical school. 

This office, filled in immediate succession by Ferguson, 
Stewart, and Brown, received a lustre from their names, 
which it owed in no degree to its modest exterior, or its 
limited advantages ; and was rendered by them the highest 
dignity, in the humble, but not obscure, establishments of 
Scottish literature. The lectures of Mr. Stewart, for a 
quarter of a century, rendered it famous through every 
* Boms. 
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country where the light of reason was allowed to penetrate. 
Perhaps few men ever lived, who poured into the breasts of 
youth a more fervid and yet reasonable love of liberty, of truth, 
and of virtue. How many are still alive, in different countries, 
and in every rank to which education reaches, who, if they 
accurately examined their own minds and lives, would ascribe 
much of whatever goodness and happiness they possess, to 
the early impressions of his gentle and persuasive eloquence ! 
He lived to see his disciples distinguished among the lights 
and ornaments of the council and the senate.* He had the 
consolation to be sure that no words of his promoted the 
growth of an impure taste, of an exclusive prejudice, of a 
malevolent passion. Without derogation from his writings, 
it may be said that his disciples were among his best works. 

* As an cxamjile of Mr. Stewart’s school may be mentioned Francis 
Horner, a favourite pupil, and, till his last moment, an affectionate 
friend. The short life of this excellent person is worthy of serious con- 
templation, by those, more especially, who, in circumstances like his, 
enter on the slippery path of public affairs. Without the aids of birth 
or fortune, in an assembly where aristocratical propensities prevail — by 
his understanding, industry, pure taste, and useful information — still 
more by modest independence, by steadiness and sincerity, joined to 
moderation — by the stamp of unbending integrity, and by the con- 
scientious considerateness which breathed tjirough his well-chosen 
language — he raised himself, at the early age of thirty-six, to a moral 
mUfiority which, without tliese qualities, no brilliancy of talents or 
power of reiusoning could have acquired. No eminent sjieaker in 
Parliament owed so much of his success to his moral character. His 
high j)lacc was therefore hoiiounible to his audience and to his (!Ountry. 
Regret for his death was expressed with touching unanimity from every 
part of a divided assembly, unused to manifestations of sensibility, 
abhorrent from theatrical display, and whose tribute on such an occasion 
derived its peculiar value from their general coldness and sluggishness. 
The tears of those to whom he was unknown were shed over him ; and 
at the head of those by whom he was “ praised, wept, and honoured,” 
was one, whose commendation would have been more enhanced in the 
eye of Mr. Homer, by liis discernment and veracity, than by the signal 
proof of the concurrence of all orders, as well as parties, which was 
afforded by the name of Howard. 
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He, indeed, who may justly he said to have cultivated an 
extent of mind which would otherwise have lain barren, and to 
have contributed to raise virtuous dispositions whore the* 
natural growth might have been useless or noxious, is not less 
a benefactor of mankind, and may indirectly be a larger con- 
tributor to knowledge, than tlie author of great works, or 
even the discoverer of important truths. The system of 
convoying scientific instruction to a large audience by lectures, 
from wliich the English universities have in a great measure 
departed, rendt^rs his qualities as a lecturer a most important 
part of his merit in a Scottish university, which still adheres 
to the general method of European education. Probably no 
modern ever exceeded him in that species of eloquence which 
springs from sensibility to literary beauty and moral ex- 
cellence ; which neither obscures science by prodigal orna- 
ment, nor disturbs the serenity of patient attention ; but 
“though it rather calms and soothes the feelings, yet exalts 
the genius, and insensibly inspires a reasonable enthusiasm 
for whatever is gootl and fair. 

He embraced the philosophy of Dr. Peid, a patient, 
modest, and deep tliinkcr,* who, in his first work {Entjniry 


* Tliosfi wlio imiy the justice of this deseri]>tiou Avill do well 

to wei/^h the words ol' the most com])ete»t of jiulgcs, wlio, though 
caiulid uiid even indulgent, was not prisligul of praise. “ Jl is certainly 
very rare that a piece so ihrjthj ])Jtil4).sojfhhil is WTot(‘ with so iiiiic.li 
s]Mrit, and affords so much entertainment to the render. ^Vhenever I 
eiiit*r into your ideas, no man aj>}»cai\s to e.vj>ress himself with gi-cater 
})er8picuity. Youi'styh* is so correct, and so good English, that 1 
found not any thing worth the remarking. I beg my coinjdinients to 
niy frit'iidly adversjiries Dr. (’anqihcll and Dr. Geranl, and also to Dr. 
Gregory, whom 1 s\ispect to be of the same disposition, though he lias 
not oi)enly declared himself such.” {Letter from Mr. Hume to Dr. 
Reid: Stkw'AUTS Memoirs^ p. 417.) 

The latter j>art of the above sentences (written after a jx*rustil of 
the proof-sheets of Dr. Reid’s Enquiry, but before it.s publication) 
sufficiently shows that Mr. Hume felt no disjdeasure against Reid and 
Campbell, undoubtedly Ids most formidable antagonists, however he 
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info the Human Mind), deserves a commendation more 
descriptive of a philosojdier than that bestowed by Professor 
Cousin — of havin^^ made “a vipforoiis protet against scepti- 
cism on behalf of common sense.’' llis observations on suggtjs- 
tion, on natural signs, on the connection between what ho 
calls sensation and pereej^tion, though perhaps occasioned by 
Berkeley, whose idealism Iveid had once adopted, are marked 
by the genuine spirit of original observation. As there are 
too many who seem more wdse than they arc, so it was the 
more uncommon fault of Keid to aj)pear less a pliilosojdier 
than he really was. Indeed his temj>orarv ad<iption of Berke- 
It'ianism is a i»ro(*f of an unprejudiced and acute minii. 
Perhaps no man ever rose, linally above the seductions of that 
simple jind ingenious system, who had not sometimes tried 
their full eifect by surrendering his wdiole mind to them. 

But it is never with entire imjmnity that i)hilosoj)her8 
borrow vague and in appro] iriabs bTins from vulgar use# 
Isever did man cullord a stronger instance of the danger than 
Ihdd, in his two most unfortunate terms, (.Ummon Hrnsr and 
luiditft'f, Cominon Sense is that average j)ortinn of under- 
standing, j)ossesse,d by most men, which, as it is nc^arly always 
ai>i)lied to conduct, has accjuired an almost exclusively jmictical 
sense. Instinct is the habitual powei^ of j)roducing etlects 
like contrivanc(;s of reason, yet i^o far beyond tlui intelligence 
and experience of the agent, as to utterly inexj>licable by 
reference to them. !No man, if he had been in search oi’ i]u- 
proj)er words, could have discovered any more unfit than these 
two, for denoting that faic^ or mfat/;, or facuHy of mind, which 
compels us to acknowledge certain simphj and very abstract 
trutlis, not b(iing identical propositions, to lie at the founda- 

rnight 7*»‘siTit the l.'oignagp of Dr. BjrutliL*, au aaiiablc! rnau, an ohgarit 
and tciuU'r pot.'l, an<l a gocxl writer on misecllancons literjttJin* in j/n^se, 
but who, in liis Esmy on Truth — an unfair a]i]>(ral to tin* imiltitinle on 
philoso]»hieal (|in'stioii.s — ifniiilgrd himself in the persoiiaiities and 
iiiveetivesi of a public laiinphleteer. 
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tion of all reasoning, and to be the necessary ground of all 
belief. 

Long after the death of Dr. Reid, his philosophy was 
taught at Paris by M. Royer Collard,* who, on the restoration 
of free debate, became the most philosophical orator of his 
nation, and filled, with impartiality and dignity, the chair 
of the Chamber of Deputies. His ingenious and eloquent 
scholar. Professor Cousin, dissatisfied with what he calls “ the 
sage and timid ” doctrines of Edinburgh, which he considered 
as only a vigorous protest, on behalf of common sense, against 
the scepticism of Hume, sought in Germany for a philosophy 
of “ such a masculine and brilliant character as might 
command the attention of Europe, and be able to struggle 
with success on a great theatre, against the genius of the 
adverse school.” f It may be questioned whether he found 
in Kant more than the same vigorom protest, under a more 
•systematic form, with an immense nomenclature, and consti- 
tuting a philosophical edifice of equal symmetry and vastness. 
The preference of the more boastful system, over a philo- 
sophy thus chiefly blamed for its modest pretensions, does 
not seem to be entirely justified by its permanent authority 
in the country which gave it birth : where, however power- 
ful its influence still continues to be, its doctrines do not ap- 
pear to have now many supporters ; and, indeed, the accom- 
plished Professor himself [Cousin] rapidly shot through 
Kantianism, and appears to rest or to stop at the doctrines 
of Schelling and Hegel, at a point so high, that it is hard to 
descry from it any distinction between objects — even that 
indispensable distinction between Reality and Illusion, As 
the works of Reid, and those of Kant, otherwise so different, 

* Fragments of his lectures have been published in a French trans- 
lation of Dr. Keid, by M. Jonffroy : (Euvres Completes de Thomas Reid, 
vol. iv. Taris, 1828. * 

t Cours de PhilosophU, par M. Cousin, le 9 on xii. Paris, 1828. 
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appear to be simultaneous efforts of the conservative power of 
philosophy to expel the mortal poison of scepticism, so the 
exertions of M. Eoyer Collard and M. Cousin, however at 
variance in metaphysical principles, seem to have been chiefly 
roused by the desire of delivering Ethics from that fatal taint 
of personal, and indeed gross interest, which that science 
had received in France from the followers of Condillac, 
especially Helvetius, St. Lambert, and Cabanis. The success 
of these attempts to render Speculative Philosophy once more 
popular in the country of Descartes has already been con- 
siderable. The French youth, whose desire of knowledge and 
love of liberty afford an auspicious promise of the succeeding 
age, have eagerly received doctrines, of wliich the moral part 
is so much more agreeable to their liberal spirit, than the 
selfish theory generated in the stagnation of a corrupt, cruel, 
and dissolute tyranny. 

These agreeable prospects bring us easily back to our suj^ 
ject ; for though the restoration of Speculative Philosophy in 
the country of Descartes is due to the precise statement and 
vigorous logicof M. Eoyer Collard, the modifications introduced 
by him into the doctrine of Eeid coincide with those of Mr. 
Stewart, and would have appeared to agree more exactly, if 
the forms of the French philosoplnyr had not been more 
dialectical, and the composition of Mr. Stewart had retained 
less of that oratorical character which belonged to a justly 
celebrated speaker. Amidst excellences of the highest order, 
liis writings, it must be confessed, leave some room for 
criticism. He took precautions against offence to the feelings 
of his con tern j)oraries, more anxious and frequent than the im- 
patient searcher for truth may deem necessjiry. For the sake 
of j)romoting the favourable reception of philosophy itself, he 
studies perhaps too visibly to avoid whatever might raise up 
prejudices against it. His gratitude and native modesty dic- 
tated a superabundant *care in softening and excusing his dis- 



216 


MODERN ETHICS : 


sent from those who had been his own instructors, or who 
were the objects of general reverence. Exposed by his station, 
both to the assaults of political prejudice, and to the religious 
animosities of a country where a few sceptics attacked [and 
had aroused] the slumbering zeal of a Calvinistic people, it 
would have been wonderful if he had not betrayed more 
wariness than would have been necessary or becoming in a 
very different position. The fulness of his literature seduced 
him too much into multiplied illustrations. Too many of the 
expedients happily used to allure the young may unnecessarily 
swell his volumes. Perhaps a successive publication in 
separate parts made liim more voluminous tlian he would 
have been if the whole had been at once before his eyes. A 
peculiar susceptibility and delicacy of taste produced forms of 
expression, in themselves extremely beautiful, but of which the 
habitual use is not easily reconcilable with the condensation 
(Jesirable in w^orks necessarily so extensive. If, however, it 
must be owned that the caution incident to his temper, his 
feelings, his philosophy, and his station, has somewhat 
lengthened his composition, it is not less true, that some of 
the same circumstances have contributed towards those 
peculiar beauties which place him at the head of the most 
adorned writers on philosophy in our language. 

Eew writers rise with more grace from a plain groundwork 
to the passages which require greater animation or embellish- 
ment. He gives to narrative, according to the precept of 
Bacon, the colour of the time, by a selection of happy ex- 
pressions from original writers. Among the secret arts, by 
which he diffuses elegance over his diction, may be remarked 
the skill which, by deepening or brightening a shade in a 
secondary term, by opening partial or preparatory glimpses of 
a thought to be afterwards unfolded, unobservedly heiglitens 
the import of a word, and gives it a new meaning, without 
any offence against old use. It is in tliis manner that pliilo- 
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sophical originality may be reconciled to purity and stability 
of speech, — that we may avoid new terms, which are the easy 
resource of the unskilful or the indolent, and often a charac- 
teristic mark of writers who love their language too little to 
feel its peculiar excellences, or to study the art of calling 
forth its powers. 

He reminds us not unfrequently of the character given by 
Cicero to one of his contemporaries, “who expressed refined 
and abstruse thought in soft and transparent diction.” His 
writings are a proof that the mild sentiments have their elo- 
quence as well as the vehement passions. It would be diffi- 
cult to name works in which so much refined philosophy is 
joined with so fine a fancy, — so much elegant literature with 
such a delicate perception of the distinguishing excellences of 
great writers, and with an estimate in general so just of the 
services rendered to knowledge by a succession of philoso- 
phers. They [his writings] are pervaded by a philosophicai 
benevolence, which keeps uj) the ardour of his genius without 
disturbing the serenity of his mind, — vdiich is felt in his 
reverence for knowledge, in the generosity of his praise, and in 
the tenderness of his censure. It is still more sensible in the 
general tone with which he relates the successful progress, of 
the human understanding among many formidable enemies. 
Those readers arc not to be envied who limit their admiration 
to particular parts, or to excellences merely literary, without 
being warmed by the glow of that honest triumph in the 
advancement of knowledge, and of that assured faith in the 
final prevalence of truth and justice, which breathe through 
every page of them, and give the unity and dignity of a moral 
purpose to the whole of these classical worlds. 

He has often quoted poetical passages, of which some 
throw much light on our mental operations. If he sometimes 
prized the moral commonplaces of Thomson and the specu- 
lative fancy of Akenside more highly than the higher poetry 
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of their betters, it was not to be wondered at that the meta- 
physician and the moralist should sometimes prevail over 
the lover of poetry. His natural sensibility was perhaps 
occasionally cramped by the cold criticism of an unpoetical. 
age ; and some of his remarks may be thought to indicate a 
more constant and exclusive I’egard to diction than is agree- 
able to the men of a generation who have been trained by 
tremendous events to a passion for daring inventions, and to 
an irregular enthusiasm impatient of minute elegancies and 
refinement. Many of those beauties which his generous 
criticism delighted to magnify in the works of his contem- 
poraries, have already faded under the scorching rays of a 
fiercer sun. 

Mr. Stewart employed more skill in contriving, and more 
care in concealing, his very important reforms of lieid*s doc- 
trines, than others exert to maintain their claims to origin- 
fility. Had his well-chosen language of “laws of human 
thought or belief ” been at first adopted in that school, in- 
stead of “instinct” and “common sense,” it would have 
escaped much of the reproach (which Dr. Keid himself did 
not merit) of shallowness and popularity. Expressions so 
exact, employed in the opening, could not have failed to in- 
fluence the whole system, and to have given it, not only in 
the general estimation, but in the minds of its framers, a more 
scientific complexion. In those parts of Mr. Stewart’s specu- 
lations in which he most departed from his general principles, 
he seems sometimes, as it were, to be suddenly driven back 
by what he unconsciously shrinks from as ungrateful apostasy ; 
and to be desirous of making amends to his master by more 
harshness than is ptherwise natural to him towards the writers 
whom he has insensibly approached. Hence, perhaps, the 
unwonted severity of his language towards Tucker and 
Hartley. It is thus at the very time when he largely adopts 
the Principle of Association in his excellent Essay on the 
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Beautiful,* that he treats most rigidly the latter of these 
writers, to whom, though neither the discoverer nor the sole 
advocate of that principle, it surely owes the greatest illustra- 
tion and support. 

In matters of far other importance, causes perhaps some- 
what similar may have led to the like mistake. When he 
absolutely contradicts Dr. Eeid, hy truly stating that “ it is 
more philosophical to resolve the power of habit into the 
association of ideas, than to resolve the association of ideas 
into habit,” t he, in the sequel of the same volume, J refuses to 
go farther than to own that " the theory of Hartley, con- 
cerning the origin of our affections, and of the moral sense, 
is a most ingenicriis rofinement on the selfish system^ and that 
hy means of it the force of many of the common reasonings 
against that system is eluded though he somewhat in- 
consistently allows that “active principles which, arising from 
circumstances, in which all the situations of mankind mugt 
agree, are therefore common to the whole species, at whatever 
period of life they may appear, are to be regarded as a part 
of human nature, no less than the instinct of suction ; in the 
same manner as the acquired perception of distance by the 
eye, is to be ranked among the perceptive powers of man, no 
less than the original perceptions of ijie other senses.” § In 
another place, also, he makes a remark on mere beauty, which 
might have led him to a more just conclusion respecting the 
theory of the origin of the affections and the moral sense : 
“It is scarcely necessary for me to observe, that, in those 
instances where association operates in heightening (or he 

* Stewart’s Philosophical Essays^ part ii. essay i., especially chap, 
vi. The condensation, if not omission, of the discussion of the theories 
of Buffier, Reynolds, ^Burke, and Price, in this essay, would have 
lessened that temporary appearance which is unsuitable to a scientific 
work. 

+ Elements of the Philosophy of the Human Mind^ vol. i. p. 281, 
edit. 1792, 4to. X Ibid, p. 383. § Ibid, p. 385. 
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might have said creates) the pleasures we receive from sight, 
the pleasing emotion continues still to appear, to our conscious- 
ness, simple and uncompounded.”* To this remark he might 
have added, that until all the separate pleasures bo melted 
into one — as long as any of them are discerned and felt as 
distinct from each other — the associations are incomplete, 
and the qualities which gratify are not called by the name of 
beauty. In like manner, as has been repeatedly observed, it 
is only when all the separate feelings, pleasurable and painful, 
excited by the contemplation of voluntary action, are lost in 
the general sentiments of approbation or disapprobation — 
when these general feelings retain no trace of the various 
emotions which originally attended different actions — when 
they are held in a state of perfect fusion by the habitual use 
of the words used in every language to denote them — that 
conscience can be said to exist, or that "we can be considered 
as endowed with a moral nature. The theory which thus 
ascribes the uniform formation of the moral faculty to uni- 
versal and paramount laws, is not a refinement of the selfish 
system, nor is it any modificfition of that hypothesis. The 
partisans of selfishness maintain that in acts of will the agent 
must have a view to the i)leasure or happiness which he hopes 
to reap from it. Tlie philosophers who regard the social 
affections and the moral sentiments as formed by a process of 
association, on the other hand contend that these affections 
and sentiments must w^ork themselves clear from every particle 
of svlf-rcijard, before they deserve the names of benevolence 
and of conscience. In the actual state of Imman motives^ the 
two systems are not to be likened, but to be contrasted to 
each other. It i^ remarkable that Mr. Stewart, who admits 
the ‘‘question respecting the origin of the affections to be 
rather curious than imi)ortant,”t should have held a directly 


Philosophical Essays^ part ii. e^say i. chap. vi. 
+ Outlines of Moral Philosophy^ p. 93. 
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contrary oj)inion respecting the moral sense to which these 
words, in his sense of them, seem to be equally applicable. 
His meaning in the former affirmation is, that if the allections 
be acquired^ yet they are justly called natural ; and if their 
origin be personal, yet their nature may and does hcA'ome 
disinterested. What circumstance distinguishes the former 
from the latter case ? With respect to the origin of the 
affections, it must not be overlooked that his language is 
somewhat contradictory. For if the theory on that subject 
from which lie dissents were merely a refinement on the 
seUish system,” its truth or falsehood could not be represented 
as subordinate, since the controversy would continue to relate 
to the existence of disinterested motives of human conduct.t 
It may also be observed, that he uniformly represents his 
opponents as deriving the affections from self-love, which, in 
its proper sense, is not the source to wdiich they refer even 
avarice ; and w'hich is itself derived from other antecodeftt 
principles, some of which are inherciiit and some acquired. 
If the objects of this theory of the rise of the most important 
feelings of human nature w^ere, as our philosojdier supposes, 
“ to elude objections against the sdfsh stfstem,*^ it would be 
at best worthless. Its positive merits are several. It affirms 
the actual disinterestedness of human* motives as strongly as 
Butler himself. The explanation of the mental law, of which 
benevolence and conscience are formed habitually, when it is 
contemplated deeply, impresses on the mind the truth that 
they not only are but must be disinterested. It confirms, as 

* Outlines, p. 117. “This is the most important question that can 
be stated with resjujct to the Theory of Morals.”^ 

t In the Philosophy of the Active and Moral Poivcrs of Man (vol. i. 
p. 164), Mr. Stewart has done more manifest injustice to the Hartleiaii 
theory, by calling it “a doctrine fundamentally the same vrith the selfish 
system,'* and especially by representing Hartl(?y, who ought to be rather 
classed with Butler and •Hume, as agreeing with Gay,* Tucker, and 
Paley. 
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it were, the testimony of consciousness, by exhibiting to the 
understanding the means employed to insure the production 
of disinterestedness. It affords the only effectual answer to the 
prejudice against the disinterested theory, from the multipli- 
cation of ultimate facts and implanted principles, which, 
under all its other forms, it seems to require. No room is 
left for this prejudice by a representation of disinterestedness, 
which ultimately traces its formation to principles almost as 
simple as those of Hobbes himself. Lastly, every step in 
just generalisation is an advance in philosophy. No one has 
yet shown, eitlier that man is not actually disinterested, or 
that he may not have been destined to become so by such a 
process as has been described : the cause to which the effects 
are ascribed is a real agent, which seems adequate to the appear- 
ance; and if future observation should be found to require 
that the theory shall be confined within narrower limits, such 
a limitation will not destroy its value. 

The acquiescence of Mr. Stewart in Br. Heidis general re- 
presentation of our mental constitution, led him to indulge 
more freely the natural bent of his understanding, by apply- 
ing it to theories of character and manners, of life and litera- 
ture, of taste and the arts, more than to the consideration o$ 
those more simple principles which rule over human nature 
under every form. His chief work, as he frankly owns, is in- 
deed rather a collection of such theories, pointing toward the 
common end of throwing light on the structure and functions 
of the mind, than a systematic treatise, such as might be ex- 
pected from the title of “ Elements.” It is in essays of this 
kind that he has most surpassed other cultivators of mental 
philoso])hy. His lemarks on the effects of casual associations 
may be quoted as a specimen of the most original and just 
thoughts, conveyed in the best manner.* In this beautiful 
passage, he proceeds from their power of confusing speculation, 

* Elements of llie Philosophy of the Human ifiW, vol. i. pp. 340-352. 
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to that of disturbing experience, and of misleading practice ; 
and ends with their extraordinary elfect in bestowing on trivial, 
and even ludicrous circumstances, some portion of the dignity 
and sanctity of those sublime principles with which they are 
associated. The style, at first only clear, afterwards admitting 
the ornaments of a calm and grave elegance, at last rising to 
as high a strain as philosophy will endure, and of which all 
the parts (various as their nature is) are held together by an 
invisible thread of gentle transition, affords a sp(*cimen of 
adaptation of manner to matter which it will be hard to 
match in any philosopliic«al writer. Another very fine remark, 
which seems to be as original as it is just, may be quoted as 
a sample of those beauties with which his writings abound. 
“ Tlie apparent coldness and selfishness of mankind may be 
traced, in a great measure, to a want of attention and a want 
of imagination. In the case of those misfoi tunes which 
happen to ourselves or our near connections, neith(;r of thest. 
powers is necessary to make us acquainted with our situation. 
But without an uncommon degree of both, it is impossible for 
any man to comprehend completely the situation of his 
neighbour, or to have an idea of the greater part of the 
distress which exists in the world. If we feel more for our- 
selves than for others, in tlie former case the facts are more 
fully before us than they can be in the latter.”* Yet several 
parts of his writings afford the most satisfactory proof that 
his abstinence from what is commonly called metaphysical 
speculation arose from no inability to pursue it with signal 
success. As examples, his observations on Gmcral Terms, 
and on Carnation, may be appealed to with perfect confidence. 
In the first two Dissertations of the volunw bearing the title 
of Philosophical Essays, he, with equal boldness and acuteness, 
grapi)les with the most extensive and abstruse questions of 
mental philosophy, an<J points out both tlie sources and the 
* Elements of the Philosophy of the Human Miiul, vol. i. p. 502. 
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uttermost boundaries of human knowledge with a Verulamean 
hand. In another part of his writings, he calls what are 
denominated first principles of experience, ^^fundamental 
laws of human beliefs or primary elements of human reason 
which last form of expression has so close a resemblance 
to the language of Kant, that it should have protected the 
latter from the imputation of writing jargon. 

Mr. Stewart’s excellent volume entitled Outlines of 
Moral thougli comj)osed only as a text-book for 

the use of his hearers, is one of the most decisive proofs that 
lie was perfectly qualified to unite precision with ease, to. be 
brief witli the utmost clearness, and to write with becoming 
elegance in a style where the meaning is not overladen by 
ornaments. This volume contains his properly Ethical 
which is much expanded, but not substantially altered, 
in his Philosophy of the Active ami Moral Jhneers,^ — a work 
:.lmost posthumous, and composed under circumstances which 
give it a deeper interest than can be inspired by any desert 
in science. Though, wdth his usual modesty, he manifests an 
anxiety to fasten his ethical theory to the kindred speculations 
of other philosophers of the Intellectual School, especially to 
those of Cudworth, afterwards clothed in more modern phrase- 
ology by Price, yet it still shows that independence and 
originality which all his aversion from parade could not 
entirely conceal. Itiyht, duty, virtue, moral ohliyation, and 
the like, or the opposite forms of exi)ression, represent, ac- 
corduig to liim, certain thoughts, which arise necessarily and 
instantaneously in the mind (or in the reason, if we take that 
word in a large sense in which it denotes all that is not 
emotive) at the .contemplation of actions, and which are 
utterly incapable of all resolution, consequently of all expla- 

* Elements of the Philosophy of Uie Human Mind, vol. ii. p. 57. 

t Edinburgh, 1794, 8vo. » J Pp. 76-148. 

§ Two vols. 8 VO. Edinburgh, 1828. 
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nation, and which can be known only by being experienced. 
These thoughts or ideas, or by whatever otlier name they 
may be called, are followed as inexplicably, but as inevitably, 
by pleasurable and painful emotions, which suggest the con- 
ception of moral heauUj ; a quality of human actions distinct 
from their adhrrntce to or dt viaiinit from rvetiindr, though 
generally coinciding with it. The (question which a reflecting 
reader will here put is, whether any purpose is served by the 
introduction of the intorniediato mental }»rocess between the 
particular thoughts and the moral emotions. How would the 
■vdew bo darkened or confused, or indeed in any degree 
changed, by withdrawing that process, or enising the words 
which attempt to express it ? No advocate of the, hitvlhciual 
ori(jin of the moral faciilft/ has yet stated a cas(i in which a 
mere operation of reason or judgment, unattended by 
emotion, could, consistently with the universal opinion of 
mankind, as it is exhibit(?d by the structure of language, bef 
said to have the*, nature or to produce the eflects of (jonscieuce. 
Such an example would bo equivahmt to (in rxprrhnrutinri 
crnn.f< on the side of that celebrated theory. Tin*, failure to 
produce it, after long challenge, is at least a presumption 
against it, nearly approaching to that sort of decisively dis- 
criminative experiment. It ’would be Vain to re-stato what 
has already l>oen too often repeated, tliat all tlie objections to 
the selfish philosophy turn upon the actual nature, not upon 
the original source of our princii)h»s of action, and that it is by 
a confusion of these very distinct questions alone that the con- 
futation of Hobbes can bo made apparently to involve Hartley. 
Mr. Stewart api)ears, like most other metaph3^sicians, to have 
blended the inquiry into the nature of our •moral sentiments 
with that other [inquiry] which only seeks a criterion to dis- 
tinguish moral from immoral habits of feeling and action ; for 
he considers the appearance of moral sentiment at an early age, 
before the general tendency of actions could be ascertained, 
• Q 
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as a decisive objection to the origin of these sentiments in 
association, — an objection which assumes that if utility be 
the criterion of morality, associations with utility must be the 
mode by which the moral sentiments are formed, which no 
skilful advocate of the theory of association will ever allow. 
That the main, if not sole, object of conscience is to govern 
our voluntary exertions, is manifest. But how could it per- 
form this great function if it did not impel the wilH and 
how could it have the latter effect as a mere act of reason, or 
indeed in any respect otherwise than as it is made up of 
emotions, by which alone its grand aim could in any degree 
be attained 1 Judgment and reason are therefore preparatory 
to conscience, not properly a part of it. That the exclusion 
of reason reduces virtue to be a relative quality is another 
instance of the confusion of the two questions in moral 
theory ; for though a fitness to excite approbation may be 
only a relation of oT)jects to our susceptibility, yet the pro- 
position that all virtuous actions are beneficial, is a pro])Osi- 
tion as absolute as any other witliin the range of our under- 
standing. 

A delicate state of health, and an ardent desire to devote 
himself exclusively to study and composition, induced Mr. 
Stewai-t, while in theJull blaze of his reputation as a lecturer, 
to retire, in 1810, from the labour of public instruction. 
This retirement, as he himself describes it, wjis that of a quiet 
but active life. Three quarto and two octavo volumes, 
besides the magnificent Dissertations prefixed to the Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica, were among its hai)py fruits. These Dis- 
sertations are, perhaps, the Jiiost profusely ornamented of any 
of his compositions ; a peculiarity which must in paiii have 
arisen from a principle of taste, which regarded decoration as 
more suitable to the history of philosophy than to philosophy 
itself. But the Juemorable instances of Cicero, of Milton, 
and still more those of Drydeii and Burke, seem to show that 
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there is some natural tendenc}’^ in the fire of genius to burn 
more brightly or to blaze more fiercely in the evening than 
in the morning of human life. Probably the materials which 
long experience sup])lies to the imagination, the boldness 
with which a more established rej»utation arms the miml, and 
the silence of tlie low but formidable rivals of the higher 
principles, may concur in producing this unexpected and 
little observed effect. 

It was in the last years of his life, when suffering under 
the effects of a severe attack of palsy, with which he liad 
been afllicted in 1822, that !Mr. 8tewart most plentifully 
reaped the fruits of long virtue .and a wiill-ordered niiud. 
Happily for him, his own cultivation and exercise of every 
kindly affection had laid up fi>r him a store of that domestic 
consolation which none who des«;rve it ever want, and for the 
loss of which, nothing ))eyond the. threshold can make amends. 
I'ho sam(‘ philosojdiy which he had cultivated from his youtli* 
upward emi>loyed his dying hand. Aspirations aft(U’ higher 
and brighter scenes of excellence, always Idcunhal witli Ids 
elevated morality, b(*,canie iiKU’e earnest and deepf‘,r .as worldly 
p.assioiis died away, and earthly objects vanished from his 
sight.* 


THOMAS nilOWN. 
liorii 1778 — died 1820. 

A WRiTKR, as he advanc(*s in life, ought to speak with difU- 
dence of systems which he had only begun to consider with 
care after the age in which it becomes hard for his thoughts 

* [For tin* Silky of litcriiry jnstii^c 1 will notice Mr. lliilliuu’s ju'lg- 
iMcnt rc.sjM*i*liiig Stewart’s attsick ujioii (Irotius. “ Tlmt lie sliouM Imvi- 
spoken of a work so distinf^uished by fiimc, und so eHei'divc, iis In; liini- 
self snlinits, over tlio public mind of Kurojie, in terms of nnminglcil 
de]»reeiiition, without Iniviug done more tlian glancetl jit s^fnin; its 
]iag**s, is an extifiordiiniry sywijitom of that ttaidein*^^ towards ]»rejudiees, 
hasty but invetiTate, of whieli that eminent man seeiiis to have been 
not a little susceptible.” — W. \V.] 
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to flow into new channels. A reader cannot be said practi- 
cally to understand a theory till he has acquired the power 
of thinking, at least for a short time, with the theorist. Even 
a hearer, with all the helps of voice in the instructor, of 
countenance from him and from fellow-hearers, finds it diflScult 
to perform this necessary process, without either being betrayed 
into hasty and undistinguishing assent, or falling, while he is 
in pursuit of an impartial estimate of oi)inions, into an indif- 
ference about their truth. I have felt this difficulty in recon- 
sidering ancient opinions : but it is perhaps more needful to 
own its power, and to warn the reader against its effects, in 
the case of a philosopher well known to me, and with whom 
common friendships stood in the stead of much personal inter- 
course, as a cement of kindness. 

I very early read Brown’s Olmcrvatiom on the Zoonomia 
of Dr. Darwin, the perhaps unmatched work of a boy in the 
^^dghteenth year of his age.* His first tract on Qnusaiion 
appeared to me the finest model of discussion in mental philo- 
sophy since Berkeley and Hume ; with this superiority over 
the latter, that its aim is that of a philosopher who socks to 
enlarge knowledge, and not that of a sceptic, the most illus- 
trious of whom have no better end than that of displaying 
their powers in confounding and darkening every truth ; so 
that their very happiest efforts cannot be more leniently 
described than as brilliant fits of mental debauchery.t From 

* Wi*lsli’.s Life of Bromiy p. 43 ; a pleasingly aireotioiiatc work, full 
of aimlyti(!al sj)irit and metaphysical reailing — of such merit, in short, 
that I could wish to Ini.vc found in it no j>hrenology. Objections a 
priori in a case dej)endont on facts arc indeed inadmissible. Even the 
allowance of presumptii ns of that nature would opcm so wide a door 
for prejudict!S, that*fit m )st they can l)e considered only as maxims of 
logical prudence, wdiich fortify the watclifulness of the individual. The 
fatal objection to phrenology seems to me to be, that what is new in it, 
or peculiar to it, has no approach to an adequate foundation in experi- 
ence. 

t “ Bayle, a writer who, pervading human nature at his ease, struck 
into the province of i)aradox as an exercise for the unwearied vigour of 
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a diligent perusal of liis succeeding works at the time of their 
publication, I was prevented by pursuits and duties of a very 
different nature. Tliese causes, together with ill health and 
growing occupation, hindered me from reading his Lccfureit 
with due attention, till it has now become a duty to consider 
with care that part of them which relates to Ethics. 

Dr. Brown was born in one of those fiimilies of ministers 
in the Scottish church, who, after a generation or two of an 
humble life s])ent in piety and usefulness, with no nion*. than 
needful knowIt‘dge, have more than once sent forth a man of 
genius from their cool and quiet shade, to make his fellows 
wiser or ])etter by tongue or pen, by head or liand. Even 
the scanty endowments and constant resichmcc^ of that church, 
by keeping her ministiTs far from tin? ohj(‘cts which awaken 
turbulent juissions and disperse the understanding on many 
pursuits, ati’orded some of the leisure and calm r>f monasth; 
life, without the exclusion of the chariti(‘,s of family iind kin- 
dred. It may be well doulited whether this umlissipated 
retirement, which during the (dght(H‘nth ctmtury was veuy 
general in Scotkind, did not make full amends for the loss of 
curious and ornamental knowledge, by its ttmdency to qualify 
men for professional duty, by the cultivation of reason among 
a consideralde number, and by tliostj (Tj>j)ortunitie,s for higli 
meditation, and for the \inchangeable concentration of mind 
on worthy objects, to the few wlio had the natural capacity 
for such exertions.* 

An autlientic account of the early exercises of Brown’s 

liis mind ; wlio, with a soul superior to the, sharpest attaehs of fortune, 
and a heart practised to the best j»liilosophy, liad not enough of r<*al 
greatness to overcome that last foilde. of sujK;rioj- injnds, the temptation 
of honour wliich the aeademie exercise of wit is com^eived t(i bring to 
its professor.” So Warburtoii {Ijivhui Lrfjationy hook i. sect. 4), s[Krak- 
ing of Ihiyh*, hut ]>erha])s in part excusing himsidf — in a n<»ble strain, 
of wliich it would have heeii more agreeable to lii^d tlie repetition than 
the contrast in liis language towards Hume. 

* See Sir H. Moucreilf’s Life of ihe llev. Dr, Erskirve. 
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mind is preserved by his biographer.* At the age of nineteen 
he took a part with others, some of whom became the most 
memorable men of their time, in the foundation of a private 
society in Edinburgh, under the name of “ The Academy of 

Physics.” t 

The character of Dr. Brown is very attractive as an 
example of one in whom the utmost tenderness of affection, 
and the indulgence of a flowery fancy, were not repressed by 
the highest cultivation, and by a perhaps excessive refine- 
ment of intellect. His mind soared and roamed through 
every region of philosophy and poetry ; but his untravelled 
heart clung to the hearth of his father, to the children who 
shared it with him, and after them, first to the other partners 
of his childish sports, and then almost solely to those com- 
panions of his youthful studies who continued to be the friends 
of his life. Speculation seemed to keep his kindness at home. 
It is observiible, that, though sparkling with fancy, he does 

* Welsli’s Life of Broxm^ p. 77, and App. p. 498. 

+ A part of the first day’s mimites is here honwed from Mr. 
Welsh : — “7th January 1797. — rreseiit, Mr. Erskinc, President ; Mr. 
ihougham, Mr. lleddie, Mr. Ihowii, Mr. Jfirh(u;k, Mr. Leyden,” etc., 
who wen? afterwards joined hy Lord Wehh Seymour, Messrs. Horner, 
Jeffrey, Smyth, etc. Mr. Erskine, who thus ajipears at the head of so 
remnrkahle an association, and whom difiidence and untowanl circum- 
stances have hitlierto witliheld from the full manifestation of his powers, 
continued to lx* the bosom friend of Hrowni to the last ; and showed the 
constancy of his friendship for others by converting all his invaluable 
pre]>aratioiis for a translation of Sultan Baber’s ComvientaHv^ (perhaps 
the best, certainly the most European work of modern (iostern prose) 
into the means of coniplt?ting tlic imperfect attempt of Leyden ; with a 
regard equally gimerous to the fame of his early friend, and to the 
comfort of that friend’s surviving relations. The review of Baber’s 
Commentaries, by M. Silvestre de Sacy, in the Jouintal dies Savans for 
May and June 1829, is perhaps one of the liest specimens extant of the 
value of literary commendation when it is bestowed with conscientious 
calmness, and without a suspicion of bias, by one of the greatest orien- 
talists, in a case wlnq-e he pronounces everything to have been done by 
Mr. Erskine “which could have been ]>e^ormed by the most learned 
and the most scruiuilously conscientious of editors and translators.” 
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not seem to have been deeply or durably touched by those 
affections which are lighted at its torch, or at least tinged 
with its colours. Ilis heart sought little abroad, but con* 
tentedly dwelt in his family and in his study. He was one 
of those men of genius who repaid the tender care of a mother 
by rocking the cradle of her reposing ago. He ended a life, 
spent in searching for truth and exercising love, by desiring 
that ho should be buried in liis native parish, with his “ dear 
father and mother." Some of these delightful qualities were 
perhaps hidden from the casual observer in general society, 
by the want of that perfect sinqdicity of manner wliich is 
doubtless their natural rej)resciitative. Manner is a better 
mark of the state of a mind than those large and deliberate 
actions which form what is called conduct. Tt is the. constant 
and insensible trans])iratioii of character. In serious acts a 
man may display himself. In the thousand namel(^ss acts 
which compose manner, the mind betrays its habitual bent. 
Hut manner is then only an ind(‘X of disposition, when it is 
that of men who live at ease in the intimate familiarity of 
friends and equals. It may be diverted from sinqdicity by 
causes which do not reach so deep as the character ; by bad 
models, or by a restless and wearisome anxiety to shine, arising 
from many circumstances, none of which were j»robahly more 
common than the unseasouuhle exertions of a recluse student 
in society, and the unfortunate attempts of some others to 
take by violence the admiration of those with whom they do 
not associate with ease. The association with unlike or 
superior companions, which least distorts manners, is that 
which takes place with those classes whose secure dignity 
generally renders their oivn manners easy ; .with whom the art 
of pleasing or of not displeasing each other in society is a serious 
concern ; who have leisure enough to discover the positive 
and negative parts of ^the smaller moralities, and who, being 
trained to a watchful eye on what is ludicrous, apply the lash 
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of ridicule to affectation, the most ridiculous of faults. The 
busy in every department of life are too respectably occupied 
to form these manners or to bestow them. They are the 
frivolous work of polished idleness ; and perhaps their most 
serious value consists in the war which they wage against 
affectation ; though even there they betray their nature in 
punishing it, not as a deviation from nature, but as a badge 
of vulgarity. 

The prose of Dr. Brown is brilliant to excess. It must not 
be denied that its beauty is sometimes womanly ; that it too 
often melts down precision into elegance ; that it buries the 
main idea under a load of illustration, of which every part is 
expanded and adorned with such a visible labour, as to with- 
draw the mind from attention to the thoughts which it 
profcjssGS to introduce more easily into the understanding. It 
is darkened by excessive brightness ; it loses ease and liveli- 
ii(jss by over-dress ; and, in the midst of its luscious sweetness, 
we wish lor the striking and homely illustrations of Tucker, 
and for the pithy and sinewy sense of Paley, either of whom, 
by a single short metaphor from a familiar, perhaps a low 
object, could at one blow set the two worlds of reason and 
fancy in movement. 

It would be unjust to censure severely the declamatory 
parts of his I.ectures ; they are excusable in the lirst warmth 
of composition. They might even be justifiable allurements 
in attracting young hl^arers to abstruse speculations. Had he 
lived, he would i)robably have taken his thoughts out of the 
declamatory forms of spoken address, ami given to them the 
appearance, as well as the reality, of deep and subtile discus- 
sion. The habits,,iiideed, of so successful a lecturer, and the 
natural luxuriancy of his mind, could not fail to have some- 
what tinctured all his compositions ; but though he might 
still have fidleii shprt of simplicity, he certainly would have 
avoided much of the diffusion, and even commonplace, which 
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hang heavily on original and brilliant thoughts ; for it must 
be owned, that though, as a thinker, he is unusually original, 
yet when he falls among the declaimers, ho is infected by 
their commonplaces. 

In like manner, he would assuredly have shortened or left 
out many of the poetical quotations which he loved to recite, 
and which hearers even beyond youth hear with delight. 
There are two very different sorts of passages of poetry to bo 
found ill works on philosoidiy, which are as far asiiii<ler from 
each other in value as in matter. A philoso])her will admit 
some of those wonderful lines or words which bring to light 
the inliiiitc varieties of character, the furious bursts or wily 
workings of passion, the winding approache.s of temptation, 
the slippery path to dcpravit}', the beauty of tenderness, the 
grand(iur of wdiat is awful and holy in man. In (‘very such 
quotation, the moral jhilosopher, if he ])e successful, uses the 
best materials of his scicmce ; for what are they but th(^ results 
of cxj)erimtmt and observation on the human lu*art, pe.rformed 
by artists of far other skill and powcir than bis'^ 'J'hey are 
facts which could have only b(ien ascertained by llonuir, by 
Dante, 1 )y Shakesp(iare,by ( jervantes, hy il ton. Eveay year of 
admiration since the unknown perjod when the Iliad first gave 
delight, has i^xtorUid new proofs of the justness of the picture 
of human nature, from the resjxmding hearts of the admirers. 
Every strong feeling which these mashers Intve (jxcited, is a suc- 
cessful I’epetitioii of their original experiment, and a continually 
growing evidence of the greatness of their disciove.ries. Quota- 
tions of thLs nature may he the most satisfa(;tory, as wcsll as 
the most delightful proofs of philosophical ])Ositi()ns. Otlicjrs 
of inferior merit are not to he interdicted : a pointed maxim, 
especially when familiar, pleases, and is recollected. I can- 
not entirely conquer rny passion for the lioman and stoical 
declamation of some passages in Lucan ^d Akenside. But 
quotations from those who have written on pliilosophy in 
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verse, or, in other words, from those who generally are 
inferior philosophers, and voluntarily deliver their doctrines 
in the most disadvantageous form, seem to be unreasonable. 
It is agreeable, no doubt, to the jjhilosopher, still more to the 
youthful student, to meet his abstruse ideas clothed in the 
sonorous verse of Akenside. The surprise of the unexpected 
union of verse with science is a very lawful enjoyment. But 
such slight and momentary pleasures, though they may tempt 
the writer to display them, do not excuse a vain effort to 
obtnide them on the sympathy of the searcher after truth in 
after times. It is peculiarly unlucky that Dr. Brown should 
have sought supposed ornament from the moral commonplaces 
of Thomson, rather than from that illustration of philosophy 
which is really to be found in his picturesque strokes. 

Much more need not be said of Dr. Brown’s own poetry, 
somewhat voluminous as it is, than that it indicates fancy 
avd feeling, and rose at least to the rank of an elegant accom- 
plishment. It may seem a paradox, but it appears to me 
that he is really most jjoetical in those poems and passages 
which have the rtiost properly metaphyfflcnl cliaracter. For 
every various form of life and nature, when it is habitually 
contemplated, may insjnro feeling ; and the just representation 
of these feelings may be poetical Dr. Brown observed man, 
and his wider world, with the eye of a metaphysician ; 
and the dark results of such contemplations, when he re- 
viewed them, often filled liis soul with feelings which, being 
both grand and melancholy, were truly poetical. Unfor- 
tunately, however, few readers can be touched with fellow- 
feeling. He sings to few, and must be content with some- 
times moving a string in the soul of the lonely visionary, 
who, in the day-dreams of youth, has felt as well as meditated 
on the mysteries of nature. His heart has produced chaiming 
passages in all his poems ; but, generally speaking, they are 
only beautiful works of art and imitation. The choice of 
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Akenside as a favourite and a model may, without derogation 
from that writer, be considered as no proof of a poetically 
formed mind.* There is more poetry in many single lines of 
Cowper than in volumes of sonorous verses such as Akensido^s. 
Philosophical poetry is very different from versified philosophy. 
The former is the higliest exertion of genius, tlio latter cannot 
be ranked above the slighter amusements of ingenuity. Dr. 
Brown’s poetry was, it must be owned, composed either of 
imitations, whicli, with some exceptions, mfiy be produccil and 
read without feeling, or of effusions of such feelings only as 
meet a rare and faint echo in the human breast. 

A few words only can here be bestowed on the intellectual 
part of his ])hilosophy. It is an open revolt against the 
authority of lioid ; and, by a curious concurrence, he began 
to lecture nearly at the moment when the doctrim*s of that 
philosopher came to be taught with applause in France. 
Mr. Stewart had dissented from the language of lieid, »rid 
had ■widely departed from his opinions on stweral secondary 
theories. Dr. Brown rejected them entirely, lie very justly 
considered the claim of Keid to the merit of didcicting the 
universal delusion which had b(‘trayed philosoph(;rs into tho 
belief that ideas whicli were the solo objects of knowledge 
had a separate existence, as a proof -of his having mistaken 
their illustrative language for a metaphysical opinion ;t but 
he docs not do justice to the service which Beid really 
rendered to mental science, by keeping the attenti<jn of all 
future speculators in a state of more constant watchfulness 
against the transient influence of such an illusion. His choice 

* Bis accomplished fiieud, Mr. Erskiue, conf(;sscs tliat Pirowii’s 
poems “are not written in the language of plain and gross emotion. 
The string tou<jhed is too delicate for general syinjJathy. They ai*e ' 
in an unknown tongue to one-half” (he niiglit have siiid nineteen- 
twentieths) “ of the reading part of the community.” (Welsh’s Life of 
Brown, p. 431.) • * 

t Brown’s vol. ii. pp. 1-49. 
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of the term feeling* to denote the operations which wo usually 
refer to the understanding, is evidently too wide a departure 
from its ordinary use to have any probability of general 
adoption. No definition can strip so familiar a word of the 
thoughts and emotions which have so long accompanied it, so 
as to fit it for a technical term of the highest abstraction. If 
we can be said to have a feeling " of the equality of the angle 
of forty-five degrees to half the angle of ninety degrees,” + we 
may call Geometry and Arithmetic sciences of feeling He 
has very forcibly stated the necessity of assuming the 
l)r}mary nmwrml inlulHom of direct heJiff,** which, in their 
nature, are incapable of all proof. They seem to be accurately 
described as notions which cannot be conceived separately, 
but without which nothing can be conceived. They are not 
only necessary to reasoning and to belief, but to thought 
itself. It is equally impossible to prove or to disprove them. 
]1« has very justly blamed the school of Eeid for “ an extra- 
vagant and ridiculous ” multiplication of those principles 
'which ho truly represents as inconsistent with sound ])hilo- 
sophy. To philosophise is indeed nothing more than to 
sinqdify securely. J 

The substitution of suggestion for the former phrase, 
assoriofion (f id cos, 7vould hardly deserve notice in so 
cursory a view, if it had not led him to a serious misconcep- 
tion of the doctrines and deserts of other philosophers. The 
fault of the latter idirase is rather in the narrowness of the 

* lirowii’s Lecturer, vol. i. p. 220, otc.. t Ibid. vol. i. p. 222. 

t lh\ Drown always oxprc'ssos liiiusolf l)(*st wlierc. lie is short and 
familiar. “ An hypotliesis is n(»tliing more than a reason for making 
one experiment or ohservation nithe than jniother.” {Lectures, vol. i. 
p. 170.) In 1 SI 2, as the present wr ter observed to him that Keid and 
Hume dilfered more in words thai in opinion, he answered, “Yes; 
Reid bawled out, AVe must believe i i outward world ; but added in a 
whisjH*r, We eaii give no reason for c n* belii^f. Hume cries out, We can 
give no reason for such a notion ,iid w’hispcrs, 1 own we cannot get 
rid of it.” 
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last, than in the inadequacy of the first word. Association 
presents the fact in the light of a relation between two mental 
acts. Stiggestion denotes rather the pow(r of the one to call 
up the other. But whether we say that tlie sight of ashes 
suggests fire, or that the ideas of fire and ashes are associated, 
we mean to convey the same fact; and, in botli cases, an 
exact thinker means to accompany the fact with no hypothesis. 
Dr. Brown has supposed the word association as intended to 
affirm that tliere was some " intermediate i)roccs8”* between 
the original succession of the mental acts, and the power 
which they acquired therefrom of calling up each other. This 
is quite as much to raise up imaginary antagonists for the 
honour of conquering them, as he justly reprehends Ur. Beid 
for doing in the treatment of preceding philosoj)hcrs. lie 
falls into another more important and iinaecountable error, in 
representing his own reduction of ^Ir. Hume’s })rinciples of 
association (resemblance, contrariety, causation, contiguity 
time or jdace) to the one principle of contiguity, as a discovery 
of his own, by which his theory is distingiiislied from “ the 
universal opinion of philosophers.” t Nothing but too exclusive 
a consideration of the doctrines of the Scottish school could 
have led liim to speak thus of what was hintcjd by Aristotle, 
distinctly laid down by Hobbes, and fully unfolded both by 
Hartley and Condillac, He has, however, extremely enlarged 
the proof and the illustration of this law of mind, by the 
exercise of “a more subtile analysis,” and the disclosure of 
“a finer species of proximity.” J As he has thus aided and 
confirmed, though ho did not discover the general law, so he 
has rendered a new and very important service to mental 
science, by what he properly calls “ secondary laws of 
suggestion” § or association — circumstances which modify the 
action of the general law, and must be distinctly considered, 

* Lcd,urc8, vol. ii. jf}). 335-347. + vol. ii. p. 349. 

t Ibid. vol. iL p. 218, etc. § Ibid. vol. ii. p. 270. 
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in order to explain its connection with the phenomena. The 
enumeration and exposition are instructive, and the example 
is worthy of commendation. For it is in this lower region of 
science that most remains to be discovered ; it is that which 
rests most on observation, and least tempts to controversy ; 
it is by improvements in that part of knowledge that the 
foundations are secured and the whole building so repaired 
as to rest steadily on them. The distinction of common 
language between the head and the heart, which, as we have 
seen, is so often overlooked or misapplied by metaphysicians, 
is, in the system of Brown, signified by the terms “ mental 
states'' and “emotions." It is unlucky that no single word 
could be ibund for the former, and that the use of “ feeling," 
as the generic tenii, should disturb its easy comprehension 
■when it is applied more naturally. 

In our nmre proper province he has followed Butler, who 
apj^ears to have been chiefly known to him through ^Ir. 
Stewart, in the theory of the social afl'ections. Their disin- 
ter(istcdness is enforced by the arguments of both these philo- 
sophers, as well as of Hutcheson.* It is observable, how- 
ever, that he apjdies the principle of suggestion or association 
boldly to this part of human nature, and seems inclined to 
refer to it even sympathy itself.t It is hard to understand 
how, with such a disposition, on the subject of a principle so 
generally thought ultimate as Si/nqiaiJnj, he should, inconsist- 
ently with himself, follow Mr, Stewart in roiwesenting the 
theory which derives the affections from association, as “ a 
vindljir.aiion of ihe ar.JfLsJt. J He mistakes that theory 

by stating that it derives the afiections from our experience 
that our own interest was connected with that of others ; 
while, in truth, it considers our regard to our own interest as 
formed from the same original pleasures by association, which, 

* Brown’s LccturcSy vol. iii. p. 248. 'i IhUL vol. iii. p. 282. 
t Ibid. vol. iv. p. 82, ct sa/. 
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by the like process, may and do directly generate affections 
towards others, without passing through the channel of re- 
gard to our general happiness. But, says he, this is only an 
hypothesis, since the formation of these affections is acknow- 
ledged to belong to a time of which there is no remembrance 
— an objection fatal to every theory of any mental function — 
subversive, for example, of Berkeley’s discovery of acquired 
visual perception, and most strangely inconsistent in the 
mouth of a pliilosoj)her whose numerous siiiqdiii cations of 
mental theory are and must be founded on occurrences wliicli 
precede exj)erience. It is in all other cases, and it must be in 
this, sufficient that the princijde of the theory is really exist- 
ing, that it explains the appearances, that its sii]>posed action 
reaemhht^ what we know to be its action in those similar eases 
of which we have dir(?ot experhmee. I-astly, he in (jxpn^ss words 
admits that, according to the theory t(j which he objects, we 
have affections which are at present disinterested, t Is •it 
not a dir(^ct contradiction in terms to call sucii a theory 
“a modification of the selfish system T' llis language in the 
sequel clearly indicates a distrust of his own staleineiit, and a 
suspicion that he is not only inconsistent but altogether mis- 
taken. J 

As wo enter more deeply into the •territory of Ethics, we 
at length discover in Brown a distinction, the neglect of which 
by preceding speculators we have more than once lamented as 
productive of obscurity and confusion : — “TI kj im)i al aflections,” 
says he, “ which I consider at present, 1 consid(*r rather physio- 
logically ” (or, as he elsewhere better expresses it, “ psycho- 
logically ”) “ than ethically, Ufi jKirfts of (tur wviiial cnHsiiht- 
tioii, not as involving the falfilment or vif^latinn of <l/flios\”§ 
He immediately, however, loses sight of this distinction, and 
reasons inconsistently with it instead of following it to its 

+ Ihld. v»)I. iv. ]». 87. 

§ Ibid. vol. hi. p. 2^1. 


* Brown’s Lectures, -^1. iv. p. 87. 
t Ibid. vol. iv. i)p. 94-97. 
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proper consequences in his explanation of conscience. Per- 
haps, indeed (for the words are capable of more than one 
sense), he meant to distinguish the virtuous affections from 
those sentiments which have morality exclusively in view, 
rather than to distinguish the theory of moral sentiment 
from the attempt to ascertain the characteristic quality of 
right action. Friendship is conformable in its dictates to 
morality ; but it may and does exist, without any view to it. 
He who feels the affections and performs the duties of friend- 
ship, is the object of that distinct emotion which is called 
moral approbation. 

It is on the subject of conscience, that, in imitation of 
Mr. Stewart, and with no other arguments than his, he 
makes his chief stand against the tlieory which considers the 
formation of that master faculty itself as probably referable 
to the necessary and universal operation of those laws of 
human nature to which he himself ascribes almost every 
other state of mind. On both sides of this question the 
supremacy of conscience is held alike to be venerable and 
absoluti?. Once more, be it remembered tliat the question 
is puK^ly ])hilosophical, and is only, M'h(‘ther, from the im- 
j)Ossibility of exidaining its formation by morti general laws, 
we are reduced to the necessity of considering it as an original 
fact in human nature, of wdiich no further account can be 
given. Li*t it, howi*ver, be also remembered that we are not 
driven to this sui)positiou by the mere circumstance, that no 
satisfactory explanation has yet appeared ; for there are many 
analogies in an unexplained state of mind to states already 
explained, which may justify us in believing that the ex- 
planation recpiires vnly more accurate observation, and more 
patient meditation, to l>e brought to that completeness which 
it probably will attain. 
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SECTION VII. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

Havinc. tlnis agiiin proniiscil an already often repeated warn- 
ing, it remains that we should ofler a lew observations on tlie 
que.stiuns so understood, which naturally occur on the con- 
sideration of Or. Lrown's argument, in sup])ort of the pro- 
position, that moral ajjprobation is not only in its mature 
state independent of, and superior to, any other principle of 
human nature, r(‘garding which th<‘re is no dispute., hut that 
its origin is tiltogether inexpHcahle, and that its existence is 
an ultimate fact in mental sci(*nce. Though these observa- 
tions an? imnuMliately occasioned by the jM*rusal of ErowiT, 
they are yet, in the main, of a general nature, and might have 
been made without reference to any i>articular writer. 

The term which might be inolfensivo in de- 

scribing merely intellectual a.ssociations, becomes peculiarly 
unsuitable when it is applied to those combinations of thought 
with emotion, and to those unions of feeling, which com])08o 
the emotive nature of man. Its common sen.se of a sign r«- 
callimj the thing signified, always embroils the new sense 
vainly forced upon it. No one can help owning, that if it 
w-ere consistently pursued, so as that we were to speak of sufj- 
(jrMhig a faaUug or passioii, the language would be universally 
tbouglit absurd. To suggest love or liatrod is a mode of ex- 
pression so manifestly incongruous, that nnJst readers would 
choose to understand it as suggesting reflections on the sub- 
ject of these passions. Suggctti would not be understood by 
any common reader as synonymous wdlh fevive or reklvdle. 
Defects of the same sort may indeed be found in the parallel 
• R 
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phrases of most if not all philosophers, and all of them pro- 
ceed from the same source — ^namely, the erroneous but pre- 
valent notion, that the law of association produces only such 
a close union of a thought and a feeling, as gives one the 
power of reviving the other; instead of the truth, that it 
forms them into a new compound, in which the properties of 
the component parts are no longer discoverable, and which 
may itself become a substantive principle of human nature. 
They supposed the condition, produced by its power, to 
resemble that of material substances in a state of mechanical 
dilfusion ; whereas, in reality, it may be better likened to a 
chemical combination of the same substances, from which a 
totally new product arises. The language involves a con- 
fusion of the question, which relates to the orifjhi of the prin- 
ciples of human activity, with the other and for more important 
question which relates to their nature ; and as soon as this 
uistinction is hidden, the theorist is either betrayed into the 
selfish system by a desire of clearness and simplicity, or 
tempted to the needless multiplication of ultimate facts by 
mistaken anxiety for what he supposes to be the guards of 
our social and moral nature. The defect is common to 
Erown with his predecessors, but in him less excusable ; for 
he saw the truth and 'recoiled from it. 

It is the main defect of the term aa^oelailon itself that it 
does not, without long habit, convey the notion of a perfect 
union, but rather leads to that of a combination which may 
be dissolved, if not at pleasure, at least with the hel]) of care 
and exertion ; which [notion] is utterly and dangerously false 
in the important cases where such unions are considered as 
constituting the most essential principles of human nature. 
Men can no more dissolve these unions than they can disuse 
their habit of judging of distance by the eye, and often by the 
ear. But sxKjtjesiion implies, that what suggests is separate 
from. what is suggested, and consequently negatives that 
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unity in an active principle which the whole analogy of 
nature, as well as our own direct consciousness, shows to be 
perfectly compatible with its origin in composition. 

Large concessions are, in the first place, to be remarked, 
which must be stated, because they very much narrow the 
matter in dispute. Those lyho, before llrown, contended 
against beneficial tendency as the standard of morality, have 
either shut their eyes on the connection of virtue with 
general utility ; or carelessly and obscun^ly allowed, without 
further remark, a connection which is at least one of the most 
remarkable and important of ethical facts. He acts more 
boldly, and avowedly discusses “ the relation of virtue to 
utility.” lie was compelled by that discussion to make those 
concessions which so much abridge this controvtTsy. “ Utility 
and virtue are so related, that there is j^erhaps no action 
generally felt to be virtuous, which it would not be beneficial 
that all men in similar circumstances should imitate.”* “ In 
every case of benefit or injury, willingly done, there arise 
certain emotions of moral approbation or disapj)robntion.”t 
“Tlie intentional produce of evil, as pure evil, is always 
hated ; and that of good, as pure gc)od, always loved.” J All 
virtuous acts are thus admitted to bo universally beneficial ; 
morality and the general benefit are acknowledged always to 
coincide. It is hard to say, then, why they should not be 
reciprocally tests of each other, though in a very different 
way ; — the virtuous feelings, fitted as they are by immediate 
appearance, by quick and powerful action, being sufficient 

* Lectures^ vol. iv. p. 45. The unphilosophical word “ jKjrliaps*' 
must be struck out of the jiroposition, unless thevrhole be considered 
as a mere conjecture. It limits no affirmation, but destroys it, by cod* 
Verting it into a guess. See the like concession, voL iv. p. 33, with 
som^ words interlarded, which betray a sort of reluctance and fluctua- 
tion, indicative of the difHc\jlty with which Brown struggled to with- 
hold his assent from truths which he unreasonably dreaded. 

t Ihld. vol. iii. p. 567. J Ihid. vol. iiL p. 62f. 
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tests of morality in the moment of action, and for all practical 
purposes ; while the consideration of tendency to general 
happiness, a more obscure and slowly discoverable quality, 
should be applied in general reasoning, as a test of the senti- 
ments and dispositions themselves. It has been thus em- 
ployed, and no proof has been attempted that it has ever 
deceived those who used it in the proper place. It has uni- 
formly served to justify our moral constitution, and to show 
how reasonable it is for us to be guided in action by our 
higher feelings. At all events, it should be, but has not been 
considered, that from these concessions alone it follows that 
beneficial tendency is at least one constant property of virtue. 
Is not this, in effect, an admission that beneficial tendency 
does distinguish virtuous acts and dispositions from tliose 
which we call vicious 1 If the criterion be incomplete or 
delusive, let its faults he specified, and let some other quality 
be pointed out, which, either singly or in combination with 
beneficial tendency, may more perfectly indicate the dis- 
tinction. 

But let us not be assailed by arguments which leave un- 
touched its value as a test, and are in tmth directed only 
against its fitness as an immediate incentive and guide to 
right action. To those who contend for its use in the latter 
character, it must bo left to defend, if they can, so unten- 
able a position. But all others must regard as pure sophistry 
the use of arguments against it as a test, which really show 
nothing more than its acknowledged unfitness to be a motive. 

When voluntary benefit and voluntary injury are pointed 
out as the main, if not the sole objects of moral approbation 
and disapprobation — when we are told truly, that the pro- 
duction of good, as good, is always loved, and that of evil, as 
such, always hated — can we require a more clear, short, and 
unanswerable prodf, that beneficial tendency is an essential 
quality of virtue 1 It is indeed an evidently necessary conse- 
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quence of this statement, that if benevolence be amiable in 
itself, our alfection for it must increase with its extent ; and 
that no man can be in a perfectly right state of mind, who, if 
he consider general happiness at all, is not ready to acknow- 
ledge that a good man must regard it as being in its own 
nature the most desirable of all objects, however the con- 
stitution and cireumstai\ces of human nature may render 
it unlit or impossible to pursue it iUrvcihj as the object 
of life. It is at the same time ap]>ar(‘nt that no such man 
can consider any habitual disposition, clearly discerned to be 
in its whole result at variance with geiuTal happiness, as not 
unworthy of being cultivated, or as not lit to be roobul out. 
It is manifest that, if it were othcrwivS(‘, he w'ould cease to be 
benevolent. As soon as we coneeive the sublime idea of a 
Leing who not only forese(*s, but commands, all the conse- 
quences of the actions of all voluntary agiuits, this scheme of 
reasoning a])pears far more clear. In such a case*, if our 
moral sentiments remain the same, lh(*y eom])el us to attri- 
bute Ids whoh; government of the world to ben(jvt>lenc.e. The 
consequence is as mH*,(*ssary us in any proc(‘Ss of reasoning ; 
for if our moral nature be supposed, it will a]>pear self-evident, 
that it is as much impossible for us to love and revere such a 
Ileing, if we ascribe to him a mixed or imperfect benevolence, 
as to believe the must positive contradiction in te.rms. Now, 
as religion consists in that love and reverence, it is evi<l<‘nt 
that it ainnot subsist without a belief in benevolence as the 
sole principle of Divine government. It is nothing to Udl 
us that this is not a process of reasoning, or, to speak more 
exactly, that the lirst propositions are assuimul. Tlie lii-st 
propositions in every discussion relating to ihtellcctual opera- 
tions must likewise he assumed. Conscience is not reason, 
but it is not less an essential part of human nature than 
reason. Principles which are essential to all its operations 
are as much entitled to immediate and implicit assent, as liliose 
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principles which stand in the same relation to the reasoning 
faculties. The laws prescribed by a benevolent Being to his 
creatures must necessarily be founded on the principle of pro- 
moting their happiness. It would be singular indeed, if the 
proofs of the goodness of God, legible in every part of nature, 
should not, above all others, be most discoverable and con- 
spicuous in the beneficial tendency of His moral laws. 

But we are ashed. If tendency to general welfare be the 
standard of virtue, why is it not always present to the con- 
templation of every man who does or prefers a virtuous 
action 1 Must not utility be in that case “ the felt essence of 
virtue?’** Why are other ends, besides general happiness, 
fit to bo morally pursued 1 

These questions, which are all founded on that confusion 
of the theory of actions with the theory of sentimefntsy against 
which the reader was so early warned,t might be dismissed 
with no more than a reference to that distinction from the 
forgetfulness of which they have arisen. By those advocates 
of utility, indeed, who hold it to be a necessary part of their 
system that some glimpse at least of tendency to personal or 
general well-being is an essential part of the motives which 
render an action virtuous, these questions cannot be satis- 
factorily answered. Against such they are arguments of 
irresistible force ; but against the doctrine itself, rightly 
understood and justly bounded, they are altogether power- 
less. The reason why there may, and must be, many ends 
morally more fit to be pursued in practice than general happi- 
ness, is plainly to bo found in the limited capacity of man. 
A perfectly good being who foresees and commands all the 
consequences of action, cannot indeed be conceived by us to 
have any other end in view than general well-being. Why 
evil exists under that perfect government is* a question 
towards the solution of which the b.pman imderstanding can 
* Lectures, vol. iv. p. 38. t See supra, pp. 11-15. 
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scarcely advance a single step. But all who hold the evil to 
exist only for good, and own their inability to explain why 
or how, are perfectly exempt from any charge of inconsistency 
in their obedience to the dictates of their moral nature. The 
measure of the faculties of man renders it absolutely necessary 
for him to have many other practical ends ; the pursuit of all 
of which is moral, when it actually tends to general happi- 
ness, though that last end never entered into the contempla- 
tion of the agent. It is impossible for us to calculate the 
effects of a single action, any more than the chances of a 
single life. But let it not be hastily concluded that the 
calculation of consequences is impossible in moral subjects. 
To calculate the gcmeral tendency of every sort of human 
action, is a possible, easy, and common operntioiL The 
general good effects of temperance, prudence, fortitude, justice, 
benevolence, gratitude, veracity, fidelity — of the affections of 
kindred, an<i of love for our country — are the subjects M 
calculations which, taken as generalities, are absolutely un- 
erring. They are founded on a larger and lirmer basis of 
more uniform experience, than any of those ordinary calcula- 
tions which govern prudent men in the whole business of 
life. An appeal to those daily and familiar transactions 
furnishes at once a decisive answer, both to those advocates 
of utility who represent the consideration of it as a necessary 
ingredient in virtuous motives, as well as moral approbation, 
and to those opponents who turn the unwarrantable inferences 
of unskilful advocates into proofs of the absurdity into which 
the doctrine leads. 

The cultivation of all the habitual sentiments from which 
the various classes of virtuous actions flow — the constant 
practice of such actions — the strict observance of rules in all 
that province of Ethics which can be subjected to rules — the 
watchful care of all t^e outworks of every part of duty, of 
that descending series of useful habits which, being seonrities 
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to virtue, become themselves virtues — are so many ends which 
it is absolutely necessary for man to pursue and to seek for 
their own sake. 

“ I saw D'Alembert,” says a late writer, “ congratulate 
a young man very coldly, who brought him a solution of a 
problem. The young man said, ‘ I have done this in order 
to Ixave a seat in the Academy.* ‘Sir,* answered D’Alembert, 
‘with such dispositions you never will earn one. Science 
must bo loved for its own sake, and not for the advantage to 
be derived. iN’o other principle will enable a man to make 
progress in the sciences.* *** It is singular that D’Alembert 
should not perceive the extensive application of this truth to 
the whole nature of man. No man can make progress in a 
virtue who does not seek it for its own sake. No man is a 
friend, a lover of his country, a kind father, a dutiful son, 
who docs not consider the cultivation of affection and the 
performance of duty in all these cases respectively as incumbent 
on him for their own sake, and not for the advantage to be 
derived from them. Whoever serves another with a view of 
advantage to himself is universally acknowledged not to act 
from affection. But the more immediate application of this 
truth to our purpose is, that in the case of those virtues which 
are the means of cultivating and preserving other virtues, it 
is necessary to acquire love and reverence h^r the secondary 
virtues for their own sake, without which they never will be 
effectual means of sheltering juid strengthening those intrin- 
sically higher qualities to which they are appointed to minister. 
Every moral act must be considered as an end, and men must 
banish from their practice the regard to the most naturally 
subordinate duty j^s a means. Those who are per])lexed by 
the supposition that secondary virtues, making up, by the 
vjctertt of their beneficial tendency, for what in each particular 
instance they may Yaiit in matjnitude, may become of as great 
* M^moircs dc MontlosicTf vol. i. p. 50. 
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importance as the primary virtues themselves, would do well 
to consider a parallel though very homely case. A house is 
useful for many purposes : many of these purposes are, in 
themselves, for the time, more important than shelter. The 
destruction of the house may, nevertlieless, hetM^nu* a greater 
evil than the dt;foat of several of these purposes, beiuiusc it is 
permanently convenient, and indeed ne(;essary to the i»x»*cu- 
tion of most of tlieni. A floor is made for warmth, for ilryness 
— to 8U})port tables, cliairs, beds, and all the household im- 
plements which contribute to acxiommodation and to phiasure. 
The floor is valuable only as a means ; but, as the, only means 
by which many ends are attained, it may be much more 
valuable than some of them. The table, might be, and 
generally is, of uku’c valuable timber than the. floor ; but 
the workman who should for that reason tak(‘ more jKiiiis in 
making the table strong than the floor stnaire wotdd not long 
be em})loyed by customers of c(»mmon scmse. The eminecti^n 
of that part of morality which regulates tin*, intenroui st*, of the 
sexes with benevolence, affords the most striking instance of 
the very great importance wliich may b(‘.long to a virtue, in 
itself secondary, but on wdiich the general cultivation of the 
highest virtues pe.rnianently dcjjends. l)(ilicacy and modesty 
may be thought chiefly worthy of cultivation, ])ecause they 
guard purity : but they must be loved h)r their own sake,, with- 
out which they cannot flourish. Purity is the sole school of 
domestic fidelity, and donnistic fidelity is the only nursery of 
the affections between parents and cbildren, from children 
towards each other, and, through these aflectioiis, of all the 
kindness w'liich renders the world habitable. At each step 
in the progress, the appropriate end miwt bo lov(‘,d for its 
own sake ; and it is easy to see how the only means of sowing 
the seeds of benevolence, in all its forms, may become of far 
greater importance tj^an many of the% modifications and 
exertions even of benevolence itself. To those who wjH con- 
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aider this subject, it will not loDg seem strange that the 
sweetest and most gentle affections grow up only under the 
apparently cold and dark shadow of stem duty. The obliga- 
tion is strengthened, not weakened, by the consideration that 
it arises from human imperfection ; which only proves it to 
be founded on the nature of man. It is enough that the 
pursuit of all these separate ends leads to general well-being, 
the promotion of which is the final purpose of the creation. 

The last and most specious argument against beneficial 
tendency, even as a test, is conveyed in the question, why 
moral approbation is not bestowed on every thing beneficial, 
instead of being confined, as it confessedly is, to voluntary 
acts 1 It may plausibly be said, that the establishment of 
the beneficial tendency of all those voluntary acts which are 
the objects of moral approbation is not sufficient, since, if 
such tendency be the standard, it ought to follow, that what- 
ei&r is useful should also be morally approved. To answer, 
as has before been done,* that experience gradually limits 
moral approbation and disapprobation to voluntary acts, by 
teaching us that they [approbation and disapprobation] in- 
fiuence the will, but are wholly wasted if they bo applied to 
any other object, — though the fact be true, and contributes 
somewhat to the result, — is certainly not enough. It is at 
l)est a partial solution. Perhaps, on reconsideration, it is en- 
titled only to a secondaiy place. To seek a foundation for 
universal, ardent, early, and immediate feelings, in processes 
of an intellectual nature, has, since the origin of philosophy, 
been the grand error of ethical inquirers into human nature. 
To seek for such a foundation in association, an early and in- 
sensible process, vrhich confessedly mingles itself with the 
composition of our first and simplest feelings, and which is 
common to both parts of our nature, is not liable to the same 
animadversion. If' 'conscience be uniformly produced by the 
* See suprOf pp. 144-5. 
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regular and harmonious co-operation of many processee of as* 
sociation, the objection is in reality a challenge to produce a 
complete theory of it, founded on that principle, by exhibit- 
ing such a full account of all these processes as may satis- 
factorily explain why it proceeds thus far and no farther. 
This would be a very arduous attempt, and perhaps it may be 
premature. But something may be more modestly tried to- 
wards an outline^ which, though it might leave many par- 
ticulars unexplained, may justify a reasonable expectation 
that they are not incapable of explanation ; and may even 
now assign such reasons for the limitation of approbation to 
voluntary acts, as may convert the objection derived from 
that fact into a corroboration of the doctrines to which it has 
been opposed as an insurmountable difficulty. Such an at- 
tempt will naturally lead to the close of the prc‘.8ent Disserta- 
tion. The attempt has indeed been already made,* but not 
without great apprehensions on the part of the author, that 
he has not been clear enough, especially in those parts which 
appeared to himself to owe most to his own reflection. He 
will now endeavour, at the expense of some repetition, to be 
more satisfactory. 

There must be primary pleasures, pains, and even appetites, 
which arise from no prior state of mind, and which, if ex- 
plained at all, can be derived only from bodily organisation ; 
for if there were not, there could be no secondary desires. 
What the number of the underived principles may be, is a 
question to which the answers of philosophers have been ex- 
tremely various, and of which the consideration is not neces- 
sary to our present purpose. The rules of philosophising, 
however, require that causes should not Jbe multiplied with- 
out necessity. Of two explanations, therefore, which give an 
equally satisfactory account of appearances, that theoiy is 
manifestly to be preferred which supposes the smaller number 
* See 9upra^ pp* 120-1, 164-173. • 
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of ultimate and inexplicable principles. This maxim, it is 
true, is subject to three indispensable conditions. 1. That 
the principles employed in the explanation should be known 
really to exist : in wliich consists the main distinction between 
hypothesis and theory. Gravity is a principle universally 
known to exist ; ether and a nervous fluid are mere supposi- 
tions. 2. That these principles should be known to produce 
eflects Ulco those which are ascribed to them in the theory. 
This is a further distinction between hypothesis and theory ; 
for there are an infinite number of degrees of likeness, from 
the faint rescimblances which have led some to fancy that the 
functions of the nerves depend on electricity, to the remark- 
able coincidences between the appearances of projectiles on 
earth and tlie movements of the heavenly bodies, which con- 
stitute the Newtonian system ; a theory now perfect, though 
exclusively founded on analogy, and in which one of the 
classes of idionomena brought together by it is not the sub- 
ject of direct experience. 3. lliat it should correspond, if not 
with all tlie facts to be explained, at least with so great a 
m.'ijority of them as to render it highly probable that means 
will in time be found of reconciling it to all. It is only on 
this ground that the Newtonian system justly claimed the 
title of a legitimate? theory during that long period when it 
was unable to exj)laiii many ceh?stial appearances, before the 
labours of a century, and the genius of Laj)lace, at length 
completed the theory, by ada])ting it to all the phenomena. 
A theory may be just before it is complete. 

In the application of these canons to the theory which 
derives most of the principles of human action from the 
transfer of a simill number of ideasures, perhaps organic, by 
the law of association, to a vast variety of new objects, it 
cannot be denied, \si, That it satisfies the first of the above 
conditions, inasmuch* as association is imlly one of the laws 
of hiuunn nature ; 2d///, That it also satisfies the second, for 
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association certainly produces efTects like those which are 
referred to it by this theory, otherwise there would be no 
secondary desires, no acquired relishes and dislikes ; — facts 
universally acknowledged, which are and can be explained 
only by the principle called by Hobbes menial diseonrse ; — 
by I-ocke, Hume, Hartley, Condillac, and the majority of 
speculators, as well as in common speech, asiiociation ; — by 
Tucker, tramdatiou ; and by Jlrown suptjcftfian. The facts 
generally referred to the })rinciple resemble those which are 
claimed for it by the theory in this important ])articular, 
that in both cases equally, pleasure becomes attached to per- 
fectly new things, so tliat the derivative dosings become j)er- 
fectly independent on the primary. The great dissimilarity 
of these two class(‘.s of passions has been supposed to consist 
in this, that the fornn'r always regards the interest of the in- 
dividual, while the latter regards the welliiro of others. The 
philosojdiical world Inis b(*(*n almost entirely dividi'd int(^ t(to 
sects ; the partisans of sellishnoss, comjuising mostly all the 
predecessors of liutler, and the greater part of his successors ; 
and the advocates of bimevolence, who have generally con- 
tended that the reality of disinterestedness (hipmids on its 
being a primary jiri/teiple. Enough has been said by Eutler 
against the more fatal heresy of selfishness. Something has 
already been said against the error of the advocates of dis- 
interestedness, in the progress of this attempt to develoj) 
ethical truths historically, in the order in which inquiry and 
controversy brought them out with increasing brightness. 
The analogy of the material world is indeed faint, and often 
delusive ; yet we dare not utterly reject that on which the 
whole technical language of mental and moral science is ne- 
cessarily grounded. The whole creation teems with instances 
where the most powerful agents and the most lasting bodies 
are the acknowledged ^results of the composition, sometimes 
of a few, often of many elements. These compound# often 
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in their tom become the elements of other substances ; and 
it is with them that we are conversant chiefly in the pursuits 
of knowledge, solely in the concerns of life. No man ever 
fancied that, because they were compounds, they were therefore 
less real. It is impossible to confound them with any of the 
separate elements which contribute towards their formation. 
But a much more close resemblance presents itself. Every 
secondary desire, or acquired relish, involves in it a transfer 
of pleasure to something which was before indifferent or dis- 
agreeable. Is the new pleasure the less real for being ac- 
quired 1 Is it not often preferred to the original enjoyment ? 
Are not many of these secondary pleasures indestructible ? 
Do not many of them survive primary appetites ? Lastly, 
the important principle of regard to our own general wel- 
fare, which disposes us to prefer it to immediate pleasure, 
unfortunately called self-love (as if, in any intelligible sense 
of the term hwcy it were possible for a man to love him- 
self), is perfectly intelligible if its origin be ascribed to associa- 
tion, but utterly incomprehensible if it be considered as prior 
to the ai)petite3 and desires, which alone furnish it with 
materials. As happiness consists of satisfactions, self-love 
presupposes appetites and desires which are to be satisfied. 
If the order of time were important, the affections are formed 
at an earlier period than many self-regarding passions, and 
they always precede the formation of self-love. 

Many of the later advocates of the disinterested system, 
though recoiling from an apparent approach to the selfishness 
into which the purest of their antagonists had occasionally 
fallen, were gradually obliged to make concessions to the 
derivative system, though clogged with the contradictory 
assertion, that it was only a refinement of selfishness : and we 
have seen that Brown, the last and not the least in genius of 
them, has nearly abandoned the greatDT, though not indeed 
the most important part of the territory in dispute, and 
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scarcely contends for any nnderived principle but the moral 
faculty. 

In this state of opinion among the very small number* in 
Great Britain who still preserve some remains of a taste for 
such speculations, it is needless here to trace the application 
of the law of association to the formation of the secondary 
desires, whether private or social. For our present purjwses, 
the explanation of their origin may be assumed to be satis- 
factory. In what follows, it must, however, be steadily 
borne in mind, that this concession involves an admission, 
that the pleasure derived from low objects may bo transferred 
to the most pure ; that from a part of a self-regarding 
appetite such a pleasure may become a portion of a perfectly 
disinterested desire ; and that the disinterested nature and 
absolute independence of the latter arc not in the slightest 
degree impaired by the consideration that it is formed by 
one of those grand mental i>rocc8ses to which the formatidh 
of the other habitual states of the human mind have been, 
with great probability, ascribed. 

Wlien tlie social affections are thus formed, they are 
naturally followed in every instance by the will to do what- 
ever can jiroinote their object. Compassion excites a voluntary 
determination to do whatever relieves the person pitied. The 
like process must occur in every case of gratitude, generosity, 
and affection. Nothing so uniformly follows the kind dis- 
position as the act of will, because it is the only means by 
which the benevolent desire can be gratified. Tlie result of 
what Brown justly calls ‘*a finer analysis,^* shows the mental 
contiguity of the affection to the volition to be much closer 
than appears on a coarser examination of this part of our 
nature. No wonder, then, that the strongest association, the 
most active power of reciprocal suggestion, should subsist 
between them. As ay the affections arc^ delightful, so the 
volitions, voluntary acts which are the only means of their 
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gratification, become agreeable objects of contemplation to 
the mind. The habitual disposition to perform them is felt 
in ourselves, and observed in others, with satisfaction. As 
these feelings become more lively, the absence of them may 
be viewed in ourselves with a pain, in others with an aliena- 
ation, capable of indefinite increase. They become entirely 
independent sentiments ; still, however, receiving constant 
supplies of nourishment from their parent affections, which, 
in well-balanced minds, reciprocally strengthen each other; 
uidike the unkind passions, which are constantly engaged in 
the most angry conflicts of civil war. In this state we desire 
to experience these henrfiecnt voUfiorts, to cultivate a dis- 
position towards them, and to do every correspondent volun- 
tary act. They are for their own sake the objects of desire. 
They thus constitute a large portion of tliose emotions, desires, 
and afl'ections, which regard certain dispositions of the mind 
afld determinations of the will as their sole and ultimate end. 
These are what are called the moral sense, the moral senti- 
ments, or best, though most simply, by the ancient name of 
Goiwciertce; which has the merit, in our language, of being 
applied to no other purpose, which peculiarly marks the strong 
working of these feelings on conduct, and which, from its 
solemn and sacred character, is well adapted to denote the 
venerable authority of the highest principle of human nature. 

Nor is this all : It has already been seen that not only 
sympathy with the sufferer, but indignation against the 
wrong-doer, contributes a large and important share towards 
the moral feelings. We are angry at those who disappoint 
our wish for the happiness of others. Wc make the resent- 
ment of the innocent person wronged our own. Our moderate 
anger approves all well-proportioned punishment of the*, 
wrong-doer. We hence approve those dispositions and 
actions of voluntary agents which promote such suitable 
punishment, and disapprove those which hinder its infliction 
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or destroy its eflect ; at the head of which may be placed 
that excess of punishment beyond the average feelings of 
good men, w’hich turns the indignation of the calm bystander 
against the culprit into pity. In this state, when anger is 
duly moderated, — when it is proportioned to the wrong — 
when it is detached from personal considerations — wlien f//V- 
podtions and actions are its vlthnatc uhjects ^ — it becomes a 
sense of justice, and is so purified as to be tittod to be a new 
element of conscience. There is no part of morality wdiich 
is so dirccthj aided by a conviction of the necessity of its 
observance to the general interest as justice. The connection 
between them is discoverable by the most common under- 
standing. All public deliberations profess the public welfare 
to be their object ; all laws propose it as their end. This 
calm principle of public utility serves to mediate b(>tween the 
sometimes repugnant feelings which arise in the punishment 
of criminals, by repressing undue pity on one hand, and 
reducing resontnient to its proper level on the other. Hence 
the uns})eakable importance of criminal laws as a part of the 
moral education of mankind. Whenever they carefully con- 
form to the moral sentiments of the age and country — when 
they are withheld from approaching the limits within which 
the disapprobation of good men would confine punishment, 
they contribute in the highest degree to increase the ignominy 
of crimes, to make men recoil from the first suggestions of 
criminality, and to nourish and mature the sense of justice, 
which lends now vigour to the conscience with which it has 
been united. 

Other contributary streams present themselves. Qualities 
which are necessary to virtue, but may be subservient to vice, 
may, independently of that excellence or of that defect, be in 
themselves admirable. Courage, energy, decision, are of this 
nature. In their wild &tate they are often Savage and destruc- 
tive. When they are tamed by the society of the affections, 
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and trained np in obedience to the moral faculty, they become 
virtues of the highest order, and, by their name of magnanimity ^ 
proclaim the general sense of mankind that they are the cha- 
racteristic qualities of a great soul. They retain whatever 
was admirable in their unreclaimed state, together with all 
tliat they borrow from their new associate and their high ruler. 
Their nature, it must be owned, is prone to evil ; but this 
propensity does not hinder them from being rendered capable 
of being ministers of good, in a state where the gentler virtues 
require to be vigorously guarded against the attacks of daring 
depravity. It is thus that the strength of the well-educated 
elephant is sometimes employed in vanquishing the fierceness 
of the tiger, and sometimes used as a means of defence against 
the shock of his brethren of the same species. The delightful 
contemplation, however,of these qualities, when purely applied, 
becomes one of the sentiments of which the dispositions and 
a6tions of voluntary agents are the direct and final object. 
By this resemblance they are associated with the other moral 
principles, and with them contribute to form Conscience, 
which, as the master faculty of the soul, levies such large 
contributions on every province of human nature. 

It is important, in this point of view, to consider also the 
moral ajiprobation which is undoubtedly besto^ved on those 
dispositions and actions of voluntary agents which terminate 
in their own satisfaction, security, and well-being. They have 
been called duties to ourselves, as absurdly as a regard to our 
own greatest happiness is called self-love. But it cannot be 
reasonably doubted that intemperance, improvidence, timidity, 
even when considered only in relation to the individual, are 
not only regretted as imprudent, but blamed as morally wrong. 
It was excellently observed by Aristotle that a man is not 
commended as teniperaiey so long as it costs him efforts of 
self-denial to persevere in the practice of temperance, but 
only when he prefers that virtue for its own sake. He is not 
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meek, nor bravo, as long as the most vigorous self-command 
is necessary to bridle his anger or his fear. On the same 
principle, he may be judicious or prudent, but he is not 
benevolent, if he confers benefits with a view to his own 
greatest happiness. In like manner, it is ascertained by 
experience that all the masters of science and of art — that 
all those w’ho have successfully pursued truth and knowledge 
— love them for their own sake, without regard to the gene- 
rally imaginary powtir of interest, or even to the dazzling 
crown which fame may place on their heads.* T>ut it may 
still be reasonably asked, w’hy these useful qualities are 
morally improved, and how they become ca])able c»f being 
combined with those ]>ublic and disinterested sentiments 
which principally constitute conscience ? The answer is, 
because tiny are entindy conversant with volitions and volun- 
tary actions, and in that respect resiunble the other constitu- 
ents of conscience, with wdiicli th(*y are thereby fitted to 
mingle and coal(‘sce. Like those other principles, they may 
be detached from what is personal and outward, and fixed on 
the dispositions and actions, which are the only means of 
j)romoting their ends. The .scfpience of th(;se ])rinc.ij)les and 
acts of will becomes so frequent that the association between 

* S<*e tlic “Pursuit of Knowledge under Dilfiriil tics,” ii discourse form- 
ing the first ]Kirt of the tliird voJuine of llie Lihrary of ICntrrfnini ny 
KnmclcdtjCj London, 1829. Tlie author of this Essay will by otliers 
be placed at the liead ol' those who, in tlie midst of arduous e.iiqdoy- 
incnts, and surj ounded hy all the allurements of society, yet find leisure 
for exerting the unwearied vigour of their minds in every mode of 
rendering i>ermanent service to the liuman species ; mure esjH^cially in 
spreading a love of knowledge, and dilfusing useful truth aniring all 
cliLSses of men. Those voluntary occupations deserve our attention still 
less as examples of prodigious power than as procjfs of an intimate (;()n- 
viction, wdiich binds them hy unity of purpose with his public duties, 
that (to use tlie almost dying words of an excellent jHirson), “ man can 
neither be happy without virtue, nor actively virWioiis without lila^ty, 
nor securely fn*e without ralionul knowledge.” (Close of Sir W. Jones’ 
last Discourse to the Anatic Society cU Calcutta.) ^ 
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both may be as firm as in the former cases. All those senti- 
ments of which the final object is a state of the will become 
thus intimately and inseparably blended ; and of that perfect 
state of solution (if such words may be allowed) the result is 
Conscience — the judge and arbiter of human conduct ; which, 
though it does not supersede ordinary motives of virtuous 
feelings and habits, which are the ordinary motives of good 
actions, yet exercises a lawful authority even over them, and 
ought to blend with them. Whatsoever actions and disposi- 
tions are approved by conscience acquire the name of virtues 
or duties ; they are pronounced to deserve commendation ; 
and we are justly considered as under a moral ohligation to 
practise the actions and cultivate the dispositions. 

The coalition of the private and public feelings is very 
remarkable in two points of view, from which it seems hitherto 
to have been scarcely observed. Firsty It illustrates very 
forcibly all that has been here offered to. prove, that the 
peculiar character of the moral sentiments consists in their 
exclusive reference to states of will, and that every feeling 
which has that quality, when it is purified from all admixture 
with different objects, becomes capable of being absorbed into 
Conscience, and of being assimilated to it, so as to become 
. a part of it. For no’ feelings can bo more unlike each other 
in their object than tlie private and the social ; and yet, as 
both employ voluntary actions as their sole immediate means, 
both may be transferred by association to states of the will, 
in which case they are transmuted into moral sentiments. 
No example of the coalition of feelings in their general nature 
less widely asunder, could afford so much support to this 
position. Secondly, By raising qualities useful to ourselves 
to the rank of virtues, it throws a strong light on the relation 
of virtue to individual interest ; very much as justice illus- 
trates the relation’ of morality to general interest The coin- 
cideiKe of morality with individual interest is an important 
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truth in Ethics. It is most manifest in that part of Ethics 
which we are now considering. A calm regard to our general 
interest is indeed a faint and unfrequent motive of {iction. Its 
chief advantage is, that it is regular, and that its movements 
may bo calculated. In deliberate conduct it may often bo 
relied on, though perhaps never safely without knowledge of 
the whole temper and character. But in moral reasoning at 
least, the coincidence is of unspeakable advantage. If there 
be a miserable man wdio has cold ali’ections, a weak sense of 
justice, dim perceptions of right and wrong, and faint feelings 
of them ; — it', still more wretched, his heai*t be constantly torn 
and devoured by malevolent passions — the vultures of the 
soul ; — we have one resource still left, even in cases so dread- 
ful. Even he still retains a human principle^, to which wo 
can speak, lie must own that he has some wish for his own 
lasting welfare. Wt*. can prove to him that his state of mind 
is inconsistent with it. It may be impossible indeed to show, 
that while the disposition continues the same, he can derive 
any enjoyment, from the practice of virtue. But it may be 
most clearly showm that every advance in the amendment of 
that disposition is a step towards even temporal happiness. 
If he do not amend his character, we may conijad him to own 
that he is at variance with himself, and offends against a 
principle of which even he must recognise the reasonableness. 

The formation of conscience from so many elements, and 
especially the combination of elements so unlike as the private 
desires and the social affections, early contributes to give it 
the appearance of that simplicity and independence which in 
its mature state really distinguish it. It becomes, from these 
circumstances, more difficult to distinguish its separate prin- 
ciples ; and it is impossible to exhibit them in separate action. 
The affinity of these various passions to each other, which 
consists in their having no object but staten of the will, is the 
only common property which strikes the mind. Heiffce the 
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jCacility with which the general terms, first probably limited 
to the relations between ourselves and others, are gradually 
extended to all voluntary acts and dispositions. Prudence 
and temperance become the objects of moral approbation. 
When imprudence is immediately disapproved by the by- 
stander, without deliberate consideration of its consequences, 
it is not only displeasing as being pernicious, but it is blamed 
as wrongy though with a censure so much inferior to that 
bestowed on inhumanity and injustice, as may justify those 
writers who use the milder term improjjer. At length, when 
the general words come to signify the objects of moral appro- 
bation, and the reverse, they denote merely the power to 
excite feelings which are as independent as if they were 
uiiderived, and which coalesce the more perfectly, because 
they are detached from objects so various and unlike as to 
render their return to their primitive state very difficult 
The question,* why we do not morally approve the useful 
qualities of actions which are altogether involuntary^ may now 
be shortly and satisfactorily answered : because conscience is 
in perpetual contact, as it were, with all the dispositions and 
actions of voluntary agents, and is by that means indissolubly 
associated with them exclusively. It has a direct action on 
the will, and a constant mental contiguity to it. It has no 
such mental contiguity to involuntary changes. It has never 
perhaps been observed that an operation of the conscience 
precedes all acts deliberate enough to bo in the highest sense 
voluntary, and does so as much when it is defeated as when 
it prevails. In either case the association is repeated. It 
extends to the whole of the active man. All passions have a 
definite outward object to which they tend, and a limited 
sphere within which they act. But conscience has no object 
but a state of will ; and as an act of will is the sole means of 
gratifying any passion, conscience m co-extensive with the 
* See suprOf p. 120. 
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whole man, and without encroachment curbs or aids every 
feeling, even within the peculiar province of that feeling itself. 
As will is the universal means, conscience, which regards will, 
must be a universal principle. As nothing is interposed be- 
tween conscience and the will when the mind is in its healthy 
state, the dictate of conscience is followed by the determina- 
tion of the will, with a promptitude and exactness which very 
naturally is likened to the obedience of an inferior to the 
lawful commands of those whom ho deems to bo rightfully 
placed ov(ir him. It therefore seems clear, that, on the theory 
which has been atteni})ted, moral approbation must be limited 
to voluntary opm-atioua, and conscience must be universal, 
independent, and commanding. 

One remaining didiculty may perhaps be objected to the 
general doctrines of this Dissertation, though it do(‘,s not 
appear at any time to have been urged against other niodiiica- 
tions of the same ]>rincii)le. “ If moral aj>probation,” it may 
be said, “ involve no ])erce]»tion of beneficial bmdency, whence 
arises the coincidence between that j)rinciple and the moral 
sentiments ? ” It may seem at first sight that such a theory 
rests the foundation of morals uj)on a coincidence altogether 
mysterious, and apparently capricious and fantastic. Waiving 
all other answers, let us at once proceed to that which seems 
conclusive. It is tme that conscience rarely contemplates so 
distant an object as the welfare of all sentient Ixdngs. But to 
what point is every one of its elements directed ? What, for 
instance, is the aim of all the social aifections ? Nothing but 
the production of larger or smaller masses of happiness among 
those of our fellow-creatures who are the objects of these 
affections. In every case these affections promote happiness 
as far as their foresight and their power extend. What can 
be more conducive, or even necessary, to the being and well- 
being of society than the rules of justice f Are not the angry 
passions themselves, as far as they are ministers of morality. 
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employed in removing .hindrances to the welfare of ourselves 
and others, which is indirectly promoting it] The private 
passions terminate indeed in the happiness of the individual, 
which, however, is a part of general happiness, and the part 
over which we have most power. Every principle of which 
conscience is composed has some portion of happiness for its 
object. To that point they all converge. General happiness 
is not indeed one of the natural objects of conscience, because 
our voluntary acts are not felt and perceived to affect it. But 
how small a step is left for reason. It only casts up the items 
of the account. It has only to discover that the acts of those 
who labour to promote separate portions of happiness must 
increase the amount of the whole. It may be truly said, that 
if observation and experience did not clearly ascertain that 
beneficial tendency is the constant attendant and mark of all 
virtuous dispositions and actions, the same great truth would 
be revealed to us by the voice of conscience. The coincidence, 
instead of being arbitrary, arises necessarily from the laws of 
human nature, and the circumstances in which mankind are 
placed. We perform and approve virtuous actions, partly 
because conscience regards them as right, partly because we 
are prompted to them by good affections. All these affections 
contribute towards general well-being, though it were not 
necessary, nor would it be fit, that the agent should be dis- 
tracted by the contemplation of that vast and remote object. 

The various relations of conscience to religion we have 
already been led to consider on the principles of Butler, of 
Berkeley, of Palcy, and especially of Hartley, who was led by 
his own piety to contemplate as the last and highest stage of 
virtue and happiness, a sort of self-annihilation, -which, however 
unsuitable to the present condition of mankind, yet places in 
the strongest light the disinterested character of the system, of 
which it is a conceivable though perhaps not attainable result. 
The completeness and rigour acquired by conscience, when all 
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its dictates are revered as the commands of a perfectly wise 
and good Being, are so obvious, that they cannot be questioned 
by any reasonable man, however extensive his incredulity may 
be. It is thus that conscience can add the warmth of an 
affection to the inflexibility of principle and habit. It is true 
that, in examining tlie evidence of the divine original of a 
religious system, in estimating an imperfect religion, or in 
comparing the demerits of religions of human origin, conscience 
must bo the standard chiefly applied. But it follows with 
equal clearness that those who have the happiness to find 
satisfaction and repose in divine revelation, are bound to con- 
sider all those jirecepi^g^ for the government of tlio will, de- 
livered by it, which are manifestly universal, as the rules to 
which all their feelings and actions should conform. I'he true 
distinction between conscience and a taste for moral beauty 
has already been pointed out;* a distinction which, notwith- 
standing its simplicity, has been unobserved by philosoph(?Va, 
perhaps on account (»f tlie Impient co-oj K-ration ami inter- 
mixture of tlie two feelings. Alost speculators have either 
denied the existence of the taste, or kejit it out of view in 
their tlieory, or exalted it to the jdace which is rightfully lilled 
only by conscience. Yet it is perfectly obvious that, like all 
the other feelings called pleiisurcs of iriiTiginatioii, it terminates 
in delightful conteniiflation, while the moral faculty always 
aims exclusively at voluntary action. Nothing can more 
clearly show that this last quality is the characteristic of con- 
science, than its being thus found to distinguish that faculty 
from the sentiments which most nearly resemble it, most fre- 
quently attend it, and are most easily blended with it. 

Some attempt has now been made to develop the funda- 
mental principles of ethical theory, in that historical order in 
which meditation and discussion brought them successively 
into a clearer light. Jhat attempt, as faf as it regards Great 
* See mpra^ pp. 169-171. • 
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Britain, is at least chronologically complete. The spirit of 
bold speculation conspicuous among the English of the seven- 
teenth century languished after the earlier part of the eight- 
eenth, and seems, from the time of Hutcheson, to have 
passed into Scotland, where it produced Hume, the greatest 
of sceptics, and Smith, the most eloquent of modern moralists ; 
besides giving rise to that sober, modest, perhaps timid 
Philosophy, which Ls commonly called Scotch — which has 
the singular merit of having first strongly and laigely in- 
culcated the absolute necessity of admitting certain principles 
as the foundation of all reasoning, and as being the indispens- 
able conditions of thought itself. In„tho eye of the moralist, 
all the philosophers of Scotland, Hume and Smith, as much 
as Reid, Campbell, and Stewart, have also the merit of having 
avoided the selfish system ; and of having, under whatever 
variety of representation, alike maintained the disinterested 
nature of the social affections and the supreme authority of 
the moral sentiments. Brown reared the standard of revolt 
against the masters of the Scottish School, and in reality, 
still more than in words, adopted those very doctrines against 
which his predecessors, after their war against scepticism, 
uniformly combated. The law of association, though expressed 
in other language, became the nearly universal principle of his 
system ; and perhaps it would have been absolutely univer- 
sal if he had not been restrained rather by respectful feelings 
than by cogent reasons. With him the love of speculative 
phOosophy, as a pursuit, appears to have expired in Scotland. 
There are some symptoms, yet, however, very faint, of the 
revival of a taste for it among the English youth. It was 
received with approbation in France from M. Royer Collard, 
the scholar of Stewart more than of Reid, and with enthusiasm 
from his pupil and successor M. Cousin, who has clothed the 
doctrines of the Schools of Germany in an unwonted elo- 
quence/ which always adorns, but sometimes disguises them. 
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The history of Political Philosophy, even if its extent and 
subdivisions were better defined, would, it is manifest, have 
occupied another Dissertation, at least equal in length to the 
present. The most valuable parts of it belong to Civil 
History. It is too often tainted by a turbulent and factious 
spirit to bo easily combined with the calmer history of the 
progress of science, or even of the revolutions of speculation. 
In no age of the world were its principles so interwoven with 
political events, and so deejdy imbued with the piissions and 
divisions excited by them, as in the eighteenth century. 

It was at one time the j)urpose, or rather perhaps hope, of 
the writer, to close thij^discourse by an account of the ethical 
systems whicli have prevailed in Germany during the last 
half-century ; which, maintaining the same spirit amidst great 
changes of technical language, and even of speculative prineiide, 
have now exclusive possession of Europe to the noi4.h of the 
Ithine, have been welcomed by the French youth with ()^)en 
arms, have roused in some measure the languishing genius of 
Italy, but are still little known and unjustly estimated by the 
mere English reader. He found himself, however, soon re- 
duced to the necessity of either being suj)erlicial, and by con- 
sequence uninstructive ; or of devoting to that subject a far 
longer time than he can now spare, alid a much larger space 
than the limits of this work would probably allow. The 
majority of readers will indeed be more disposed to require 
an excuse for the extent of what has been done, than for the 
relinquishment of projected additions. All readers must 
agree that this is peculiarly a subject on which it is better to 
be silent than to say too little.* 

A very few observations, however, on the Gorman Pliilo- 

• [In the Philosophy of Discovery, chap, xxiv., I have given 
some account of the successive German philojjopliies of Kapt, Fichte, 
Schelling, and Hegel, soTar as the progress of knowledge is concerned : 
and in the following chapter I have treated of moral progress^-W. W.] 
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Bophy, as far as relates to its ethical bearings and influence, 
may perhaps he pardoned. These remarks are not so much 
intended to he applied to the moral doctrines of that school, 
considered in themselves, as to those apparent defects in the 
prevailing systems of Ethics throughout Europe, which seem 
to have suggested the necessity of their adoption. Kant has 
himself acknowledged that his whole theory of the percipient 
and intellectual faculty was intended to protect the first 
principles of human knowledge against the assaults of Hume. 
In like manner, his ethical system is evidently framed for the 
purpose of guarding certain principles, either directly governing 
or powerfully aifecting practice, which seemed to him to have 
been placed on unsafe foundations by their advocates, and 
which were involved in perplexity and confusion, especially 
by those who adapted the results of various and sometimes 
contradictory systems to the taste of multitudes, more eager 
to know than prepared to be taught. To the theoretical reason 
he suporadded the practical reason, which had peculiar laws and 
principles of its own, from which all the rules of morals may 
be deduced. The practical reason cannot be conceived without 
these laws ; therefore they are inherimt. It perceives them to 
be necessary and universal. Hence, by a process not altogether 
dissimilar, at least in its gross results, to that which was 
employed for the like purpose by Cudworth and Clarke, by 
Price, and in some degree by Stewart, he raises the social 
aflections, and still more the moral sentiments, above the sphere 
of enjoyment, and beyond that scries of enjoyments which is 
called happiness. The performance of duty, not the pursuit 
of happiness, is in this system the chief end of man. By the 
same intuition we discover that virtue deserves happiness ; 
and as this desert is not uniformly so requited in the present 
state of existence, it compels us to believe a moral govern- 
ment of the world, -and a future state of existence, in which 
all the conditions of the practical reason will be realised j — 
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truths, of which, in the opinion of Kant, the argumentative 
proofs w^ere at least very defective, hut of which the reve- 
lations of the practical reason afforded a more conclusive de- 
monstration than any process of reasoning could supply. The 
understanding, he owned, saw” nothing in the connection of 
motive with volition different from what it discovered in every 
other uniform sequence of a cause and an effect. But as the 
nioral law delivered by the j)ractical reason issues peremptory 
and inflexible commands, the power of always obeying them 
is implied in their very nature. All individual objects, all 
outw'ard things, must indeed he view^ed in the relation of 
cause and effect. Tliev^re necessary conditions of all reason- 
ing. But tlie acts of the 1 acuity wdiich fviilit, of which we 
are immediately conscious, belong to another province of 
mind, and are not subj(*,ct to the.so laws of the theoretical 
reason. Tlie mere intelh.’ct must still regard them*as neces- 
sarily connected ; but the practical rea.son distinguishes* its 
own libn'ttf from the wcrfisltj/ of nature, conceives volition 
without at the same time conceiving an antecedent to it, and 
regards all moral beings as the original authors of their own 
actions. 

Even those who arc unacquainted with this complicated 
and comi)rchcnsive .system will at oilce see tlui slightness of 
the above sketch. Those who understand it will own that 
so brief an outline could not be otherwise than slight. It 
will, however, he sufficient for the present purpose, if it 
render what follows intelligible. 

With respect to what is called the practical reason, the 
Kantian system varies from ours, in treating it as having more 
resemblance to the intellectual powers than to sentiment and 
emotion. Enough has already been said on that question. 
At the next step, however, the difference seems to resolve 
itself into a misunderstanding. The chrfJracter and dignity of 
the human race surely depend, not on the state in which they 
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are born, but on that which they are all destined to attain or 
to approach. No man would hesitate in assenting to this 
observation when applied to the intellectual faculties. Thus 
the human infant comes into the world imbecile and ignorant ; 
but a vast majority acquire some vigour of reason and extent 
of knowledge. Strictly, the human infant is born neither 
selfish nor social; but the far greater part acquire some pro- 
vident regard to tlicir own welfare, and a number, probably 
not much smaller, feel some sparks of affection towards others. 
On our principles, therefore, as much as on those of Kant, 
human nature is capable of disinterested sentiments. For we 
too allow and contend that our mor'^l faculty is a necessary 
part of human nature — that it universally exists in human 
beings — that we cannot conceive any moral agents without 
qualities which are either like, or produce the like effects. It 
is necessarily regarded by us as co-extensive with human, and 
even with moral nature. In what other sense can universality 
be predicated of any proposition not identical 1 Why should 
it bo tacitly assumed that all these great characteristics of con- 
science should necessarily presuppose its being unformed and 
underived 1 What contradiction is there between them and 
the theory of regular and uniform formation ? 

In this instance it should seem that a general assent to 
truth is chiefly if not solely obstructed by an inveterate pre- 
judice, arising from the mode in which the questions relating 
to the aflcctions and the moral faculty have been discussed 
among ethical philosophers. Generally speaking, those who 
contend that these parts of the mind are acquired, have also 
held that they are, in their perfect state, no more than modi- 
fications of self-love. On the other hand, philosophers “ of 
purer fire,” who felt that conscience is sovereign, and that 
affection is disinterested, have too hastily fancied that their 
ground was untenable, without contending that these quali- 
ties were inherent or innate, and absolutely underived from 



GENERAL REMARKS. 


271 


any other properties of mind. If a choice were necessary 
between these two systems as masses of opinion, without any 
freedom of discrimination and selection, 1 sliould iimiueation- 
ably embrace that doctrine which ]»lace3 in tlie clearest lij^ht 
the reality of benevolence and the authority of the moral 
faculty. But it is surely easy to ajiply a test, which may 
applied to our conceptions as cHectually as a decisive experi- 
ment is ai)j)lied to material substances. Docs not he who, 
whatever he may think of the origin of these ]>arta of human 
nature, believes that aciualhj conscience is supreme, and allec- 
tion terminates in its direct object, retain all that for wliich the 
partisiuis of tlie underi'Cifild principles value and cling to their 
system 1 “ But they arc ma<le,*’ these i)hil(»so])hers may say, 

“ by thivS class of our antagonists, to ri^st on inse(;ure founda- 
tions. Unless th(*y jrre underived, we can see no resason for 
regarding them ;us iiulejKuident.” In answer, it njay he ask(Hl, 
how is the connection between these two qualities establislied? 
It is really assumed. It linds its way ejisily into the mind 
under the protection of another coincidence, which is of n 
totally diU'eront iiatim;. The great majority of those specula- 
tors who have represented the moral and social feedings as 
acquired, have also considered them as being nu^re modifications 
of self-love, and sometimes as being casually formed and easily 
eradicated, like local and temporary jirejudices. But when the 
nature of our feelings is thoroughly explored, is it not evident 
that this coincidence is the result of superficial confusion ? The 
better moralists observed accurately, and reasoiUMl justly, on 
the province of the moral sense and the feelings in the 
formed and mature man. They reasoned mistakingly on the 
origin of these principles. But the Epicureans were by no 
means right, even on the latter question j and they were 
totally wrong on the other and far more momentous jiart of 
the subject. Their eiror is more extensive, and infinitely 
more injurious. But what should now hinder an inquirer 
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after truth from embracing but amending their doctrine 
where it is partially true, and adopting without any change 
the just description of the most important principles of human 
nature which we owe to their more enlightened as well as 
more generous antagonists ? 

Though unwilling to abandon the arguments by which, 
from the earliest times, the existence of the Supreme and 
Eternal Mind has been established, we, as well as the German 
philosophers, are entitled to call in the help of our moral 
nature to lighten the burden of those tremendous difficulties 
which cloud his moral government. The moral nature is an 
actual part of man, as much on our »^'*'eme as on theirs. 

Even the celebrated question of Liberty and Necessity 
may perhaps be rendered soinewliat less perplexing, if we 
firmly bear in mind that peculiar relation of conscience to 
will whibh we have attempted to illustrate. It is impossible 
for reason to consider occurrences otherwise than as bound 
together by the connection of cause and etfect ; and in this 
circumstance consists the strength of the necessitarian system. 
But conscience, which is equally a constituent part of the 
mind, has other laws. It is composed of emotions and desires, 
which contemplate only those dispositions which depend on the 
will. Now, it is the nature of an emotion to withdraw the 
mind from the contemplation of every idea but that of the 
object which excites it. Every desire exclusively looks at 
the object which it seeks. Every attempt to enlarge the 
mental vision alters the state of mind, weakens the emotion, 
or dissipates the desire, and tends to extinguish both. If a 
man, while he was pleased with the smell of a rose, were to 
reflect on the chemical combinations from which it arose, the 
condition of his mind would be changed from an enjoyment 
of the senses to an exertion of the understanding. If, in the 
view of a beautifuf scene, a man were suddenly to turn his 
thoughts to the disposition of water, vegetables, and earth, on 
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■which its appearance depended, he might enlarge his know- 
ledge of geology, but he must lose the pleasure of the pro- 
spect. Tlic anatomy and anal3'8is of the flesh and blood of a 
l>eautiful woman necessarily susj^end admiration and alfection. 
Many analogies here present themselves. "When life is in 
danger either in a storm or a battle, it is certain that less fi‘ar 
is felt by the commander or the pilot, and even by the private 
soldier actively engaged, or the common seaman laboriously 
occupied, than by those who are exi)osed to the peril, but not 
emploj'ed in the means of guarding against it. The reason is 
not tliat the one class believe the danger to be less. They 
are likel}'’ in liiany instates to jK*rct*ive it more clearlv’. But 
having acquired a habit of instantly turning their llioiights 
to the means of counteracting the danger, their minds arc 
thrown into a shite wdiich exidinles the ascendency of fear. 
^Mental fortitude entirely depends on this habit. 'J^lie timid 
horseman is haunted by the horrors of a fall. Tlie bold and 
skilful thinks only about the best way of curbing or su])port- 
ing his horse. Even when all means are equally unavailable, 
and his condition appears desperate to the bystander, he still 
owes to his fortunatii habit that he does not siilfcr the agony 
of the coward. Many cases have been known where fortitude 
has reached such strength that the faoulties, inste^ad of Ixiing 
confounded by danger, are never raised to tlieir highest activity 
by a less violent stimulant, llie distinction between such 
men and the coward does not depend on difference of opinion 
about the reality or extent of the danger, but on a statij of 
mind wdiich renders it more or le.ss accessible to fear. Tliough 
it must be owned that the moral sentiments are very diffenuit 
from any other human faculty, yet the above observations 
seem to be in a great measure applicable to every state of 
mind. The emotions and desires which compose conscience, 
while the}’ occupy the mind, must exclude all contemplation 
of the cause in which the object of these feelings iqpy have 

T 
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originated. To their eye the voluntary dispositions and 
actions j their sole object, must appear to be the first link of 
a chain. In the view of conscience they have no foreign 
original. The conscience being so constantly associated with 
all volitions, its view becomes habitual : — being always 
possessed of some, and capable of intense warmth, it pre- 
dominates over the habits of thinking of those few who are 
employed in the analysis of mental occupations. The reader 
who has in any degree been inclined to adopt the explanations 
attempted above, of the imperative character of conscience, 
may be disposed also to believe that they afford some founda- 
tion for that conviction of the existence of a power to obey 
its commands, which (it ought to be granted to the German 
philosophers) is irresistibly suggested by the commanding 
tone of all its dictates. If such an explanation should bo 
thought -worthy of consideration, it must be very carefully 
distinguished from that illusive sense by which some writers 
have laboured to reconcile the feeling of liberty with the real- 
ity of necessity.* In this case there is no illusion ; — nothing 
is required but the admission, that every faculty observes 
its own laws, and that when the action of the one fills the 
mind, that of every other is suspended. The ear cannot see, 
nor can the eye hear.' Why, then, should not the greater 
powers of reason and conscience have different habitual modes 
of contemplating voluntary actions ] How strongly do experi- 
ence and analogy seem to require the arrangement of motive 
and volition under the class of causes and effects ! With 
what irresistible power, on the other hand, do all our moral 
sentiments remove extrinsic agency from view, and concentrate 
all feeling in the agent himself ! The one manner of think- 
ing may predominate among the speculative few in their 
short moments of abstraction ; the other will be that of all 

* Lord Karnes in his Essays on MorcdUy and NalwraX Edigion, and 
in his Seiches of the History of Man, 
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other men, and of the speculator himself when he is called 
upon to act, or when his feelings are powerfully excited by 
the amiable or odious dispositions of his fellow-men. In those 
workings of various faculties there is nothing that can be 
accurately described as contrariety of opinion. An intellectual 
state, and a feeling, never can be contrary to each other. They 
are too utterly incapable of comparison to be the subject of 
contrast. Tliey are agents of a perfectly dillerent nature, 
acting in dillerent spheres. A feeling can no more bo called 
true or false, tlian a dcinonstration, considered simply in itself, 
can be said to be agreeable or disagreeable. It is true, indeed, 
that in conserpience of association of all nuuital acts with 
each oth(T, emotions and desires may occasion habitual errors 
of judgment ; — but liability to error belongs to every exereiso 
of human reason ; it arises from a multitude of caus(‘s ; it 
constitutes, therefore, no dilliculty j^eeiiliar to tlic cifte befoni 
us, Neither truth nor falsehood can be prtulicated of the 
I»orccptions of tlic sens(*s, but they lead to false opinions. An 
object seen through dilferent mediums may by the inexperi- 
enced be thouglit to be no longer tliC same. All imui long 
concluded falsely, Iroiri what tlujy saw^, that the earth wjis 
stationary, and the sun in pt-rpctual motion around it. The 
greater part of mankind still adopt lli(5 same error. Niiwton 
and Laplace used the same language with the ignorant, and 
conformed (if we may not say to their opinion) ut least to 
their habits of thinking on all ordinary occasions, and during 
the ffir greater part of their lives. Nor is this all : The, lan- 
guage which represents various states of mind is very vague. 
The word which denotes a compound state is often taken from 
its principal fact, from that which is most cxinapknom^ most 
easily called to mlml^ most warmly felt, or most frcqmnthj 
recurring. It is sometimes borrowed from a separate, but, 
as it were, neighbouring condition of miifd. The grand dis- 
tinction between thought and feeling is so little observed, that 
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we are peculiarly liable to confusion on this subject. Perhaps 
when we use language which indicates an opinion concerning 
the acts of the will, we may mean little more than to express 
strongly or warmly the moral sentiments which voluntary acts 
alone call up. It would argue disrespect for the human under- 
standing, vainly employed for so many centuries in reconciling 
contradictory opinions, to propose such suggestions without 
peculiar diffidence ; but before they are altogether rejected, it 
may be well to consider, whether the constant success of the 
advocates of necessity on one ground, and of the partisans of 
free-will on another, does not seem to indicate that the two 
parties contemplate the subject froiU' different points of view, 
that neither habitually sees more than one side of it, and that 
they look at it through the medium of dilTerent states of 
mind. 

It sh\)uld be remembered that these hints of a possible 
reconciliation between seemingly repugnant opinions are pro- 
posed, not as perfect analogies, but to lead men’s minds into 
the inquiry, whether that which certainly befalls the mind, 
in many cases on a small scale, may not, under circumstances 
favourable to its development, occur with greater magnitude 
and more im])ortant consequences. The coM^ard and brave, 
as has been stated, act differently at the approach of danger, 
because it produces exertion in the one and fear in the other. 
But very brave men must, by the terms, be few. They have 
little aid in their highest acts, therefore, from fellow-feeling, 
lliey are often too obscure for the hope of praise, and they 
have seldom been trained to cultivate courage as a virtue. 
The very reverse occurs in the different view taken hy under- 
standing and hy conscience, of the nature of voluntary actions. 
The conscientious view must, in some degree, present itself 
to all mankind. It is therefore unspeakably strengthened by 
general sympathy. * All men respect themselves for being 
habitually guided by it. It is the object of general commend- 
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ation ; and moral discipline has no other aim hut its cultiva- 
tion. Whoever does not feel more pain from his crimes than 
from his misfortunes, is looked on with general aversion. 
And when it is considered that a Being of perfect wisdom 
and goodness estimates us according to the degree in which 
conscience governs our voluntary acts, it is surely no wonder 
that, in this most important discrepancy between the great 
faculties of our nature, we should consider the best liabitual 
disposition to be that which the coldest reason shows us to be 
most conducive to well-doing and W(*ll-being. 

On every other point, at least, it should seem that, with- 
out the multiplied sup^jSsitions and immense apparatus of the 
German School, the authority of morality may be vindicated, 
the disinterestedness of human nature asserted, the first prin- 
ciples of knowledge secured, and the hopes and consolations 
of mankind preserved. Ages may yet be necessary 1<o gi^j^ to 
ethical theory all tiie forms and language of sc.iencc^, and to 
aj)j»ly it tc» the multi j)lied and conij>licatcd facts and rules 
which are wdthin its province. In the meantime, if any 
statement of the opinions hero unfold(*.<l or intimatcul shall bo 
j)roved to be at variance with the reality of social affections, 
and with the feeling of moral distinction, the author of this 
1 )issertation will he the first to relinquish a theory which will 
then show itself inadequate to cxjdairi the most indisputable, 
as well as by far the most important, parts of human nature. 
If it shall be shown to lower the character of man, to cloud 
his hopes, or to impair the sense of duty, he will be grateful 
to those who may point out his error, and deliver him from 
the poignant regret of adopting opinions which lead to conse- 
quences so j)ernicious. 
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Note A, p. 29. 

The remarks of Cicero on the Stoicism of Cato are perhaps 
the most perfect specimen of that refined raillery which attains 
the object of the orator without general injustice to the person, 
whose authority is for tL# moment to be abated. 

“ Accessit his doctrina non moderata, nec mitis, sed, ut mihi 
videtur, paulo asperior et dnrior quam aut veritas aut natura 
patiatur.” After an enumeration of the Stoical paradoxes, he 
adds, Hmc homo ingeniosissimus M. Cato arripuit, neque dis- 
putandi causa, ut magiia pars, sed ita vivendi, Nosti fautem illi 
(fatebor cnim me quoque in adolescentia diffisum ing(Uiio meo 
qusosisse adjumenta doctrinm) nostri, inquani, illi a Platone atque 
Aristotele moderati homines et teniperati aiunt apud sapientem 

valere aliquando gratiam ; viri boni esse misereri ; 

onines virtutes mediocritate quadam moderatas. IIos ad magistros 
si qua te fortuiia, Cato, cum ista natura detulisset, non tu quidem 
vir melior esses, nec fortior, nec teiiiperantior, nec justior (neque 
enim esse posses), sed paulo ad lenitate<n propcnsior.” — (Cicero 
jvro Muroena.) 

Note B, p. 36. 

The greater part of the following extract from Grotius* History 
of tJie Netherlands is inserted as the best abridgment of the ancient 
history of these still subsisting controversies known in our time. 
I extract also the introduction as a model of the manner in which 
an historian may state a religious dispute which has influenced 
ix)litical affairs ; but far more because it is an unparalleled ex- 
ample of equity and forbearance in the narrative of a contest of 
which the historian was himself a victim. 

“Habuit hie annus (1608) baud spemendi quoque mali 
semina, vix ut arma (fesierant, exorto publica) religionis dissidio, 
latentibus initiis, sed ut paulatim in majus enrmperet. * Lugduni 
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sacras literas docebant viri eruditione praestajites Gomarus et 
Arminius, quorum ille tfitema Dei lege fixum memorabat, cui 
bominum salus destinaretur, quis in exitium tendcret ; inde alios 
ad pietatem trahi, et tractos custodiri ne elabantur ; relinqui 
alios communi humanitatis vitio et suis criminibus involutes : 
hie vero contra integrum judicem, sed eundem optimum patrem, 
id reorum fecisse discrimen, ut peccandi perta3sis hduciamque in 
Christum reponentibus veniam ac vitam daret, contumacibus 
pGcnam ; Deoque gratum, lit omnes resipiscant, ac meliora 
edocti retineant ; sed cogi neminem. Accusabantque invicem ; 
Arminius Gomarum, quod peccandi causas Deo ascriberet, ac fati 
persuasione tenerct immobiles animos ; Gomarus Arminium, quod 
longius ipsis Romanensium scitis hominem arrogantia impleret, 
nec 'pater etur soli Deo ousceptam ferriy rem maximam, honam meiitein. 
Constat his queis cura legere veterumlibJ&s, antiques Christianorum 
tribuisse hominum voluntati vim liberam, tarn in acceptanda, 
quam in retinenda disciplina ; unde sua prsemiis ac suppliciis 
sequitas. N eque iidem tamen omisere cuncta divinam ad bonitatem 
referre, cuius munere salutare semen ad nos pervenisset, ac cujus 
sing'ilari auxilio pericula nostra indigerent. Primus omnium 
Augustinus, ox quo ipsi cum Pelagio et eum secutis certanien 
ipam ante aliter et ipee senserat)^ acer disputandi, ita libertatis 
vocem relinquere, ut ei decreta queedam Dei prseponeret, quro 
vim ipsam destruere viderentur. At per Gneciam quidem 
Asiainque retenta vetus ilia ac simplicior sententia. Per occidentem 
magnum Augustini nomcn multos traxit in consensum, repertis 
tamen per Galliam et alibi que se opponerent. Posterioribus 
scBculis, cum schola non alio magis quam Angustino doctore 
uteretur, quis ipsi sensus, quis dexter pugnare visa conciliandi 
modus, diu inter Francisci et Dominici familiam disputato, 
doctissirai JesuitaAim, cum exaction subtilitate nodum solvere 
laborassent, Romao accusati segre damnationem effugere. At 
Protestantium princeps, Lutherus, egressus monasterio quod 
Augustini ut nomen, ita sensus sequebatur, parte Augustini arrepta, 
id quod is reliquerat, libertatis nomen, ccepit exscindere ; quod 
tarn grave Erasmo visum, ut cum emtera ipsius aut probaret aut 
silentio transmitteret, hie objiciat sese ; cujus, aigumentis motus 
Philippus Melanchthon, Lutheri adjutor, qum prius scripserat 
immutavit, auctorque fuit Luthero, quod multi volunt, certe quod 
constat Lutheninis, <J^eserendi decreta rigida et conditionem 
respuentia ; sic tamen ut libertatis vocabUium quam rem magis 
perhorresterent. At in altera Protestantium parte dux Calvinus, 
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primis Lutheri dictis in hac eontroversia inliaerescens, novis ea 
fulBit pTSQsidiis, addiditque intdctum Augustine, veram ac salutarem 
fdem rem esse perpetuam et amitti nesciam : cujus proinde qui sibi 
essent conscii, eos sDtenue felicitatis jam nunc certos esse, quos 
interim in crimina, quantumvis gravia, prolabi posse non diffi- 
tebatur. Auxit sententiss rigorem Geneves Beza, per Germaniaiu 
Zanchius, Ursinus, Piscator, seope eo usque provccti, ut, quod alii 
anxie vitaverant, apertius nonnunquam traderent, etiam peccandi 
necessitatem a prima causa pendere : quae ampla Lutherauis 
criminandi materia ” — (H. Gbotii Hist lib. xvii. p. 652.) 

Note C, p. 37. 

The Calvinism, or rather Augustinianism, of Aquinas, is 
placed beyond all doubt the following passages : — 

“ Preedestinatio est causa gratias et glories.” — {Opera, vii. 356, 
edit. Paris, 1664.) 

“ Numerus proodestinatorum certus est.” — {Ibid. 363.) 

“ Praescientia meritorum nullo modo est causa prsodestinationis 
divinaB.” — {Ibid, 370.) * 

“ Liberum arbitrium est facultas qua bonum eligitur, gratia 
assistente, vel malum, eadem desistente.” — {Ibid viii. 222.) 

“ Deus inclinat ad bonum administrando virtutem agendi et 
monend o ad bonum. Sed ad malum dicitur inclinare in quantum 
gratiam non pnobet, per quam aliquis a malo retraheretur.” — 
{Ibid. 364.) 

On the other side : — 

‘‘ Accipitur fidea pro eo quo creditur, et est virtus, et pro eo 
quod creditur, et non est virtus. Fides qua creditur, si cum 
caritate sit, virtus est.” — {Ibid, ix. 236.) 

“Divina bonitas est primum principium communicationis 
totius quam Deus creaturis laigitur.” 

“ Quanivis omne quod Deus vult justum sit, non tamen ex hoc 
justum dicitur quod Deus illud vult.” — {Ibid, 697.) 

Note D, p. 38. 

The Augustinian doctrine is, with some hesitation and re- 
luctance, acquiesced in by Scotus, in that milder form which 
ascribes election to an express decree, and^ considers the rest of 
mankind as only left the deserved penalties of their tiunsgres- 
sions. In hujus qusestionis solutione mallem alios audire quam 
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docere.” — (ScOTi Opera, v. 1329, Ludg. 1639.) This modesty 
and prudence is foreign from the dogmatical genius of a School- 
man ; and these qualities are still more apparent in the very re- 
markable language which he applies to the tremendous doctrine 
of reprobation: — “Eorum autem non miseretur (sciL Deus) 
quibus gratiam non proehendam esse cequitate occultissima et ab 
humanis sensihus remotissimajudicatP — (/ hid, 1329.) In the com- 
mentary on Scotus which follows, it appears that his acute disciple 
Ockham disputed very freely against the opinions of his master. 
“ Mala fieri honum est ” is a startling paradox, quoted by Scotus 
from Augustin. — (Ibid, 1381.) It appears that Ockham saw no 
difference between election and reprobation, and considered those 
who embraced only the former as at variance with themselves. — 
(Ibid, 1313.) 

Scotus, at great length, contends^ what our thoughts (conse- 
quently our opinions) are not subject to the will (iv. 1054- 
1056). One step more would have led him to acknowledge that 
all erroneous judgment is involuntary, and therefore inculpable 
and unpunishable, however pernicious. 

His Attempt to reconcile foreknowledge with contingency 
(v. 1300-1327), is a remarkable example of the power of human 
subtlety to keep up the appearance of a struggle where it is im- 
possible to make one real effort. 

But the most dangerous of all the deviations of Scotus from 
the system of Aquinas is, that he opened the way to the opinion 
that the distinction of right and wrong depends on the mere will 
of the Eternal mind. The absolute power of the Deity, accord- 
ing to him, extends to all but contradictions. His regular power 
(m-dinata) is exercised conformably to an order established by 
himself ; “ si placet voluntati, sub qua libera est, recta 
EST LEX.” — (Scot. v. 1368, et seq.) 


Note E, p. 38. 

AXXa Tjfiv ye Wfiev axovaar xatrap xap aypoowrav, 

(Plat Soph, edit. Bip. II. 224.) 

TLaaav axowriov afiadtapcLvau {Ibid. 227.) 

Plato is quoted on this subject by Marcus Aurelius, in a 
manner which shows, if there had been any doubt, the meaning 
to be, thr.t all eiror is involuntary. 
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} aKovarOf <t>ri<riv (llXarwi') ffreperai aXriSeias. 

Eveiy mind is unwillingly led from truth. 

(Epict. lib. i. cap. xxviii.) 

Augustin closes the long line of ancient testimony to the in- 
voluntary character of error : “ Quis est qui velit decipi ? Fallere 
nolunt boni ; falli autem nec boni volunt nec mali.” — (Aug. 
JSerm, de Verbo.) 

Note F, p. 38. 

From a long, able, and instructive dissertation by the com- 
mentator on Scotus, it appears that this immoral dogma was pro- 
pounded in teniis more bold and startling by Ockham, who 
openly affirmed that “ moral evij was only evil because it was 
proliibited.” “ Ochamus, qui piitat quod nihil posset esse imiluni 
sine voluntate prohibitiva*^ei, hancque voluutatem esse liberam ; 
sic ut posset earn non habere, et consequenter ut posset fieri quod 
nulla prorsus essent mala.” — (Scot. vii. p. 859.) But, says the 
commentator, “ Dico primo legem natumlem non consistere in 
jiissione ulla qum sit actus voluntatis Dei. Hiec est commu- 
nissima theologorum sententia.” — (Scot. viL p. 858.) Ai^d 
indeed the reason urged against Ockham completely justifies tliis 
approach to unanimity. *‘For,” he asks, “why is it right to 
obey the will of God ? Is it because our moral faculties perceive 
it to be right ? But they equally perceive and feel the authority 
of all the primary principles of morality ; and if this answer be 
made, it is obvious that those who make it do in effect admit 
the independence of moral distinctions on the will of God.” 

“ If God,” said Ockham, “ had coiiMuanded his creatures to 
hate himself, hatred of God would have been praiseworthy.” — 
(Domin. Soto de Justitia ct Jure, lib. ii. qusest. 3, “ Utrum prce- 
cepta Decalogi sint dispensahilia a book dedicated to Don Carlos, 
the son of Philip II.) Suai-ez, the last Scholastic philosopher, 
rejected the Ockhamical doctrine, but allowed will to be a part 
of the foundation of morality. “ Voluntas Dei non est iota ratio 
bonitatis aut malitioe.” — (Suarez de Legihus, lib. ii. 66, p. 71, 
edit. Lond. 1679.) 

As the great majority of the Schoolmen supported their 
opinion of this subject by the consideration of eternal and im- 
mutable ideas of right and wrong in the divine intellect, it was 
natural that the Nominalists, of whom Ocj^ham was the founder, 
who rejected all general ideas, should also have rejected those 
moral distinctions which were then supposed to originate in such 
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ideas. Gerson was a celebrated Nominalist ; and be was the 
more disposed to follow the opinions of his master, because they 
jigreed in maintaining the independence of the State on the 
Church, and the superiority of the Church over the Pope. 

Note G, p. 40. 

It must be premised that Charitas among the ancient divines 
corresponded with of the Platonists, and with the ^/X/tx of 
later philosophers, as comprehending the love of all that is love- 
worthy in the Creator or his creatures. It is the theological 
virtue of charity, and corresponds with no term in use among 
modem moralists. “ Cum objectum amoris sit bonum, dupliciter 
potest aliquis tendere in bonum alicujus rei ; uno modo, quod 
bonum illius rei ad alterum referat, ^icut amat quis vinum in 
quantum dulcediiiem vini peroptat ; et hie amor vocatur a 
quibusdam amor concupisccntise. Amor autem iste non terminatur 
ad rem quee dicitur amari^ sad rejlectitur ad rem illam cni optatur 
honum illius rei. Alio modo amor fortior in bonum alicujus rei, 
ita ^quod \id rem ipsam TERMINATUR; et hie est amor bene- 
volentim. Qua bonum nostmm in Deo perfectum est, sicut 
in causa universal! bonorum ; ideo bonum in ipso esse magis 
naturaliter complacet quam in nobis ijtsis : et ideo etiam amore 
amiciti® naturaliter L)e^ui ab homine plus seipso deligitur.” 

The above quotations from Aquinas will probably be suf- 
ficient for those who are acquainted with these questions, and 
they will certainly be thought too large by those who are not. 
In the next question he. inquires, whether in the love of God 
there can be any view to reward. He appears to consider him- 
self as bound by authority to answer in the affirmative ; and he 
employs much ingenuity in reconciling a certain expectation 
of reward with the disinterested character ascribed by him 
to piety in common with all the affections which temiinate in 
other beings. “ Nihil aliud est merces nostra quam perfrui Deo. 
Ergo charitas non solum non excludit sed etiam facit habere 
oculum ad mercedem.” In this answer he seems to have antici- 
pated the representations of Jeremy Taylor {Sermon 07i Growth in 
Grad) ; of Lord Shaftesbury {hiquiry concerning Virtue^ book i. 
part iiL sect. 3) ; of Mr. T. Erskine {Freeness of the Gospel^ Edin. 
1828) ; and more especially of Mr. John Smith {Discourses, Lond. 
1660). No extracts could convey a jqst conception of the 
observations which follow, unless they were accompanied by a 
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longer examination of tlie technical language of the Schoolmen 
than would be warranted on this occasion. It is clear that he 
distinguishes well the affection of piety from the happy fruits, 
which, as he cautiously expresses it, “ are in the nature of a re- 
ward,^’ just as the consideration of the pleasures and advantages 
of friendship may enter into the affection and strengthen it, 
though they are not its objects, and never could inspire such a 
feeling. It seems to me also that he had a dimmer view of 
another doctrine, by which we are taught, that, though our own 
happiness be not the end which we pursue in loving others, yet 
it may be the final cause of the insertion of disinterested affections 
into the nature of man. ‘‘Ponere mercedem aliquam finem 
amoris ex parte amati, est contra rationem amicitiae. Sed ponere 
mercedem esse finem amoris ex plirte amantis, non tamen ulti- 
mum, prout scilicet ipse ai^or est quaedam operatic amantis, non 
est contra rationem amicitiao. Possum operationem amoris amare 
propter aliquid aliud, salva amicitia. Potest habeas charitatem 
habere oculum ad mercedem^ uti •ponat heatitudinem creatam fniem 
amoris^ non autem finem amatiJ* Upon the last words my inter- 
pretation chielly depends. Tlie immediately preceding* sentence 
must be owned to have been founded on a distinction between view- 
ing the good fruits of our own affections as enhancing their intrinsic 
pleasures, and feeling love for another on account of the advan- 
tage to be derived from him ; which last is inconceivable. 

Note H, p. 40. 

“Potestas spiritualis et secularis utraque dediicitur a po- 
testate divina ; ideo in tantuin secularis est sub sj)iiituali, in 
quantum est a Deo supposita ; scilicet, in his quas ad salutem 
aniinso pertinent. In his autem quso ad bonum civile spectant, 
est magis obediendum potestati seculari ; sicut illud Matthoei, 
‘Reddite quos sunt Caesaris Caesari.’” What follows is more 
doubtful “ Nisi forte potestati spirituali etiam potestas secularis 
conjungatur, ut in Papa, qui utriusque potestatis apicem tenet.” 
— (viii. 435.) “Here,” says the French editor, “it may be 
doubted whether Aquinas means the Pope’s temporal power in 
his own dominions, or a secular authority indirectly extending 
over all for the sake of religion.” My reasons for adopting the 
more national construction are shortly these : — 1. The text of 
Matthew is so plain an assertion of the independence of both 
owners, that it woul4 te the height of extravagance to^ quote it 
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as an authority for the dependence of the State. At most it 
could only be represented as reconcilable with such dependence 
in one case. 2. The word forte seems manifestly to refer to the 
territorial sovereignty acquired by the Popes. If they have a 
general power in secular affairs, it must be because it is necessary 
to their spiritual authority ; and in that case to call it fortuitous 
would be to ascribe to it an adjunct destructive of its nature. 
3. His former reasoning on the same question seems to be 
decisive. “ The power of the Pope over bishops,*’ he says, ‘‘ is 
not founded merely in his superior nature, but in their authority 
being altogether derived from liis, as the proconsular power from 
the imperial.” Therefore he infers that this case is not analo- 
gous to the relation between the civil and spiritual power, which 
are alike derived from God.*^ 4. Had an Italian monk of the 
twelfth century really intended to ♦dfimi the Poi)e’s temporal 
authority, he probably would have laid it down in tenns more 
explicit and more accepbihle at Rome. Hesitation and ambiguity 
are here indictitions of unbelief. Mere veneration for the aposto- 
lical see might present a more precise detennination against it, 
as it caused the quotation which follows, respecting the i)rimacy 
of l^eter. — (A quin. Of era, viii. 434, 435.) 

A mere abridgment of these very curious passages might 
excite a suspicion that I had tinctured Aejuinas unconsciously 
with a colour of my own opinions. Extracts are very difficult, 
from the scholastic method of stating objections and answers, as 
well as from the mixture of theological authorities with philo- 
sophical reasons. 


Note I, p. 43. 

The debates in the first assembly of the Council of Trent 
(1546), between the Dominicans who adhered to Aquinas, and 
the Franciscans who followed Scotus on original sin, justification, 
and grace, are to be found in Fra Paolo, Istoi'ia del Goncilio Tri- 
dentino, lib. ii. They show how much metaphysical controversy 
is hid in a theological form, how many disputes of our times are 
of no very ancient origin, and how strongly the whole Western 
church, through all the divisions into which it has been separated, 
has manifested the same unwillingness to avow the Augustinian 
system, and the same fear of contradicting it. To his admirably 
clear and short statement of these abstruse controversies, must 
be added that of his accomplished opponent Cardinal PaUavicino 
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(lib. vii. and viii.), who shows still more evidently the strength 
of the Augustinian party, and the disposition of the Council to 
tolerate opinions almost Lutheran, if not accompanied by revolt 
from the Church. A little more comi)romising disposition in 
the Reformers might have beti*ayed reason to a prolonged thral- 
dom. We must esteem Erasmus and Melanchthon, but we 
should reserve our gratitude for Luther and Calvin. The Scot- 
ists maintained their doctrine of merit of congruity, waived by 
the Council and soon after condemned by the Church of England ; 
by which they meant that they who had good dispositions always 
received the divine grace, not indeed as a reward of which they 
were worthy, but as aicl which they were fit and willing to 
receive. The Franciscans denied that belief was in the power of 
man. “ I Fraiicesctiiii lo negavj^io seguendo Scoto, qual vuole 
che siccorne dalle dimost tizioni per necessitii nasce la scienza, 
cosi dalle persuasion! nasca la fede ; e ch’essa e nell* intelletto, il 
quale e agente naturale, e mosso naturalmente (laU’oggetto. Alle- 
gavano I’esperienza, che nessuno pu6 credere che vuole, ma qiiello 
che gli par vero.” — (Fra Paolo, Isioria del Concilio Tridentinoy i. 
193 ; edit Helmstfidt, 1763, 4to.) • ^ 

Cardinal Sforza Pallavicino, a learned and very able Jesuit, 
was ai)pointed, according to his own account, in 1651, many 
years after the death of Fra Paolo, to write a time history of the 
Council of Trent, as a corrective of the misrepresentations of the 
celebrated Venetian. Algeimon Sidney, who knew this court 
historian at Rome, and who may be believed when he speaks 
well of a Jesuit and a Cardinal, commends the work in a letter 
to his father. Lord Leicester. At the end of Pallavicino’s work 
is a list of three hundred and sixty errors in matters of fact, 
w’hich the papal party pretend to have detected in the inde- 
pendent historian, whom they charge with heresy or infidelity, 
and, in either case, with hypocrisy. 

Note K, p. 48. 

‘‘ Hoc tempore, Ferdinando et Isabella regnantibus, in acade- 
mia Salmaiitina jacta sunt robustioiis theologias semina ; ingentis 
enim famm vir Franciscus de Victoria, non tarn lucubrationibus 
editis, quamvis haec non niagnse molis at magni pretii sint, sed 
doctissimorum theologorum educatione, quamdiu fuerit sacra? 
scientia? honos inter mortales, vehementer laudabitur.” — (Antonii 
Bihl. Hisp. Nova, Prait iv. Madrid, 1783.)* “Si ad morum in- 
Btructores respicias, Sotus iterum nominabitur.” — {Ibid.)m 
. U 
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Note L, p. 49. 

The title of the published account of the conference at 
Valladolid is, “ The controversy between the Bishop of Chiapa 
and Dr. Sepulveda ; in which the Doctor contended that the con- 
quest of the Indies from the natives was lawful, and the Bishop 
maintained that it was unlawful, tyrannical, and unjust, in the 
presence of many theologians, lawyers, and other learned men 
assembled by his majesty.” — (Antonii Bihl, Hi»p, Nova, tom. i. 
p. 192.) 

Las Casas died in 15G6, in the 92d year of his age ; Sepulveda 
died in 1571, in his 82d year. 

Sepulveda was the scholar > of Pomponatius, and a friend of 
Erasmus, Cardinal Pole, Aldus Manutius, etc. In his book Do 
Justis Belli Camis contra Judos mscepti, he contended only that 
the king might justly “ ad ditionem Indos, non herilem sed regiam 
et civilem, lege belli redigere.” — (Antonius in voce Sepulveda : 
Bibl. IliqK Nova, tom. i. p. 703.) 

But ^his smooth and specious language covered a poison. 
Ilau it entirely prevailed, the cruel consequence of the defeat of 
the advocate of the oppressed would alone have remained ; the 
limitations and softenings employed by their opjjonent to obtain 
success would have been speedily disregarded and forgotten. 

Covamivias, another eminent Jurist, was sent by Philip IT. 
to the Council of Trent, at its renewal in 1560, and, with 
Cardinal Buoncampagni, drew up the decrees of reformation. 
Francis Sanchez, the father of philosophical grammar, published 
his Minerva at Salamanca in 1587 ; so active was the cultivation 
of Philosophy in Spain in the age of Cervantes. 


Note M, p. 79. 

Alors en repassant dans mon esprit les diverses opinions 
qui m’avoient tour-a-tour entraine depuis ina naissance, je vis. 
que bien qu’aucune d’elles ne fht assez dvidente pour pi’^uire 
immediatement la conviction, dies avoient divers degres de 
vraisemblance, et que Tassentiment int^rieur B*y pretoit ou s’y 
refusoit h, differentes mesures. Sur cette premiere observation, 
comparant entr* elles toutes ces diffdrentes id4es dans le silence 
des prejugds, je trouvai que la premiers, et la plus commune, 
4toit aussi la plus simple et la plus laisonnable ; et qu’il ne lui 
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manquoit, pour rdunir tous les suffrages, que d’avoir <5te propos^e 
la derniere. Imagiuez tous vos philosophes anciens et nioderaes, 
ayant d’abord epuise leur bizarres systcmes de forces, de chances, 
de fatalite, de ndcessite, d’atomes, de moude anime, de inatiere 
vivante, de material isme de toute espece ; et apres eux tous 
I’illustre Clarke, eclairant le monde annon^aiit enfin TEtre des 
etres, et le dispeiisateur des clioses. Avec quelle universelle 
admiration, avec quel applaudissoment unanime n’edt point 6t<S 
. rc* 9 u ce nouveau systeme si grand, si consolant, si sublime, si 
l)ropre h clever Tame k donner une base la vertu, et en menie 
teiiis si Irapi^ant, si luniineux, si simple, et, ce me semble>, olfrant 
moins de choses inconiprehensibles Tesprit huniain, qu^il n’en 
trouve d’absurdes en tout autre^ systeme ! Je me disois, les 
objections insolubles sont communes h. tous, parceque I’csprit de 
riionime est trop borne ])OuP les rcsoudre : dies ne prouveiit done 
I'ien coiitre aucun par ])refereiice, mais quelle difference entre les 
preuves directes/’ — {Emile, tome iii. livre iv. p. 25.) 

Note N, pp. 102, 103. , 

% 

“ Est autem jus cpiscdam jjotentia moralis, et obligatio ne- 
cessitas moralis. Momlem autem intelligo, qua) apud viruni 
bonum mqiiipollet naturali : Nam ut prmclare jurisctmsuUus 
Ilomanus ait, qure contra honos raores sunt, ea nec facere nosimsse 
credemlum est. Vir bonus autem est, (j^ui amat omnes, quantum 
ratio perniittit. Justitiam igitur, qiicc virtus est bujus affectus 
rectiix, (^uem <l>/Xai/^^wT/ay Gra)ci vocant, commodissime, ni 
fallor, definiemus caritatem sapientis, hoc est, sequentem sapientise 
dictata. Itaque, quod Gameades dixisse, fertur, justitiam esse 
summani stultitiam, quia alieiiis utilitatibus consuli jubeat, 
iieglectis propriis, ex ignorata ejus definitione natum est. Garitas 
est benevolentia universalis, et bmevolentia amandi sive diligendi 
habitus. A mare autem sive diligere est felicitate alteiius 
delectari, vel quod eodem redit, felicitatem alienam adsciscere in 
suam. Unde difiicilis nodus solvitur, magni etiam in Theologia 
moment! , quomodo amor non mercenarius detur, qui sit a spe 
iiietuque et omni utilitatis respectu separatus ; scilicet, quorum 
utilitas delectat, eorum felicitas nostrum ingreditur, nam qua 
delectant per se expetuntur. Et uti pulcbrorum contemplatio 
ipsa jucunda est, pictaque tabula Eaphaelis mtelligentem afficit, 
etsi nullos census fera?»^ adeo ut in*oculis deliciisque feratur, 
quodam simulacro aidoris ; ita quum res pulchra simijil etiam 
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felicitatis est capax, transit affectus iu verum amorem. Superat 
autem divinus amor alios aiiiores, quos Deus cum maximo successu 
amare potest, quando Deo simul et felicius nihil est, et nihil 
pulchrius felicitateque dignius intelligi potest. Et quum idem 
sit potentiae sapientiseque summae, felicitas ejus non tan turn in- 
greditur nostram (si sapimus, id est, ipsum amamus), sed et facit. 
Quia autem sapientia caritatem dirigere debet, hujus quoque de- 
finitione opus erit. Arbitror autem notioni hominum optime 
satisfieri, si sapientiaiii nihil aliud esse dicamus, qiiam ipsam 
scientiam felicitatis.” — (Leibnitii Opera, tom. iv. purs iii. p. 294.) 

“ Et jus quideni mei*um sive strictum nascitur ex principio 
servanda) pacis ; a)quitas sive caritas ad majus aliquid conlendit, 
ut, dum quiscpie alteri prodest quantum potest, felicitatem suam 
augeat in aliena ; et, ut verbo dicani, jus strictum miseriam vitat, 
jus superius ad felicitatem tendet, seh qiialis in hanc mortalita- 
teni cadit. Quod vero ipsam vitam, et quiccjuid hanc vitam 
expetendam facit, magno commodo alieno posthabere debeanius, 
ita ut maximos etiam dolores in aliorum gratiam praoferre oporteat ; 
magis pulchre prajcipitur a philosophis quani solide demonstratur. 
Nam deciis et gloriam, et animi sui virtute gandentis sensum, ad 
qua) sub honestatis nomine provocant, cogitationis sive mentis 
bona esse constat, inagna quidem, sed non omnibus nec omni nia- 
lorum acerbitati pra)vulitura, quando non omnes scqiie iniaginando 
afficiuntur ; prjEsertim quos neqiie educatio liberalis, neqiie con- 
suetude vivendi ingeuua, vel vita) sectajve discipliiia ad honoris 
a)stimationem, vel animi bona sentienda assuefecit. Ut vero uni- 
versali domonstratione conficiatur, omne honestum esse utile, et 
oinne turpe damnosum, assumenda est imraortalitas aninue, et 
rector universi Deus. Ita fit ut omnes in civitate peifectissiina 
vivere intelligamur, sub monarcha, qui nec ob sapientiam falli, 
nec ob potentiam vitari potest ; idemque tarn ainabilis est, ut 
felicitas sit tali domino servire. Huic igitur qui animam impendit, 
Christo docente, earn lucratur. Hujus potentia providentiaque 
efficitur, ut omne jus in factum transeat, ut nemo laedatur nisi a 
se ipso, ut nihil recte gestum sine proemio sit, nullum peccatum 
sine poena.” — {Ibid. p. 296.) 

Note 0, p. 107. 

The writer of this Discourse was led, on a former occasion, 
by a generally prevalent notion, too nearly to confound the 
theologi'*Al doctrine of predestination with the philosophical 
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opinion whicli supposed the determination of the will to be, like 
other events, produced by adequate causes. (See a criticism on 
Mr. Stewart’s Dissertation, Edinh. Ilcview, xxxvi. 255.) More 
careful reflection has corrected a confusion common to him with 
most writers on the subject. What is called Suhlapsarian GaU 
vinism, which was the doctrine of the most eminent men, includ- 
ing Augustin and Calvin himself, ascribed to God, and to man 
before the Fall, what is called free-will, which they even own still 
to exist in all the ordinary acts of life, though it be Ipst with re- 
spect to religious morality. The decree of election, on this scheme, 
arises from God’s foreknowledge that man was to fall, and that all 
men beciime thereby with justice liable to eternal punishment. 
Tlie election of some to salvation was an act of divine goodness, and 
the preterition of the rest was an Exercise of holiness and justice. 

This subla])sarian predestination is evidently iiTOConcilable 
with the doctrine of necessity, which considers free-will or 
volitions not caused by motives as absolutely inconsistent with 
the definition of an intelligent being, which is, that he acts from 
a motive, or, in other wonis, with a purpose. 

Tlie supralapsarian scheme, which represents the Fall itself 
as fore-ordained, may indeed be built on necessitarian principles. 
But on that scheme original sin seems wholly to lose that im- 
portance which the former system gives it as a revolution in the 
state of the world, requiring an interposition of divine power to 
remedy a part of its fatal effects. It becomes no more than the 
first link in the chain of predestined offences. Yet both Catholic 
and Protestant predestinarians have borrowed the arguments and 
distinctions of philosophical necessitarians. One of the proposi- 
tions of Jansenius, condemned by the bull of Innocent X. in 
1653, is, that “to merit or demerit in a state of lapsed nature, it 
is not necessary that there should be in man a liberty free from 
necessity. It is sufiicient that there be a liberty free from con- 
straint.” — (DuriN, Ifistoire de VEglise en abrigS^ siecle xvii. livre 
iv. chap. viii. p. 193.) Luther, in his once famous treatise de 
Servo Arhitrio against Erasmus (printed in 1526), expresses him- 
self as follows : — “ Hie est fidei siimmus gradus, credere ilium 
esse clementem qui tarn paucos salvat, tarn multos damnat ; 
credere justum qui sua voluntate nos necessario damnabiles facit, 
ut videatur, ut Erasmus refert, delectari cruciatibus miserorum, 
et odio potius quam amore dignus.” My copy of this stem and 
abusive book is not pfged. In another passage, he states the 
distinction between oDaction and necessity as familiar a»hundred 
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and thirty years before it was proposed by Hobbes, or con- 
demned in the Jansenists. " Necessario dico, non coacte, sed, 
ut illi dicunt, necessitate inimutabilitatis, non coactionis ; hoc 
est homo, cum vocat Spiritus Dei, non quidem violeniia, veliit 
rapt us obtorto collo, nolens facit malum, quemadmodum fur aut 
lalrb nolens ad poenam ducitur, sed sponte et libera yoluntate 
facit.” He uses also the illustration of Hobbes, from the differ- 
ence between a stream fm'ced out of its course and freely flowing 
in its channel. 


Note P, p. 1 34. 

Though some parts of the substance of the following letter 
have already appeared in various forms, perhaps the account of 
Mr. Hume’s illness, in the woriis of his fiieiid and physician Dr. 
Cullen, will he acceptable to many' readers. I owe it to the 
kindness of Mrs. Baillie, who had the goodness to copy it from 
the original, in the collection of her late learned and excellent 
husband, Dr. Baillie. Some portion of what has been formerly 
published I do not think it necessary to reprint. 

From Dr. Cullen to Dr. Hunter. 

“ My dear Friend — I was favoured with yours by Mr. 
Halket on Sunday, and have answered some part of it by a 
gentleman whom I was otherwise obliged to write by ; but as I 
was not certain how soon that might come to your hand, I did 
not answer your postscrijit ; in doing W’hich, if 1 can oblige you, 
a part of the merit must be that of the information being early, 
and I therefore give it you as soon as I possibly could. You 
desire an account of Mr. Hume’s last days, and I give it you 
with some pleasure ; for though 1 could not look upon him in 
his illness without much concern, yet the tranquillity and 
pleasantry which he constantly discovered did even then give me 
satisfaction, and, now that the cuilain is dropped, allows me to 
indulge the less allayed reflection. He was truly an example 

des grands Jwmmes qui sont morts en plaisantant For 

many weeks before his death he was very sensible of his 
gradual decay ; and his answer to inquiries after his health was, 
several times, that he was going as fast as enemies could wish, 
and as easily as his friends could desire. He was not, however, 
without a frequent recurrence of pain and uneasiness ; but he 
past most part of the day in his drawing-room, admitted the 
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viRits of his friends, and, with his usual spirit, conversed with 
them upon literature, politics, or whatever else was accidentally- 
started. In conversation he seemed to be perfectly at ease, and 
to the last abounded with that pleasantry, and those curious and 
entertaining anecdotes, which ever distinguished him. This, 
however, I always considered rather as an effort to be agreeable ; 
and he at length acknowledged that it became too much for his 
strength. For a few days before his death he became more 
averse to receive visits ; speaking beciime more and more difficult 
for him, and for twelve hours before his death his speech failed 
altogether. His senses and judgment did not fail till the Lust hour 
of his life. He constantly discovered a strong sensibility to the 
attention and care of his friends ; and, amidst great uneasiness 
and languor, never betrayed a^y peevishness or impatience. 
This is a general account m his last days ; but a particular fact 
or two may perhaps convey to you a still better idea of them. 

3k * * * * 

“ About a fortnight before his death he added a codicil to 
his will, in which he fully discovered his attention to his friends, 
as well as his o\vn pleasantry. What little wine fie hiigself 
drank was generally port, a wine for which his friend the poet 
[John Home] had ever declared the strongest aversion. David 
bequeathes to his friend John one bottle of port ; and, upon 
condition of his drinking this at two even down-sittings, bestows 
upon him twelve dozen of his best claret. He pleasantly adds, 
that this subject of wine was the only one upon which tliey had 
ever dilfered. In the codicil there are several other strokes of 
raillery and pleasantry, highly expressive of the cheerfulness 
which he then enjoyed. He even turned his attention to some 
of the simple amusements with which he had been formerly 
pleased. In the neighbourhood of his brothers house in 
Berwickshire is a brook, by which the access in time of floods is 
frequently interrupted. Mr. Hume beipieathes £100 for build- 
ing a bridge over this brook, but upon the express condition that 
none of the stones for that purpose shall be taken from a quarry 
in the neighbourhood, which forms part of a romantic scene in 
which, in his earlier days, Mr. Hume took particular delight. 
Otherwise the money to go to the poor of the parish. 

“These are a few particulars which may perhaps appear 
trifling ; but to me no particulars seem trifling that relate to so 
great a man. It is perhaps from trifles that we can best dis- 
tinguish the tranquillity and cheerfuLness of the philos(4>her at a 
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time when the most part of mankind are under disquiet, anxiety, 
and sometimes even horror. ... I had gone so far when I w'as 
called to the country ; and I have returned only so long before 
the post as to say that I am most affectionately yours, 

“William Cullen. 

“ Edinburgh, 17th Sqitember 1776,'* 

Note Q, p. 136. 

Pyrrho was charged with carrying his scepticism so far as 
not to avoid a carriage if it was driven against him. ^Eiiesi- 
demus, the most famous of ancient sceptics, with great pro- 
bability vindicates the more ancient doubter from such lunacy, of 
which indeed his having lived to the age of ninety seems suffi- 
cient to acquit him. Atyeffi^ri/iog ds (prifSt ^/Xotro^g/v iJbiv avrov y.ara 
Tov njs s^o^rjg Xoyov, fivi fhzvroi yi a^^oogarcug ixaffra cr^arre/v. 
— (Diog. Laert. lib. ix. sect. 62.) 

Brief and imperfect as our accounts of ancient scepticism are, 
it does appear that their reasoning on the subject of causation 
had . some resemblance to that of Mr. Hume. Kmtoovet ds to 
amov iids’ to amov tojv <r§og ti sdTt, TC^og ya^ ry a/TtaTf) s<fTr ra 
8s *jr^og Ti S'TrmstTOLi fLovov uvao-^si 8s ou’ xa/ to aiTtov omv sTrmoiTO 
av fimv. — {Ibid. ix. sect. 97.) It is perhai)S impossible to trans- 
late the important technical expression ra *jr^og rt. It com- 
prehends two or more things as related to each other — both the 
relative and correlative taken together as such. Fire considered 
as having the power of burning wood is to Tr^og ti. The words 
of Laertius may therefore be nearly rendered into the language 
of modem philosophy as follows : “ Causation they take away 
thus. A cause is so only in relation to an effect. What is 
relative is only conceived, but does not exist. Therefore cause 
is a mere conception.” 

The first attempt to prove the necessity of belief in a divine 
revelation, by demonstrating that natural reason leads to uni- 
versal scepticism, was made by Algazel, a professor at Bagdad, 
in the beginning of the twelfth century of our era ; whose work, 
entitled The Destruction of the Philosophei's, is known to us only 
by the answer of Averroes, called Destruction of the Destruction, 
He denied a necessary connection between cause and effect ; for 
of two separate things, the affirmation of the existence of one does 
not necessarily contain the affirmation o^ the existence of the 
other ; aild the .same may be said of denial. * It is curious enough 
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that this argument was more especially pointed against those 
Arabian philosophers who, from the necessary connection of 
causes and effects, reasoned against the possibility of miracles ; 
thus anticipating one doctrine of Mr. Hume to impugn another. 
— (Tenneman, Gesh, der Phil, viii. 387.) 

The same attempt was made by the learned but unphilo- 
sophical Huet, bishop of Avranches (Queextiones Alnetance, Caen, 
1690, and de la Foiblesse de V Esprit Huinain, Amsterdam, 

1723). A similar motive urged Berkeley to his attack on Flux- 
ions. Tlie attempt of Huet has been lately renewed by the Abb4 
Lainennais, in his treatise on Religious Indifference ; a fine writer, 
whose apparent reasonings amount to little more than well-varied 
assertions, and well-disguised assumptions of the points to be 
proved. # 

To build religion upo3f scepticism is the most extravagant of 
all attempts ; for it destroys the ])roof8 of a divine mission, and 
leaves no natural means of distinguishing between revelation and 
imposture. The Abbe Lamennais represents authority as the sole 
ground of belief. Why ? If any reason can be given, the pro- 
position must be false ; if none, it is obviously a mero^grouudless 
assertion. * 

Note R, p. 143. 

Casanova, a Venetian doomed to solitary imprisonment in 
the dungeons at Venice in 1755, thus speaks of the only books 
which for a time he was allowed to read. The title of the first 
was Le CiU Mystique de Saur Marie dc Jesus, appellee JAgrad,a, 

“ J’y lus tout ce que pent enfaiiter Uiniagination exalt6e d’une 
vierge Espagnole extravagaminent devote, chntree, inelancholi(i[ue, 
ayant des directeurs de conscience, ignorans, faux, et devots. 
Araoureuse et amie tres intime de la Sainte Vierge, elle avait 
re 9 u ordre de Dieu meme d^ecrire la vie de sa divine mere. Les 
instructions necessaires lui avaient 4te fournies par le Saint 
Esprit. Elle commen 9 oit la vie de Marie, non pas du jour de sa 
naissance, mais du moment de son immacul^e conception dans la 
sein de sa mere Anne. Apr^s avoir narre en detail tout ce que 
sa divine hdroine fit les neuf mois qn’elle a passe dans la sein 
matemel, elle nous apprend qu’4 T&ge de trois ans elle balayoit 
la maison, aidee par neuf cents domestiques, touts anges, com- 
mandes par leur propre Prince Michel. Ce qui frappe dans ce livre 
est Tassurance que toj^t est dit de bonne foi. Ce sont les visions 
d’un esprit sublim^ qui, san<9 aucune ombre d’orgu^l, ivre de 
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Dieu, croit ne reveler que ce que TEsprit Saint lui inspire.” — 
{Mimoires de Casanova, iv. 343. Leipsic, 1827.) 

A week’s confinement to this volume produced such an effect 
on the author, who, though an unbeliever and a debauchee, was 
then enfeebled by melancholy, bad air, and bad food, that his 
sleep was haunted, and his waking hours disturbed by its hor- 
rible visions. Many years after, passing, through Agrada, in Old 
Castille, he charmed the old priest of that village by speaking of 
the biographer of the Virgin. The priest showed him all the 
spots which were consecrated by her presence, and bitterly 
lamented that the Court of Rome had refused to canonise her. 
It is the natural reflection of the writer, that the book was well 
qualified to turn a solitary prisoner mad, or to make a man at 
large an atheist. It ought nt*" to be forgotten that the in- 
quisitors of state at Venice, who proscribed this book, were pro- 
bably of the latter persuasion. It is a striking instance of the 
infatuation of those who, in their e^emcss to rivet the bigotry of 
the ignorant, use means which infallibly tend to spread utter un- 
belief among the educated The book is a disgusting, but in its 
general outline seemingly faithful, picture of the dissolute man- 
ners ^spread over the Continent of Europe in the middle of the 
eighteenth century. 

Note S, p. 147. 

“ The Treatise on the Law of War and Peace, the Essay on 
Human Understanding, the Spirit of Laws, and the Inquiry into 
the Causes of the Wealth of Nations, are the works which have 
most directly influenced 4ihe general opinion of Europe during 
the 'last two centuries. They are also the most conspicuous land- 
marks in the progress of the sciences to which they relate. It is 
remarkable that the defects of all these great works are very 
similar. The leading notions of none of them can, in the 
strictest sense, be said to be original, though Locke and Smith 
in that respect surpass their illustrious rivals. All of them 
employ great care in ascertaining those laws which are immedi- 
ately deduced from experience, or directly applicable to practice ; 
but apply metaphysical and abstract principles with considerable 
negligence. None pursues the order of science, beginning with 
first elements and advancing to more and more complicated con- 
clusions ; though Locke is perhaps less defective in method than 
the rest. All admit digressions which, though often intrinsically 
excellent, v^istract attention, and break the chain of thought. 
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None of them is happy in the choice, or constant in the use, of 
technical terms ; and in none do we find much of that rigorous 
precision which is the first beauty of philosophical language. 
Grotius and Montesquieu were imitators of Tacitus, — the first 
with more gravity, the second with more vivacity ; but both 
were tempted to forsake the simple diction of science in pursuit 
of the poignant brevity which that great Idstorian has carried to 
a vicious excess. Locke and Smith chose an easy, clear, and free, 
but somewhat loose and verbose style — more concise in Locke — 
more elegant in Smith, — in both exempt, from pedantry, but not 
void of ambiguity and repetition. Perhaps all these apparent 
defects contributed in some degree to the specific usefulness of 
these great works ; and, by rendering their contents more ac- 
cessible and acceptable to the ^najority of readers, have more 
completely blended their ^>rinciples with the common opinions 
of mankind .” — {Edinburgh Review, vol. xxxvi. p. 244.) 


Note T, p. 159. 

Ae/ 5’ oi/rwg, gv y^a^a^arg/^ ^ gvrgVp^giqs 

g-r/ to\j vou. — (Artst, de Anima, lib. 
iii. cap. V. Opera, tom. ii. p. 60. Pans, 1639.) 

A little before, in the same treatise, appears a great part of 
the substance of the famous ma:dm. Nil est in intelleclu guod non 
prius fuit in sensu. * H^g pavraffta Kivriffig rig doxei itmt, koli ovx 
ocvev aiff 07 ](fsug ytynffQai, — {Ibid, 47.) 

In the tract on Memory and Bemmiscence we find his enumera- 
tion of the principles of association. A/o xa/ ro sps^fig ^rigevojcieif, 
poT/ffoevreg avo rou vuv fj aXXov rmg, Kat ofiotou ij evapr/ov, ?] 
rou ffvpeyyug. — {Ibid, ii. 86.) If the latter word be applied to 
time as well as space, and considered as comprehending causation, 
the enumeration will coincide with that of Hume. The tenn 
&7i^6vcu is as significiint as if it had been chosen by Hobbes. But 
it is to be observed that these principles are applied only to ex- 
plain memory. 

Something has been said on the subject, and something''on the 
present writer, by Mr. Coleridge, in his unfortunately unfinished 
work called Biographia Literaria, chap, v., which seems to justify, 
if not to require, a few remarks.* Tkat learned gentleman seems 

* Coleridge, Biographia Litera/ria, chaptef v. On the Law of Asso- 
ciation, Its history fraced from Aristotle to Hartley, Sir James 
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to have been guilty of an oversight in quoting as a distinct work 
the Parva Naturalia^ which is the collective name given by the 
scholastic translators to those treatises of Aristotle which form 
the second volume of Duval’s edition of his works, published at 
Paris in 1639. I have already acknowledged the striking resem- 
blance of Mr. Hume’s principles of association to those of Aristotle. 
In answer, however, to a remark of Mr. Coleridge, I must add, 
that the manuscript of a part of Aquinas which I bought many 
years ago (on the faith of a bookseller’s catalogue) as being written 
by Mr. Hume, was not copy of the Commentary on the Parva 
Naturalia, but of Aquinas’ own Secunda Secwidce ; and that, on 
examination, it proves not to be the handwriting of Mr. Hume, 
and to contain nothing written by him. It is certain that, in the 
passages immediately preceding 'fihe quotation, Aristotle explains 
recollection as depending on a general'^law — ^that the idea of an 
object will remind us of the objects which immediately preceded 
or followed when originally perceived. But what Mr. Coleridge 
has not told us is, that the Stagyritc confines the application of 
this law exclusively to the 'phenomena of recollection alone, without 
any glimpffj of a more general operation extending to all connec- 
tions of thought and feeling — a wonderful proof, indeed, even so 
limited, of the sagacity of the great jdiilosopher, but which for 
many ages continued barren of further consequences. The 
illustrations of Aquinas throw light on the original doctrine, and 
show that it was un enlarged in his time. “ When we recollect 
Socrates, the thought of Plato occurs ‘ as like him.’ When we re- 

Mackintosh . . . affirmed in the Lectures delivered by him in Lin- 

coln’s Inn Hall, that the law of association, as established in the con- 
teiuporjineity of the original impressions, formed the basis of all true 
psycholog3% etc. Of tliis prolific truth, of this great fundamental law, 
he declared Hobbes to have been the original discoverer, while its full 
application to the whole intellectual system is due to Hartley, etc. 

“ Of the former clause of this assertion . . . this is not the place to 
speak. So wide indeed is the chasm between Sir James Mackintosh’s 
philosophical creed and mine, that so far from being able to join hands, 
we could scarcely make our views intelligible to each otlier : and to 
bridge it over would re(piire more time, skill, and power, than I believe 
myself to possess. But the latter part involves for the greater part a 
mere question of fact and history. . . . 

“ First, then, I deny Hobbes’ claim in toto ; for he hail been antici- 
pated by Descartesy whose work Dc preceded Hobbes* Be 

Nalura E^jfnuina by more than a year.” i 
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member Hector, tbe thought of Achilles occurs ‘ as contrary.’ The 
idea of a father is followed by that of a son ‘ as near.’ ” — (Aquin. 
Opera, i. pars ii. p. 62, et seq.) Those of Ludovicus Vives, as 
quoted by Mr. Coleridge, extend no farther. 

But if Mr. Coleridge will compare the parts of Hobbes on 
Human Nature which relate to this subject, with those which 
explain general terms, he will perceive that the philosopher of 
Malmesbury builds on these two foundations a general theory of 
the human understanding, of which reasoning is only a particular 
case. In consequence of the assertioi^ of Mr. Coleridge that 
Hobbes was anticipated by Descartes in his excellent and 
interesting discourse on Method, I have twice reperused that work 
in ^^uest of this remarkable anticipation, though, as I thought, 
well actiuainted by my old s'eUdies with the writings of that 
great philosojdier. My I&bour has, however, been in vain. I 
have discovered no trace of that or of any similar speculation. 
My edition is in Latin by Elzevir, at Amsterdam, in 1650, the 
year of Descjirtes’ death. I am obliged, therefore, to conjecture 
that Mr. Coleridge, having mislaid his references, has, l)y mistake, 
quoted the discourse on Method, instead of another w\!>rk ; vvhich 
would affect his inference from the priority of Descartes to 
Hobbes. It is not to be denied, that the opinion of Aristotle, 
repeated by so many commentators, may have found its way into 
the mind of Hobbes, and also of Hume ; though neither might 
be aware of its source, or even conscious that it was not originally 
his own. Yet the very narrow view of association by Locke, his 
apparently treating it as a novelty, and the silence of common 
books respecting it, afford a presumption that the Peripatetic 
doctrine was so little known that it might have escaped the 
notice of these philosophers, one of whom boasted that he was 
unread,* and the other is not liable to the suspicion of unac- 
knowledged borrowing. 

To Mr. Coleridge, who distrusts his own power of building a 
bridge by which his ideas may pass into a mind so dilfereiitly 
trained as mine, I venture to suggest, with that sense of his 
genius which no circumstance has hindered me from seizing 
every fit occasion to manifest, that more of my early yeais were 
employed in contemplations of an abstract nature, than of those 
of the majority of his readers ; that there are not, even now, 
many of them less likely to be rei)elled from doctrines by 
singularity or uncou^hness ; more willing to allow that every 
* [4 c. Unversed in hooks. — W. W. ] i 
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system has caught an advantageous glimpse of some side or 
comer of the tmth ; more desirous of exhibiting this dispersion 
of the fragments of wisdom by attempts to translate the doctrine 
of one school into the language of another ; — who, when he 
cannot discover a reason for an opinion, considers it as important 
to discover the causes of its adojjtion by the philosopher ; believ- 
ing, in the most unfavouiable cases, that one of the most arduous 
and useful researches of mental philosophy is to explore the 
subtile illusions which enable great minds to satisfy themselves 
by mere words, before gthey deceive others by i>aymeht in the 
same counterfeit coin. These habits, together with the natural 
influence of my age and avocations, lead me to susjHict that in 
speculative i)hilosophy I am nearer to indifference than to an ex- 
clusive spirit. I hoi)e that it (5iin neither be thought presump- 
tuous nor oifensive in me to doubt whither the circumstances of 
its being found difficult to convey a mctaphysiwil doctrine to a 
jierson who, at one part of his life, made such studies his chief 
pursuit, may not imidy either error in the opinion, or defect in 
the mode of communication. 

Note V, p. 193. 

A very lute writer, wlio seems to 8])eak for Mr. Bimtharn with 
authority, tells us that “ the first time the ]>hrase of ‘ the principle 
of utility ’ was broiiglit decidedly into notice, was in the ‘ Essays, 
by David Hume,* published about the year 1742. In that work 
it is mentioned as tlie name of a princijde which miyht be made 
the foundation of a system of morals, in ojqmition to a systepi 
then in vogue, which was f(nnided on what wasi called the ^ moral 
sense* The ideas, however, there attaclied to it, are vague, and de- 
fective in pract leal a 2 )])licationy — ( irestminster Review, No. xxi.) If 
these few sentences were scnitinised with the severity and minute- 
ness of Benthani’s Fragment on Government, they would be found 
to contain almost as many misremembmnees as assertions. Utility 
is not “ mentioned^'* but fully discussed, in Mr. Hume’s Discourse. 
It is seldom spoken of by “ name.” Instead of chaiging it with 
“ vagueness** it would be more just to admire the precision which 
it combines "with beauty. Instead of being “ defective in practical 
application** perhaps the desire of rendering it popular has crowded 
it with examples and illustrations taken from life. To the asser- 
tion that “ it was opposed to the moral sensed* no reply can be 
needful b^t the following words extracted- from the Discourse 
itself : — “ X am apt to suspect that reason and sentiment concur 
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in almost all moral determinations and conclusions. The final 
sentence which pronounces characters and actions amiable or odious 
probably depends on some internal sense or feeling^ which nature 
has made universal in the whole species” — (An Inquiry coiicerning 
the Principles of Morals^ sect, i.) The phrase “ made universal,” 
which is here used instead of the more obvious and common 
word “ implanted,” shows the anxious and perfect precision of 
language, by which a philosopher avoids the needless decision of 
a controversy not at the moment before hiiiL 

Note W, p. 196.^ 

A writer of consummate ability, who has failed in little but 
the respect due to the abilities and character of his opponents, 
has given too much countenanccJ to the abuse and confusion of 
language exemi)lified in the well-known verse of Poj^e, 

Modes of self-love the Passions we may call. 

“ AVe know,” says he, “ no universal pro^xisition respecting human 
nature which is true but one — that men always act from self- 
interest .” — {Edinburgh Review, March 1829.) It is mailifest fyoni 
the sequel that the writer is not the diijw of the confusion ; but 
many of his readers may be so. If, iiuleed, the word self-interest 
could with propriety be used for the gratiticatiou of every pre- 
valent desire, he has clearly shown that this change in the signi- 
fication of terms would l)c of no advantage to the doctrine which 
he controverts. It would make as many soi-ts of self-interest as 
there are aijpetites, and it is irreconcilably at variance with the 
system of association embraced by Mr. Mill. To the word self-love 
Hartley properly assigns two significations : — 1. dross self-love, 
which consists in the pursuit of the greatest pleasures, from all 
those desires which look to individual giatiticatioii ; or, 2. Refined 
self-love, which seeks the greatest pleasure which can arise from 
all the desires of human nature — ^the latter of which is an invalu- 
able, though inferior principle. 

The admirable writer whose language has occasioned this 
illustration, who at an early age has mastered every species of 
composition, will doubtless hold fast to simplicity, which survives 
all the fashions of deviation from it, and which a man of a genius 
so fertile has few temptations to forsake. 

[The reference here is to an article by Macaulay in the Edin- 
hurgh Review. Tins article, published in March 1829, produced 
a reply in the JVestry,inster Review ; to which Macaul^ replied 
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in June of the same year ; and a further reply in the Westminster 
Review was answered by Macaulay in the Edinhm/h in October. 
This! exchange of shots between the two belligerents was thus 
rapid and lively. 

Macaulay certainly speaks of the- school against which he 
argued — the Utilitarians, or Benthamites, as they were then 
cjilled — as shallow and unphilosophical, arrogant and conceited. 
He says this of the followers of Mr. Benthjim, wdiile he expresses 
gr(iat respect for that idiilosopher himself. I think that any one 
who has read much oj those writers will think that the above 
character was not ascribed to them without good grounds. That 
Mr. Bentham himself was open to remark as arrogant and unfair, 
I have, I think, shown in my Lectures on the History of Moral 
Philosophy in England. 

Macaulay’s “ universal propositidn,” that men always act 
from self-interest,” is, as Mackintosh says, suflBciently shown by 
himself to be frivolous or false. The following passage contains 
his illustrations. 

This mission the Utilitarians proclaim with as much pride 
as if it weie new, and as much zeal as if it were important. But 
in fact, when explained, it means only that men, if they can^ will 
do fis they choose. "When we see the actions of a man we know 
w’itli certainty wdiat he thinks his interest to be. But it is 
impossible to rejison with certainty from what wc take to be his 
interest to his actions. One man goes without a dinner that he 
may add a shilling to a hundred thousand pounds ; another man 
runs in debt to give balls and mascpierades. One man volunteers 
on a forlorn lioju*, ; another is druinincd out of a regiment for 
cowardice. Each of these men has no doubt acted from self- 
interest. But w’e gain nothing by knowing this, except the 
pleasure, if it be one, of multiplying useless words.” 

We may add, however, as appears to me, that words so em- 
ployed are not only useless, but mischievous ; since they interfere 
with any precise use of language on such subjects. In the Elements 
of Morality, Art. 447, 1 have further discussed this phraseology. 

Mackintosh was a veteran man of letters when he wrote this ; 
and in the expressions which conclude the note, wished to 
encourage Macaulay, >vho w^as then entering upon his distin- 
guished literary career. — W. W.] 
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38. 

Price, If) 5. 

Purity, 249. 

Furfiiiit of KimoJahje under dijfi- 
cnltiem (note), 259. s 

Pyn*lio, 296. • 

Realists, 44. 

Reason, 81-87. 

Reformatory jninisbment, 190. 

Iteid's Knmury into (he Human 

iVind, 212 . 

Religion delined, 215. 

Religi(jn and Morality, relation of, 
95 ; (preface), xlvi. 

Right and wrong, 8 ; (Duty, xxiv). 

“ Righteousness (jf Scribes and Phari- 
sees,” 168. 

Roman Pairiciale, 27. 

Roniilly on Codification (note), 191. 

Saccas, 31. 

Scc]iticism, universal, 137 ; ancient, 
29(5. 

Schoolmen, the, 36 ; their system, 40. 

Science, primary object of, 248. 

Scotch metaphysics, 127. 

St^oitish Clmrcli, 229. 

Scotists, the, 43. 

Scotus, Duns, 38 ; acquiescence in 
the Augustinian doctrine of elec- 
tion (note), 283 ; (luot. , 285. 

Self-love, 115 ; (note), 303 ; (preface), 

XV. 

Selfish, term (preface), xvii, xix ; 
System, 219. i , 


“Sense of Justice,” quot., 167. 

Sepulveda, 49. 

Sextus (note), 136. 

SnAPTESBURT, Earl OF, 88 ; his C7i«r- 
acteristics, 89 ; Inqnii'y comeiniing 
Virtue, 93. 

Smith, Adam, 146; his Wealth of 
Nathm, 146 ; Theory of Moral 
i^eniiinents, 147, 13. 

Smith of Camhridije on Happiness and 
Holiness (note), 95. 

Socrates. 17. 

Soto, Dimiinic, 48. 

Spain, and cultivation of speculative 
theology, 48. 

Stahl (note), 157. 

Stewart, Duoald, 210. 

Stoics, 24 ; doctrine (nokd, 113. 

Stoicism of Cato (note), 281. 

Suartiz, FraneJs, 50. 

Sinrgestion, 236 ; tenn, 241. 

Su 'emacy, use f)f tenn (preface), xxx. 

Sy pathy, 148. 

Taylor, Jeremy (note), 7i ; his 
gi’owth in grace (note), 95. 

Tucker, 174. 

Utility, 12 ; principle of, 193 ; (note) 
302. 

Vanity, 199. 

Victoria, Francis, of Valladolid, 48. 

Virtue rei)rcseiited by Epicurus, 23, 
168,* 170, 183 ; pleasures of, 199. 

Warburton’s controversial zeal 
(note), 89. 

Ward's Life of Henry More (note), 
96. 

Welsh's Life of Broim (note), 228. 

Wbewell’s remarks on Mackintosh’s 
Philosophy (preface), xiii. 

Wilson, George, friend of Bentham 
(note), 190. 

Wollaston’s sj^stem (note), 88. 

^1^0, 24. 
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